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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:14 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Comment on DNR Office of Conservation Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

 
 
From: jandbettymiceli@charter.net [mailto:jandbettymiceli@charter.net]
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:12 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comment on DNR Office of Conservation Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

D ocket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

I am a 20+ year resident of St. Tammany parish, settling in Quail Creek 
subdivision and raising my kids. They attend Lakeshore High School and my 
house is probably a little over a mile from the drilling site. We chose to live 
here because it is a family community and pay very high property taxes 
which fund the best school district in the state. THAT IS WHY WE LIVE HERE. 

Our home rule charter states that the citizens have the right to determine 
zoning requirements. The parish master plan & re-zoning does NOT ALLOW 
FRACKING. This site is zoned residential. 

Relaters are already stating that our property values will plummet 30%. I 
paid off my $220k house & will lose $66,000.00 dollars. 

The chemicals heavy metal pollutants are odorless, colorless, & tasteless. 
Some can not be detected at all. Helis has not disclosed what they will pump 
into the well. It will penetrate our sole source of drinking water!!! 
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What about the unexpected? Namely, an explosion, fire, toxic gas release. 
You have 1000 kids at the high school barely a mile away and 20,000 
residents living in a 5 mile radius. Does this sound rational? 

All we have from Helis is promises, not backed by the power of law. They 
haven't even put their proposal into a legally binding document. Fracking 
brings to my beautiful neighborhood heavy equipment traffic on an already 
overburdened highway, the prospect of car accidents with high school 
teanage driver's and water/tanker trucks, noise-air-light-water pollution, 
severe loss of property values, higher incidents of cancer, Parkinson, & 
death rates, increased taxes to improve fire department training & 
equipment, earthquakes as reported today in a Kansas oil field that was 
fracked. It goes on and on...... 

I saw an economic evaluation that estimates the value of St. Tammany 
parish at $20 billion dollars. Let require Helis put up a bond for that amount 
in the event of real threat of poisoning our sole source aquifer and rendering 
the parish unusable. But, not all the money in the world will bring back our 
dead spouses and children. Sounds incredible? Remember that this is the 
industry that brought us the Deep Water Horizon disaster.... which was in 
the Gulf, not literally in our back yards! 

Really, this is a no-brainer!!! When you consider this permit, think 
about if you lived in my house, and VOTE NO TO HELIS Docket 
14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

Sincerely, 

John S. Miceli III 
Betty E. Miceli 
Katie L. Miceli 
Nicholas J. Miceli 
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FYI/Record. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Greg Lemons [mailto:greg.lemons@townofabitasprings.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 9:30 AM 
To: John Dale "Zach" Lea; LDNR Public Information; Patrick Courreges; johnnyadams@la.gov; Jim Welsh 
Subject: RE: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Jim  
 
Great job, thanks for copping me in! 
 
 
Greg Lemons  
Mayor Town of Abita Springs  
22161 Level Street 
Abita Springs, LA 70420 
Office: 985-892-0711 
Cell: 985-789-1537 

 
 
 
 
 
From: John Dale "Zach" Lea [mailto:jdzlea@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:50 PM 
To: dnrinfo@la.gov; Patrick.courreges@la.gov; johnnyadams@la.gov; jim.welsh@la.gov 
Subject: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, 
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The attached document is my comment for the public record relating to the Helis permit application for 
drilling/fracking in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
John Dale “Zach” Lea, Ph.D. 
Agricultural Economist 
826 Old Landing Rd 
Covington, LA 70433 
Phone 985-871-9407 
Email jdzlea@hotmail.com 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:43 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
 
 
From: John Dale "Zach" Lea [mailto:jdzlea@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:50 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Patrick Courreges; johnnyadams@la.gov; Jim Welsh 
Subject: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, 
The attached document is my comment for the public record relating to the Helis permit application for 
drilling/fracking in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
John Dale “Zach” Lea, Ph.D. 
Agricultural Economist 
826 Old Landing Rd 
Covington, LA 70433 
Phone 985-871-9407 
Email jdzlea@hotmail.com 
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Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Please confirm that this email and attachments will be entered into the public record as a comment on 
the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. Tammany Parish, (Engineering 
Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well.) 
 
I am requesting that the Department of Natural Resources not issue this permit because the drilling is a 
test to determine the feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” to extract oil and/or gas from 
St. Tammany Parish and I am opposed to the use of fracking in St. Tammany Parish because:  

Fracking in St. Tammany Parish would violate my property rights as expressed in the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article 1, Section 4.b. where the Constitution states: “

 
Fracking would violate my rights to a healthy natural environment as guaranteed by Article IX, 
Section 1 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, to wit: “

Please consider: 
1. That the operational definition of fracking should include all activities associated with the 

process and not simply the hydraulic fracturing process taking place thousands of feet 
underground. Fracking should include the vertical well and well casing, any drilling activity at 
ground level, any transfer, holding, and disposal of fracking chemicals and waste fracking water, 
any emission of gases, truck traffic, noise, increased policing costs, etc.  

2. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 
fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 6 of the 
Louisiana State Constitution which states:  “

”  
3. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 

fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 17 of 
the Louisiana State Constitution which states, in part: “

   
4. That there is a possibility of harming my health is evidenced by court cases in which companies 

implementing fracking (fracking companies) have paid compensation to individuals claiming to 
have experienced sickness due to fracking activities in their neighborhood. See for example: 

"By 2009, I was 
having a multitude of problems," Lisa Parr told CNN. "My central nervous system was messed 
up. I couldn't hear, and my vision was messed up. My entire body would shake inside. I was 
vomiting white foam in the mornings." 

5. That there is a possibility of harming human and animal health is evidenced by the refereed 
journal article: IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH. This study 
involved interviews with animal owners who live near gas drilling operations. The findings 
illustrate which aspects of the drilling process may lead to health problems and suggest 
modifications that would lessen but not eliminate impacts. Complete evidence regarding health 
impacts of gas drilling cannot be obtained due to incomplete testing and disclosure of chemicals, 
and nondisclosure agreements. Without rigorous scientific studies, the gas drilling boom 
sweeping the world will remain an uncontrolled health experiment on an enormous scale. See: 
http://www.psehealthyenergy.org/data/Bamberger_Oswald_NS22_in_press.pdf  
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6. That there is a possibility that animal health may be harmed by fracking is evidenced by the 
report that “An unidentified substance that apparently flowed from a natural gas drilling site 
into a pasture is being eyed as a potential cause of the deaths of 19 head of cattle Tuesday 
evening, according to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality.” See  
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20090429/NEWS01/904290368/1002/NEWS&referrer
=NEWSFRONTCAROUSEL  

7. That there is a possibility of a change in property values associated with fracking is evidenced by 
Act 369 (HB 494) of the 2013 Louisiana Legislature, which revised the La. Residential Disclosure 
Form to require a statement of acknowledgment on the following: “Whether or not the 
purchasing property is within two thousand six hundred forty feet of a solution mining injection 
well.” This implies that any Permit Application for fracking should contain a plan for 
compensating any loss in property values as guaranteed by Article 1 of the State Constitution. 

8. That there is a possibility of a fracking accident occurring that could spill harmful fluids or emit 
harmful gases into the environment is evidenced by the expert testimony of Professor Tony 
Ingraffea, Professor of Engineering at Cornel University who has said that “There is one serious 
environmental accident for every 150 wells.” 

9. That fracking can have a negative impact on the quality of groundwater has been suggested by 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A 2011 EPA study linked fracking to groundwater 
contamination for the first time. Residents were advised not to drink from their wells due to 
detected hydrocarbons. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
08/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

10. That injection of fracking waste water can inadvertently result in contamination of potable 
water aquifers is evidenced by the report entitled: Billions of Gallons of Oil Industry Wastewater 
Illegally Injected Into Central California Aquifers Tests Find Elevated Arsenic, Thallium Levels in 
Nearby Water Wells. See:  
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2014/fracking-10-06-2014.html  

11. That fracking can contaminate soil and groundwater is evidenced by a report from Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection. See news article entitled:  State: Fracking waste 
tainted groundwater, soil at three Washington County sites. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
08/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

12. That the EPA webpage October 2, 2014 states: “Although the national study should enhance our 
scientific knowledge, some concerns associated with overall natural gas and shale gas 
extraction, including hydraulic fracturing, are already well known. These operations can result in 
a number of potential impacts to the environment, including: 

Stress on surface water and ground water supplies from the withdrawal of large volumes of 
water used in drilling and hydraulic fracturing; 
Contamination of underground sources of drinking water and surface waters resulting from 
spills, faulty well construction, or by other means; 
Adverse impacts from discharges into surface waters or from disposal into underground 
injection wells; and 
Air pollution resulting from the release of volatile organic compounds, hazardous air 
pollutants, and greenhouse gases. 

Because natural gas development is increasing rapidly in many regions, prudent steps to reduce 
these impacts are essential now even as further research to understand potential risks continues.” 
See: http://www2.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing#improving.  
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13. That fracking may have an adverse impact on drinking water is evidenced by New York having 
banned fracking in the watershed from which it draws its drinking water. See: 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/09/us/new-york-fracking/  

14. That fracking waste water may be dangerous is evidenced by the following:  
“…the New Jersey Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Storage Committee recently 
approved a measure banning the treatment, disposal or storage of fracking waste water in 
the state.” See: Zoning and Planning Law Report, Vol. 35, No. 2.  
Massachusetts and Vermont have banned or are attempting to ban fracking and wastewater 
disposal. In 2012, Vermont became the first state to ban hydraulic fracturing and the 
collection, storage, or treatment of the wastewater it generates (Vt. Stat. tit. 29, § 571). The 
Massachusetts legislature is currently considering a bill approved by the Environment 
Committee that would place a 10-year ban on fracking and the collection, storage, 
treatment, and disposal of waste from operations in the state (Bill H.3796). See: 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm   
“Although the state [of New York] permits road spreading of production brine, many local 
county and municipal governments have banned fracking and the disposal of fracking waste, 
including road spreading. These bans, however, have been challenged in court, according to 
the New York Times. Lower courts have sided with local governments, but the Court of 
Appeals heard arguments in August 2013 to overturn the bans with a decision expected in 
2014.” See: http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm 

15. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
following study: Colborn T, Schultz K, Herrick L, and Kwiatkowski C. 2014. An exploratory study 
of air quality near natural gas operations. Hum Ecol Risk Assess 20(1):86-105. Here is an abstract 
of the study.  

This exploratory study was designed to assess air quality in a rural western Colorado area 
where residences and gas wells co-exist. Sampling was conducted before, during, and after 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing of a new natural gas well pad. Weekly air sampling for 1 year 
revealed that the number of non-methane hydrocarbons (NMHCs) and their concentrations 
were highest during the initial drilling phase and did not increase during hydraulic fracturing 
in this closed-loop system. Methylene chloride, a toxic solvent not reported in products 
used in drilling or hydraulic fracturing, was detected 73% of the time; several times in high 
concentrations. A literature search of the health effects of the NMHCs revealed that many 
had multiple health effects, including 30 that affect the endocrine system, which is 
susceptible to chemical impacts at very low concentrations, far less than government safety 
standards. Selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were at concentrations greater 
than those at which prenatally exposed children in urban studies had lower developmental 
and IQ scores. The human and environmental health impacts of the NMHCs, which are 
ozone precursors, should be examined further given that the natural gas industry is now 
operating in close proximity to human residences and public lands. See: 
http://endocrinedisruption.org/chemicals-in-natural-gas-operations/air-pollution. 

16. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
statements made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

“Air pollution occurs during every stage of UGE [unconventional natural gas extraction].  In 
an analysis of all chemicals used in UGE processes, 37% were found to be volatile and 
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therefore able to aerosolize. Of these volatile chemicals, 81% were found to have adverse 
effects on the brain and central nervous system.” 

17. That water pollutions associated with fracking can pose health is evidenced by the statements 
made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

 “Water pollution has been documented in association with UGE. While this research 
focuses on contamination with methane, it is reasonable to think that components of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids and normally occurring underground toxic substances travel with 
the methane.  Data collected by the Minority Staff of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the US House of Representatives in 2011, based on data submitted by the 14 
leading oil and gas service companies, revealed the use of more than 2,500 hydraulic 
fracturing products containing 750 chemicals and other components.11 From the limited 
information available, it is evident that many of the substances used in hydraulic fracturing 
fluid are toxic, including some which are known carcinogens. Wastewater, such as the 
flowback and produced water, can contain a large number of naturally occurring toxic 
chemicals in addition to the chemicals added to make the hydraulic fracturing fluid. 
Naturally occurring toxic chemicals may include radioactive material, salts, salts of 
manganese, chlorides, sodium bromides and heavy metals such as lead and arsenic. 
Radionuclides shown to be present in natural gas wastes include: radon, 226radium and 
228radium and radionuclides of potassium, strontium, lead, thallium, bismuth and thorium. 
Radium in flow-back and produced water often incorporates into solids formed during 
wastewater treatment, thereby producing low level radioactive waste.” 

18. That the DNR’s responsibility to uphold the  Louisiana State Constitution guarantees relating to 
public health should be guided by the sentiment expressed in the following statement from the 
article entitled IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH mentioned above, 
namely:  

 
19. These documents: 

Fracking Wars: Federal, State and Local Conflicts over the Regulation of Natural Gas 
Activities, Zoning and Planning Law Report, February 2012, Vol. 35, No. 2. 
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Fracking-Wars.pdf    
Save Ourselves: The Environmental Case That Changed Louisiana, by Oliver A. Houck. 2012 
Louisiana Law Review. “Save Ourselves” is the story of the ten-year fight to stop permitting 
a polluting waste disposal site in Burnside, La. by a few people, aided by an idealistic lawyer 
and a couple of courageous state employees working “under cover” to supply critical 
information that voided the permit.  See: 
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http://www.law.tulane.edu/uploadedFiles/Faculty_and_Admin/Publications/Houck_Save_O
urselves.pdf   
Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor, by Steve 
Lerner. See: http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/diamond  
“For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, 

metallic smell—the "toxic bouquet" of pollution—and a mysterious chemical fog 

that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the massive Norco Industrial 

Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and 

huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, 

stinging eyes, allergies, asthma, and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, 
and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their proximity to heavy 

industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of 

their neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was 

sandwiched between two giant Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical 

Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that Shell relocate them, 

their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was 
taking on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective 

grassroots organizing, unremitting fenceline protests, seemingly endless 

negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the people of 

Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate 

out of harm's way. In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story. 

Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such as the one in 
Diamond are the new front lines of both the civil rights and the environmental 

movements, and Diamond is in many ways a classic environmental-justice story: 

a minority neighborhood, faced with a polluting industry in its midst, fights back. 

But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes back to the days 

of slavery. In 1811, Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of 

the largest slave rebellion in United States history. Descendants of these slaves 
were among the participants in the modern-day Diamond relocation campaign.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrisonville,_Louisiana  Morrisonville, Louisiana was a small 
town in Iberville Parish, Louisiana that was contaminated with industrial pollution from a 
nearby Dow Chemical Company vinyl chloride factory. The community had been founded 
during the 1870s by former slaves freed from a plantation near Plaquemine. In the 1980s 
and 1990s, chemical pollution was discovered in the town's wells. To avoid lawsuits, Dow 
decided to buy up the town and move its residents away to create a buffer zone around the 
factory. In 1989, just before the release of a federal report into toxic emissions from the 
factory, Dow announced that it was going to buy up all the homes and land in Morrisonville, 
and that if the residents refused their property would be worthless. Although about twenty 
families refused to move at first, by 1993 the town was eventually abandoned. All that now 
remains is the graveyard of the former Nazarene Baptist Church and an open-sided prayer 
site, built of wood, provided by Dow for family members who return to visit the graves. The 
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residents were transferred to newly built homes at Morrison Acres, but many died before 
they could settle in. The large number of petrochemical plants producing PVC in the 
surrounding area, an 80-mile (130 km) stretch between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, first 
led to it being known as the 'Chemical Corridor' and later as Cancer Alley, and many other 
communities in the area have been similarly affected by groundwater pollution and other 
toxic emissions. The town's residents - predominantly African American - were relocated in 
1990 to Morrisonville Estates in Iberville Parish and Morrisonville Acres in West Baton 
Rouge Parish by Dow. 
Mossville, Louisiana: A Community’s Fight for the Human Right to a Healthy Environment. 
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/MayJune2011PRRACRoberts.pdf . CNN YouTube on Mossville 
situation. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmklvyMi6hU&feature=youtu.be  
Chronicles from the Environmental Justice Frontline, by J. Timmons Roberts, Melissa M. 
Toffolon-Weiss. “Chronicles from the Environmental Justice Frontline, first published in 
1991, provides a rare glimpse of the environmental justice movement as it plays out in four 
landmark struggles at the end of the twentieth century. The book describes the stories of 
everyday people who have decided to take to the streets to battle what they perceive as 
injustice: the unequal exposure of minorities and the poor to the 'bads' produced by our 
industrial society. In these struggles residents and local, state, and national environmental 
and social justice groups are on one side pitted against local and state government 
representatives and industry on the other. By employing historical and theoretical lenses in 
viewing these struggles, the book reveals how situations of environmental injustice are 
created and how they are resolved. These cases bear great similarity to battles occurring 
across the nation, and are setting precedents for national and state agencies as they handle 
these cases.” Discusses fates of Morrison, Sunrise, and Revilletown, Louisiana. See: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=QuP56ucee-
EC&dq=sunrise+louisiana+environmental+justice&source=gbs_navlinks_s  
Hydrocarbon Hucksters: Lessons from Louisianan on Oil, Politics, and Environmental Justice, 
by Ernest Zebrowski and Mariah Zabrowski Leach, The University Press of Mississippi, 2014. 
“This is the saga of the oil industry’s takeover of the state of Louisiana---its leaders, its laws, 
its environment, and the critical thinking skills of so many of its voters.” 

 
Once again, please deny the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, application for a permit to drill a well to test the 
feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and/or gas from land in St. Tammany Parish. 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: John Dale "Zach" Lea [mailto:jdzlea@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:50 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Patrick Courreges; johnnyadams@la.gov; Jim Welsh 
Subject: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, 
The attached document is my comment for the public record relating to the Helis permit application for 
drilling/fracking in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
John Dale “Zach” Lea, Ph.D. 
Agricultural Economist 
826 Old Landing Rd 
Covington, LA 70433 
Phone 985-871-9407 
Email jdzlea@hotmail.com 
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Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Please confirm that this email and attachments will be entered into the public record as a comment on 
the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. Tammany Parish, (Engineering 
Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well.) 
 
I am requesting that the Department of Natural Resources not issue this permit because the drilling is a 
test to determine the feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” to extract oil and/or gas from 
St. Tammany Parish and I am opposed to the use of fracking in St. Tammany Parish because:  

Fracking in St. Tammany Parish would violate my property rights as expressed in the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article 1, Section 4.b. where the Constitution states: “

 
Fracking would violate my rights to a healthy natural environment as guaranteed by Article IX, 
Section 1 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, to wit: “

Please consider: 
1. That the operational definition of fracking should include all activities associated with the 

process and not simply the hydraulic fracturing process taking place thousands of feet 
underground. Fracking should include the vertical well and well casing, any drilling activity at 
ground level, any transfer, holding, and disposal of fracking chemicals and waste fracking water, 
any emission of gases, truck traffic, noise, increased policing costs, etc.  

2. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 
fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 6 of the 
Louisiana State Constitution which states:  “

”  
3. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 

fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 17 of 
the Louisiana State Constitution which states, in part: “

   
4. That there is a possibility of harming my health is evidenced by court cases in which companies 

implementing fracking (fracking companies) have paid compensation to individuals claiming to 
have experienced sickness due to fracking activities in their neighborhood. See for example: 

"By 2009, I was 
having a multitude of problems," Lisa Parr told CNN. "My central nervous system was messed 
up. I couldn't hear, and my vision was messed up. My entire body would shake inside. I was 
vomiting white foam in the mornings." 

5. That there is a possibility of harming human and animal health is evidenced by the refereed 
journal article: IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH. This study 
involved interviews with animal owners who live near gas drilling operations. The findings 
illustrate which aspects of the drilling process may lead to health problems and suggest 
modifications that would lessen but not eliminate impacts. Complete evidence regarding health 
impacts of gas drilling cannot be obtained due to incomplete testing and disclosure of chemicals, 
and nondisclosure agreements. Without rigorous scientific studies, the gas drilling boom 
sweeping the world will remain an uncontrolled health experiment on an enormous scale. See: 
http://www.psehealthyenergy.org/data/Bamberger_Oswald_NS22_in_press.pdf  
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6. That there is a possibility that animal health may be harmed by fracking is evidenced by the 
report that “An unidentified substance that apparently flowed from a natural gas drilling site 
into a pasture is being eyed as a potential cause of the deaths of 19 head of cattle Tuesday 
evening, according to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality.” See  
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20090429/NEWS01/904290368/1002/NEWS&referrer
=NEWSFRONTCAROUSEL  

7. That there is a possibility of a change in property values associated with fracking is evidenced by 
Act 369 (HB 494) of the 2013 Louisiana Legislature, which revised the La. Residential Disclosure 
Form to require a statement of acknowledgment on the following: “Whether or not the 
purchasing property is within two thousand six hundred forty feet of a solution mining injection 
well.” This implies that any Permit Application for fracking should contain a plan for 
compensating any loss in property values as guaranteed by Article 1 of the State Constitution. 

8. That there is a possibility of a fracking accident occurring that could spill harmful fluids or emit 
harmful gases into the environment is evidenced by the expert testimony of Professor Tony 
Ingraffea, Professor of Engineering at Cornel University who has said that “There is one serious 
environmental accident for every 150 wells.” 

9. That fracking can have a negative impact on the quality of groundwater has been suggested by 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A 2011 EPA study linked fracking to groundwater 
contamination for the first time. Residents were advised not to drink from their wells due to 
detected hydrocarbons. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
08/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

10. That injection of fracking waste water can inadvertently result in contamination of potable 
water aquifers is evidenced by the report entitled: Billions of Gallons of Oil Industry Wastewater 
Illegally Injected Into Central California Aquifers Tests Find Elevated Arsenic, Thallium Levels in 
Nearby Water Wells. See:  
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2014/fracking-10-06-2014.html  

11. That fracking can contaminate soil and groundwater is evidenced by a report from Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection. See news article entitled:  State: Fracking waste 
tainted groundwater, soil at three Washington County sites. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
08/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

12. That the EPA webpage October 2, 2014 states: “Although the national study should enhance our 
scientific knowledge, some concerns associated with overall natural gas and shale gas 
extraction, including hydraulic fracturing, are already well known. These operations can result in 
a number of potential impacts to the environment, including: 

Stress on surface water and ground water supplies from the withdrawal of large volumes of 
water used in drilling and hydraulic fracturing; 
Contamination of underground sources of drinking water and surface waters resulting from 
spills, faulty well construction, or by other means; 
Adverse impacts from discharges into surface waters or from disposal into underground 
injection wells; and 
Air pollution resulting from the release of volatile organic compounds, hazardous air 
pollutants, and greenhouse gases. 

Because natural gas development is increasing rapidly in many regions, prudent steps to reduce 
these impacts are essential now even as further research to understand potential risks continues.” 
See: http://www2.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing#improving.  
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13. That fracking may have an adverse impact on drinking water is evidenced by New York having 
banned fracking in the watershed from which it draws its drinking water. See: 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/09/us/new-york-fracking/  

14. That fracking waste water may be dangerous is evidenced by the following:  
“…the New Jersey Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Storage Committee recently 
approved a measure banning the treatment, disposal or storage of fracking waste water in 
the state.” See: Zoning and Planning Law Report, Vol. 35, No. 2.  
Massachusetts and Vermont have banned or are attempting to ban fracking and wastewater 
disposal. In 2012, Vermont became the first state to ban hydraulic fracturing and the 
collection, storage, or treatment of the wastewater it generates (Vt. Stat. tit. 29, § 571). The 
Massachusetts legislature is currently considering a bill approved by the Environment 
Committee that would place a 10-year ban on fracking and the collection, storage, 
treatment, and disposal of waste from operations in the state (Bill H.3796). See: 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm   
“Although the state [of New York] permits road spreading of production brine, many local 
county and municipal governments have banned fracking and the disposal of fracking waste, 
including road spreading. These bans, however, have been challenged in court, according to 
the New York Times. Lower courts have sided with local governments, but the Court of 
Appeals heard arguments in August 2013 to overturn the bans with a decision expected in 
2014.” See: http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm 

15. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
following study: Colborn T, Schultz K, Herrick L, and Kwiatkowski C. 2014. An exploratory study 
of air quality near natural gas operations. Hum Ecol Risk Assess 20(1):86-105. Here is an abstract 
of the study.  

This exploratory study was designed to assess air quality in a rural western Colorado area 
where residences and gas wells co-exist. Sampling was conducted before, during, and after 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing of a new natural gas well pad. Weekly air sampling for 1 year 
revealed that the number of non-methane hydrocarbons (NMHCs) and their concentrations 
were highest during the initial drilling phase and did not increase during hydraulic fracturing 
in this closed-loop system. Methylene chloride, a toxic solvent not reported in products 
used in drilling or hydraulic fracturing, was detected 73% of the time; several times in high 
concentrations. A literature search of the health effects of the NMHCs revealed that many 
had multiple health effects, including 30 that affect the endocrine system, which is 
susceptible to chemical impacts at very low concentrations, far less than government safety 
standards. Selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were at concentrations greater 
than those at which prenatally exposed children in urban studies had lower developmental 
and IQ scores. The human and environmental health impacts of the NMHCs, which are 
ozone precursors, should be examined further given that the natural gas industry is now 
operating in close proximity to human residences and public lands. See: 
http://endocrinedisruption.org/chemicals-in-natural-gas-operations/air-pollution. 

16. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
statements made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

“Air pollution occurs during every stage of UGE [unconventional natural gas extraction].  In 
an analysis of all chemicals used in UGE processes, 37% were found to be volatile and 
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therefore able to aerosolize. Of these volatile chemicals, 81% were found to have adverse 
effects on the brain and central nervous system.” 

17. That water pollutions associated with fracking can pose health is evidenced by the statements 
made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

 “Water pollution has been documented in association with UGE. While this research 
focuses on contamination with methane, it is reasonable to think that components of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids and normally occurring underground toxic substances travel with 
the methane.  Data collected by the Minority Staff of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the US House of Representatives in 2011, based on data submitted by the 14 
leading oil and gas service companies, revealed the use of more than 2,500 hydraulic 
fracturing products containing 750 chemicals and other components.11 From the limited 
information available, it is evident that many of the substances used in hydraulic fracturing 
fluid are toxic, including some which are known carcinogens. Wastewater, such as the 
flowback and produced water, can contain a large number of naturally occurring toxic 
chemicals in addition to the chemicals added to make the hydraulic fracturing fluid. 
Naturally occurring toxic chemicals may include radioactive material, salts, salts of 
manganese, chlorides, sodium bromides and heavy metals such as lead and arsenic. 
Radionuclides shown to be present in natural gas wastes include: radon, 226radium and 
228radium and radionuclides of potassium, strontium, lead, thallium, bismuth and thorium. 
Radium in flow-back and produced water often incorporates into solids formed during 
wastewater treatment, thereby producing low level radioactive waste.” 

18. That the DNR’s responsibility to uphold the  Louisiana State Constitution guarantees relating to 
public health should be guided by the sentiment expressed in the following statement from the 
article entitled IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH mentioned above, 
namely:  

 
19. These documents: 

Fracking Wars: Federal, State and Local Conflicts over the Regulation of Natural Gas 
Activities, Zoning and Planning Law Report, February 2012, Vol. 35, No. 2. 
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Fracking-Wars.pdf    
Save Ourselves: The Environmental Case That Changed Louisiana, by Oliver A. Houck. 2012 
Louisiana Law Review. “Save Ourselves” is the story of the ten-year fight to stop permitting 
a polluting waste disposal site in Burnside, La. by a few people, aided by an idealistic lawyer 
and a couple of courageous state employees working “under cover” to supply critical 
information that voided the permit.  See: 
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http://www.law.tulane.edu/uploadedFiles/Faculty_and_Admin/Publications/Houck_Save_O
urselves.pdf   
Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor, by Steve 
Lerner. See: http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/diamond  
“For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, 
metallic smell—the "toxic bouquet" of pollution—and a mysterious chemical fog 
that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the massive Norco Industrial 
Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and 
huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, 
stinging eyes, allergies, asthma, and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, 
and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their proximity to heavy 
industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of 
their neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was 
sandwiched between two giant Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical 
Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that Shell relocate them, 
their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was 
taking on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective 
grassroots organizing, unremitting fenceline protests, seemingly endless 
negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the people of 
Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate 
out of harm's way. In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story. 

Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such as the one in 
Diamond are the new front lines of both the civil rights and the environmental 
movements, and Diamond is in many ways a classic environmental-justice story: 
a minority neighborhood, faced with a polluting industry in its midst, fights back. 
But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes back to the days 
of slavery. In 1811, Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of 
the largest slave rebellion in United States history. Descendants of these slaves 
were among the participants in the modern-day Diamond relocation campaign.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrisonville,_Louisiana  Morrisonville, Louisiana was a small 
town in Iberville Parish, Louisiana that was contaminated with industrial pollution from a 
nearby Dow Chemical Company vinyl chloride factory. The community had been founded 
during the 1870s by former slaves freed from a plantation near Plaquemine. In the 1980s 
and 1990s, chemical pollution was discovered in the town's wells. To avoid lawsuits, Dow 
decided to buy up the town and move its residents away to create a buffer zone around the 
factory. In 1989, just before the release of a federal report into toxic emissions from the 
factory, Dow announced that it was going to buy up all the homes and land in Morrisonville, 
and that if the residents refused their property would be worthless. Although about twenty 
families refused to move at first, by 1993 the town was eventually abandoned. All that now 
remains is the graveyard of the former Nazarene Baptist Church and an open-sided prayer 
site, built of wood, provided by Dow for family members who return to visit the graves. The 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Page 6 of 6 
 

residents were transferred to newly built homes at Morrison Acres, but many died before 
they could settle in. The large number of petrochemical plants producing PVC in the 
surrounding area, an 80-mile (130 km) stretch between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, first 
led to it being known as the 'Chemical Corridor' and later as Cancer Alley, and many other 
communities in the area have been similarly affected by groundwater pollution and other 
toxic emissions. The town's residents - predominantly African American - were relocated in 
1990 to Morrisonville Estates in Iberville Parish and Morrisonville Acres in West Baton 
Rouge Parish by Dow. 
Mossville, Louisiana: A Community’s Fight for the Human Right to a Healthy Environment. 
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/MayJune2011PRRACRoberts.pdf . CNN YouTube on Mossville 
situation. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmklvyMi6hU&feature=youtu.be  
Chronicles from the Environmental Justice Frontline, by J. Timmons Roberts, Melissa M. 
Toffolon-Weiss. “Chronicles from the Environmental Justice Frontline, first published in 
1991, provides a rare glimpse of the environmental justice movement as it plays out in four 
landmark struggles at the end of the twentieth century. The book describes the stories of 
everyday people who have decided to take to the streets to battle what they perceive as 
injustice: the unequal exposure of minorities and the poor to the 'bads' produced by our 
industrial society. In these struggles residents and local, state, and national environmental 
and social justice groups are on one side pitted against local and state government 
representatives and industry on the other. By employing historical and theoretical lenses in 
viewing these struggles, the book reveals how situations of environmental injustice are 
created and how they are resolved. These cases bear great similarity to battles occurring 
across the nation, and are setting precedents for national and state agencies as they handle 
these cases.” Discusses fates of Morrison, Sunrise, and Revilletown, Louisiana. See: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=QuP56ucee-
EC&dq=sunrise+louisiana+environmental+justice&source=gbs_navlinks_s  
Hydrocarbon Hucksters: Lessons from Louisianan on Oil, Politics, and Environmental Justice, 
by Ernest Zebrowski and Mariah Zabrowski Leach, The University Press of Mississippi, 2014. 
“This is the saga of the oil industry’s takeover of the state of Louisiana---its leaders, its laws, 
its environment, and the critical thinking skills of so many of its voters.” 

 
Once again, please deny the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, application for a permit to drill a well to test the 
feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and/or gas from land in St. Tammany Parish. 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 08:21
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges
Subject: FW: Comments in re: Engineering Docket 14-626

 
 
From: Diane Casteel [mailto:999diane@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2014 4:02 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comments in re: Engineering Docket 14-626
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 5, 2014 09:10
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Comments In SUPPORT of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626

FYI
 
From: Mark E. Inman, CCIM [mailto:marki@cbtec.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2014 2:40 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comments In SUPPORT of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626

Mark E. Inman, JD, CCIM
Vice President
1010 Common Street, Suite 2750
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 566-1777 (Office) 
(504) 293-1329 (Fax)
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Comments submission deadline: 5 p.m. on November 19, 2014 
 
MAILING ADDRESS OF COMMENTS 
Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
 
 
RE:         Comments in Support of Issuance 
 Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
               Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Bayou Lacombe Field 
               Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East 
               St. Tammany Parish, LA 
 

In general, domestic energy production lessens our dependence on foreign oil and provides increased 
energy and economic security for the nation, region, and the state, which is particularly important during 
this period of geopolitical instability throughout the world, 
In the event of successful development of the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale throughout St. Tammany Parish, 
the positive economic impact would be extremely significant to the Parish, the region and the State 
accelerating economic growth, thus leading directly and indirectly to increased government revenues that 
can be used for the public’s general welfare including the building of infrastructure and providing 
important services such as education and health care, 
No studies or historical data substantiate that hydraulic fracturing well completion methods, much less 
simply drilling a vertical well, creates unprecedented or unreasonable risk to the environment, 
The vertical subsurface separation between the fresh water aquifers and the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 
interval (+/- 13,000’ subsea) is a substantially greater linear distance, approximately 9,500 linear feet, 
then found in most other shale exploration and development areas throughout the country,  
Compared to Marcellus Shale (+/- 5,500’ – 8,500’ subsea) in Pennsylvania; Barnett Shale (+/- 6,500’ to 
8,500’ subsea) in suburban Texas;  Eagle Ford Shale (+/- 6,000’ – 9,000’ subsea) in Texas, the areas of 
development for shale resources in Louisiana are preferable due to the deeper depth of the Tuscaloosa 
Marine Shale (+/- 13,000’ subsea) and Haynesville Shale intervals, 
The absence of natural faulting in St. Tammany Parish further reduces the already low possibility of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids migrating beyond the designed tolerance of a few hundred feet above the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale interval found at +/- 13,000’ subsea, 
Based on the facts, circumstances and the specifics of the reference drilling permit application failure to 
issue the permit would unreasonably and unnecessarily usurp landowner rights and directly result in a 
taking of minerals under private property, 
The authority to grant this routine permit rest solely with the Office of Conservation and should not be 
unduly influenced by parochial issues or special interest groups expressing concerns that are not based on 
facts or science, 
Due to the fact that the current permit application seeks only the authorization to drill a vertical well, 
there is no basis for delay in issuance.  As the permit was submitted, drilling a horizontal lateral in the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale will require an amendment to the current permit.  Permits to drill vertical wells 
are issued routinely and in a timely manner by the Office of Conservation. 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:28 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Comments in Support of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626 Helis Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

 
 
From: Tom Himes [mailto:pbft1957@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 11:20 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comments in Support of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626 Helis Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

MAILING ADDRESS OF COMMENTS

RE:         Comments in Support of Issuance
                Engineering Docket No. 14-626
               Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Bayou Lacombe Field
               Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East
               St. Tammany Parish, LA
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 8:25 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Construction of Well Pad for a Single Exploratory Well in St. Tammany Parish. Eads 
Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Eng Doc. # 14-626 

FYI 
 
From: louis henschen [mailto:lou_henschen@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 01, 2014 12:52 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: lou_henschen@yahoo.com
Subject: Construction of Well Pad for a Single Exploratory Well in St. Tammany Parish. Eads Poitevent, 
Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Eng Doc. # 14-626 
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Fyi   
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Jessi James [mailto:oljessij2@att.net]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:13 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Deny fracking in St. Tammany 
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Fyi   
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Jessi James [mailto:oljessij2@att.net]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:13 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Deny fracking in St. Tammany 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:30 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: deny Helis Oil Permit 

 
 
From: CATCH PATTON [mailto:catchpatton@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:59 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: deny Helis Oil Permit 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:55 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Department of Natural Resources - Helis Drilling - Docket 14-626 - St. Tammany Parish 

Pro permit 
 
From: Collins Vallee [mailto:rcvallee@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:52 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Department of Natural Resources - Helis Drilling - Docket 14-626 - St. Tammany Parish 

R. COLLINS VALLÉE 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

2020 N. CAUSEWAY BLVD., SUITE H 

MANDEVILLE, LA 70471 

(985) 727-2889 Fax (985) 727-2880 

November 10, 2014 
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Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

RE: Engineering Docket No. 14-626

Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al 
No. 1 Well  

Bayou Lacombe Field 

Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East 

St. Tammany Parish, LA 

To Whom It May Concern:

Please add my letter to the group of citizens who live and work in St. 
Tammany Parish in favor of the Helis Drilling permit. While this permit 
application is just to drill a vertical well, I believe fracking to be a safe method 
of recovering our natural resources. What is actually dangerous is becoming 
dependent on foreign oil producers, while we have natural resources available 
under our own land. Recovering our natural resources provides gasoline for all 
of the citizens who drive to the various meetings in St. Tammany to express 
whatever position they have about the Helis permit. St. Tammany has 
welcomed Chevron as a new employer. The Helis company is welcomed to St. 
Tammany as well. The project will provide employment and economic benefits 
to our community. The engineers understand the safety of this proposal. 
Furthermore, there is no potential deep-water disaster from drilling in the 
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Gulf of Mexico. And there is no basis for the denial of the permit to drill the 
vertical well.

Sincerely, 

R. Collins Vallée

R. Collins Vallée 

RCV/mw

R. Collins Vall
Attorney and Counsellor at Law 
2020 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite H 
Mandeville, LA  70471 
Cell (985) 727-2889

"Wise counsel for wise clients."
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R. Collins Vallée 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 09:16
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges
Subject: FW: Docket 14-626

FYI
 
From: LeAnn Magee [mailto:lepermag@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 1:40 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket 14-626
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From: LDNR Public Information  
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 09:16 AM Central Standard Time 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges  
Subject: FW: Docket 14-626  

FYI 
 
From: LeAnn Magee [mailto:lepermag@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 1:40 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket 14-626 
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:55 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Docket 14-626 

 
 
From: Shannon Fritts [mailto:shanfritts@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:21 AM 
To: jimwelsh@la.gov; LDNR Public Information 
Cc: epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com
Subject: Docket 14-626 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:46 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Docket 14-626, Eads poitevent et al No1 well 

 
 
From: lenny schmidt [mailto:lenny@rscno.com]
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:31 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket 14-626, Eads poitevent et al No1 well 

Docket 14-626, Eads poitevent et al No1 well 

I attended the meeting in the Lakeshore Gym on Wednesday night Nov 12. 
My comments are as follows. 
If there is any concern over the safety of the construction process of the 
well, it is not up to Hellis to decide if it should be allowed. The neighbors are 
generally the ones who have to agree to allow the construction to proceed. If 
the location was zoned for the construction of a well that would not be the 
case, but I understand it is not.  
Has a variance been applied for and approved by the parish to construct a 
well on this property? If not that process should be completed before the 
DNR gives Hellis a permit. 

Leonard Schmidt 
CEO 

 
5736 Citrus Blvd Suite 101 
New Orleans, La. 70123 
www.rscno.com 
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504-734-3773 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Donald Lee [mailto:donaldplee77@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 9:58 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; michael.v.farabee@urace.mil; Patrick Courreges; Rick Franzo; Terri Lewis Stevens; 
Marianne Cufone; Melissa Pearson; Ian Somerhalder; Gail Blazek 
Subject: Donald Lee's DNR comments 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 09:55
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Drilling permit request by Helis Oil in St. Tammany Parish, Engineering Docket 14-626

 
 
From: Margie Vicknair [mailto:nolamargie@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: Scott Eustis; Matt Rota 
Subject: RE: Drilling permit request by Helis Oil in St. Tammany Parish, Engineering Docket 14-626
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 8:24 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges
Subject: FW: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No 14-626 

FYI 
 
From: Susan Tyler [mailto:susanjune09@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 02, 2014 2:43 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No 14-626 
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Mr. James H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
dnrinfo@la.gov  
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 8:25 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

FYI 
 
From: Charles Sapp [mailto:cwssjt08@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 02, 2014 2:31 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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Mr. James H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
dnrinfo@la.gov  
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:24 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

 
 
From: Barbara Jackson [mailto:barbinabita@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:16 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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I am forwarding another protest to the proposed well in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
Jeff Wells 
Office of Conservation 
 
From: Barbara Jackson [mailto:barbinabita@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:16 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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From: LDNR Public Information  
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 09:21 AM Central Standard Time 
To: Gary Ross  
Subject: FW: Emailing: 10-25-14 JJ Opposition to Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou 
Field, Helis' Application for Permits. Jan Jumonville  

In Jim’s absence I am sending you PIO email for your records/handling. 
 
From: Jan Jumonville [mailto:jpjumonville@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 12:05 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information; jim.welch@la.gov; Jeff Wells; Patrick.Courreges@LSA.GOV 
Subject: Emailing: 10-25-14 JJ Opposition to Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, 
Helis' Application for Permits. Jan Jumonville 
 

Jan P. Jumonville 
  24 Magnolia Gardens Drive 
Covington, Louisiana 70435 
    Email: jpjumonville@bellsouth.net 
           Office/Fax (985) 892-8191 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 09:55
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket # 14-626 / Helis Drilling Permit

 
 
From: Mark Sagerholm [mailto:marksagerholm@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:58 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket # 14-626 / Helis Drilling Permit
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 09:16
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket 14-626

FYI
 
From: Charles Goodwin [mailto:bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 6:10 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626
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begin:vcard 
fn:Charles Goodwin 
tel;cell:985-635-1900 
note;quoted-printable:=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 QUOTES & THOUGHTS=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 "You are entitled to your own opinions, but not your own 
facts."=0D=0A= 
 Dr. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, US Senator=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 American students rank 24th in science, 31st in math, 21st in 
reading,but= 
 still rank number 1 in self esteem.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 I'll believe that corporations are people as soon as Texas executes 
one,o= 
 r one farts, or one produces a birth certificate, or one pays the 
sametax= 
 rates as individuals.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 Reagan had it right, meaning to tax all sources of income the same, 
wheth= 
 er from your capital gains, your dividends, your brains or your 
brawn,inc= 
 ome from every source should be taxed as, well, income, and all 
sourcesta= 
 xed the same.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 As a retired business owner, I've hired many people, but never 
createdone= 
 job. Businesses hire to service customers, not because of what a 
taxratei= 
 s or is not.  Only customers create jobs.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 It used to be that the rich worried about their wealth being 
redistribute= 
 d to those below them.  Now, given that the wealth of the top 1% 
has incr= 
 eased so much, and the middle class has declined so much it isn't 
evenint= 
 he middle any more, it's obvious the wealth is now being 
redistributedfro= 
 m the middle to the top.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 If the goal is minimal taxes, minimal government, minimal 
regulation, min= 
 imal collective responsibility and maximum personal responsibility, 
isn't= 
 that what third world countries already have?=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 People will not always remember exactly what you say or do, but 
they will= 
 always remember how you made them feel.=0D=0A= 
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 =0D=0A= 
  
x-mozilla-html:TRUE 
version:2.1 
end:vcard 
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From: LDNR Public Information  
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 09:16 AM Central Standard Time 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross  
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket 14-626  

FYI 
 
From: Charles Goodwin [mailto:bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 6:10 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626 
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begin:vcard 
fn:Charles Goodwin 
tel;cell:985-635-1900 
note;quoted-printable:=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 QUOTES & THOUGHTS=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 "You are entitled to your own opinions, but not your own 
facts."=0D=0A= 
 Dr. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, US Senator=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 American students rank 24th in science, 31st in math, 21st in 
reading,but= 
 still rank number 1 in self esteem.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 I'll believe that corporations are people as soon as Texas executes 
one,o= 
 r one farts, or one produces a birth certificate, or one pays the 
sametax= 
 rates as individuals.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 Reagan had it right, meaning to tax all sources of income the same, 
wheth= 
 er from your capital gains, your dividends, your brains or your 
brawn,inc= 
 ome from every source should be taxed as, well, income, and all 
sourcesta= 
 xed the same.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 As a retired business owner, I've hired many people, but never 
createdone= 
 job. Businesses hire to service customers, not because of what a 
taxratei= 
 s or is not.  Only customers create jobs.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 It used to be that the rich worried about their wealth being 
redistribute= 
 d to those below them.  Now, given that the wealth of the top 1% 
has incr= 
 eased so much, and the middle class has declined so much it isn't 
evenint= 
 he middle any more, it's obvious the wealth is now being 
redistributedfro= 
 m the middle to the top.=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 If the goal is minimal taxes, minimal government, minimal 
regulation, min= 
 imal collective responsibility and maximum personal responsibility, 
isn't= 
 that what third world countries already have?=0D=0A= 
 =0D=0A= 
 People will not always remember exactly what you say or do, but 
they will= 
 always remember how you made them feel.=0D=0A= 
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 =0D=0A= 
  
x-mozilla-html:TRUE 
version:2.1 
end:vcard 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 09:50
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering docket 14-626

FYI
 
From: Victoria Benitez [mailto:vbenitez@charter.net]  
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 9:50 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering docket 14-626
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FYI… 
 
Jeff Wells 
Office of Conservation 
 
From: Joan Simon [mailto:joan154.simon@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 8:40 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; jim.welch@la.gov 
Subject: ENGINEERING DOCKET 14-626: RECENT INFORMATION FOR YOUR REVIEW 
 
Dear Mr. Wells and Mr. Welch, 
  
Please see links and pdfs regarding fracking pollution and casing failures that I hope you will 
consider in your decision regarding the  issuance of a permit to Helis Oil in St. Tammany 
Parish.  I read them with a great deal of concern and thank you for reviewing them. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joan Simon 
154 Belle Terre Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 

 
http://www.epa.gov/oig/reports/2014/IG_response_10-20-2014.pdf
EPA Inspector General Reopens the investigation into Fracking pollution 
 
Casing failure example: (Very Graphic) http://this-small-planet.com/2013/major-failure-a-graphic-
example-of-the-risks-of-modern-well-completion-technologies/
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:44 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

 
 
From: cajdance@aol.com [mailto:cajdance@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:56 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:59 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
 
 
From: Scott Tammy [mailto:tscott@san.org]
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:35 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Just say “NO” to the Fracking Permit. 
 
The US does not need any further permits to for Fracking.  This is Not about energy this is about the 
almighty “$”. 
 
Renewable energy is here in many different forms and it is here to stay.  We do not need Hydraulic 
Fracturing.  It has been shown to be detrimental to the environment. 
 

1. Pollutes the air 
2. Pollutes the water with toxic elements 
3. Wastes fresh drinking water.  The water they use to Frack is fresh and most people are 

aware several states are in severe draught.  Don’t make yours one of them on purpose. 
4. Causes Seismic activity. 

 
 
This is just the beginning of what fracking can and will do to your    home. 
 
Did you know that over 30,000 gallons of diesel fuel was used to frack for oil without 
mandatory federal permits. 
Or How about in California 3 billion gallons of fracking sludge was illegally dumped into 
California’s drinking water, and farm irrigation aquifers.  This sludge contained  
toxins include high levels of lethal arsenic (carcinogenic and immunodisruptive), thallium 

(an ingredient in rat poison) and nitrates (highly toxic to cattle and other ruminants). 
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This dumping of toxic sludge from fracking went uncovered by large media.  Why is 
that?  One of the largest water using states in the US has been poisoned and it was not covered. 

 
What will happen when the fracking begins in your area.  Your Aquifers, ground water, 
environment.  If it was covered up in California what do you think will happen in your 
area.  You don’t want to live in one of those city/towns that had to pick up and 
move/disappear because your homeland has become to poison to live in. 
 
More import than the dollars these companies will make is our world. Our 

environment.  Everything we do has a cause and effect.  When our world suffers so does every tree, 
animal and 

person. 
 
If not for yourself think of the future. 
 
For those of you who live near and in St. Tammany Parish stand up and say ”NO” permits. 
“NO to Fracking”  save your beautiful spot in our world.  To all others keep watch and if it 
comes to your part of the world “JUST SAY NO” 
 
For St. Tammany this is the email and docket number I found to email.  If an email or letter 
can help lets help. 
dnrinfo@la.gov 
Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
For those who make the decisions on these permits this is NOT the right things to 
do.  Say no and veto the permit and approvals. 
 
Thank you for your time and Consideration 
Tammara Scott 
“Individually we are unique, as a team we are unstoppable” 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:31 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

 
 
From: philcynth@aol.com [mailto:philcynth@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:16 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: re: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

November 17, 2014 
  
Office of Conservation  
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
  

Re: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
  
To Whom It May Concern: 
  
The following are my comments regarding the permit request referenced above.   
  
As a long-standing member of the St. Tammany Parish community, I have been concerned 
about this request for fracking and/or any drilling permits in this parish, for a variety of 
reasons, primarily because we are a community where a single-source aquifer is the basis 
for our water.  When I attended the hearing regarding this, I heard that there is still a 
chance, no matter how small, that the aquifer could be contaminated. (The anti-fracking 
witness, Mr. Quarles, said that the aquifer is stratified into various layers of rock and sand, 
and there were no guarantees as to safety in the drilling at all, as any piece along the pipe 
and casing could fail.)  While many believe that we are desperate for oil and gas, we truly 
will die as a community without water. Even the phrase “Water is the new oil” was the basis 
for a news article this week on “60 Minutes”.
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Another reason for the concern is that the oil company mentioned that 5.8 million gallons of 
water are used on each individual well (and we still have no idea about how many wells that 
they might be interested in drilling).  There also was a puzzle (no definitive answers given 
from Helis) as to from where this water would be obtained.  A vague answer of “ponds on 
the land” was given, yet no one seemed to have an answer as to where these were located, 
how many there “might” be, how much water “might” be in them, or if indeed they might be 
fed from any of our beautiful waterways - streams, bayous and rivers - or even if any ponds 
existed at all!  This in and of itself was alarming and cause for pausing for further answers 
and/or investigation by the DNR.  
  
If indeed the DNR protects our natural resources, let us not forget about the soil, forests, 
wetlands, abundant wildlife and other plants on these 20,000 acres that would be polluted 
and contaminated for generations to come.  As the St. Tammany League of Women Voters 
expressed, St. Tammany is NOT “an industrialized parish”, and this community does not 
want to become one either. (see Google Earth tour of well pads clustered in other areas for 
what this would look like to this Parish if allowed to go 
forward  ….https://www.youtube.com/watch?noredirect=1&v=7jN6TSSPZwU&app=desktop) 
  
Furthermore, while no mention was made regarding earthquakes, how ironic that, the day 
after the DNR hearing, there was a magnitude 4.8 earthquake in the region of 3 states 
where hydraulic fracturing is most active!  (see USA Today - 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/11/12/kansas-oklahoma-
earthquake/18939417/).
  
With an acknowledged 50-50 chance for success in this operation; with no answers 
regarding from where water would come to drill the well; with any chance, no matter how 
remote, that our precious aquifer could be contaminated; and with a community clearly 
against these operations, there is no way that the State could authorize any such permits 
for fracking and/or drilling in this area. 
  
Please consider the needs and values of this community and that water IS the most 
precious resource we have here, in so many ways.  And please come take a ride on the 
Bayou with us, to see first-hand the true beauty, values and resources of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cynthia Schmidt  
59275 Pine Bay Lane 
Lacombe, LA 70445 
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November 17, 2014 

Office of Conservation  
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The following are my comments regarding the permit request referenced 
above.   

As a long-standing member of the St. Tammany Parish community, I have 
been concerned about this request for fracking and/or any drilling permits in 
this parish, for a variety of reasons, primarily because we are a community 
where a single-source aquifer is the basis for our water.  When I attended 
the hearing regarding this, I heard that there is still a chance, no matter how 
small, that the aquifer could be contaminated. (The anti-fracking 
witness, Mr. Quarles, said that the aquifer is stratified into various layers of 
rock and sand, and there were no guarantees as to safety in the drilling at 
all, as any piece along the pipe and casing could fail.)  While many believe 
that we are desperate for oil and gas, we truly will die as a community 
without water. Even the phrase “Water is the new oil” was the basis for a 
news article this week on “60 Minutes”.

Another reason for the concern is that the oil company mentioned that 5.8 
million gallons of water are used on each individual well (and we still have 
no idea about how many wells that they might be interested in drilling).
There also was a puzzle (no definitive answers given from Helis) as to from 
where this water would be obtained.  A vague answer of “ponds on the land” 
was given, yet no one seemed to have an answer as to where these were 
located, how many there “might” be, how much water “might” be in them, 
or if indeed they might be fed from any of our beautiful waterways - 
streams, bayous and rivers - or even if any ponds existed at all!  This in and 
of itself was alarming and cause for pausing for further answers and/or 
investigation by the DNR.  

If indeed the DNR protects our natural resources, let us not forget about the 
soil, forests, wetlands, abundant wildlife and other plants on these 20,000 
acres that would be polluted and contaminated for generations to come.  As 
the St. Tammany League of Women Voters expressed, St. Tammany is NOT 
“an industrialized parish”, and this community does not want to become one 
either. (see Google Earth tour of well pads clustered in other areas for what 
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this would look like to this Parish if allowed to go forward
….https://www.youtube.com/watch?noredirect=1&v=7jN6TSSPZwU&app=desktop) 

Furthermore, while no mention was made regarding earthquakes, how ironic 
that, the day after the DNR hearing, there was a magnitude 4.8 earthquake 
in the region of 3 states where hydraulic fracturing is most active! (see USA 
Today - http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/11/12/kansas-oklahoma-
earthquake/18939417/).

With an acknowledged 50-50 chance for success in this operation; with no 
answers regarding from where water would come to drill the well; with any 
chance, no matter how remote, that our precious aquifer could be 
contaminated; and with a community clearly against these operations, there 
is no way that the State could authorize any such permits for fracking and/or 
drilling in this area. 

Please consider the needs and values of this community and that water IS 
the most precious resource we have here, in so many ways.  And please 
come take a ride on the Bayou with us, to see first-hand the true beauty, 
values and resources of St. Tammany Parish. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Schmidt  
59275 Pine Bay Lane 
Lacombe, LA 70445 
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Comments submitted 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, October 09, 2014 11:55 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

FYI 
 
From: Richard [mailto:rdmurphy1@charter.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 09, 2014 10:16 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 08:21
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket No. 14-626

For the record
 
From: Dave Easley [mailto:davefeasley@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2014 2:39 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; jim.welch@la.gov; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
Email: jim.welch@la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana
P. O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge. LA 
70804-9275
 
Email: jeff.wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, 
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager 
Engineering - Regulatory Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
P. O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge. LA 
70804-9275
 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626  
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Dear Mr, Welch and Mr. Wells (Oh, no, that name mightn't bode well for my request 
today!  Maybe your ancestors were named after water wells and not oil wells!)
 
We don't want Helis's well in St. Tammany Parish!  People on both sides of the issue 
are touting the recent study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences as being is support of their side.  
 
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+htmlhttp://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+html
 

One author even created a fanciful headline stating that the study proved 
that fracking doesn't contaminate drinking water which would beg the 
question, who is going to frack without annuluses (annuli?), production 
casings and underground wells, the man-made elements of fracking 
found by the study to have failed in instances of contamination?  The 
study clearly traced the contaminated water they studied to fracking 
projects in the areas affected.  Only by an impossibly strict definition of 
fracking, one which includes the fracturing of rock but not any of the 
actions of men, chemicals and equipment that cause the fracturing, can it 
be said that fracking did not contaminate the water.  
 

So, basically,  a company that has been perfect in the past and has plans 
in place to remedy failures in the future might be expected to drill 
without problems in St. Tammany.  Helis is neither such company.  I 
guess you are familiar with the following incident in the Gulf of Mexico 
involving Helis:  (conclusions on pages 15 and 16) 
 

http://www.bsee.gov/Inspection-and-Enforcement/Accidents-and-
Incidents/acc_repo/2002/2002-062-pdf/
 

and this list of Helis EPA violations:  
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/OA/RHC/EPAAdmin.nsf/Filings/1F2518C745A
C347385257BAD001BCADC/$File/helis.pdf 
 
 

As Mike Stagg points out in the letters he and Jan Jummonville wrote, 
the oil industry has been drilling for 100 years and hasn't perfected it 
yet.  We are truly dreaming if we expect them to perfect it just in time 
for them to drill through our single source aquifer.  All that risk for 
what?  So a few people can get rich?  Why would any sensible person 
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even consider allowing it?  Are people being paid off or pressured by 
CIA agents into accepting it as a matter of national security even though 
we're already out-producing the Arabs?  Sorry if those two hypothetical 
reasons sound paranoid.  Can you give me a non-paranoid reason why 
anyone should be allowed to drill for oil through a single-source aquifer, 
especially a company with as poor a record as Helis? 
 

What plans do they have in place in case of a problem?  (This is 
definitely not a paranoid question.  See just a handful out of a multitude 
of recent examples below.)  Escaping to China before they can be 
sued?    
 

http://fracking.einnews.com/article/231979951/dOUYe7lF1Im-
vOdu?n=2&code=5CMCg4ac48UddAKT
 
http://wvpublic.org/post/dep-september-drilling-accident-contaminated-water-doddridge-county
 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/29/well_explosion.html
 

not to mention other things that go wrong around oil and gas drilling.  
 

"A number of 
companies feel that if they drill a little deeper in the TMS (Tuscalousa Marine Shale) , the 
GOR or gas-to-oil ratio will be higher, and gas within the formation may help lift the oil 
out," 

 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/28/Investigators-checking-cause-of-pipeline-fire.html
 

and things that go very wrong with the air quality.
 

http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20141030/5-state-study-finds-unsafe-
levels-airborne-chemicals-near-oil-and-gas-sites
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/dangerously-high-levels-of-
airborne-carcinogens-found-at-us-fracking-sites-9826586.html
 
http://www.businessinsider.com/fracking-leaving-radioactive-pollution-in-pa-2013-10
 

In signing off I respectfully urge you both to please do the sensible thing 
and reject this application to drill and I want to say that I agree with 
every point in the following letter by Jummonville and Stagg.
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Dave Easley
Covington LA
 
Dear Mr. Welsh and Mr. Wells,
On behalf of my Family, Friends and the Citizens of St. Tammany Parish, I am opposed to the issuance of a drilling permit to 
Helis Oil & Gas, LLC on the Eads Poitevant et al well location in the Lacombe Bayou Field referenced in the above permit 
applications.
Based on the opinions of many well known and respected scientist and environmentalist and citizens who have witnessed the 
effects of drilling, I oppose this extremely high risk operation with low chances of success documented by company and energy 
industry experts familiar with the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale formations.
Hellis’ own representatives have acknowledged that their chances of success in striking oil in the shale below and around the 
proposed drilling site are no better than 50-50. Based on recent industry-backed studies, Helis’ offer to drill only a vertical well in 
order to run additional tests on the formation before they begin the use of hydraulic fracturing ("fracking") is no assurance or 
guaranty that our groundwater will not be contaminated in areas where fracking has been proposed.
A recent report issued by researchers at The Ohio State University involving work conducted by researchers at Duke, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the University of Rochester determined that groundwater contamination in fracking areas was attributable to 
faulty production casings. Their findings were published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. In Science 
Daily the leader of the study, Thomas Darrah, Assistant Professor of Earth Sciences, Ohio State University, stated:
"There is no question that in many instances elevated levels of natural gas are naturally occurring, but in a subset of cases, there 
is also clear evidence that there were human causes for the contamination. However our data suggests that where contamination 
occurs, it was caused by poor casing and cementing in the wells."Email: dnrinfo.la.gov
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana
October 25, 2014 Page 2 of    5
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana
While the findings might have the effect of allaying some concerns about fracking, Darrah and Researchers from Duke, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the University of Rochester’s report is actually an indictment of the oil and gas drilling industry because the 
concrete casings used in virtually every drill job have been there for decades.
For nearly a century of drilling activity in Louisiana alone, the industry has not been willing or able to master the essential work 
of producing reliable cement jobs on casings, leaving my family, friends and the citizens of St. Tammany parish with the 
inescapable fact that groundwater contamination is a natural byproduct of oil and gas drilling.
Our Parish of St. Tammany is noted for the great quality of our natural spring water. We sit at the southern edge of the Southern 
Hills Aquifer, which is the sole source of drinking water not only for our family, friends, but for all of its citizens and businesses. 
The Southern Hills Aquifer supplies water not only to our Parish, but the homes and businesses of a millions of people living 
between Baton Rouge and Slidell and as far north as Jackson, Mississippi.
Fracking is Oil Companies’ industrialized approach to extraction of oil and gas. The Oil companies tout the Tuscaloosa Marine 
Shale as "the next Bakken field", the large shale oil field that straddles the border of Montana and North Dakota. There are at 
least 30,000 oil and gas wells drilled in that thinly populated area of those two states.
There are more citizens living in Baton Rouge than in all of North Dakota. Should oil and gas companies be allowed similar 
levels of drilling activity across the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale, their drilling would not only contaminate our sole source of 
drinking water, it would fundamentally alter the ecology and culture of our region.
This permit sought by Helis is the tip of the tip of the iceberg. If there is any hint of success with their first well, larger and many 
more oil and gas companies will join the foray demanding permits to drill in our St. Tammany Parish.
There is no compelling economic argument to be made for the exploitation of whatever oil and gas can be found in the shale 
beneath St. Tammany Parish. Oil and gas companies are well aware of and have taken advantage of Louisiana’s two-year 
severance tax exemption on horizontal drilling. It is clear that Louisiana, Parish and local governments stand to make virtually no 
money off severance taxes. Royalties due local governments will be non-existent as a result of the oil and gas companies’ right to 
the two-year severance tax exemptions, a well documented ongoing fact.
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana
October 25, 2014 Page 3 of    5
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana
The oil companies promise of jobs for St. Tammany Parish is bait. There will be no such jobs coming to St. Tammany as a result 
of this drilling. We will be no different than Mississippi where the "man camps" have been constructed for drilling activities. The 
undisputed facts are workers have been imported for those “man camps” for drilling.
Helis has given no indication where they will obtain the millions of gallons of water they will need to conduct fracking 
operations at this and other well sites they might develop. They have provided no information as to where they will dispose of the 
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millions of gallons of contaminated fracking water ("produced water") that results from those operations. There are no rules in 
place in Louisiana to govern the disposal of water used in fracking. The fact that this water has been declared by Congress to be 
"non-hazardous" is of no consequence as that is a legal definition that completely ignores the actual chemical makeup of the 
water.
We know from the nearly 100 years of experience with this industry in our state, that unless they are required to take steps to 
protect our air and water, they will not.
In particular, Helis has a record of ignoring the Safety Regulations in Willow Cove, LA, St. Martin Parish, North East of 
Crowley, North West of Lafayette and South West of Opelousas. Contrary to their Representatives who claim Helis is not a threat 
to our water supply, Helis violated 10 Safety Regulations and entered a Consent Judgment on 6/23/2013 signed by Helis 
Production Manager, David McKnight, in the Matter of Helis Oil & Gas Company, LLC, Respondent, regarding the Willow 
Cove Facility, Case No. CW A-06-2013-4815. A synopsis of this Judgment and 10 violations are:
On February 27, 2013, the EPA inspected the facility and found Helis failed to fully implement its SPCC plan for the Willow 
Cove facility as follows:
1.             Helis failed to conduct inspections and tests in accordance with written procedure, failed to keep written records and 
tests signed by the appropriate supervisor or inspector and failed to keep them with the SPCC Plan for a period of three years. 
Specifically the facility tank inspection forms are not for individual tanks, the inspection forms are generic with missing required 
information and the facility is not inspecting the interstitial space in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.7(e).
2.             Helis failed to designate a person as accountable for discharge prevention at the facility that reports to facility 
management in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.7(f) (2).
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana
October 25, 2014 Page 4 of    5
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
Helis failed to provide a discussion on brittle fracture evaluation of field- constructed aboveground containers conducted after 
tank repair, alterations, reconstruction, or change in service that might affect the risk of a discharge in accordance with 40 CFR § 
112.7(I).
Helis failed to discuss in plan the handling of dump vales that are apart of separators and treaters to equip facility to prevent 
discharge of oil in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.11(D).
Helis failed to discuss in plan suitable corrosion protection for containers. Specifically, the plan only discusses corrosion 
protection for piping and not the containers in accordance with 40 CPR § 112.11 (G).
Helis failed to discuss in plan and to conduct testing and inspection of pollution prevention equipment and systems conducted on 
a scheduled periodic basis commensurate with the complexity, conditions, and circumstances of the facility and any other 
applicable regulations. Additionally, the facility failed to discuss in plan and conduct simulated discharges used for testing and 
inspecting human and equipment pollution control and countermeasure systems. Specifically, the facility failed to discuss the 
testing of the sump system and the facility failed to keep records on testing in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.ll(I).
Helis failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained regarding the method of activation or control, such as pressure 
differential, change in fluid or flow conditions, combination of pressure and flow or manual or remote control mechanisms. The 
facility failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained for the pressure safety valve (PSV) test in accordance with 40 CPR § 
112.11G).
Helis failed to discuss in plan blowout prevention assembly and well control system installation before drilling below casing 
string and during work over operations, and failed to discuss if blowout prevention assembly and well control system was capable 
of controlling any well-head pressure that maybe encountered while on the well in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.ll(K).
Helis failed to discuss in plan adequate protection of sub-marine piping against environmental stresses. Specifically, the plan 
failed to discuss how submerged piping and appurtenances are protected in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.1 I(O).
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana
October 25, 2014 Page 5 of    5
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana
10.
Helis failed to discuss in plan and failed to conduct periodic inspections or tests, at a regular schedule on sub-marine piping and 
appurtenances for failure prevention and failed to maintain records of inspections or tests in accordance with 40 CFR § 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



112.11(P).19. Respondent's failure to fully implement its SPCC plan for the facility violated 40 CFR § 112.3, and impacted its 
ability to prevent an oil spill."
As a result, Carl Edlund, P.E. Director, Superfund Division of the EPA signed this FINAL ORDER on 7/10/2013, ordering Helis 
to pay a fine of $12,100.00 to the Environmental Protection Agency:
"Pursuant to Section 3ll(b)(6) of the Act, 33 USC § l32l(b)(6) and the delegated authority of the undersigned, and in accordance 
with the "Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties, Issuance of Compliance or 
Corrective Action Orders, and the Revocation, Termination or Suspension of Permits," codified at 40 CFR Part 22, the forgoing 
Consent Agreement is hereby approved and incorporated by reference into this Final Order, and the Stipulations by the parties 
and Allegations by the Complainant are adopted as Findings in this Final Order. The Respondent is ordered to comply with the 
terms of the Consent Agreement."
In summary, we have no guarantee that there will be sufficient jobs, if any, for our citizens. Helis has the right and can easily 
avoid state, parish or local tax revenue through Louisiana’s two-year severance tax exemption. Helis has demonstrated it’s lack of 
compliance with lawful safety procedures. There is no guarantee from Helis that there will be no contamination of our sole water 
supply. Yet, we are being asked to assume the risk of the contamination of our groundwater and the pollution of our air, including 
the risk of methane leaks, and a wide range of toxic chemicals put in the ground during fracking, in exchange for the extremely 
short-term financial gains of Helis and the Poitevant family. No monetary value can be attached to our clean air and water and the 
natural beauty to which all of us are entitled.
WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF DRINKING WATER, CANNOT AFFORD TO HAVE OUR 
GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATED BY DRILLING ACTIVITIES OF ANY KIND AND DEMAND THAT YOU, AS A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF ST. TAMMANY PARISH AND THE SURROUNDING PARISHES, DENY 
THIS PERMIT! Thank you for your service in protecting St. Tammany Parish.
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 09:54
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket No. 14-626

For the record
 
From: Sandra Doney [mailto:swdoney@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 10:28 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626
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1 Timothy 6:10King James Version (KJV)
10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)
14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Pe
nn

sy
lv

an
ia

 R
el

ea
se

s 
O

ffi
ci

al
 F

ile
 D

et
ai

lin
g 

25
0 

W
at

er
 S

up
pl

ie
s 

 
D

ire
ct

ly
 P

ol
lu

te
d 

by
 F

ra
ck

in
g 

 

EM
IL

Y
 A

TK
IN

In
 th

is
 J

ul
y 

27
, 2

01
1 

fil
e 

ph
ot

o,
 th

e 
su

n 
sh

in
es

 o
ve

r a
 

R
an

ge
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 w
el

l  
si

te
 in

 W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 P
a.

P
ra

ct
ic

e 
of

 h
yd

ra
ul

ic
 fr

ac
tu

rin
g 

to
 e

xt
ra

ct
 o

il 
an

d 
ga

s 
is

 s
pr

ea
di

ng
, 

m
ak

in
g 

ris
k 

of
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

gr
ea

te
r, 

re
se

ar
ch

er
s 

sa
y

R
en

ee
 L

ew
is

R
is

ks
 o

f s
om

e 
bi

rth
 d

ef
ec

ts
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

as
 m

uc
h 

as
 3

0 
pe

rc
en

t 
in

 m
ot

he
rs

 w
ho

 li
ve

d 
ne

ar
 o

il 
an

d 
ga

s 
w

el
ls

R
en

ee
 L

ew
is

    
   

Fr
ac

k 
Ef

fe
ct

s 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



In
 t

en
 y

ea
rs

, 
th

e 
Co

lo
ra

do
 R

iv
er

 B
as

in
 h

as
 lo

st
 t

he
 e

qu
iv

al
en

t 
of

 t
w

o 
La

ke
 M

ea
ds

, 
th

e 
la

rg
es

t 
re

se
rv

oi
r 

in
 t

he
 U

.S
., 

pi
ct

ur
ed

 h
er

e 
at

 d
us

k 
w

ith
 L

as
 V

eg
as

 in
 t

he
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d.
 

  
  

   
  

  
 P

H
O

TO
G

RA
PH

 B
Y 

PE
TE

R 
ES

SI
CK

, 
N

AT
IO

N
AL

 G
EO

G
RA

PH
IC

  
Au

g.
 1

9,
 2

01
4 

If
 Y

ou
 T

hi
nk

 t
he

 W
at

er
 C

ri
si

s 
C

an
't

 G
et

 W
or

se
, W

ai
t 

U
nt

il 
th

e 
A

qu
if

er
s 

A
re

 D
ra

in
ed

 
W

e'
re

 p
um

pi
ng

 ir
re

pl
ac

ea
bl

e 
gr

ou
nd

w
at

er
 to

 c
ou

nt
er

 th
e 

dr
ou

gh
t. 

W
he

n 
it'

s 
go

ne
, t

he
 re

al
 c

ris
is

 b
eg

in
s.

 

U
S 

Su
pe

rp
ow

er
 o

f G
as

 P
ro

du
ct

io
n 

or
 M

as
s 

D
es

tr
uc

tio
n?

 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Pe
op

le
 P

ow
er

 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Sc
ie

nt
is

ts
 W

ar
n 

of
 Q

ua
ke

 R
is

k 
 

Fr
om

 F
ra

ck
in

g 
O

pe
ra

tio
ns

 
Tr

em
or

s 
in

du
ce

d 
by

 w
as

te
w

at
er

 d
is

po
sa

l a
re

 la
rg

er
 

an
d 

ha
rd

er
 to

 p
re

di
ct

 th
an

 p
re

vi
ou

sl
y 

th
ou

gh
t.

U
nd

er
gr

ou
nd

 d
is

po
sa

l o
f w

as
te

w
at

er
 fr

om
 fr

ac
ki

ng
 m

ay
 p

os
e 

a 
m

uc
h 

gr
ea

te
r r

is
k 

of
 c

au
si

ng
 d

an
ge

ro
us

 e
ar

th
qu

ak
es

 th
an

 p
re

vi
ou

sl
y 

be
lie

ve
d,

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 in
 a

re
as

 o
f t

he
 U

.S
. S

ou
th

w
es

t a
nd

 M
id

w
es

t 
w

he
re

 e
ar

th
qu

ak
e 

fa
ul

ts
 h

av
e 

no
t b

ee
n 

m
ap

pe
d 

ex
te

ns
iv

el
y.

 
W

or
se

 y
et

, s
ci

en
tis

ts
 a

re
 n

ot
 y

et
 a

bl
e 

to
 p

re
di

ct
 w

hi
ch

 w
as

te
w

at
er

 
in

je
ct

io
n 

si
te

s 
ar

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 p

os
e 

ris
ks

 to
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 o
r c

rit
ic

al
 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 p

ow
er

 p
la

nt
s,

 a
nd

 d
o 

no
t y

et
 k

no
w

 w
ha

t o
pe

ra
to

rs
 

m
ig

ht
 d

o 
to

 m
iti

ga
te

 th
e 

ha
za

rd
. A

nd
 n

ew
 re

se
ar

ch
 in

di
ca

te
s 

th
at

 th
e 

di
sp

os
al

 w
el

ls
 a

re
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f a
ffe

ct
in

g 
ea

rt
hq

ua
ke

 fa
ul

ts
 th

at
 a

re
 m

ile
s 

aw
ay

 fr
om

 th
em

.  
   

   
   

   
  

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



En
er

gy
 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

R
en

ew
ab

le
 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 

 1 

 
 
Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 09:55
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

  
  
From: Patrick Martin [mailto:mart139@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:07 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
  
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
  
Attached please find my letter in support of the drilling permit application. 
  
I am also sending the same by U. S. mail. 
  
Pat Martin 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Ren Clark [mailto:rylaur@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 12:13 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Cc: Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Engineering Docket14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 

Commissioner Jim Welsh
Louisiana Office of Conservation

Ref: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. 
Tammany Parish, (Engineering Docket14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
well.)

Dear Sir:

I attended the Public Hearing last Wednesday, Nov. 12, at the Lakeshore Sr. 
High gym. I think most people understood that your office was under no 
obligation to site an opportunity for public input in St. Tammany 
Parish. Thanks to you and to your staff for extending that consideration to 
the people of St. Tammany.

I sat through most, but not all, of the nearly 8 hours of proponent claims of 
safety and remoteness juxtaposed to opponent concerns for the health, 
safety and welfare of the people who actually live in St, Tammany Parish.

I won't repeat opposition themes - with which I agree in almost every 
instance. I'll just say that the proposed site is in no way "remote" and that 
the proponent claims of safety are not borne out by experience (BP 
Macondo, Bayou Corme, Lake Peigneur put a name to only a fraction of the 
safety counterpoints).

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



However, there was one consideration that was not directly addressed by 
the proponents or opponents and that is the effect of changing 10 acres of a 
landscape from wetland agro-forest to compacted industrial site.

Basically, the onset of the drilling activity you permit is going to change the 
"c" in the famous runoff equation: Q = cIA. And when that c-coefficient is 
changed (e.g. from .25 to .75 or higher), cu.ft./sec of runoff, with who 
knows what substances in suspension, will double or triple. The direction of 
that runoff in a very flood-prone place is toward more wetlands and the 
headwaters of scenic and protected bayous. That the paid spokesmen, for 
the absent permit applicant, demonstrated no concern (or awareness) in this 
area should be considered a major technical shortcoming.

None of us who live in St. Tammany are under any illusion that this permit is 
for an isolated "geo-science project" as the proponents were certainly trying 
to suggest. We all know that this is the first domino in a long, long line that 
will start falling with continuously compounding consequences for our soil, 
air and water.

By approving this permit, you will set in motion a process of industrialization 
from which St. Tammany will not easily (if ever) recover. And I must note 
that those responsible for environmental damages will likely skate on any 
'recovery' obligations.

I respectfully ask you to reject this permit application in order to save one of 
Louisiana's unique places from irreparable industrial scarring.

Thank you,

Ren Clark
420 Carroll St.
Mandeville, Louisiana
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FYI - Helis 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Terri Lewis Stevens [mailto:terri@lsarchitecture.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 12:49 PM 
To: Elizabeth Johnson (DEQ); Robert M MVN Tewis; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN'; Jim Welsh; Patrick 
Courreges 
Cc: rick_ccst@yahoo.com; 'Jordan, Lisa W'; Marianne Cufone; 'm Ren Clark'; Kelly Kreminski; Greg 
Lemons 
Subject: Frack pond management-Abandoned frack ponds near Garden City TX (east of Odessa) 
 

Dear Sirs and Madam, 

Google Earth is very revealing in the depiction of what is left behind by drillers after the minerals have 
been sucked dry.  The attached pdf’s are indicative of the state of abandonment that fracking ponds 
(produced water) are left as, per the current guidelines. 

The pdfs are of Denver City, TX and Garden City, Texas (east of hwy 33, south of the city)-and if you will 
simply “Google Map” these cities (or any other city in this region of NW Texas) and scroll around the area 
you will see numerous examples of abandoned well pads and frack ponds with the fluid left to evaporate 
into the atmosphere.  Please note that I did not retouch the Garden City pdf in any way, but did notice a 
strange lime green halo along the edge of the adjacent waterway. 

If time permits, scroll around the entire geographic area and you will see the devastation to the natural 
envirnment left by drillers.  Abandoned pads, abandoned wet frack ponds, zero restoration or 
reforestation requirements…an abliteration of the natural habitat.

Please deny the Helis application for any well to be drilled in St Tammany Parish.  The ecological future of 
our area is at stake.  The already endangered habitat here is at stake, our precious wetlands are at stake 
and likely, our clean water supplies as well.   

Apparently there are few, if any, regulations in place which are designed to restore the landscape to pre-
drill conditions at the conclusion of the mineral extraction, and obviously, the landowners have absolved 
themselves of any clean-up as well.  The SuperFund clean-up sites of the 70’s started this way, as I 
recall…abandoned toxic messes left by industries for the taxpayers and Federal Government to 
remediate. 
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Well pad devastation will be our future if these permits are allowed…and we don’t deserve this if your 
charge is to manage and protect our natural resources for generations to come.  Taking the spoils 
without any responsibility for the collateral damage cannot possibly be the design of the 
regulations.  Please protect the residents and the environment by denying Helis’ application to drill in 
STP. 

Regards, 
Terri Lewis Stevens, Director 
Concerned Citizens of Covington, Inc. 
409-299-0162 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:31 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Fracking 

 
 
From: Patricia Edmiston [mailto:patedmiston@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:12 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Fracking 

I am writing in opposition to fracking in general but in particular drilling through an aquifer that 
supplies the water for numerous towns in St. Tammany and other parishes.  To begin with there 
is no real need to "dynamite" the earth to extract oil and gas, as there is not a shortage as 
attested by all the idle oil rigs in the gulf. Secondly, creating fractures in the ground causes open 
fissures once the oil and gas is removed and the ground will sink to fill in the opening left 
behind. Unstable soil creates sinking road beds, sink holes, and could possibly cause harm to 
the aquifer. 
 
Finally, if there is any chance even a minimal one that our aquifer will be contaminated by the 
chemicals used to frack the earth then we should not take that chance.  Abita Springs, along 
with other communities, would have to find clean water elsewhere, which would not be an 
easy task.  Clean water is a commodity much like oil but much more precious!  We can continue 
to live without oil but not without clean water. 
 
I implore you to please not approve this or any other fracking project. It is unnecessary, 
unwanted, and to move forward would only benefit the land owner and an oil company. To 
stop this now would benefit thousands of citizens in Louisiana.  
 
Sincerely, 
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Patricia Flad Edmiston 
Sing like no one's listening, dance like no one's watching, love like you've never been hurt.  
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:30 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: fracking in St. Tammany 

 
 
From: ROBERT QUINTANA [mailto:quinrob@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:52 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: fracking in St. Tammany 
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Another Helis permit comment 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 8:57 AM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh 
Subject: FW: Helis Drilling Permit St. Tammany Parish 

FYI 
 
From: Will Reimers [mailto:willreimers9771@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 1:07 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Drilling Permit St. Tammany Parish 

 

October 4, 2014

 
Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
Email:  dnrinfo@la.gov 
 
Re:   Comments in Support of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
        Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  
        Bayou Lacombe Field, Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East, 
        St. Tammany Parish, LA

To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to ask you to support the permit for the above listed drilling 
permit. 
 
As you are aware Louisiana is one of the foremost leaders in petroleum 
production.  The region has benefited greatly by the increased economic impact 
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brought on by the oil and gas industry.  I would like to see that benefit realized 
by St. Tammany Parish.  
 
My family is a landowner in St. Tammany Parish.  As such I have an interest in 
seeing an increase in the value of land in St. Tammany.  I have an interest in 
seeing jobs created and seeing a flourishing economy.   
 
However, I also understand the need for good environmental practice.  We all 
love the wonderful ecosystems of south Louisiana.  I am confident that the 
current methods for oil and gas exploration are safe.  I believe that that tragedy 
in the Gulf of Mexico, surrounding the British Petroleum spill, has placed 
pressure on the oil and gas industry to improve methods and preserve 
important resources like ground water.  
 
It is my understanding that the permit being sought is for a vertical well with 
no lateral fracturing.  As such this is a routine drilling project that has been 
occurring for decades without issues on inshore projects.    
 
I ask the Office of Conservation to issue the permit for drilling, as soon as 
possible.  
 
Thank You,
 
William Reimers
23017 Zemurray Gardens Drive 
Loranger, LA 70446
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Allen Bealle [mailto:allen.bealle@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:31 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Helis Oil ..proposed St. Tammany well 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 09:54
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross
Subject: FW: Helis Oil Drilling - Docket 14-626

 
 
From: Ann Burke [mailto:annpb2@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 10:30 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Oil Drilling - Docket 14-626
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Kaysey Hasslock [mailto:kmliaison@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:46 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Helis Oil Drilling Permit Application in St Tammany Parish 

  
  
From: Kaysey Hasslock 
Sent:  Monday ,  November 17,  2014  
To: Jim.welsh@la.gov 
  
Louisiana Dept. of Conservation 
Commissioner James Welsh 
  
Dear Sir,

 Thank you for holding the recent Helis Oil well permitting hearing here in Mandeville. It was a very long night for all, we too stayed until almost midnight, and 
were impressed by the strong, clear and well researched statements presented by many of our neighbors to your committee. We stand with them 
in requesting that the Louisiana Department of Conservation denies the Helis Oil & Gas Lacombe Bayou permit application on the basis of 
the unavoidable compromise to our community resources. The health, safety and welfare of an entire community and the natural resources upon which we 
depend should not be put at risk. This project WOULD create severe and irreparable environmental degradation right in the middle of a flourishing residential 
community, endangering health and lowering our property values. 

 Our vibrant community is based upon attracting residential development. The new Lakeshore High School (1000 students) is adjacent to the proposed drilling 
field an area completely incompatible with any drilling development. It is also worthy of note that within 1-3 miles are Mandeville Middle School (800+ Students), 
two rapidly growing subdivisions with many young families and the Louisiana Heart Hospital (500+ Patients, First Responders and staff). The tract in question is 
presently zoned A-3, and if this project is permitted it would kill the development of this as residential community. In other words this area is flourishing as a 
residential one, NOT as one of a risky drilling industrialized one. 

 This proposed well is not being requested to serve the public good. The vast number of residents of St.Tammany will reap no benefit from approval of this unit 
permit----nor from the numerous ones which would then surely follow---instead would be forced to bear the vast array of immediate and long term risks to our 
health, our natural resources, our property values (hence diminishment of vital Parish tax revenue) and our future Parish development. 
I ask that you step up to the opportunity to protect the people and the land of St Tammany Parish, say NO to this project! 
Sincerely,  
Kaysey Hasslock 
Dr. Michael Finn 

1317 Livingston St
Mandeville, LA 70448
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Paula Boardman [mailto:pbboardman@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 8:12 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; Patrick Courreges; jimwelch@la.gov 
Subject: Helis Oil Permit 
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FYI 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 12:30 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh 
Cc: Kaylin Parker 
Subject: FW: Helis Oil permit engineering docket #14-626, St. Tammany Parish 

FYI 
 
From: chrisi@cbtec.com [mailto:chrisi@cbtec.com] On Behalf Of Chris Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 11:52 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Oil permit engineering docket #14-626, St. Tammany Parish 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:24 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Helis Oil Permit in St. Tammany 
 
 
 
From: Don Saucier [mailto:drs@acadiacom.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:57 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Oil Permit in St. Tammany 
 
As a resident of St. Tammany Parish  I oppose granting a permit to Helis Oil Co. to drill a Hydraulic 
Fracking well near hwy. 1088 for the following reasons : 
1.They claim that the 5 million gallons of fresh water needed to drill the well will not come from our 
rivers or aquifers but from “private ponds “ I ask where are these ponds located and what is the water 
source for these ponds ? 
2.They claim that this is the best site for drilling  in St. Tammany when all factors are considered . Yet 
they have leased almost 60,00 acres in St. Tammany parish for future drilling . How inferior are these 
acres ? 
3.They claim that trucks will carry the salt water from the well to other sites . Where ? Are they using 
salt water injection wells ? Do they have permits for such ? Salt water/oil ratio can be 20/1 for the life of 
the well. 
4.Although the company claims to have an excellent safety record ,this is the first Hydraulic fractured 
well in St. Tammany. Will they use newer techniques such as Schlumberger’s HIWAY flow channel 
fracking technology ? Or Baker Hughes’ FracPoint openhole fracture completion system ? Or FlowTec’s 
Citrus Method avoiding the carcinogenic compounds ? 
 
Frac jobs are inherently dangerous and environmentally catastrophic  when done badly . 
 
Sincerely , 
D.R. Saucier 
400 Live Oak St. 
Mandeville,LA. 70448 
985-502-9881 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Joan Simon [mailto:joan154.simon@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 10:50 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; Jim Welch; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Helis Permit 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Joan Simon [mailto:joan154.simon@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:00 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; Jim Welch; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: HELIS PERMIT 

  
Gentlemen:
I am a 30 year resident of St. Tammany Parish and am writing to urge you to deny the Helis 
permit. While this company might possibly meet the minimum standards that the DNR has 
established, how can that be acceptable? I am not assuming you would be basing your decision 
on these narrow guidelines but in view of the history of your agency, I feel compelled to 
mention it.  I certainly  hope that you would have more respect for the citizens of St. Tammany 
Parish than to blatantly disregard our rights to health and safety, which would be the case if 
you were to say yes to this small group of people  who do not even live in St. Tammany. 
  
Despite the past history of your agency to rubber stamp most, if not all, oil permits, please 
remember that you are  constitutionally bound to protect the health and safety of all Louisiana 
residents. Mineral rights are only one  part of the resources of Louisiana, though they have 
been treated as if they are the only resources and oil companies as if they were royalty to 
which we must bow and scrape. 
The testimony presented at the hearing at Lakeshore High School last Wednesday night should 
make it abundantly clear that to frack St. Tammany Parish would be a dangerous undertaking 
that would jeopardize our sole source aquifer, ground water, air, transportation grid, home 
values and the quality of life in this Parish. 
  
No single company who stands to make lots of money has the right to trump our zoning laws 
and our home rule charter. It is truly the duty of our government to respect those laws and 
make decisions based on the good of the many, not the few. 
  
This morning when I awakened I brushed my teeth, took a shower, boiled water for tea, and did 
dishes in my kitchen sink. As I did these routine tasks a huge wave of fear came over me - 
because I realized that I could not safely lead my life - nor could my husband, my daughter and 
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son-in-law and 4 year old granddaughter - if fracking poisoned the water we all rely on as is our 
right. What would you do if this happened where you live? Wouldn't you feel the same as we 
do and do everything you could to avoid such a potential disaster? What sane society poisons 
its own water supply? 
  
The well-informed citizens of St. Tammany who spoke at the hearing voiced their concerns and 
objections with eloquence and I am adding my own concerns to theirs - for my family, friends 
and all of us who live and work here. 
  
Please do what you are constitutionally bound to do and deny the Helis permit. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joan Simon 
154 Belle Terre Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Gilda Reed [mailto:gildareed@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 8:14 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; Patrick Courreges; jim.welch@la.gov 
Subject: Helis Permit 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Sissy Wiggin [mailto:s_wiggin2003@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:03 AM 
To: Jeff Wells; jim.welch@la.gov; Patrick Courreges 
Cc: Sissy Wiggin 
Subject: Helis permit 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:28 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Helis well, St. Tammany Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 

 
 
From: robbie [mailto:socorob@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 11:51 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis well, St. Tammany Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 

Dear Sirs, 
 
I would like to strongly urge you to deny the permit for the planned fracking well in St. 
Tammany parish, as well as any in the future. We only have one source of water here. That 
goes, we go. Helis has not mentioned anything about water buffalos during any of this process. 
In case you're not sure what a water buffalo is, you can search on the internet, youtube, etc 
"water buffalo Pennsylvania" and see what they are. What has happened in Pennsylvania, 
Wyoming, and a few other places, is that fracking poisoned the water wells in whole 
subdivisions. The state then comes in and makes the people disconnect their water wells. 
Which is understandable, because they don't want whole neighborhoods of people dying. Now 
the people have no water to their homes. Sometimes the state makes the fracking companies 
provide water. They come in and put in these huge water tanks in front of everyone's homes, 
affectionately called water buffaloes by the locals. They are required to fill them every 2 weeks. 
If the people have a large family, they have to be very conserving of the water to make sure it 
doesn't run out in those 2 weeks. After a while, if the well runs dry, the frackers leave and they 
come in and remove the tanks, unless the people want to start paying for them. It costs about 
$125 every 2 weeks to lease and have it filled, so that's another $250 bill these poor people 
have to pay each month. Take in mind this water isn't potable, it's only for cooking, washing 
and flushing. They have to buy their drinking water on top of that. In those places they also 
have to vent their wells so they don't explode because of the methane migration into them 
(which is why they had to be capped off in the first place). A small dripping water leak now 
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becomes a gas leak. Several pump houses and at least 1 house have exploded across the 
country from this. Most of the wells in my neighborhood are in peoples garages, so that would 
be extra dangerous for us. People wonder why these people don't move. Well, now that the 
house doesn't have a water supply, no lending institutions will loan against that property, so 
the fracking has basically made their houses almost worthless. A few people with good enough 
credit started buying a second home, and abandoning the 1st home, not paying the mortgage. 
In response to that, real estate contracts now have a check box so you have to disclose if your 
property is within certain distance of a fracking property. Not from the well, from the edge of 
the property. It's already in the real estate disclosure forms in St. Tammany parish. I can 
provide you with a copy of that if needed. So in summary, please deny the permit. 
 
Thank you for your concern, 
Robbie Creel 
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Kiana Rugar [mailto:kianarugar@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:29 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: hydraulic fracking 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:15 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Hydraulic Fracturing Gas Drilling in St. Tammany Parish 

 
 
From: Nancy Caddigan [mailto:nancadd@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:07 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Hydraulic Fracturing Gas Drilling in St. Tammany Parish 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: LDNR Public Information <info@LA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 16:20
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges
Cc: Kaylin Parker
Subject: FW: Fw: LA Office of Conservation Hearing - Engineering Docket No. 14-626

FYI
 
From: George E. Burch [mailto:geburch2@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 2:59 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: FW: Fw: LA Office of Conservation Hearing - Engineering Docket No. 14-626

Dear Madam / Sir:
 
 
            Attached is my letter supporting the issuance of the Drilling Permit to Helis.
 
Sincerely.
George E. Burch
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             George E. Burch 
       13344 S. tranquility Road 
     Lacombe, Louisiana 70445 

         (214) 402 8587 
 
 
October 15, 2014 
 
 
 
Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
 Via Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
 
RE:         Comments in Support of Issuance 
 Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
               Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Bayou Lacombe Field 
               Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East 
               St. Tammany Parish, LA 
 
 
 
Dear Madam / Sir: 
 
I support the approval of the Drilling Permit as referenced above. Specifically I note: 
 
 

In general, domestic energy production lessens our dependence on foreign oil and provides increased 
energy and economic security for the nation, region, and the state, which is particularly important during 
this period of geopolitical instability throughout the world, 
In the event of successful development of the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale throughout St. Tammany Parish, 
the positive economic impact would be extremely significant to the Parish, the region and the State 
accelerating economic growth, thus leading directly and indirectly to increased government revenues that 
can be used for the public’s general welfare including the building of infrastructure and providing 
important services such as education and health care, 
No studies or historical data substantiate that hydraulic fracturing well completion methods, much less 
simply drilling a vertical well, creates unprecedented or unreasonable risk to the environment, 
The vertical subsurface separation between the fresh water aquifers and the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 
interval (+/- 13,000’ subsea) is a substantially greater linear distance, approximately 9,500 linear feet, 
then found in most other shale exploration and development areas throughout the country,  
Compared to Marcellus Shale (+/- 5,500’ – 8,500’ subsea) in Pennsylvania; Barnett Shale (+/- 6,500’ to 
8,500’ subsea) in suburban Texas;  Eagle Ford Shale (+/- 6,000’ – 9,000’ subsea) in Texas, the areas of 
development for shale resources in Louisiana are preferable due to the deeper depth of the Tuscaloosa 
Marine Shale (+/- 13,000’ subsea) and Haynesville Shale intervals, 
The absence of natural faulting in St. Tammany Parish further reduces the already low possibility of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids migrating beyond the designed tolerance of a few hundred feet above the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale interval found at +/- 13,000’ subsea, 
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Based on the facts, circumstances and the specifics of the reference drilling permit application failure to 
issue the permit would unreasonably and unnecessarily usurp landowner rights and directly result in a 
taking of minerals under private property, 
The authority to grant this routine permit rest solely with the Office of Conservation and should not be 
unduly influenced by parochial issues or special interest groups expressing concerns that are not based on 
facts or science, 
Due to the fact that the current permit application seeks only the authorization to drill a vertical well, 
there is no basis for delay in issuance.  As the permit was submitted, drilling a horizontal lateral in the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale will require an amendment to the current permit.  Permits to drill vertical wells 
are issued routinely and in a timely manner by the Office of Conservation. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
George E. Burch 
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See attached for Helis comments 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Don Shea [mailto:donshea0220@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 10, 2014 3:03 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges; Daniel Henry 
Subject: Fwd: NBC Press Release 
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For release: Friday, October 10, 2014 

Contact: Northshore Business Council, Larry Rase, (985)-630-7181 

 

Northshore Business Council Issues Statement in Support of Oil and Gas Industry 

The citizens of our Northshore community are engaged in an important public dialogue regarding Helis 
Oil and Gas’s intention to establish an exploratory well in St. Tammany Parish. The study and 
consideration of relevant issues by the leadership of the Northshore Business Council is appropriate 
given the community impact of these activities. 

As CEO’s representing 60 businesses and thousands of employees in our Northshore region, we fully 
understand and appreciate the value that our community’s quality of life has on our region. In fact, 
there are no greater valued assets in economic development efforts than our great schools, safe streets 
and the beautiful environment our region enjoys.  We also recognize that a significant segment of our 
citizens believe that encouraging oil and gas exploration is not only good for our local economy, but also 
our state and, ultimately, our nation.  We stand firm in the belief that with strong state and local 
government oversight, we can have both.   

Thousands of jobs in St. Tammany stem from the oil and gas industry and hundreds of millions of dollars 
flow into our state’s budget. The Northshore Business Council strongly encourages our political and 
regulatory leadership to keep these economic realities in mind, and to remember that we are a pro oil 
and gas parish in the heart of a pro oil and gas state. Our membership supports the responsible activities 
of those industries wholeheartedly.  Safe, responsible exploration is both a regulated right and a 
community responsibility. Our organization is confident strong state and local oversight can insure the 
industry meets its responsibility to the community. 
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For Helis hearing file 

Patrick Courreges 
Department of Natural Resources 
 225-454-8223 

From: Terri Lewis Stevens [terri@lsarchitecture.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 2:06 PM 
To: 'Farabee, Michael V MVN'; Robert M MVN Tewis; Elizabeth Johnson (DEQ); Jim Welsh; Patrick 
Courreges 
Cc: Jake Groby; Greg Lemons; 'Jordan, Lisa W'; Marianne Cufone 
Subject: Oct 30, 2014 -400 Homes evacuated due to hydraulic fracturing gas well leak

http://fracking.einnews.com/article/231979951/dOUYe7lF1Im-vOdu?n=2&code=5CMCg4ac48UddAKT 
  
With each passing day, another tale of an unplanned, unexpected well failure somewhere in the US-this 
time, Ohio.  This is not an anomaly, this is a reality of the industry and I hope that your consideration of 
the real and lethal risks are being fully considered as you ponder the permit request of Helis Oil and Gas 
to begin exploration and subsequent fracking in STP. 
  
Their hydraulic fracturing and well boring activities will affect the entire Parish, short term and long term, 
in relatively minor inconveniences (truck traffic, dust and noise), along with a real potential for 
catastrophic accidents. 
  
Please deny Helis’ request for permitting of any well, as well as any request for mitigation of critical 
wetland habitat in St Tammany Parish.  What we bargain away now will have multi-generational impact 
on the area. 
  
Regards, 
Terri 
  
  
  
  

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 11:39 AM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: P. S. re - Engineering Docket No. 14-626

 
 
From: Dave Easley [mailto:davefeasley@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 11:31 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information; jim.welch@la.gov; Jeff Wells; dnr.info@la.gov
Subject: P. S. re - Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  

Email: jim.welch@la.gov  

Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  

Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  

State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  
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Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  

Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  

Engineering - Regulatory Division  

Department of Natural Resources    

State of Louisiana  

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626  

 

P. S 

 

Hi, Jim and Jeff, more thoughts on this permit:
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It's 
fundamentally dishonest to view this application in any other way
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Dale Anderson [mailto:nawlinsgemini@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:23 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Cc: Jeff Wells 
Subject: petitions requesting denial of drilling permit (2) 
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Dale Anderson [mailto:nawlinsgemini@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:16 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Cc: Jeff Wells 
Subject: Petitions to deny permit Eads Poitevet Et.Al group 1 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:30 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Please base your decision on reality for Helis Well in St. Tammany 
 
 
 
From: Avery Munson [mailto:Avery.Munson@mammoet.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 11:15 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Please base your decision on reality for Helis Well in St. Tammany 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am a veteran of 20 years in the drilling operations(rig based). 
 
My opinions are based on experience and knowledge of the oil and gas industry.  
 
We all know the productive zones (if verified as such) are thousands of feet below any groundwater / 
reservoirs. IF there could be any migration it would be through lack of well integrity. This , of course, will 
show  while drilling or producing. DNR could require additional Well Integrity Tests if so desired. 
I implore you to follow your mission  prudently judge this project on science, not hysteria. Please rely on 
your standards, guidelines, and industry best practices to allow this project to move forward. 
 
The reality: 
Public opposition is being fanned by those that do not have the knowledge or experience to offer an 
objection based on science. The Hollywood actor will still be able to fish and crab – the children will still 
be safe in school. ( side bar -  Did you ever notice it’s always about the children, no matter what the 
issue?). A heavy rain will introduce more pollutants and hydrocarbons from street runoff than this well 
will. 
Most of LA is a wetland, and permits are routinely issued to prudent operators. 
Helis is a prudent operator. 
DNR oversight is qualified and capable to oversee this project. 
 
Thank you for your service, time and consideration.  
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Avery Munson 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: yoga liz [mailto:yoga_liz@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:58 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Please DENY Fracking Permit request by Helis  
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See below.  Very important regional business support for Helis announced this 
afternoon by every business group in the area, beginning with the Northshore 
Business Council and  all of the following business groups in the region: 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE

October 30, 2014

Contact Information: Caitlin Berni, Greater Ne
cberni@gnoinc.org

Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Cou
In Support of Energy Industry 

Businesses Support Safe Exploration in Louisiana 

NEW ORLEANS -- The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore Business Counc
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365 Canal Street, Suite 2300, New Orleans, LA 70130 Phone: 504.527.6900 Fax: 504.527.6970 www.gnoinc.org

position of support for the oil and gas industry. Our organizations are in favo
production in Greater New Orleans and Louisiana, done in a safe and respons
confident that strong state and local oversight can ensure the industry meets
to the community. 
 
The importance of the energy industry to our state cannot be overstated. The
supports over 300,000 jobs and $20.5 billion in household earnings in Louis
industry paid nearly $1.5 billion in Louisiana taxes– 15% of the total taxes co
Louisiana is leading America’s energy boom, but we risk turning this boom in
not support safe and responsible exploration and production. 
 
You can read the Northshore Business Council’s statement of support here. 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  

 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
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Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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 FYI for Helis record  
 
Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: Don Shea <donshea0220@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 16:48
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Council In 
Support of Energy Industry

FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE

October 30, 2014
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Contact Information: Caitlin Berni, Greater New Orleans, Inc., 504.527.69
cberni@gnoinc.org

Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Bus
In Support of Energy Industry 

Businesses Support Safe Exploration in Louisiana 

NEW ORLEANS -- The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore Bus
position of support for the oil and gas industry. Our organizations are in favo
production in Greater New Orleans and Louisiana, done in a safe and respons
confident that strong state and local oversight can ensure the industry meets
to the community. 
 
The importance of the energy industry to our state cannot be overstated. The
supports over 300,000 jobs and $20.5 billion in household earnings in Louisi
industry paid nearly $1.5 billion in Louisiana taxes– 15% of the total taxes co
Louisiana is leading America’s energy boom, but we risk turning this boom in
not support safe and responsible exploration and production. 
 
You can read the Northshore Business Council’s statement of support here. 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  
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365 Canal Street, Suite 2300, New Orleans, LA 70130 Phone: 504.527.6900 Fax: 504.527.6970 www.g
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Good Afternoon Gentlemen -  

I wanted to share with you the below statement GNO, Inc. recently released regarding energy 
exploration and production in Southeast Louisiana. 

Thanks - 

Caitlin 

Caitlin S. Berni 
Director of External Affairs 
 
Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
365 Canal Street, Suite 2300 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
O:504.527.6980 
F:504.527.6970 
cberni@gnoinc.org 
www.gnoinc.org 
@gnoinc 
  

From: Greater New Orleans, Inc. [communications@gnoinc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 4:21 PM 
To: Caitlin Berni 
Subject: RELEASE: Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Council In Support 
of Energy Industry

FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE

October 30, 2014

Contact Information: Caitlin Berni, Greater New Orleans, Inc., 504.527.6980, 
cberni@gnoinc.org

Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Cou
In Support of Energy Industry 

Businesses Support Safe Exploration in Louisiana 

NEW ORLEANS -- The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore Business Counc
position of support for the oil and gas industry. Our organizations are in favor of energy 
production in Greater New Orleans and Louisiana, done in a safe and responsible manner.
confident that strong state and local oversight can ensure the industry meets its responsi
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365 Canal Street, Suite 2300, New Orleans, LA 70130 Phone: 504.527.6900 Fax: 504.527.6970 www.gnoinc.org

to the community. 
 
The importance of the energy industry to our state cannot be overstated. The oil and gas 
supports over 300,000 jobs and $20.5 billion in household earnings in Louisiana. Last yea
industry paid nearly $1.5 billion in Louisiana taxes– 15% of the total taxes collected by the
Louisiana is leading America’s energy boom, but we risk turning this boom into a bust if w
not support safe and responsible exploration and production. 
 
You can read the Northshore Business Council’s statement of support here. 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  
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Here is an important  Senate Environmental Committee report released today 
along with the press release that debunks all of the junk science and 
misinformation pushed by the left to stop fracking. It is a major work of over 100 
pages with citations. Please feel free to use it for the hearing next Monday or in 
connection with the Nov. 12 hearing.. A link is also provided. 

Edward 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
 

 
 
From: Zumwalt, Bryan (EPW) [mailto:Bryan_Zumwalt@epw.senate.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 11:11 AM 
To: Edward Poitevent 
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Subject: FW: REPORT on HYDRAULIC FRACTURING: Clarifying the Obama Administration’s Coordinated 
Misinformation Campaigns 
 
Use the attached version.  We made two minor edits to the document.  So the attached and this link 
work: http://1.usa.gov/1wuT7XX  
 
 
From: Republicans, EPW (EPW)  
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 11:31 AM 
To: Republicans, EPW (EPW) 
Subject: REPORT on HYDRAULIC FRACTURING: Clarifying the Obama Administration’s Coordinated 
Misinformation Campaigns 
 
Note:  As this email account is for outgoing messages only, please do not reply to this address.  If you need 
assistance, please contact luke_bolar@vitter.senate.gov or cheyenne_steel@epw.senate.gov
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: michael boardman [mailto:elboardmano@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 8:54 AM 
To: Patrick Courreges 
Subject: St. Tammany Oil Drilling 
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From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2014 2:53 PM 
To: Stephen Chustz (DNR); Robert Benoit (DNR); Blake Canfield; Beverly Hodges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; 
Patrick Courreges; Kaylin Parker 
Subject: FW: St. Tammany Parish Energy Project Update 

Helis Holds Interests of St. Tammany Parish
Residents at Heart

SSt. Tammany Parish Energy Project Overview 

Helis continues to hold the interests of St. Tammany Parish at heart and 
America's energy independence in mind. We care about, and are committed 
to, the residents of St. Tammany Parish and recognize that open and 
constructive dialogue throughout this process is beneficial to all parties 
involved. 
  
Last month, energy expert Charlotte Batson addressed some of the common 
concerns surrounding hydraulic fracturing but explained why she believes the 
St. Tammany Parish energy project is poised to make a positive difference on 
many levels. 
  
Furthermore, after months of thorough research, GNO, Inc. and the entire 
regional business community announced support of safe exploration in St. 
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Tammany and Louisiana which reinforced the Northshore Business Council's 
endorsement of the project. Recently, documents were filed with the 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources in preparation for a fracking site 
in Washington Parish. So far, the project is only being met with support from 
the community.  
  
Contrary to popular belief, a survey conducted by St. Tammany West 
Chamber of Commerce back in July showed a similar sentiment to those in 
Washington Parish as nearly 70 percent of the St. Tammany Parish 
respondents expressed support for fracking. Nine percent sought more 
information. 
  
The fact is that hydraulic fracturing has been practiced safely for more than 
60 years and the technology exists to protect the water supply and ensure no 
harm to the environment; in fact, fracturing in St. Tammany will take place 
approximately 1.7 miles below the bottom of the aquifer that supplies water 
to Parish residents. 
  
As project manager Mike Barham has said, "Helis is committed to going above 
and beyond what we have to do, what the state requires us to do." It's 
important to us at Helis to remain transparent and work closely with Parish 
Officials, the citizens of St. Tammany Parish et al to educate the public on 
specifics about the project. 
  
Thanks to all who support St. Tammany's role in energy independence. We 
will continue to provide project updates and inform the public as we have 
done all along. 
  
Please take a moment to watch the video below as Helis takes you on a tour 
of the proposed St. Tammany Parish energy project site. The video explains 
the scientific process of fracking and how it relates to St. Tammany Parish.  
  

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Helis Oil & Gas, a New Orleans-based energy company with a record of more than 80 
years of safe and efficient operations around the United States, has obtained leases and
options to lease to explore for oil and gas on privately owned land in a remote and rural 
area of St. Tammany Parish.

Information About The DNR Public Hearing 

Please join the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR), St. 
Tammany Parish Officials and Helis Oil & Gas at next week's public hearing at 
Lakeshore High School to discuss this important St. Tammany Parish energy 
project.  
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KKey Facts Regarding The Project   

Oil and gas activity in this area is not new. More than 15 other 
exploratory wells have been drilled within a 15 mile radius of this 
proposed well site over the past several decades. 
Oil and gas fracturing operations below the same aquifer have been 
conducted just across the parish line in Tangipahoa Parish, without 
incident and to the economic benefit of that parish and the state of 
Louisiana. 
There are thousands of these projects throughout the state, and, 
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according to the Louisiana Commissioner of Conservation and local 
officials, there are no air, water quality or health problems reported at 
any of them. 
The well site is secluded and sits approximately 2 miles from the 
nearest residential or commercial areas. In an abundance of caution, 
sound barriers will be utilized during the drilling and production 
processes. 
Fluids to be injected into the well are 99% fresh water and natural sand 
and ceramic proppants.  Any chemicals used must be reported to the 
regulatory agencies.  Any air emissions will be strictly regulated by the 
state Department of Environmental Quality. 
Three strings of casing will add additional levels of protection for the 
environment. 
Fracturing would take place approximately 1.7 miles below the bottom 
of the aquifer. 
There are no plans to access parish roads for any aspect of this 
project.  
Helis has offered to fund additional traffic control personnel, either 
through the parish Sheriff's Department, or through the Louisiana State 
Police, to help regulate any increase in traffic and ensure a maximum 
degree of public safety. 

AAbout Helis Oil & Gas
Proud to call Louisiana home for over 80 years

Helis Oil & Gas is a privately owned oil and gas exploration and production 
company that has owned and operated wells throughout the nation, including 
properties in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota. The company has had extensive 
operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in federal offshore 
waters and inland state waters in Louisiana. Helis Oil & Gas has drilled in 
sensitive environments, such as wildlife preserves, always with the highest 
regard for its surroundings. Helis Oil & Gas regards itself as a respectful 
guest in the communities in which we work and has historically been 
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committed to contributing to these communities through philanthropic and 
civic endeavors.   
  
Learn more about the St. Tammany Energy Project at 
http://www.helisenergyproject.com/.  
  

 
  

Forward this email
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FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:08 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Support for Fracking: Yes 
 
 
 
From: Paul R. Richard, Jr.,CPA [mailto:prichardjr@rdgproperties.com]
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:21 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Support for Fracking: Yes 
 
I went to the hearing and I support fracking in St. Tammany.  I grew up in Slidell and own property in 
Slidell, Covington and Madisonville.  Thank you for your support.   
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Helis Hearing letter attached 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 1:46 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh 
Subject: FW: Supporting Drilling in St Tammany Parish 
 
FYI 
 
From: Katherine G. Burke [mailto:KatherineB@blbglaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 1:19 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Supporting Drilling in St Tammany Parish 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
Thank you, 
Katherine Burke 
Assistant to G. Anthony Gelderman, III 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP 
2727 Prytania Street, suite 14 
New Orleans, La 70130 
Phone (504) 899-2339 
Fax (504) 899-2342 
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Fyi   
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 1:46 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh 
Subject: FW: Supporting Drilling in St Tammany Parish 
 
FYI 
 
From: Katherine G. Burke [mailto:KatherineB@blbglaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 1:19 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Supporting Drilling in St Tammany Parish 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
Thank you, 
Katherine Burke 
Assistant to G. Anthony Gelderman, III 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP 
2727 Prytania Street, suite 14 
New Orleans, La 70130 
Phone (504) 899-2339 
Fax (504) 899-2342 
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Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: Terri Lewis Stevens <terri@lsarchitecture.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 09:58
To: Jim Welsh
Reply To: Terri@LSArchitecture.com
Cc: Robert M MVN Tewis; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN'; Rick Franzo; Patrick Courreges; Greg Lemons; 'Lisa 
Jordon'; 'Donald Lee'
Subject: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 

Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision suggested that Helis 
would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment of a fee, a 
completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best Management Practices) would be 
employed during their drilling activities.  During the hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially 
discussions on this issue he’d indicated that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not 
the “where” of drilling.  Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be considered by the 
DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the act of punching a hole.   
 
The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can meet DNR’s 
requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of life concerns won’t suffice 
to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-louisiana-s-st-tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply granting a permit to drill/hydraulically 
fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources, which implies ALL, not simply for 
oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your authority is to consider ALL of the natural resources, 
their use and impact on a community where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why 
not simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what happens to the lakes, 
streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with toxic chemicals? 
 
The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic chemicals into the Natural 
Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is extracted, and the resulting emissions, 
wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, truck traffic and emissions associated with the 
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mineral removal…must all be considered as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive 
of the others.  It cannot be. 
 
This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit beneath a 
house…and then not being responsible when the house burns down. One action directly affects the 
other.   
 
No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  From my understanding no other 
community within LA has objected to a permit being granted.  For those communities I suggest, live and 
let live.   
 
This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally considered in the permit process.  We 
have Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not?  And why wouldn’t we, if you are to 
determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our shared Natural Resources.  They are shared-
both above and below ground, by us all.  As such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable 
consideration as well? 
 

Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of Helis…but until that time 
they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect which must be considered in 
all that you approve. 
 

I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza restaurant appears to require much 
more permitting review and approval criteria than to obtain a permit to inject toxic fluids into the earth 
and atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the surface during its collection.  There is something 
inherently askew with that picture.   
 
Because the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single private Limited 
Liability company, I will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the basis that it is your right to 
impose a greater level of caution and judicious consideration toward the residents where 
this action is to occur.  Equal consideration must be given to all who share the Natural Resources of 
St. Tammany Parish. 
 
Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the issue-the resultant industrial 
devastation to our living, breathing neighborhoods and built environment, must be protected equally by 
your action. 
 

Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the Helis permit until such time as the 
process can be achieved without toxic chemicals used, and without the collection nuisances inappropriate 
to urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
 

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
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409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Charles Goodwin [mailto:bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 7:18 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Cc: Terri@LSArchitecture.com; Robert M MVN Tewis; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN'; Rick Franzo; Patrick 
Courreges; Greg Lemons; 'Lisa Jordon'; 'Donald Lee'; League of Women Voters; Joan Simon; stp Jake 
Groby stp council; stp Marty Gould, stp council; stp Marty Dean stp council; stp Dennis Sharp, stp 
council; stp Maureen Obrien stp council; stp James Thompson, stp council; stp Gene Bellisario stp 
council; stp Jerry Binder stp council; stp Steve Stefancik stp council; stp Chris Canulette stp council; stp 
Richard Tanner, stp council; stp Reid Falconer, stp council chair; m Donald Villere Mayor; m Ernest 
Burguieres; m Clay Madden; m Rick Danielson; m David Ellis; m Carla Buchholz 
Subject: Re: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
 
Mr. Welsh, 
 
First, I agree totally with Terri Lewis Stevens letter (below) to you. 
 
Second, granting a permit defies your own Mission Statement.   
 
Third, either decline this permit or change your Mission Statement. (1) 
 
Fourth, if you intend to issue a permit per this quote "“State law is very clear,” Couregess told 
DeSmogBlog. “If the Helis permit complies with the rules they will get their permit.” 
(2) then that confirms the rules to get a permit are laughable, meaningless, insulting and a bar set low 
enough to trip a turtle. 
 
Possibly, and justifiably, DNR may become the laughing stock of all Louisiana agencies, and probably 
other state DNRs as well.   
 
PLEASE PROTECT LOUISIANA BY DENYING THIS PERMIT AND COMPLYING WITH YOUR MISSION 
STATEMENT. 
 
 
B.C. Goodwin 
Mandeville, La 
985-635-1900 
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(1)    MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to ensure and promote sustainable and 
responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are available for the enjoyment and 
benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 
 
(2)    http://desmogblog.com/2014/10/17/more-oil-companies-disclose-risks-fracking-climate-change-
investors 
 

If fracking is so safe..... 
 
If fracking is so safe, why won't frackers guarantee to clean-up the mess 
they make, and to provide an irrevocable perfo 
rmance bond to do so? 
 
If so safe, why won't the frackers provide their plan to clean up what they 
pollute?  What is their "Plan B" ?? 
 
If so safe, why has the North Carolina legislature proposed jailing anyone 
who reveals what chemicals are actually used in fracking? 
 
It so safe, why would fracking be severely curtailed if it had to pass the 
Clean Water Act?  (It was exempted in 1995 by Dick Cheney aka Halliburton.) 
 
If so safe, why does the so-called "treated" toxic waste water cause numerous 
earthquakes in areas that have previously had few or none?  
 
If so safe, why are there more annual spills in the US than Exxon Valdez? 
 
If so safe, why do property values drop, and why do realty disclosure 
statements now ask how far you are from fracking/injection well sites? 
 
If so safe, why did Exxon's CEO protest fracking in his area, where it would 
affect His Property Value, His Clean Air, His Clean Water?   
 
The property rights of the Many trump the mineral rights of the Few. 
 
Clean energy creates more jobs than fossil fuel energy. 
On 11/15/2014 9:57 AM, Terri Lewis Stevens wrote: 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision 
suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was 
adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment 
of a fee, a completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best 
Management Practices) would be employed during their drilling activities.  During the 
hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated 
that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of 
drilling.  Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
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Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be 
considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the 
act of punching a hole.   
 

The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can 
meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of 
life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-louisiana-s-st-
tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply granting a permit to 
drill/hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources,
which implies ALL, not simply for oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your 
authority is to consider ALL of the natural resources, their use and impact on a 
community where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what happens to the 
lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with toxic chemicals? 
 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic chemicals into 
the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is extracted, 
and the resulting emissions, wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, 
truck traffic and emissions associated with the mineral removal…must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive of the others.  It cannot 
be. 
 
This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit 
beneath a house…and then not being responsible when the house burns down.  One 
action directly affects the other.   
 
No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  From my 
understanding no other community within LA has objected to a permit being 
granted.  For those communities I suggest, live and let live.   
 

This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally considered in the permit 
process.  We have Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not?  And why 
wouldn’t we, if you are to determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our
shared Natural Resources.  They are shared-both above and below ground, by us all.  As 
such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable consideration as well? 
 
Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of Helis…but
until that time they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect 
which must be considered in all that you approve. 
 
I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza restaurant appears to 
require much more permitting review and approval criteria than to obtain a permit to 
inject toxic fluids into the earth and atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the 
surface during its collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

Because the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single 
private Limited Liability company, I will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the 
basis that it is your right to impose a greater level of caution and judicious 
consideration toward the residents where this action is to occur.  Equal 
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consideration must be given to all who share the Natural Resources of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
 

Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the issue-the 
resultant industrial devastation to our living, breathing neighborhoods and built 
environment, must be protected equally by your action. 
 

Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the Helis permit until 
such time as the process can be achieved without toxic chemicals used, and without the 
collection nuisances inappropriate to urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
 

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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From: Erik Johansen [mailto:covlion@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 12:25 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: ccst.tammany@yahoo.com
Subject: Docket # 14-626 (Helis St Tammany Application)
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From: Richard Werlein [mailto:rowfeco@flash.net]
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 4:54 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket #14-626 Helis Oil drilling permit
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From: Cynthia Brooking [mailto:sbelle1@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 7:39 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626 - Helis Oil Permit to Drill in St Tammany Parish

November 15, 2014 
 
To:  James "Jim" H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
 

Regarding: Presentations/Exhibits and other materials related to 
Docket No. 14-626 - Helis Oil and Gas Permit Application and 
Public Hearing
 
Dear Mr. Welsh,
 
I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak my mind at the 
public hearing on November 12, 2014 at Lakeshore High School. 
This is a synopsis of what I said, and what I did not have the 
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opportunity to say due to time limitations.  Please make this letter 
a matter of public record as relates to this matter. 
 
First, I want to state that WE have RIGHTS -  according to the US 
Constitution, the Louisiana Constitution and our Home Rule 
Charter – the right to health, safety, and welfare. Fracking is 
directly opposite of those things.
 
I worked in oil for 20 some odd years. Pennzoil, Quaker 
State,  BP,  Windward Petroleum, a regional distributor in the 
northeast, and SK Energy, a South Korean base oil supplier for 
Pennzoil. It is a dirty, dangerous business. I want to note that I 
started at a packaging plant for Pennzoil in Shreveport, LA. Of the 
maybe 30 – 35 people who worked there during the time I was 
there, of the ones I have kept up with, 6 of us had or have cancer. I 
am one of the lucky ones. I’m still around to talk about it. 
 
As part of the hearing, Dr Bourgoyne stated that “The Economic 
impact COULD be considerable”
 
 I want to state that the Environmental impact WILL be 
considerable. We will ALL have to live with the repercussions of the 
industrialization of St Tammany.
 
I’m not going to talk about the aquifer. I’m going to focus on other 
environmental impacts. 
 
TRAFFIC: 
Using an estimate of 2,500 trucks per well to carry equipment and 
supplies to and from the well site, and our potential in St 
Tammany Parish of 6,000 wells – that’s 15 million more 18 
wheelers on our roads in St. Tammany. 
 
That’s a tremendous increase in traffic congestion, potential for 
traffic accidents, including fatalities, wear and tear on our roads, 
and every day compromise and delays during our daily activities. 
 
What happens when an 18 wheeler loaded with toxic chemicals 
hits a school bus loaded with children? Who is responsible then? 
Helis Oil? No, probably the contractor they will use to bring 
supplies and equipment into the well site, and to carry toxic waste 
away from the well site. 
 
For parents of the children that attend Lakeshore School, IF there 
is only ONE well across the street that means two thousand five 
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hundred 18 wheelers going up and down this very road that your 
high school students travel twice a day. 
 
CLEAN WATER and TOXIC WASTE: 
Using a conservative estimate of 2.5 million gallons of water used 
per well, and 6,000 potential wells, 15 BILLION gallons of water 
will be forever destroyed. This water can never be returned to the 
eco-system. Once it’s gone – it’s gone. 
 
Water is a valuable resource – just ask T. Boone Pickens, 
Goldman-Sachs, or Nestle. They are buying up as much water as 
they possibly can. 
 
From a link on your website, 
http://www.savewateramerica.com/index.htm, according to the 
EPA: 
More than one billion people - one in five people-  on this planet 
we live on, lacks access to safe drinking water. 
By the year 2050, 40 percent of the world will suffer water 
shortages. 
Less than 3% of the world’s water supply is fresh water and much 
of that is inaccessible 
 
 In the state of Louisiana we are giving it away to hydraulic 
fracturing projects - even from our scenic rivers! We have already 
given away 105 million gallons, with more permits pending. In 
Baton Rouge – our state capital – major industries are using 
aquifer water to the tune of millions of gallons per day – when the 
Mississippi River is right there. 
 
What is wrong with this state? It’s not like oil companies can’t 
afford to pay for what they take from this state. But even if it were 
paid for – water should not be sold to the highest bidder! And it 
damn sure shouldn’t be given away to be forever removed from the 
eco-system. We ALL need water to survive. We ALL own that water. 
 
AIR POLLUTION:
Emissions from diesel-fueled engines are composed of thousands 
of substances including more than 40 air toxics that are known or 
suspected carcinogens. Increasing evidence links exposures to 
these substances with lung cancer, upper respiratory illness, 
allergies, asthma attacks, and death from heart and respiratory 
disorders. In fact, recent EPA data indicate that diesel exhaust is 
likely the main air pollutant contributing to cancer risk in Oregon. 
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Diesel is a dirty fuel.  It is heavier and oilier than gasoline. Diesel 
exhaust is a complex mixture of carbon, ash, and sulfate 
participles, and hydrocarbons. In addition, the engine produces 
nitrous oxide (NOx) a precursor of smog. One heavy-duty diesel 
truck can produce as much air pollution as 150 passenger cars. 
 
On road emissions are particularly dangerous for those who share 
the road. When cars follow diesel trucks or buses, the levels of soot 
INSIDE those cars are 6 to 8 times higher than the ambient air 
outside those cars.
 
Using figures from a study on diesel pollution in Oregon, 2,500 
trucks (this is only for ONE well, remember) going up and down 
the highway right outside Lakeshore High School will result in the 
Lakeshore High students breathing:
 
1,240,000 lbs Volatile Organic Compounds
2,717,500 lbs Carbon Monoxide
32,500 lbs Particulate Matter
139,645,000 lbs Carbon Dioxide
3,225,000 lbs Nitrogen Oxides
 
That’s ONE well. Multiply those figures by 6,000 and you can 
imagine what the air quality in St Tammany will be like.  Fracking 
itself will release compounds into the air such as benzene, 
ethylbenzene, toluene and n-hexane; long term exposure to these 
has been linked to birth defects, neurological problems, blood 
disorders and cancer. 
 
CHEMICAL MIX USED IN FRACKING:
Between 2005 and 2009 the most widely used chemical in 
hydraulic fracturing, as measured by the number of compounds 
containing the chemical, was methanol. which was used in 342 
hydraulic fracturing products, is a hazardous air pollutant and is 
on the candidate list for potential regulation under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act. Some of the other most widely used chemicals 
were isopropyl alcohol (used in 274 products), 2-butoxyethanol 
(used in 126 products), and ethylene glycol (used in 119 products).
 
Between 2005 and 2009, the oil and gas service companies used 
hydraulic fracturing products containing 29 chemicals that are
 (1) known or possible human carcinogens,
 (2) regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act for their risks to 
human health, or
 (3) listed as hazardous air pollutants under the Clean Air Act. 
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These 29 chemicals were components of more than 650 different 
products used in hydraulic fracturing.
 
Those 2,500 trucks driving to and from the well site across the 
street will be bringing these chemicals to the site, and removing 
the frack water which has been polluted with these chemicals. Any 
kind of leak, traffic accident, or intentional spill of any of these 
compounds will be hazardous to these children at Lakeshore High 
School.
 
WE WILL NOT GET RICH FROM THIS RISKY VENTURE: 
Louisiana has a severance tax exemption on minerals extracted 
using directional drilling for 2 years or until the cost of drilling the 
well is recovered, whichever comes first. 
 
Obviously, this exemption encourages fast action on the part of the 
oil companies, to drill and recover as much oil as possible before 
the 2 year deadline.  (How safe does that sound?)
OUR GOVERNMENT CANNOT AND DOES NOT PROTECT US OR 
OUR RESOURCES: 
The state Department of Natural Resources' Office of Conservation 
is doing an inadequate job of regulating and inspecting the 
state's oil and gas wells, and is not properly overseeing a growing 
number of "orphaned" wells abandoned by private 
operators, (Legislative Audit June 2014) 
 
The Office of Conservation failed to inspect at least 53% of the 
50,960 oil and gas wells in the state at least once every three years 
between July 1, 2008, and June 30, 2013, as required by 
department rules. That resulted in more than 12,700 wells not 
being inspected at all during that time. 
 
The Office of Conservation also has failed to develop an effective 
enforcement process to address non-compliance.
 
There are many exemptions for hydraulic fracturing under United 
States federal law: the oil and gas industries are exempt or 
excluded from several of the major federal environmental laws. 
These laws range from protecting clean water and air, to 
preventing the release of toxic substances and chemicals into the 
environment: 
the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act, 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
the National Environmental Policy Act, 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 
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the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, and 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act, commonly known as Superfund.
 
On your own website, Commissioner Welch, you site you list 
groundwater conservation tips 
(http://dnr.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/conservation/groundwater
/page3.pdf) Here’s a major groundwater conservation tip: Do NOT 
grant hydraulic fracturing permits in St Tammany parish! 
 
We have valid concerns for our health, safety and welfare. I implore 
you NOT to grant this drilling permit or any other drilling permit 
using hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish. 
 
Cynthia Brooking
St Tammany Parish
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11/17/2014 
Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
I would appreciate a response to this email. I would also like this 
communication added to the public record.  
 
As I ponder what it would take to entice you to deny the Helis 
permit to drill, I am at a loss to know what it will take for you to be 
convinced that hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish is 
unsafe, unhealthy and un-welcome, violates YOUR oath to 
preserve and protect our natural resources and OUR rights to 
health, safety and welfare. 
 
Denying this permit is a no-brainer.  I attended the hearing on 
November 12th along with probably 700 other people. Although it 
was not widely reported in the media, even your representatives 
that attended must admit there were perhaps only a dozen “pro-
frackers” in attendance.  
 
Think about that. The OVERWHELMING opinion in St Tammany 
parish - at least among those of us willing to come out on a school 
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night, immediately after work, and sit on hard wooden bleachers 
for 7+ hours – is DO NOT FRACK HERE.  
 
We all gave compelling reasons why we do not want this 
industrialization here, ranging from the emotional to the factual. 
You would have to be a pretty heartless individual to ignore the 
overwhelming evidence that simply put, fracking is bad. Fracking 
is bad for people, bad for the planet. It is not, and should not, be 
about greed and money, or the desires of a few individuals with a 
stake in the profits over the health, safety and welfare of the many 
ordinary citizens.  
This is a democracy! I remind you that we do have rights granted 
to us in the U S Constitution, the Louisiana State Constitution and 
our Home Rule Charter - and it is your sworn duty to protect us 
and our resources. Losing a minimum of 15 BILLION gallons of 
precious, potable water (2.5 million gallons x 6,000 wells if all goes 
according to the lease map of St Tammany parish) is not 
acceptable here -or anywhere! 
 
There was a compelling segment on 60 Minutes just last night 
which outlines just how precious, and depleted, the world’s water 
supply has become over the past few decades. Here is the link – I 
beg you to watch this! You cannot argue with the cold, hard, 
scientific facts that are presented in this segment: 
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/depleting-the-water/ 
 
As evidenced by the 60 Minutes segment, the aquifer itself can 
become more and more depleted simply due to the demand for 
fresh, clean water, for public use. It stands to reason that some of 
the “pond water” has got to be fed from the aquifer since it is just 
impossible for the massive amounts of water needed for fracking to 
come from surface ponds in the area.  The Helis representatives 
were evasive on the issue of where, exactly, all the water will be 
sourced. Until and unless we know exactly where that water will be 
sourced, this drilling permit should NOT be granted.  
 
Even if this water is not coming from the aquifer (highly doubtful) 
can you really justify the waste of 15 billion gallons of potable 
water when water is such a valuable resource?  
 
The odds of our sole source aquifer being polluted increases with 
every drilling permit that is granted. We in St Tammany don’t like 
those odds. Even with the cement casings, steel pipes, etc. – these 
safeguards will not last forever! Approximately 6% of well casings 
fail during the original drilling. Given they make it past the original 
well casing process without incident, that casing WILL degrade 
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over time; that pipe and that cement, no matter how carefully 
installed cannot stand up to the immense pressure of hydraulic 
fracturing (given how difficult it is to fracture the shale – how can 2 
or 3 inches of cement be impervious to that same amount of 
stress?) or the years in the ground and still an effective barrier. 
There will be leaks, if not now, then within our children’s lifetime – 
the aquifer stands to be compromised, and the sole source of water 
in St Tammany will be lost. Can anyone even begin to imagine the 
consequences of that catastrophe?  
Again, as in my previous letters and public statements in the past 
– I BEG you to deny this, and any other, drilling permits for 
hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish.  
 
Have a heart. Go against the grain in the State of Louisiana and 
deny what you know to be an atrocity upon the people of St 
Tammany. Protect our rights. Live up to your sworn oath. To 
paraphrase the pro-frackers - Deny, baby, deny! 
  
Cynthia Brooking 
23015 Hwy 1084  
Covington, LA 70435 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 6:06 PM 
To: Daniel Henry; John Adams (DNR); Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Fwd: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
Attachments: PHM letter in support.pdf; ATT00001.htm 

Fyi. Letter of support from former Commissioner Martin. For Record.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Patrick Martin <mart139@bellsouth.net> 
Date: November 11, 2014 at 4:37:02 PM CST 
To: <dnrinfo@la.gov>, <jim.welsh@la.gov> 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
  
Attached please find my letter in support of the drilling permit application. 
  
I am also sending the same by U. S. mail. 
  
My previous transmittal was unsigned; this one is corrected and should be the copy for 
the record. 
  
Pat Martin 
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For release: Friday, October 10, 2014 

Contact: Northshore Business Council, Larry Rase, (985)-630-7181 

 

Northshore Business Council Issues Statement in Support of Oil and Gas Industry 

The citizens of our Northshore community are engaged in an important public dialogue regarding Helis 
Oil and Gas’s intention to establish an exploratory well in St. Tammany Parish. The study and 
consideration of relevant issues by the leadership of the Northshore Business Council is appropriate 
given the community impact of these activities. 

As CEO’s representing 60 businesses and thousands of employees in our Northshore region, we fully 
understand and appreciate the value that our community’s quality of life has on our region. In fact, 
there are no greater valued assets in economic development efforts than our great schools, safe streets 
and the beautiful environment our region enjoys.  We also recognize that a significant segment of our 
citizens believe that encouraging oil and gas exploration is not only good for our local economy, but also 
our state and, ultimately, our nation.  We stand firm in the belief that with strong state and local 
government oversight, we can have both.   

Thousands of jobs in St. Tammany stem from the oil and gas industry and hundreds of millions of dollars 
flow into our state’s budget. The Northshore Business Council strongly encourages our political and 
regulatory leadership to keep these economic realities in mind, and to remember that we are a pro oil 
and gas parish in the heart of a pro oil and gas state. Our membership supports the responsible activities 
of those industries wholeheartedly.  Safe, responsible exploration is both a regulated right and a 
community responsibility. Our organization is confident strong state and local oversight can insure the 
industry meets its responsibility to the community. 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 10:26 AM 
To: Daniel Henry; Patrick Courreges; John Adams (DNR) 
Subject: Fwd: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Attachments: image003.jpg 

Fyi.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Terri Lewis Stevens <terri@lsarchitecture.com> 
Date: November 15, 2014 at 9:57:53 AM CST 
To: <Jim.Welsh@la.gov> 
Cc: Robert M MVN Tewis <Robert.M.Tewis2@usace.army.mil>, "'Farabee, Michael V 
MVN'" <Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil>, Rick Franzo <rick@uniam.net>, Patrick 
Courreges <Patrick.Courreges@LA.GOV>, Greg Lemons 
<greg.lemons@townofabitasprings.com>, 'Lisa Jordon' <lwjordan@tulane.edu>, 'Donald 
Lee' <donaldplee77@gmail.com> 
Subject: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Reply-To: <Terri@LSArchitecture.com> 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision 
suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was 
adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment 
of a fee, a completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best 
Management Practices) would be employed during their drilling activities.  During the 
hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated 
that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of drilling.  
Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be 
considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the 
act of punching a hole.   
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The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can 
meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of 
life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-louisiana-s-st-
tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply granting a permit to 
drill/hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources,
which implies ALL, not simply for oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your 
authority is to consider ALL of the natural resources, their use and impact on a 
community where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what happens to the 
lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with toxic chemicals? 
 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic chemicals into 
the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is extracted, 
and the resulting emissions, wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, 
truck traffic and emissions associated with the mineral removal…must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive of the others.  It cannot 
be. 
 
This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit 
beneath a house…and then not being responsible when the house burns down.  One 
action directly affects the other.   
 
No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  From my 
understanding no other community within LA has objected to a permit being granted.  
For those communities I suggest, live and let live.   
 
This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally considered in the permit 
process.  We have Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not?  And why 
wouldn’t we, if you are to determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our 
shared Natural Resources.  They are shared-both above and below ground, by us all.  As 
such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable consideration as well? 
 
Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of Helis…but
until that time they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect 
which must be considered in all that you approve. 
 
I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza restaurant appears to 
require much more permitting review and approval criteria than to obtain a permit to 
inject toxic fluids into the earth and atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the 
surface during its collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

Because the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single 
private Limited Liability company, I will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the 
basis that it is your right to impose a greater level of caution and judicious 
consideration toward the residents where this action is to occur.  Equal 
consideration must be given to all who share the Natural Resources of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
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Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the issue-the 
resultant industrial devastation to our living, breathing neighborhoods and built 
environment, must be protected equally by your action. 
 

Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the Helis permit until 
such time as the process can be achieved without toxic chemicals used, and without the 
collection nuisances inappropriate to urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
 

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 7:42 PM 
To: Daniel Henry; John Adams (DNR); Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Fwd: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Attachments: mime-attachment.jpg 

FYI.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Charles Goodwin <bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net> 
Date: November 16, 2014 at 7:17:50 PM CST 
To: <Jim.Welsh@la.gov> 
Cc: <Terri@LSArchitecture.com>, Robert M MVN Tewis 
<Robert.M.Tewis2@usace.army.mil>, "'Farabee, Michael V MVN'" 
<Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil>, Rick Franzo <rick@uniam.net>, "Patrick 
Courreges" <Patrick.Courreges@LA.GOV>, Greg Lemons 
<greg.lemons@townofabitasprings.com>, 'Lisa Jordon' <lwjordan@tulane.edu>, 'Donald 
Lee' <donaldplee77@gmail.com>, League of Women Voters 
<info@tammanytogether.org>, Joan Simon <joan154.simon@gmail.com>, "stp Jake 
Groby stp council" <jbgroby@stpgov.org>, "stp Marty Gould, stp council" 
<mgouldjr@charter.net>, stp Marty Dean stp council <mdean2799@gmail.com>, "stp 
Dennis Sharp, stp council" <fdsharp@stpgov.org>, "stp Maureen Obrien stp council" 
<mobrien@stpgov.org>, "stp James Thompson, stp council" <jthompson@stpgov.org>, 
stp Gene Bellisario stp council <genebell07@yahoo.com>, stp Jerry Binder stp council 
<jbinder@stpgov.org>, stp Steve Stefancik stp council <steves@stpgov.org>, "stp Chris 
Canulette stp council" <canulette@stpgov.org>, "stp Richard Tanner, stp council" 
<ret1186@charter.net>, "stp Reid Falconer, stp council chair" <rrfalconer@stpgov.org>, 
m Donald Villere Mayor <dvillere@cityofmandeville.com>, m Ernest Burguieres 
<eab3@bellsouth.net>, "m Clay Madden" <cmadden@cityofmandeville.com>, m Rick 
Danielson <rdanielson@cityofmandeville.com>, m David Ellis 
<dellis@cityofmandeville.com>, m Carla Buchholz <cbuchholz@cityofmandeville.com> 
Subject: Re: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 

Mr. Welsh, 
 
First, I agree totally with Terri Lewis Stevens letter (below) to you. 
 
Second, granting a permit defies your own Mission Statement.   
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Third, either decline this permit or change your Mission Statement. (1) 
 
Fourth, if you intend to issue a permit per this quote "“State law is very clear,” 
Couregess told DeSmogBlog. “If the Helis permit complies with the rules 
they will get their permit.” (2) then that confirms the rules to get a permit are 
laughable, meaningless, insulting and a bar set low enough to trip a turtle. 
 
Possibly, and justifiably, DNR may become the laughing stock of all Louisiana agencies, 
and probably other state DNRs as well.   
 
PLEASE PROTECT LOUISIANA BY DENYING THIS PERMIT AND COMPLYING WITH YOUR 
MISSION STATEMENT. 
 
 
B.C. Goodwin 
Mandeville, La 
985-635-1900 
 
(1)    MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to ensure and promote 
sustainable and responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are 
available for the enjoyment and benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 
 
(2)    http://desmogblog.com/2014/10/17/more-oil-companies-disclose-risks-fracking-
climate-change-investors 
 
 
If fracking is so safe..... 
 
If fracking is so safe, why won't frackers guarantee to clean-up 
the mess they make, and to provide an irrevocable perfo 
rmance bond to do so? 
 
If so safe, why won't the frackers provide their plan to clean up 
what they pollute?  What is their "Plan B" ?? 
 
If so safe, why has the North Carolina legislature proposed 
jailing anyone who reveals what chemicals are actually used in 
fracking? 
 
It so safe, why would fracking be severely curtailed if it had to 
pass the Clean Water Act?  (It was exempted in 1995 by Dick 
Cheney aka Halliburton.) 
 
If so safe, why does the so-called "treated" toxic waste water 
cause numerous earthquakes in areas that have previously had few 
or none?  
 
If so safe, why are there more annual spills in the US than Exxon 
Valdez? 
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If so safe, why do property values drop, and why do realty 
disclosure statements now ask how far you are from 
fracking/injection well sites? 
 
If so safe, why did Exxon's CEO protest fracking in his area, 
where it would affect His Property Value, His Clean Air, His 
Clean Water?   
 
The property rights of the Many trump the mineral rights of the 
Few. 
 
Clean energy creates more jobs than fossil fuel energy. 
On 11/15/2014 9:57 AM, Terri Lewis Stevens wrote: 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your 
permit decision suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if 
the minimum permit criteria was adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more 
than the payment of a fee, a completed application and the assurances 
by Helis that BMP’s (Best Management Practices) would be employed 
during their drilling activities.  During the hearing I reminded Patrick that 
during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated that the DNR 
was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of drilling.  
Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then 
what must be considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will 
impact this community, beyond the act of punching a hole.   
 

The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis 
proves they can meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. 
Public comment about quality of life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-
louisiana-s-st-tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply 
granting a permit to drill/hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority 
is Commissioner of Natural Resources, which implies ALL, not simply for 
oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your authority is to consider 
ALL of the natural resources, their use and impact on a community 
where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what 
happens to the lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it 
with toxic chemicals? 
 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic 
chemicals into the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by 
which this resource is extracted, and the resulting emissions, wasted 
water, contamination inherent with the process, truck traffic and 
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emissions associated with the mineral removal…must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive of the 
others.  It cannot be. 
 

This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of 
matches being lit beneath a house…and then not being responsible when 
the house burns down.  One action directly affects the other.   
 

No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  From 
my understanding no other community within LA has objected to a 
permit being granted.  For those communities I suggest, live and let live.   
 

This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally 
considered in the permit process.  We have Rights in the granting of the 
permit as well, do we not?  And why wouldn’t we, if you are to 
determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our shared 
Natural Resources.  They are shared-both above and below ground, by 
us all.  As such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable 
consideration as well? 
 

Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the 
property of Helis…but until that time they are Natural, shared and 
unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect which must be considered 
in all that you approve. 
 

I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza 
restaurant appears to require much more permitting review and approval 
criteria than to obtain a permit to inject toxic fluids into the earth and 
atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the surface during its 
collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

Because the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to 
one single private Limited Liability company, I will urge you, once again, 
to deny the permit on the basis that it is your right to impose a 
greater level of caution and judicious consideration toward the 
residents where this action is to occur.  Equal consideration must 
be given to all who share the Natural Resources of St. Tammany Parish. 
 

Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the 
issue-the resultant industrial devastation to our living, breathing 
neighborhoods and built environment, must be protected equally by your 
action. 
 
Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the 
Helis permit until such time as the process can be achieved without toxic 
chemicals used, and without the collection nuisances inappropriate to 
urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
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Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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I am forwarding the past two days of emails I’ve received regarding the Helis permit in St. Tammany. 
 
 
Jeff Wells 
Office of Conservation 
Permits Section Manager 
225-342-5638 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9275 
617 N. Third St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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Gentlemen: 
 
I am a lifelong resident of south Louisiana.  I moved to St. Tammany when my husband retired 
from the state.  We both love Louisiana and have never dreamed of leaving because of the 
beauty of the land.  We have always felt safe and blessed to have so many avenues of outdoor 
enjoyment.  We've thought of St. Tammany as an area beneficial to our health and well being, 
an area where we could enjoy the nature's beauty and the recreation it provides.  Now all of 
this is being attacked. 
 
 I am writing to urge you to deny the Helis permit. While this company might possibly meet the 
minimum standards that the DNR has established, how can that be acceptable?  I 
certainly  hope that you would have more respect for the citizens of St. Tammany Parish than to 
blatantly disregard our rights to health and safety, which would be the case if you were to say 
yes to this small group of people  who do not even live in St. Tammany. 
  
Please remember that you are  constitutionally bound to protect the health and safety of all 
Louisiana residents. Mineral rights are only one  part of the resources of Louisiana, though they 
have been treated as if they are the only resources and oil companies as if they were royalty to 
which we must bow and scrape.  Our land, our water and our people should be valued more 
highly.  
  
The testimony presented at the hearing at Lakeshore High School last Wednesday night should 
make it abundantly clear that to frack St. Tammany Parish would be a dangerous undertaking 
that would jeopardize our sole source aquifer, ground water, air, transportation grid, home 
values and the quality of life in this Parish. 
  
No single company who stands to make lots of money has the right to trump our zoning laws 
and our home rule charter. It is truly the duty of our government to respect those laws and 
make decisions based on the good of the many, not the few. 
  
My whole family for generations have lived in South Louisiana and still do.  We cannot stand 
idly by and watch as others rape our land.  What would you do if this happened where you live? 
Wouldn't you feel the same as we do and do everything you could to avoid such a potential 
disaster? What sane society poisons its own water supply? 
  
The well-informed citizens of St. Tammany who spoke at the hearing voiced their concerns and 
objections with eloquence and I am adding my own concerns to theirs - for my family, friends 
and all of us who live and work here. 
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Please do what you are constitutionally bound to do and deny the Helis permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ann Kirkpatrick 
72497 Kingbird St. 
Covington, LA 70435 
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Dear Sir:

I have been a life long resident of Louisiana and a resident of St Tammany Parish for over 
20 years.  

I know that you probably feel you have heard enough about fracking.  I have studied the 
issue--- read and listened to the arguments on both sides. Regarding the argument "One 
has a right to do what they want with their own property."  I completely disagree.  Can I 
construct a factory on my property that puts out light, noise, and odors, 24 hours a day?  Of 
course not, as it would affect my neighbors.  I could name numerous examples such as 
this.  

Is fracking safe?  Sure, most of the time.  Is drilling in the ocean safe? Sure, most of the 
time.  Please consider the BP oil spill.  The damage continues over 4 years later.  The ocean 
is big.  St Tammany is small and will not be able to recover if anything goes wrong with 
fracking.  Once the aquifer is comprised, there is no recovery from this type of 
incident.  Why are some insisting on enriching the pockets of only a few to risk the health 
and well being of the over 240,000 other residents of this parish?

Please think carefully of what is right for ALL the residents of St Tammany parish in making 
your decision on this request. 

Thank you for your attention.

Deborah Hodge
205 Pineland Drive
Mandeville, LA  70471
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My name is Joseph C. Yarbrough and I am a cemetery archaeologist in St. 
Tammany Parish. I have been keeping up to date with the fracking in 
LaComb. LaComb is well documented on Historic and Native American site 
many of which I have documented and mapped as archaeological sites with 
the Louisiana Division of Archaeology. There are a number of sites that 
todate still need to be documented and registered as sites. Has anyone 
done the required ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY on the proposed drilling areas? 
There are State and Federal Laws pertaining to the disturbances of Native 
American Sites as well as cemeteries. It would be a huge crime to drill 
and destroy these sites. But hey oil companies PAY people off to get what 
they want RIGHT. I am notifying my colleagues on this matter to ensure ALL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES ARE PROTECTED. 
 
St. Tammany Parish Cemetery Archaeology 
Joseph C. Yarbrough BA   
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Gentlemen:
I am a 30 year resident of St. Tammany Parish and am writing to urge you to deny the Helis 
permit. While this company might possibly meet the minimum standards that the DNR has 
established, how can that be acceptable? I am not assuming you would be basing your decision 
on these narrow guidelines but in view of the history of your agency, I feel compelled to 
mention it.  I certainly  hope that you would have more respect for the citizens of St. Tammany 
Parish than to blatantly disregard our rights to health and safety, which would be the case if 
you were to say yes to this small group of people  who do not even live in St. Tammany. 
  
Despite the past history of your agency to rubber stamp most, if not all, oil permits, please 
remember that you are  constitutionally bound to protect the health and safety of all Louisiana 
residents. Mineral rights are only one  part of the resources of Louisiana, though they have 
been treated as if they are the only resources and oil companies as if they were royalty to 
which we must bow and scrape. 
The testimony presented at the hearing at Lakeshore High School last Wednesday night should 
make it abundantly clear that to frack St. Tammany Parish would be a dangerous undertaking 
that would jeopardize our sole source aquifer, ground water, air, transportation grid, home 
values and the quality of life in this Parish. 
  
No single company who stands to make lots of money has the right to trump our zoning laws 
and our home rule charter. It is truly the duty of our government to respect those laws and 
make decisions based on the good of the many, not the few. 
  
This morning when I awakened I brushed my teeth, took a shower, boiled water for tea, and did 
dishes in my kitchen sink. As I did these routine tasks a huge wave of fear came over me - 
because I realized that I could not safely lead my life - nor could my husband, my daughter and 
son-in-law and 4 year old granddaughter - if fracking poisoned the water we all rely on as is our 
right. What would you do if this happened where you live? Wouldn't you feel the same as we 
do and do everything you could to avoid such a potential disaster? What sane society poisons 
its own water supply? 
  
The well-informed citizens of St. Tammany who spoke at the hearing voiced their concerns and 
objections with eloquence and I am adding my own concerns to theirs - for my family, friends 
and all of us who live and work here. 
  
Please do what you are constitutionally bound to do and deny the Helis permit. 
  
Sincerely, 
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Joan Simon 
154 Belle Terre Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 
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As mentioned, I am forwarding the objections I’ve received to you. 
 
 
Jeff Wells 
Office of Conservation 
Permits Section Manager 
225-342-5638 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9275 
617 N. Third St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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From: Dave Easley [davefeasley@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 11:31 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information; jim.welch@la.gov; Jeff Wells; dnr.info@la.gov 
Subject: P. S. re - Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  

Email: jim.welch@la.gov  

Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  

Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  

State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  

Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  

Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  

Engineering - Regulatory Division  

Department of Natural Resources    

State of Louisiana  

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 
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RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626  

 

P. S 

 

Hi, Jim and Jeff, more thoughts on this permit:

It's 
fundamentally dishonest to view this application in any other way
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From: Dave Easley [davefeasley@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2014 2:39 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; jim.welch@la.gov; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  
Email: jim.welch@la.gov  
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  
Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  
Engineering - Regulatory Division  
Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana  
P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626   
 
Dear Mr, Welch and Mr. Wells (Oh, no, that name mightn't bode well for my request 
today!  Maybe your ancestors were named after water wells and not oil wells!) 
 
We don't want Helis's well in St. Tammany Parish!  People on both sides of the issue 
are touting the recent study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences as being is support of their side.   
 
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+htmlhttp://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+html 
 

One author even created a fanciful headline stating that the study proved 
that fracking doesn't contaminate drinking water which would beg the 
question, who is going to frack without annuluses (annuli?), production 
casings and underground wells, the man-made elements of fracking 
found by the study to have failed in instances of contamination?  The 
study clearly traced the contaminated water they studied to fracking 
projects in the areas affected.  Only by an impossibly strict definition of 
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fracking, one which includes the fracturing of rock but not any of the 
actions of men, chemicals and equipment that cause the fracturing, can it 
be said that fracking did not contaminate the water.   
 

So, basically,  a company that has been perfect in the past and has plans 
in place to remedy failures in the future might be expected to drill 
without problems in St. Tammany.  Helis is neither such company.  I 
guess you are familiar with the following incident in the Gulf of Mexico 
involving Helis:  (conclusions on pages 15 and 16)  
 

http://www.bsee.gov/Inspection-and-Enforcement/Accidents-and-
Incidents/acc_repo/2002/2002-062-pdf/ 
 

and this list of Helis EPA violations:   
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/OA/RHC/EPAAdmin.nsf/Filings/1F2518C745A
C347385257BAD001BCADC/$File/helis.pdf  
 
 

As Mike Stagg points out in the letters he and Jan Jummonville wrote, 
the oil industry has been drilling for 100 years and hasn't perfected it 
yet.  We are truly dreaming if we expect them to perfect it just in time 
for them to drill through our single source aquifer.  All that risk for 
what?  So a few people can get rich?  Why would any sensible person 
even consider allowing it?  Are people being paid off or pressured by 
CIA agents into accepting it as a matter of national security even though 
we're already out-producing the Arabs?  Sorry if those two hypothetical 
reasons sound paranoid.  Can you give me a non-paranoid reason why 
anyone should be allowed to drill for oil through a single-source aquifer, 
especially a company with as poor a record as Helis?  
 

What plans do they have in place in case of a problem?  (This is 
definitely not a paranoid question.  See just a handful out of a multitude 
of recent examples below.)  Escaping to China before they can be 
sued?     
 

http://fracking.einnews.com/article/231979951/dOUYe7lF1Im-
vOdu?n=2&code=5CMCg4ac48UddAKT 
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http://wvpublic.org/post/dep-september-drilling-accident-contaminated-water-doddridge-county 
 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/29/well_explosion.html 
 

not to mention other things that go wrong around oil and gas drilling.   
 

"A number of 
companies feel that if they drill a little deeper in the TMS (Tuscalousa Marine Shale) , the 
GOR or gas-to-oil ratio will be higher, and gas within the formation may help lift the oil 
out," 

 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/28/Investigators-checking-cause-of-pipeline-fire.html 
 

and things that go very wrong with the air quality. 
 

http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20141030/5-state-study-finds-unsafe-
levels-airborne-chemicals-near-oil-and-gas-sites 
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/dangerously-high-levels-of-
airborne-carcinogens-found-at-us-fracking-sites-9826586.html 
 
http://www.businessinsider.com/fracking-leaving-radioactive-pollution-in-pa-2013-10 
 

In signing off I respectfully urge you both to please do the sensible thing 
and reject this application to drill and I want to say that I agree with 
every point in the following letter by Jummonville and Stagg. 
 

Dave Easley 

Covington LA 
 
Dear Mr. Welsh and Mr. Wells, 
On behalf of my Family, Friends and the Citizens of St. Tammany Parish, I am opposed to the issuance of a drilling permit to 
Helis Oil & Gas, LLC on the Eads Poitevant et al well location in the Lacombe Bayou Field referenced in the above permit 
applications. 
Based on the opinions of many well known and respected scientist and environmentalist and citizens who have witnessed the 
effects of drilling, I oppose this extremely high risk operation with low chances of success documented by company and energy 
industry experts familiar with the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale formations. 
Hellis’ own representatives have acknowledged that their chances of success in striking oil in the shale below and around the 
proposed drilling site are no better than 50-50. Based on recent industry-backed studies, Helis’ offer to drill only a vertical well in 
order to run additional tests on the formation before they begin the use of hydraulic fracturing ("fracking") is no assurance or 
guaranty that our groundwater will not be contaminated in areas where fracking has been proposed. 
A recent report issued by researchers at The Ohio State University involving work conducted by researchers at Duke, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the University of Rochester determined that groundwater contamination in fracking areas was attributable to 
faulty production casings. Their findings were published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. In Science 
Daily the leader of the study, Thomas Darrah, Assistant Professor of Earth Sciences, Ohio State University, stated: 
"There is no question that in many instances elevated levels of natural gas are naturally occurring, but in a subset of cases, there 
is also clear evidence that there were human causes for the contamination. However our data suggests that where contamination 
occurs, it was caused by poor casing and cementing in the wells."Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
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October 25, 2014 Page 2 of 5 
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
While the findings might have the effect of allaying some concerns about fracking, Darrah and Researchers from Duke, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the University of Rochester’s report is actually an indictment of the oil and gas drilling industry because the 
concrete casings used in virtually every drill job have been there for decades. 
For nearly a century of drilling activity in Louisiana alone, the industry has not been willing or able to master the essential work 
of producing reliable cement jobs on casings, leaving my family, friends and the citizens of St. Tammany parish with the 
inescapable fact that groundwater contamination is a natural byproduct of oil and gas drilling. 
Our Parish of St. Tammany is noted for the great quality of our natural spring water. We sit at the southern edge of the Southern 
Hills Aquifer, which is the sole source of drinking water not only for our family, friends, but for all of its citizens and businesses. 
The Southern Hills Aquifer supplies water not only to our Parish, but the homes and businesses of a millions of people living 
between Baton Rouge and Slidell and as far north as Jackson, Mississippi. 
Fracking is Oil Companies’ industrialized approach to extraction of oil and gas. The Oil companies tout the Tuscaloosa Marine 
Shale as "the next Bakken field", the large shale oil field that straddles the border of Montana and North Dakota. There are at 
least 30,000 oil and gas wells drilled in that thinly populated area of those two states. 
There are more citizens living in Baton Rouge than in all of North Dakota. Should oil and gas companies be allowed similar 
levels of drilling activity across the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale, their drilling would not only contaminate our sole source of 
drinking water, it would fundamentally alter the ecology and culture of our region. 
This permit sought by Helis is the tip of the tip of the iceberg. If there is any hint of success with their first well, larger and many 
more oil and gas companies will join the foray demanding permits to drill in our St. Tammany Parish. 
There is no compelling economic argument to be made for the exploitation of whatever oil and gas can be found in the shale 
beneath St. Tammany Parish. Oil and gas companies are well aware of and have taken advantage of Louisiana’s two-year 
severance tax exemption on horizontal drilling. It is clear that Louisiana, Parish and local governments stand to make virtually no 
money off severance taxes. Royalties due local governments will be non-existent as a result of the oil and gas companies’ right to 
the two-year severance tax exemptions, a well documented ongoing fact. 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page 3 of 5 
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
The oil companies promise of jobs for St. Tammany Parish is bait. There will be no such jobs coming to St. Tammany as a result 
of this drilling. We will be no different than Mississippi where the "man camps" have been constructed for drilling activities. The 
undisputed facts are workers have been imported for those “man camps” for drilling. 
Helis has given no indication where they will obtain the millions of gallons of water they will need to conduct fracking 
operations at this and other well sites they might develop. They have provided no information as to where they will dispose of the 
millions of gallons of contaminated fracking water ("produced water") that results from those operations. There are no rules in 
place in Louisiana to govern the disposal of water used in fracking. The fact that this water has been declared by Congress to be 
"non-hazardous" is of no consequence as that is a legal definition that completely ignores the actual chemical makeup of the 
water. 
We know from the nearly 100 years of experience with this industry in our state, that unless they are required to take steps to 
protect our air and water, they will not. 
In particular, Helis has a record of ignoring the Safety Regulations in Willow Cove, LA, St. Martin Parish, North East of 
Crowley, North West of Lafayette and South West of Opelousas. Contrary to their Representatives who claim Helis is not a threat 
to our water supply, Helis violated 10 Safety Regulations and entered a Consent Judgment on 6/23/2013 signed by Helis 
Production Manager, David McKnight, in the Matter of Helis Oil & Gas Company, LLC, Respondent, regarding the Willow 
Cove Facility, Case No. CW A-06-2013-4815. A synopsis of this Judgment and 10 violations are: 
On February 27, 2013, the EPA inspected the facility and found Helis failed to fully implement its SPCC plan for the Willow 
Cove facility as follows: 
1. Helis failed to conduct inspections and tests in accordance with written procedure, failed to keep written records and 
tests signed by the appropriate supervisor or inspector and failed to keep them with the SPCC Plan for a period of three years. 
Specifically the facility tank inspection forms are not for individual tanks, the inspection forms are generic with missing required 
information and the facility is not inspecting the interstitial space in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.7(e). 
2. Helis failed to designate a person as accountable for discharge prevention at the facility that reports to facility 
management in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.7(f) (2). 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page 4 of 5 
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov 
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Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Helis failed to provide a discussion on brittle fracture evaluation of field- constructed aboveground containers conducted after 
tank repair, alterations, reconstruction, or change in service that might affect the risk of a discharge in accordance with 40 CFR § 
112.7(I). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan the handling of dump vales that are apart of separators and treaters to equip facility to prevent 
discharge of oil in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.11(D). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan suitable corrosion protection for containers. Specifically, the plan only discusses corrosion 
protection for piping and not the containers in accordance with 40 CPR § 112.11 (G). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan and to conduct testing and inspection of pollution prevention equipment and systems conducted on 
a scheduled periodic basis commensurate with the complexity, conditions, and circumstances of the facility and any other 
applicable regulations. Additionally, the facility failed to discuss in plan and conduct simulated discharges used for testing and 
inspecting human and equipment pollution control and countermeasure systems. Specifically, the facility failed to discuss the 
testing of the sump system and the facility failed to keep records on testing in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.ll(I). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained regarding the method of activation or control, such as pressure 
differential, change in fluid or flow conditions, combination of pressure and flow or manual or remote control mechanisms. The 
facility failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained for the pressure safety valve (PSV) test in accordance with 40 CPR § 
112.11G). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan blowout prevention assembly and well control system installation before drilling below casing 
string and during work over operations, and failed to discuss if blowout prevention assembly and well control system was capable 
of controlling any well-head pressure that maybe encountered while on the well in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.ll(K). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan adequate protection of sub-marine piping against environmental stresses. Specifically, the plan 
failed to discuss how submerged piping and appurtenances are protected in accordance with 40 CFR § 112.1 I(O). 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page 5 of 5 
Email: Jeff.Wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
10. 
Helis failed to discuss in plan and failed to conduct periodic inspections or tests, at a regular schedule on sub-marine piping and 
appurtenances for failure prevention and failed to maintain records of inspections or tests in accordance with 40 CFR § 
112.11(P).19. Respondent's failure to fully implement its SPCC plan for the facility violated 40 CFR § 112.3, and impacted its 
ability to prevent an oil spill." 
As a result, Carl Edlund, P.E. Director, Superfund Division of the EPA signed this FINAL ORDER on 7/10/2013, ordering Helis 
to pay a fine of $12,100.00 to the Environmental Protection Agency: 
"Pursuant to Section 3ll(b)(6) of the Act, 33 USC § l32l(b)(6) and the delegated authority of the undersigned, and in accordance 
with the "Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties, Issuance of Compliance or 
Corrective Action Orders, and the Revocation, Termination or Suspension of Permits," codified at 40 CFR Part 22, the forgoing 
Consent Agreement is hereby approved and incorporated by reference into this Final Order, and the Stipulations by the parties 
and Allegations by the Complainant are adopted as Findings in this Final Order. The Respondent is ordered to comply with the 
terms of the Consent Agreement." 
In summary, we have no guarantee that there will be sufficient jobs, if any, for our citizens. Helis has the right and can easily 
avoid state, parish or local tax revenue through Louisiana’s two-year severance tax exemption. Helis has demonstrated it’s lack of 
compliance with lawful safety procedures. There is no guarantee from Helis that there will be no contamination of our sole water 
supply. Yet, we are being asked to assume the risk of the contamination of our groundwater and the pollution of our air, including 
the risk of methane leaks, and a wide range of toxic chemicals put in the ground during fracking, in exchange for the extremely 
short-term financial gains of Helis and the Poitevant family. No monetary value can be attached to our clean air and water and the 
natural beauty to which all of us are entitled. 
WE HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF DRINKING WATER, CANNOT AFFORD TO HAVE OUR 
GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATED BY DRILLING ACTIVITIES OF ANY KIND AND DEMAND THAT YOU, AS A 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF ST. TAMMANY PARISH AND THE SURROUNDING PARISHES, DENY 
THIS PERMIT! Thank you for your service in protecting St. Tammany Parish. 
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Dear Ms. Johson, Mr. Wells, and Mr. Welch, 
  
I recently heard that Helis Oil became an LLC. Such a move makes me even more nervous when 
it comes to Helis’ responsibility to St. Tammany residents should they be given a permit to drill 
in our residential parish. Please read below the links involving the accidents, deaths, and 
poisonings as a result of fracking. 
  
Please do not allow this company to drill in this Parish. It is becoming increasingly obvious that 
hydraulic fracturing is an industry loaded with risk to our health, safety, the environment and 
our precious water supply. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joan Simon 
154 Belle Terre Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 

http://www.eenews.net/special_reports/danger_zone 
 
http://www.bsee.gov/Inspection-and-Enforcement/Accidents-and-Incidents/acc_repo/2002/2002-062-
pdf/  Serious accident and fatality involving Helis. 
http://www.umces.edu/sites/default/files/pdfs/db_house_testimony_attach_021111.pdf  
http://www.nwf.org/pdf/Reports/Full-Oil-Incident-List.pdf  Comprehensive listing of many, many 
accidents involving oil/gas recovery since Jan 2000. 
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Let’s be clear at the outset. I am vehemently against Helis Oil being given a permit to drill in St. 
Tammany Parish. As a long-standing resident of this Parish, I am appalled at the possibility of 
my single source of drinking water being contaminated because of the interests of a few people 
who don’t even live in this Parish. 
 

There are so many studies, nationally and locally, (ie, cattle kill in Caddo Parish and well 
contamination near Lafayette) that make it apparent that fracking is frought with danger – to 
our water, of course, but also to our land and air. Consider the high levels of methane in 
drinking water related to the Barnett Shale Trend fracking in Parker County, Texas; Alberta, 
Canada; Pavillion, Wyoming; Dimrock, Pennsylvania; Utica Shale Trend in upstate New York and 
the Marcellus Shale Trend near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Moreover, studies show that 5 percent of new wells fail immediately and over time as many as 
50 percent. Once spoiled with contamination, there is no turning back – no way that Helis could 
or would for that matter as they have no legal obligation to make matters right. The Parish does 
not have the money to correct such heinous actions nor does the state have the resources to 
even monitor these wells. 
 
With constant dangers of flooding from hurricanes or even heavy rain, I shudder at the 
catastrophic possibilities should this well (and of course one well means hundreds more, 
perhaps thousands) be permitted to frack. 

I have heard that this is simply a request to drill one well – minimal at best. Once allowed, the 
recent history of fracking shows us that it is not a profitable venture until many more wells are 
drilled. In the meantime, what about the risk to our wetlands or ground contamination from so 
many dangerous, cancer-causing chemicals and even methane (unseen) poisoning our 
airspace? This is such a life-altering decision that I would think prudent action, such as an 
environmental impact study, would be undertaken before all else. Until demonstrated that 
hydraulic fracturing benefits outweigh the risks to human health, to wetlands, and to habitat, 
this outlandish permit should be denied. 
 
St. Tammany is a beautiful and peaceful community that will be forever changed for the worst 
should Helis Oil be allowed a permit. The health and welfare of our residents will be, without 
question, jeopardized if you say yes. My request to you is this: SAY NOT TO HELIS OIL. 
 
Gary Simon 
Covington, LA 70433
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        3433 Hwy. 190, #375
        Mandeville, La. 70471
        November 5, 2014
 
Dear
 
I am a Mandeville homeowner and a native of Louisiana. 
 
The data on solely water pollution from fracking should make it clear you must deny the Helis 
Oil application. Although I focus on water pollution, there are many other reasons to deny the 
permit.
 
I recommend the documentary film Split Estate (1 hour, 15 minutes) on the results of fracking 
in Colorado as a resource for your decision in this case. 
 
The experts for both pro and con fracking argue on the time required for pollution of water to 
occur. The pro fracking have argued that leeching of chemicals into the rivers and water table 
would take from one hundred to millions of years, or essentially for us, never. The con fracking 
were claiming leakage would occur from ten to one hundred years. In fact, leakage has 
occurred near fracked wells between four months and two years after drilling, according to 
people living near the wells. The leakage has resulted in severe health problems, abandoned 
homes, and financially ruined communities. 
 
There are 700 chemicals used in the fracking process, some known and documented, others 
deduced and proprietary. Benzene alone has disastrous negative health effects. St Tammany 
Parish Councilwoman Maureen O’Brien asked the experts addressing the Council on the 
fracking issue how benzene could be cleaned from the water. Even the pro fracking experts told 
her, she reported in her constituent meeting, that it basically could not be done!
 
St Tammany has such unstable soil that homes are built on packed fill. Much of our Parish is 
true marsh land or in flood plains. We have 4 rivers, 3 bayous, sit on an aquifer, and abut 2 
lakes, one of which enters the Gulf. When you have explosive forces underground strong 
enough to crack rock, common sense tells you it will wreck havoc on our land and buildings. 
Once the land and rock are disturbed, then the fracking chemical fluids will mix with our 
multiple water resources. 
 
My neighbor has combed state records to learn that Mr. Poitevent owns 49% of Helis Oil in 
addition to the 60,000 acres in question in St. Tammany Parish. As a public official you are 
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charged with considering the public good. How can the profit of one man be more important 
that known health risks and damages to 250,000 residents?
 
When bad health problems reach an epidemic level in a community, the health industry will 
profit. But sick people don’t have the interest or money to spend on elective expenses with 
local retailers. Thanks to all the medical bills, they don’t even have enough to make their 
previously normal purchases in the economy. Employers large and small lose money on 
absences due to illness. 
 
This financial loss to the community is the reality rather than the prosperity claimed by the pro 
fracking lobby. The oil industry takes its profits out of the area. And Louisiana has agreements 
that basically do not start the severance tax on drilling until after 2 years, by which time most of 
the content and profit from the fracked wells already will have been taken. So, even the State 
of Louisiana profits little from the resource depletion of the fracking wells. 
 
Today, we have knowledge and experience not available in the 1950’s, when Louisiana began 
welcoming the oil industry unquestioningly. It is this experience that documents that frack wells 
in St. Tammany will be harmful to the health, economy, and ecology of it 250,000 residents. The 
common good of St. Tammany and Louisiana must outweigh the profits of one man and one 
company.
 
I respectfully urge you to deny the Helis Oil application. 
 
Most sincerely, 
Judith C. Jones
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Mr. Jeffrey Wells 
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager 
Engineering – Regulatory Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
Jeff.Wells@la.gov  
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Mr. Jeffrey Wells 
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager 
Engineering – Regulatory Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
Jeff.Wells@la.gov  
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Dear Mr. Wells and Mr. Welch, 
  
Please see links and pdfs regarding fracking pollution and casing failures that I hope you will 
consider in your decision regarding the  issuance of a permit to Helis Oil in St. Tammany 
Parish.  I read them with a great deal of concern and thank you for reviewing them. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joan Simon 
154 Belle Terre Boulevard 
Covington, LA 70433 

 
http://www.epa.gov/oig/reports/2014/IG_response_10-20-2014.pdf
EPA Inspector General Reopens the investigation into Fracking pollution 
 
Casing failure example: (Very Graphic) http://this-small-planet.com/2013/major-failure-a-graphic-
example-of-the-risks-of-modern-well-completion-technologies/
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Dear Mr. Wells,

I am writing today to urge you, in no uncertain terms, to deny Helis OIl a permit to drill in St. 
Tammany Parish. As a 30-year resident of this Parish I am horrified at the possibility that my 
sole source of drinking water may become contaminated because of the interests of a few 
people – none of whom even live in this Parish.

There are so many studies – nationally and now even in our own state (ie, cattle kill in Caddo 
Parish and well contamination near Lafayette) – which make it more than apparent that 
fracking is frought with danger – to our water, of course, but also to our land and air. Consider 
the high levels of methane in drinking water related to the Barnett Shale Trend fracking in 
Parker County, Texas; Alberta, Canada; Pavillion, Wyoming; Dimrock, Pennsylvania; Utica Shale 
Trend in upstate New York and the Marcellus Shale Trend near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Add to 
this studies which show that 5 percent of new wells fail immediately and that as many as 50 
percent will fail over time. Once spoiled with contamination, there is no turning back – no way 
that Helis could (or would, for that matter, as they have no legal compunction to do so) make 
matters right. The Parish does not have the money to fix things and the state does not have the 
resources to even monitor these wells.

With constant dangers of flooding from hurricanes or even heavy rain, I shudder to think what 
would happen should this well (and of course one well means hundreds more, perhaps 
thousands) be allowed to happen. 

Most important also: In reviewing this permit please do not ignore our zoning laws. St. 
Tammany is NOT an industrially zoned Parish and there is  no provision for oil or gas extraction 
in our home rule charter. 

I have heard that this is simply a request to drill one well – minimal at best. Once allowed, the 
recent history of fracking shows us that it is not a profitable venture until many more wells are 
drilled. In the meantime, what about the risk to our wetlands, ground contamination from so 
many dangerous, cancer-causing chemicals, methane (unseen) poisoning our airspace? This is 
such a life-altering decision, I would think an environmental impact study, at the very least, 
should be undertaken before it is made. Until demonstrated that hydraulic fracturing benefits 
outweigh the risks to human health, to wetlands, and to habitat... the permit should be denied.

St. Tammany is a beautiful and peaceful community that will be forever changed –in the worst 
possible way– should Helis Oil be allowed a permit. The health and welfare of our residents will 
be, without question, jeopardized if you say yes. My request to you is this: please say NO!
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Sincerely yours,

Joan Simon
154 Belle Terre Boulevard
Covington, LA 70433
 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2010-12-14-1Alouisiana14_CV_N.htm
SHREVEPORT STORY OF NEGATIVE IMPACTS

http://barnettshalehell.wordpress.com/2012/01/18/emails-on-another-cattle-kill-story-near-mineral-wells-
tx-june-2010/
Another series of articles on cattle ingesting toxic fluids

http://www.newsinferno.com/louisiana-fracking-operations-suspect-in-cow-deaths/
Caddo cow deaths

http://www.magnumoiltools.com/assets/files/SPE%20162852%20final.pdf
Because fracking casing failures are so common, this link is from an industry offering corrective measures 
to expected failures-failures more prevalent in horizontal fracturing in high temperature regions
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Jan P. Jumonville 
  24 Magnolia Gardens Drive 
Covington, Louisiana 70435 
    Email: jpjumonville@bellsouth.net 
           Office/Fax (985) 892-8191 
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GNO Inc.’s support is very important and  a huge endorsement of Helis. It 
is THE umbrella economic development group covering the entire NO region.

 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
 

 
 
From: Edward Poitevent  
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 4:48 PM 
To: 'chipmaught@gmail.com'; 'Peggy Maught'; 'Tom Himes'; Gordon Cain; Richard W. Revels, Jr. 
(rwrevels@liskow.com); Daniel Henry; D avid Acquistapace (david551973@yahoo.com); 'garrett 
acquistapace'; Pete McEnery; 'martha.mcenery@gmai.com'; Hy McEnery; Larry Ringham 
Cc: Larry Rase; 'Bruce Wainer' (bruce@wainerco.com) 
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Subject: FW: RELEASE: Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Council In 
Support of Energy Industry 

See below.  Very important regional business support for Helis announced this 
afternoon by every business group in the area, beginning with the Northshore 
Business Council and  all of the following business groups in the region: 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  
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Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Cou
In Support of Energy Industry 

Businesses Support Safe Exploration in Louisiana 

NEW ORLEANS -- The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore Business Counc
position of support for the oil and gas industry. Our organizations are in favor of energy 
production in Greater New Orleans and Louisiana, done in a safe and responsible manner
confident that strong state and local oversight can ensure the industry meets its responsi
to the community. 
 
The importance of the energy industry to our state cannot be overstated. The oil and gas 
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365 Canal Street, Suite 2300, New Orleans, LA 70130 Phone: 504.527.6900 Fax: 504.527.6970 www.gnoinc.org

supports over 300,000 jobs and $20.5 billion in household earnings in Louis
industry paid nearly $1.5 billion in Louisiana taxes– 15% of the total taxes co
Louisiana is leading America’s energy boom, but we risk turning this boom in
not support safe and responsible exploration and production. 
 
You can read the Northshore Business Council’s statement of support here. 

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region  
Greater New Orleans, Inc.  
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District  
Jefferson Business Council  
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce  
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission  
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce  
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry  
River Region Chamber of Commerce  
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce  
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation  
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association  
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce  
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils  
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation  
Washington Economic Development Foundation  

 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Read this one 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:12 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Docket #14-626
Importance: High 

Read this request 
 
From: Sandra Slifer [mailto:sandraslifer@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket #14-626 

Sandra Slifer
President, League of Women Voters of Louisiana 
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

FYI. 
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
LA Dept. of Natural Resources 
LA Office of Conservation 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500 (O) 
(225)342-3705 (F) 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:12 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Docket #14-626
Importance: High 

Read this request 
 
From: Sandra Slifer [mailto:sandraslifer@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket #14-626 

Sandra Slifer
President, League of Women Voters of Louisiana 
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

FYI – another request for extension based on Helis presentation 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:14 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626

 
 
From: Serena [mailto:itsg2bq@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:13 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jim Welsh 
Subject: Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626 

Commissioner Welch, Please extend the time we have to submit comments for thirty additional days. We need time 
to review the new information Helis submitted last night at the DNR hearing in Mandeville.

Thank You.
Serena Westberry, John Gonzales, Stephen Kaup, Sarah Kaup
Covington, LA  70433 
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:43 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: Request extension for public hearing 

 
 
From: Lucy Tierney [mailto:lucywtierney@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:42 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Request extension for public hearing 

Lucy Tierney
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 
Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:44 AM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: FW: St. Tammany Fracking Permit - Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626 
 
 
 
From: Jamie Foster [mailto:jamie@solidwebservice.com]
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 7:24 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: St. Tammany Fracking Permit - Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandra Slifer
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From: Jim Welsh  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:22 PM 
To: Daniel Henry 
Subject: FW: Docket #14-626
Importance: High

FYI.

 

James H. "Jim" Welsh

Commissioner of Conservation

LA Dept. of Natural Resources

LA Office of Conservation

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

(225)342-5500 (O)

(225)342-3705 (F)
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From: Phyllis Darensbourg On Behalf Of LDNR Public Information 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:12 PM 
To: Patrick Courreges; Jim Welsh; Gary Ross 
Subject: FW: Docket #14-626
Importance: High

Read this request

 

From: Sandra Slifer [mailto:sandraslifer@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket #14-626

Sandra Slifer

President, League of Women Voters of Louisiana 
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Subject:
Attachments:
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From:
Sent:
To:
CC:
Subject:
Attachments:

Please find attached LMOGA’s comments on Engineering Docket No. 14-626. 
 
Original to follow by U.S. Mail. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Tyler Patrick Gray 
General Counsel 
La. Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association 
www.lmoga.com 
730 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Office: (225) 387-3205 
Cell: (225) 505-3459 
Fax: (225) 344-5502 
  
ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE: This e-mail transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may contain confidential 
information belonging to the sender which is protected by the attorney-client privilege. The information is intended only for the 
use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail transmission in error, please notify the sender and delete this communication from your computer system. 
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From:
Sent:
To:
CC:
Subject:
Attachments:

Please find attached comments on behalf of St. Tammany Land Co. L.L.C. concerning the Helis Drilling 
Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et at No. 1 Well; Engineering Docket 14-626.  Also the comments are 
reproduced below in the body of this email.   
  
  
November 19, 2014                                                                     Writer’s Name                                               Direct: (504) 556-
4082 
                                                                                                                                                                  Louis 
Buatt                                                       lbuatt@Liskow.com 
  
  
VIA Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
  
RE:       Comments  
            Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent  et al No. 1 Well 
            Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
  
Dear Commissioner Welsh: 
  
            Please be advised that I represent St. Tammany Land Co., L.L.C. (“STLCO”) and am 
submitting this letter on its behalf.  By letter dated September 10, 2014, Helis Oil & Gas 
(“Helis”) submitted an application for a drilling permit authorizing it to drill a vertical well in 
order to test the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale interval in its proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well, in the Lacombe Bayou Field, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana.   Thereafter, by letter dated 
September 15, 2014, the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic, on behalf of the Town of Abita 
Springs and the Concerned Citizens of St. Tammany (“CCST”) requested a public notice and 
comment period regarding Helis’ referenced application for drilling permit.  Tulane 
Environmental Law Clinic also requested a public hearing.   
  
            The purpose of this letter is to inform you and the Office of Conservation that STLCO 
supports issuance of the requested drilling permit and provides the following comments and 
information in support of Helis’s permit application. 
  
            STLCO is an owner of the location where Helis proposes to drill the well and an owner of 
the minerals.  STLCO and its predecessors have ties to St. Tammany Parish dating back to the 
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1870’s.  We have been contributing to the economy of St. Tammany Parish for nearly 150 years 
through cultivation of timber, operation of a timber mill, the responsible development of 
property and other activities.  From the late 1800’s to the 1930’s our predecessors were one of 
the largest employers in St. Tammany Parish, operating a timber mill and cultivating 
timber.  STLCO has and continues to pay substantial taxes, which are used by St. Tammany 
Parish and the State of Louisiana to fund important public infrastructure projects and services, 
such as, building and maintaining roads and bridges and to pay for education and health care 
within the Parish.  Throughout the years we have also been responsible for making land 
available in St. Tammany Parish for public use.  One significant example is our conveyance of 
close to 16,000 acres of property to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission for the 
establishment of the Pearl River Wildlife Management Area.  This conveyance dates back nearly 
45 years and has provided a vast area on which the citizens of St. Tammany Parish have been 
able use for public recreation.  Additionally, we have provided property to Recreational Districts 
and the School Board for parks, recreational facilities, and schools.   
  
            We have and continue to be good stewards of the land.  In fact, in the mineral lease, 
Helis is restricted to areas where it can locate a well and other structures in support of those 
activities.  These contractual restrictions are imposed to minimize any potential adverse 
impacts to the environment and the public and also to allow for future responsible 
development of the property and surrounding properties.   STLCO is also an owner of the area 
around the proposed well site.  The site where Helis proposes to drill the well is remotely 
located and is on property that has been in timber cultivation for more than 150 years.  In 
addition, the property surrounding the proposed well site has likewise been in timber 
cultivation.  The nearest structure to the proposed drill site is located more than a mile 
away.  There are no residences within a mile of the location.  Interstate 12 is located 
approximately 1,837 feet away from the proposed drill site.  Lakeshore High School is located 
more than a mile away.  The town of Abita Springs is in excess of 7 miles away.  There are no 
registered water wells within a 1 mile radius of the proposed drill site.  Accordingly, we are 
confident the proposed location of this well minimizes any potential adverse impacts to the 
environment and the public and will not adversely impact the responsible future development 
of this or any of the surrounding properties.                            
  
            In general, domestic energy production lessens our dependence on foreign oil and 
provides increasing energy and economic security for the nation, region, and the state, which is 
particularly important during this period of geopolitical instability throughout the 
world.  Energy production ties into societal benefits, such as comfort, transportation, lifestyle, 
and jobs.  Energy production benefits the state from collection of severance taxes, from 
manufacturing and other economic development based on reliable supplies of affordable 
domestic energy with a growing population base.   There are specific benefits to the parish 
including severances taxes, local taxes, and significant economic development.  The increase in 
economic development will result in more jobs, increased sales taxes and additional local 
property taxes.  All of which provides substantial additional resources to the parish that can be 
used to build needed infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, and provide essential services, 
such as education and healthcare to the citizens of the parish.   
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            There is no dispute that the economic recovery of the nation is a vital public 
interest.  There is also no dispute that the economic recovery of the nation is dependent on and 
will continue to require additional energy resources.  As such, the demand for energy will 
continue to increase.  There is also no dispute that the public is dependent on crude oil 
resources to fuel its transportation system and that a robust transportation system is vital to 
the nation’s economic recovery as well as to the public’s way of life.  Projects such as the one 
Helis is proposing could potentially provide a significant amount of crude oil to support the 
nation’s economic recovery and to provide reliable and affordable fuel the public is dependent 
on for transportation and its way of life.        
  
            A recent study by Dr. David Dismukes, professor and executive director for the LSU 
Center for Energy Studies, titled “Unconventional Resources and Louisiana’s Manufacturing 
Development Renaissance”  (January 11, 2013), provides an economic overview of the 
Louisiana manufacturing sector, examines the importance of available and affordable energy to 
this sector, and show how the emergence of unconventional resources has resulted in a 
manufacturing investment renaissance in Louisiana.  As of the date of the report some $62.3 
billion in new capital investments have been announced in Louisiana and are likely to be 
developed between the next five to eight years.  Since the report several other significant 
announcements have been made for additional projects, so the dollars for new capital is even 
higher than that reported.   
  
            Dr. Dismukes reports statewide impacts as follows:    

 
 

 
 

 
 

            He also reports regional impacts to South Louisiana as follows: 
 

 
 

 
            Based on a study conducted by Professor Ladd for the Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 
other parishes in Louisiana with development of oil and gas from resource formations have 
benefitted as outlined below (See  28(2), 2013, pages 56-89): 
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            Accordingly, based on the forgoing studies and other information available, the 
development of energy resources from resource formations, such as the project proposed by 
Helis, is necessary for the nation and state to achieve energy and economic security and 
provides significant economic benefits to the state, region and parish that are necessary to 
build needed infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, and provide essential services, such as 
education and healthcare to the citizens of the state, region and parish.    These projects, 
including the project proposed by Helis, are vitally important to the public interest, including 
but not limited to, supporting the economic recovery of the nation and supplying the reliable 
and affordable fuel  the public is dependent on for transportation and its way of life.  
  
            Many of the comments referenced by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic in its request 
for a public hearing relate to hydraulic fracturing.  We would note that this application for a 
drilling permit does not request authorization to conduct hydraulic fracturing.   At any rate, the 
comments and concerns referenced by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic that relate to 
hydraulic fracturing are unsubstantiated.  Unfortunately, shortly after Helis made its request for 
unitization, the public was provided misinformation concerning the potential impacts from 
hydraulic fracturing.  In fact, there has been no credible information, data or scientific studies 
presented that support the notion that hydraulic fracturing presents any significant risk of 
impacts to freshwater supplies or the environment.[1]   It appears Tulane Environmental Law 
Clinic’s comments related to hydraulic fracturing are based on unsubstantiated claims and 
conclusions by those who oppose development of conventional energy resources that hydraulic 
fracturing somehow and in some way could contaminate drinking water resources.   The 
purpose of this misinformation campaign clearly appears to be designed to is simply instill fear 
in the public to achieve goals that restricts the development of conventional energy resources, 
thereby decreasing the availability and increasing the costs of conventional energy resources in 
an effort to artificially make alternative energy resources more competitive.  Such policies and 
goals are misguided and would in fact be detrimental to the energy and economic security 
opportunities for the country, region and state, as such, would be detrimental to the public 
welfare.   We would point out that EPA has been evaluating the potential impacts from 
hydraulic fracturing for years now and has been unable to draw any conclusions that hydraulic 
fracturing has impacted drinking water resources.[2] Moreover, as set forth below, the scientific 
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studies, data and information support that hydraulic fracturing has and can continue to be 
conducted without posing a threat to drinking water resources.  
  
            During the public hearing concerning this matter held on November 12, 2014, no 
evidence was presented that this proposed project presented any unreasonable risks of harm 
to the environment or public welfare, including adverse impacts to groundwater and surface 
water resources. The only witness presented by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic was Mark 
Quarles, a registered professional geologist. Mr. Quarles’ testimony only discussed the 
“possibility” of the potential for leaks of drilling and hydraulic fracturing fluids to get into an 
aquifer.  He never presented any testimony or evidence that he assessed or in any way 
attempted to quantify any risks of probability of such fluids entering any aquifers or any 
probability of any adverse impacts to any aquifers.  In fact his testimony was largely outside of 
his professed area of expertise, where he testified about the “possibility” of fluids leaking from 
various components of the well.  During his testimony and on cross examination, it was made 
clear that Mr. Quarles is not a petroleum or civil engineer and is not registered as a Professional 
Engineer in the State of Louisiana.  In addition, his testimony and on cross examination 
demonstrated he has no education, training or experience that would qualify him to testify as 
an expert concerning the design of a well and the potential for failure of any well 
component.  In fact, overall he demonstrated a complete lack of understanding of the 
regulatory requirements for such a well and the design of the well Helis is proposing.  We would 
also point out that Statewide Order 29-B requires that certain information in applications to 
drill be certified by an engineer with a Professional Engineering registration.[3] Lastly, his 
testimony concerning the possibility of hydraulic fracturing fluids containing harmful chemicals 
was completely speculative, where he testified that it was “possible” that such fluids could 
“possibly” contain petroleum distillates and that benzene could “possibly” be one of those 
constituents.  He never presented any evidence, facts or basis to support any such claims. In 
fact a recent study by researchers at the University of Colorado Boulder published in the journal 
“Analytical Chemistry” found that fracking fluids in five states were no more toxic than 
substances commonly found in homes.  The study found that the chemicals found in fluid 
samples were also commonly found in everyday products, from toothpaste to laxatives to 
detergent to ice cream. Accordingly, his testimony should be disregarded or alternatively given 
very little weight.          
  
            The testimony of the Helis experts during the public hearing clearly demonstrated how 
the proposed project would be protective of the environment, including groundwater and 
surface water resources.  They specifically testified concerning the design of the well[4] and the 
geology in the area and how the proposed well would be protective of groundwater 
resources.  They also testified concerning the design of the well and the operational plan, 
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including the use and management of water for hydraulic fracturing, demonstrating how 
surface water resources would be protected.      
  
            Freshwater zones would be protected by multiple strings of casing cemented in place 
providing multiple and redundant levels of protection.    When complete, the well design with 
multiple and redundant permanent layers of protection, that exceed regulatory standards, will 
eliminate any probability of damage to the aquifers initially and through the life of the 
well.  According to the American Water Works Association’s White Paper “Water and Hydraulic 
Fracturing, 2013” (AWWA White Paper) wells that are properly designed and operated pose no 
significant threat to ground water resources, since it would take the simultaneous failure of 
multiple safeguards for such fluids or hydrocarbons to escape and migrate to drinking water 
resources.[5]  In addition, the geology of the area in which the pad site is located is particularly 
suitable for the proposed project for two reasons; 1) the distance between the lowest fresh 
water zone and the zone which may be hydraulically fractured; 2) the lack of natural faulting.  If 
hydraulic fracturing were to take place, the zone that would be hydraulically fractured is 
approximately 9,400 feet or 1.8 miles below the base of the deepest freshwater zone.  There 
are many impermeable shale and clay units between the zone that may be hydraulically 
fractured and any freshwater zone.  There is also no faulting present in the area to act as a 
potential pathway for migration.[6]  And according to the AWWA White Paper, where hydraulic 
fracturing takes places hundreds to thousands of feet below any freshwater zone, it is unlikely 
that fissures could be created extending into freshwater zones.  Based on a study by King, La 
Vergne Bryan, & Clark, 2012 fractures induced from hydraulic fracturing will only extend 
vertically approximately 100 meters and laterally 200-300 meters due to lithologic 
pressure.[7]  If hydraulic fracturing were to take place related to this project, it would not only 
be thousands of feet below any freshwater zone, it would be almost two miles below the 
deepest freshwater zone, making the proposed project area very suitable to safely conduct 
hydraulic fracturing for oil and gas production.  Consequently, based on the well design and the 
geology of this project area, the project does not pose a threat to drinking water resources.     
  

We would also point out that hydraulic fracturing associated with oil and gas 
developments are exempt from regulation under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  In the 2005 
Energy Policy Act Congress specifically exempted such hydraulic fracturing unless diesel fuel 
was used as a fracturing fluid.[8]  Accordingly, Congress has determined that such hydraulic 
fracturing conducted under state regulatory programs are protective of drinking water 
resources and the environment.   

  

                                                           

[8] SDWA § 1421(d) states that "the term 'underground injection' excludes ... the underground injection of fluids or 
propping agents (other than diesel fuels) pursuant to hydraulic fracturing operations related to oil, gas, or 
geothermal production activities." 
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It is also important to note this would not be the first well to be drilled through the 
freshwater zones in this area. Dating back many decades, we have granted many Oil, Gas and 
Mineral Leases covering our property in St. Tammany Parish including the subject tract. The 
Office of Conservation should take this fact into account when evaluating this permit 
application.  Based upon a review of the data contained in DNR’s SONRIS database, a total of at 
least 73 oil and gas wells have been drilled in St. Tammany Parish alone, and many of these 
wells were drilled much closer to locations of local water wells than Helis’ proposed well 
site.  In addition, there has been another 124 oil and gas wells drilled through the same 
freshwater zones in the neighboring parishes of Washington and Tangipahoa.  We also 
understand there have been several wells recently drilled and completed, which were 
hydraulically fractured, just across the state line in Mississippi.  These wells in Mississippi that 
were hydraulically fractured were drilled through freshwater zones with no evidence of damage 
to the freshwater zones.  Considering the previous and current substantial oil and gas activities 
that have been conducted over many decades and the lack of impacts to the freshwater 
aquifers in the area, there is no reasonable basis to believe the proposed well will adversely 
impact the drinking water resources in the area. 

  
The right to own, possess and use property for our benefit is a fundamental right we all 

have in this country, and when government regulation goes too far it effects a taking of 
property requiring compensation.  Under the circumstances here, a denial of the referenced 
permit would constitute a regulatory taking, requiring compensation.  As a mineral servitude 
owner, STLCO has a reasonable expectation to be able to develop the oil and gas resources that 
are subject to its mineral servitude.  There is long standing precedent in this state that allows 
mineral servitude owners the right and ability to develop these oil and gas resources.  This long 
standing precedent allowing the development of oil and gas resources exist even where local 
governments have attempted to prevent such development by imposing their own 
requirements.[9]   As such, STLCO has always had a reasonable expectation that it would be able 
to develop these oil and gas resources where the regulatory requirements are met, even where 
opponents to the issuance of the permit allege that issuance of the permit would be in violation 
of local zoning ordinances and/or requirements.   Accordingly, denial of the referenced permit 
would not only result in usurping landowner rights, it would constitute a regulatory taking 
requiring compensation.  In addition, to the extent the application of these zoning ordinances 
and/or requirements are deemed valid and would now prevent the development of the oil and 
gas resources subject to STLCO’s mineral servitude, such as application of the ordinances 
and/or requirements under the circumstances would likewise constitute a regulatory taking by 
St. Tammany Parish, requiring compensation.   

  We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments.  In sum, we support issuance of 
the permit for the reasons set forth in this letter.   

                                                            Sincerely, 
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                                                            Louis E. Buatt 
  
LEB/shb 
  
  
Louis E. Buatt 

 (504) 556-4082 Direct 
(504) 556-4108 Fax
(225) 223-9600 Cell 
lbuatt@liskow.com E-mail 

New Orleans  |  Lafayette  |  Houston  

 One Shell Square 
 701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
 New Orleans, LA 70139 
www.liskow.com

Liskow & Lewis, A Professional Law Corporation. This communication is solely for the person to whom it is addressed. It contains 
legally privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not forward, disclose, copy, print, or save the 
message or its attachments. If you have received this message in error, please notify me immediately, and please delete this message. 
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From:
Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Attachments:

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
I represent P&F Lumber Company (2000), L.L.C., PF Monroe, L.L.C. and Markle 
Interests, L.L.C. (collectively, the "Landowners"). Together, the Landowners own 
nearly 2/3rds of the undivided interest in the lands leased to Helis Oil & Gas 
("Helis") in Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East, St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana,  for which Helis has applied to the  Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC")  for a drilling permit as noted in the captioned Engineering 
Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  
 
The Landowners strongly support the LOC’s  issuance of the dr i l l ing permit 
to Hel is  per its  appl icat ion in Engineering Docket No.  14 -626 and 
respectfully submit that it be issued forthwith for the detailed reasons 
noted in the attached letter which they hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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IRS Circular 230 Notice:  
To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice 
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and 
cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) 
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.
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Patrick Courreges 
Communications Director 
La. Dept. of Natural Resources 
Ofc: 225-342-0510 
Cell: 225-454-8223 
 
From: Phyllis Darensbourg  
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 4:26 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Helis emails  
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Bonjour Mr. James Welsh,

Please see the attached letter in favor of Helis for the 
Poitevent well, as I strongly support the LOC’s issuance of 
the drilling permit to Helis per its application in 
Engineering Docket No. 14-626, and respectfully submits 
that it be forthwith for the detailed reasons noted in this 
letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations.

Thanks and God bless,

CH Henry Alfred McEnery III 

LAMB Ministries Inc   www.lambnola.com Isaiah 40:31 “…with 
wings as eagles;”

5127 Laurel St, New Orleans, LA, 70115, USA, 504-269-5002 / 504-723-
9369 Cell 
hymcenery@hotmail.com libbamcenery@yahoo.com  

“Except ye… become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matthew 18:3     "Kindness is the language the blind can see 
and the deaf can hear." Mark Twain      "For God so LOVED the world, 
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that He GAVE His only begotten SON, that WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH in 
Him shall NOT PERISH, but have EVERLASTING LIFE !!" John 3:16

                “Semper Fidelis”        “De Oppresso Liber”

~    ~ ~   ~  ~  ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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CH Henry Alfred McEnery III

hymcenery@hotmail.com

 
 

November 17, 2014 

Via email to: jim.welsh@la.gov and dnrinfo@la.gov  

Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation, Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 
1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
I am a land owner and past resident of St. Tammany Parish, and I am writing you to join those 
urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC for the drilling of 
the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish. 

Please include this letter as part of the comments made for purposes of the public record arising from 
the notice and comment period in connection with the public hearing on November 12, 2014 in 
the captioned matter. 

As a lifelong (63 years) land owner, past resident (28 years), ordained minister by Collins 
Blvd Baptist Church in St Tammany parish, I strongly support the issuance of a drilling 
permit by the Louisiana Office of Conservation (the “LOC) to Helis in Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well for the reasons 
noted below in this letter. 
 
Before I tell you why I support the permit being issued, I want to remind you that last week was 
Veterans’ Day, a day when we honor the brave men and women of this country who have fought 
and sacrificed for us all.  I am a veteran, and served in the Gulf War and twice in Afghanistan 
with U.S. Army Special Forces, and I was attached to the Marine Corps as a counter 
insurgency advisor on my last tour in 2010.  As a lessor, investor, and past employee on 
offshore work over rigs and as a military man, there are more than a few similarities between 
my experience in the oil and gas industry and the military.  A brotherhood develops 
between guys in the field, mostly because you're watching each other’s backs on the job.  There's 
also patriotism in the oilfield, unlike any other industry, probably because of all the vets that work 
with us.  As a vet and a denizen of the oil patch, it's a great honor to know that I've had the 
good fortune of being part of both groups. This current oil play in St Tammany will bring many new 
jobs for our greater NOLA area of which returning vets are in great need!  Returning vets at no 
fault of their own add new burdens to our currently failing job markets.  New petro jobs will certainly
help our AO with this well regulated, safe, and clean industry.  Helis has even set records 
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concerning this. Please see below for the stats on this (pg 3). 
My Reasons for Supporting the Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish: 
 

The U.S. Shale Revolution and its Implications for America
A short five years ago, the world’s supply of oil was peaking, and as conventional gas production 
declined in the United States, it seemed that this country would become dependent on 
costly natural gas imports.  But in the years since, those predictions have proved spectacularly 
wrong.  Global energy production has begun to shift away from traditional suppliers in the 
Middle East, as producers tap unconventional gas and oil resources around the world, from the 
waters of Australia, Brazil, Africa, and the Mediterranean to the oil sands of Alberta.  The greatest 
revolution, however, has occurred  in the United States, where producers have taken 
advantage of two newly viable technologies to unlock resources once deemed commercially non-
feasible: horizontal drilling, which allows wells to penetrate bands of shale deep underground, and 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which uses the injection of high-pressure fluid to release gas and 
oil from rock formations. The resulting uptick in energy production in the U.S. has been dramatic.  
Between 2007 and 2012, U.S. shale gas production rose by over 50 percent each year, and 
its share of total U.S. gas production jumped from 5 percent to 39 percent.  Terminals once 
intended to bring foreign liquefied natural gas (LNG) to U.S. consumers are being reconfigured 
to export U.S. LNG abroad.  Between 2007 and 2012, fracking also generated an 18-fold 
increase in U.S. production of what is known as light tight oil, high-quality petroleum 
found in shale or sandstone that can be released by fracking.  This boom has succeeded in 
reversing the long decline in U.S. crude oil production, which grew by 50 percent between 2008 
and 2013.  Thanks to these developments, the U.S. is now poised to become an energy 
superpower.  Last year, we surpassed Russia as the world’s leading energy producer, and 
by next year, according to projections by the International Energy Agency, it will 
overtake Saudi Arabia as the top producer of crude oil. 

The fracking revolution required more than just favorable geology; it also took financiers with 
a tolerance for risk, a property-rights regime that lets landowners claim underground resources, a 
network of service providers and delivery infrastructure, and an industry structure characterized by 
thousands of entrepreneurs rather than a single national oil company.  Although many 
countries possess the right rock, none, with the exception of Canada, boasts an industrial 
environment as favorable as that of the U.S.  The American energy revolution has more than 
commercial implications. It also has wide-reaching geopolitical consequences.  Global energy 
trade maps are now being redrawn as U.S. imports continue to decline and exporters find 
new markets. As U.S. production increases, it will put downward pressure on global oil and gas 
prices, thereby diminishing the geopolitical leverage that some energy suppliers have 
wielded for decades.  Most energy-producing states that lack diversified economies, such as 
Russia and the Gulf monarchies, will lose out, whereas energy consumers, such as China, 
India, and other Asian states, stand to gain.  The biggest benefits, however, will accrue to the United 
States.  Ever since 1971, when U.S. oil production peaked, energy has been construed as a 
strategic liability for the country, with its ever-growing thirst for reasonably priced fossil fuels 
sometimes necessitating incongruous alliances and complex obligations abroad.  But that 
logic has been upended, and the newly unlocked energy is set to boost the U.S. economy 
and grant Washington newfound leverage around the world.  

For a more detailed analysis of the dramatic and positive changes the U.S. shale revolution will bring 
to this country are found in a report just released by the U.S, Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works entitled “Setting the Record Straight: Hydraulic 
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Fracturing and America’s Energy Revolution”, which I ask be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision.1

The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale in Lousiana 
The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale (TMS) is a sedimentary rock formation that consist of 
organic-rich fine-grained materials (sediments) deposited in a marine environment that 
existed across the Gulf Coast region approximately 90 million years ago.  The TMS includes the 
Eagle Ford Shale being similar in geological age.  The August, 1987 Bulletin (Volume 7) of the LSU-
Basin Research Institute (BRI), Baton Rouge, indicates a potential reserve of about 7 billion barrels of 
oil in the TMS.2 Its thickness varies from 500 feet in southwestern Mississippi to more than 800 feet 
in the southern part of the Florida Parishes in southeastern Louisiana—which includes St. Tammany 
Parish-- within an approximate depth range of 11,000 feet to the north to more than 15,000 
feet to the south. It is this resource that Helis is seeking to drill through a drilling permit from your 
office. The current TMS Oil Play targets unconventional reservoirs that are petroleum source rocks 
where petroleum hydrocarbons (oil and gas) originated in a high pressure and temperature geological 
subsurface environment. Not all of the petroleum hydrocarbons originally generated have migrated 
out of the source rock (TMS) which is now being explored for oil and /or liquid hydrocarbons with 
advanced (horizontal) drilling and completion (hydraulic fracturing, called fracking).3  

The U.S. Shale Revolution’s Implications for St. Tammany 
The highly respected LSU economist Dr. Loren Scott just completed a very significant economic 
report on the huge economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry. His report, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic Engine for the 
Louisiana Economy” lists the enormous benefits Louisiana receives from the energy industry, 
including oil and gas production.4 I ask that Dr. Scott’s be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision. 

Dr. Scott’s conclusions are succinctly summed up by the following quote he makes in his conclusions 
in the study: 
“It is the engine that makes the difference. For Louisiana, the presence of the extraction, 
refining, and pipeline industries have indeed made all the difference. The energy industry, and its 
accompanying multiplier effects, has been a powerful engine for economic growth in 
Louisiana.” 

In a nutshell, Dr. Scott’s study shows the following very significant economic benefits flowing 
from Louisiana’s energy industry to the citizens and governments of this state:
Louisiana is the nation's number two producer of crude oil and the number two 
producer of natural gas among the 50 states. 
Louisiana ranks number two among the states in petroleum refining capacity.                 
Through both direct and multiplier effects Louisiana’s energy industry supported $73.8 billion in sales in
Louisiana firms, generated over $20.5 billion in household earnings for Louisianans, and 
supported 287,008 jobs in the state in 2011.  

                                                           

 
2 See http://www.lgs.lsu.edu/deploy/uploads/Tuscaloosa%20Marine%20Shale.pdf 
3 See Louisiana Department of Natural Resources webpage at 
:http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=909 
4 See http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 
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The $20.5 billion in earnings represented 11.6 % of total earnings in Louisiana. Personal 
income in not a single parish in Louisiana reaches this level.  On average the job multiplier for the 
petroleum industry in Louisiana was 4.4; that is, for every job created in these sectors 3.4 additional 
jobs are created in other sectors in the state.  Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid nearly 
$1.5 billion in state taxes and fees in FY13, or about 14.6 % of total state taxes, licenses, and 
fees collected.  Through the $20.5 billion in household earnings generated by Louisiana’s energy 
industry, state government indirectly was able to collect an additional $1,438,000,000 in taxes, 
for a total boost to the state treasury of $2.9 billion.  A very conservative estimate is that 
Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid $410 million in ad valorem taxes to local 
governments in the state in 2013---a 37.5% increase over 2009. In 43 of the state's 64 parishes, 
these ad valorem taxes exceeded $1 million. In 22 parishes the number exceeded $5 million.  

It is important to note that that the Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses
and thousands of employees in  the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, which 
represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which also strongly supports Helis’ 
plans.  It is also important to note that all of the following regional business groups representing 
hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and 
plans:

Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
Jefferson Business Council 
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
River Region Chamber of Commerce 
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
Washington Economic Development Foundation5

Once Helis is granted the drilling permit, I am confident that similar benefits will come to the 
people and government of St. Tammany Parish. 
 

Helis’ Outstanding Safety and Ecology Track Record 
In the past, Helis’ has drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill, and these 
types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  Helis has an outstanding 
record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and extensive operations on 
private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and in Louisiana waters.  Also, Helis  
has years of experience drilling in sensitive environments, such as wildlife and always has the 
highest regard for its surroundings.  Well in advance of being required to do so for its offshore 
                                                           
5 http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-
support-of-energy-industry/ 
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operations, Helis voluntarily implemented the now mandatory Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for all of its operations—offshore and onshore.  What 
SEMS means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:  
Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion operations… Every 
employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and given full safety briefings,
and every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he or she deems it 
unsafe.

Helis has received the following 3 commendations for its excellent track record in drilling safe and 
environmentally secure wells:
>>> Federal offshore regulators have nominated Helis for the National “SAFE” Award for its 
safety and environmental performance record.   
>>> The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality commended Helis’ work for its work 
remediating and restoring Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, recognizing that 
Helis "went above and beyond" in its efforts.  
>>> The US Coast Guard has commended Helis for its environmental protection efforts.   
Helis also has received numerous annual safety awards from the Louisiana Workers’ 
Compensation Corporation.6 
 

Objections to Helis’ Permit are Unfounded 
The objections to granting Helis’ permit application pertain to surface activities and to subsurface 
effects that are feared to arise.  The legal issues (principally related to zoning) are relatively simple 
and easily disposed of, as follows: 
Road use and noise from drilling equipment and operations does not differ in kind or magnitude 
from any other construction activity in a community.  Such activity is temporary in nature
and has been mitigated by company measures as well as by existing rules and regulations of the 
Office of Conservation.  It is unfair and unjust to deny a person’s lawful use of his or her 
property or prohibit a valuable business activity simply because of annoyance or 
inconvenience to some persons in a community.  It would be a terrible precedent to allow a 
vocal minority to deny me a lawful and safe use of my own property.

Fracturing of petroleum wells goes back to 1865 when use was first made of the Roberts 
Torpedo, which was widely employed in the early days of the industry.  Commercial hydraulic 
fracturing of oil wells dates from 1949, and hundreds of thousands of oil and gas wells 
have been safely operated with this process being employed. Countless wells that are 
horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured have been completed in shale formations in 
northwest and southeast Louisiana, Arkansas, Colorado, Texas, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Ohio and other states.  These wells have dramatically expanded domestic production
of oil and natural gas, diminished the reliance on foreign sources of supply and enhanced 
American security.  They have provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have aided our state’s
economy and the government’s revenues from bonuses, royalties and severance tax.  Critics 
can point to no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or water supplies 
in Louisiana or any other state. 

                                                           

6 See http://www.helisenergyproject.com/  and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk 
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Concerning the law of Louisiana on local authority to regulate drilling, in the highly regarded 
publication, “Pooling and Unitization Treatise,” Professors Patrick Martin and Bruce 
Kramer survey all producing states on this question of preemption and conclude: “Of all of the 
states, Louisiana is the one with the clearest and most wide-ranging preemption of sub-
state unit regulation of oil and gas operations.”  B. Kramer & P. Martin, Pooling and 
Unitization, §4.05[2][b][vi].  
Louisiana law clearly provides as follows: 
The issuance of a permit by the commissioner of conservation shall be sufficient authorization
to the holder of the permit to enter upon the property covered by the permit and to drill in search 
of minerals thereon.  No other agency or political subdivision of the state shall have the authority 
and they are hereby expressly forbidden to prohibit or in any way interfere with the 
drilling of a well or test well in search of minerals by the holder of such a permit. La. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 30:28(F). (Emphasis added.) 
Moreover, the courts have made it abundantly clear that this statute is to be followed to the 
exclusion of regulation by local government, Energy Management Corp. v. City of 
Shreveport, 397 F.3d 297 (5th Cir. 2005); 467 F.3d 471 (5th Cir. 2006). The State of Louisiana
has wisely entrusted a central agency of the state for the protection of the public interest.  
That office, the Louisiana Office of Conservation, has an exemplary record of safeguarding 
the public while overseeing the orderly development of oil and gas in Louisiana. It would be 
extraordinarily harmful to the state to relinquish that role in favor of partisan local interests or 
give in to unfounded fears that a safe, proven technology might have negative consequences.  It 
would also deny to owners of oil and gas rights, such as Helis’ lessors and hundreds and  
thousands of other Louisianans, the right to enjoy the mineral rights they own in their 
own lands. 

Helis Will Drill and Produce its Well in an Environmentally Safe Way 
Objections to Helis’ application based on water pollution are also utterly unfounded for the following 
reasons:  
Helis will also employ an extra string of casing so that the aquifer will be protected by three 
concentric strings of casing - one more than the required two strings of casing—along with three 
layers of cement.  For the many other environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in 
connection with its proposed well, please see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ and  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk    

Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the Southern Hills Aquifer 
extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet below the aquifer, providing a 
significant safeguard to the aquifer. Thousands of wells have been drilled through this aquifer in 
Louisiana and Mississippi.  In fact, fracking projects through this same aquifer are already taking 
place in neighboring Tangipahoa Parish.  There are literally thousands of fracked wells in 
Louisiana—about  two thousand seven hundred (2,700) in the Haynesville Shale area in North 
Louisiana and some thirty-five (35) in Tangipahoa Parish and  other areas near to St. Tammany.  See 
http://videos.loga.la/home.  According to the Louisiana Commissioner of Conservation and local 
officials in those areas, there are no air, water quality or health problems reported from any 
fracked well in Louisiana.  If the issue is protecting the aquifers, then it is just too late, as we 
are completely surrounded by hundreds of fracked wells!  And so… where is the pollution? 

Several peer-reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers.  See, for example, the report in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
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well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.  In some areas outside of Louisiana 
there are very rare occurrences where hydrocarbon contamination of said aquifers can 
occur if the shallow casing of an oil or gas well is not properly cemented.  In areas where methane 
contamination of fresh water aquifers can be linked to oil and gas operations, naturally occurring 
shallow methane accumulations exist in close proximity to the fresh water aquifers.
There are no shallow methane accumulations in St Tammany Parish, as evidenced by 
electric logs run in wells previously drilled in St Tammany and by the fact that no methane 
gas is found naturally in St Tammany well water. However, thousands of potable water 
wells out west and around the world and many sacred pristine springs (a flame rises up in the 
middle of the bubbling spring) have gas from low lying pockets of gas in the aquifers!  Also, let’s not 
forget the vulcanization of aquifers under volcanic high pressure toxic steam that pump tens 
of thousands of some of the most poisonous chemicals into those very fresh water sources (ie. 
Yellow Stone’s Old Faithful among others is one, and if that giant caldera ever blows, it will more 
than prove Global Warming to be the ridiculous joke that it is!).  If you stand near and downwind to 
these noxious chemical clouds, you die, and we have these volcanic eruptions often every year
with the one in Iceland in 2007, pumping more pollution into the ground and upper atmosphere 
than all of the pollution produced by the human race over the past 300 years! Every year 
every just one of these volcanic eruption produces more pollution than all of the cars and factories 
do over the same entire year.  You know, Mother Nature’s way…  But not to worry, as Mother 
Nature has remarkable ways of self healing.  She’s been at for a very long time now. 

A study by the University of Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal 
Analytical Chemistry of components found in fracking fluid injected into shale to release oil and 
gas contains chemicals found in substances most people ingest all the time, including ice 
cream, laxatives and toothpaste.  Though the fluid is mostly water and sand, many critics of 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, say chemicals added to the fluid contaminate groundwater.  The 
new study suggests that additives found in one component, surfactants (soap), which breaks 
surface tension to allow oil to be extracted, are no more toxic than other common household items 
like bleach.  University researchers collected samples from fracking fluid surfactants in five states —
Colorado, Louisiana, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Texas.  Other chemicals used are commonly found in 
hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, cosmetics and household cleaners.7

The potential for the casing to leak has been put forward as a concern for potential oil 
contamination of the Southern Hills Aquifer. Here, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills 
Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely 
that the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other.  Corrosion issues, if they were 
ever to occur, would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production.  By that time, the 
pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the Southern Hills Aquifer; 
therefore, if communication between the productive tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would 
flow into the tubing and no oil could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.   

Earthquakes caused by fracking operations have been brought up. There is no evidence that 
fracking operations have caused earthquakes that a person could feel. While this may have 
                                                           

7 See http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k and also  see http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-

mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream/ 
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occurred near a few waste water disposal wells, Helis has stated that wastewater from the operation 
of its well will not be disposed of in St Tammany.  And, even if it were, the geology in most of 
Louisiana and St Tammany Parish is different from the geology in the areas where the 
few earthquakes have occurred, as those that have taken place have occurred in hard rock 
country where injected fluids lubricated a fault plane and released some stress (stored energy) along 
the fault. No stored energy exists along fault planes in shallow Tertiary sediments in 
Louisiana underlying the well site because the unconsolidated sediments slowly deform when 
any stress is placed on them. 

Much has been made by opponents of Helis’ well about the Southern Hills Aquifer being the sole 
source of drinking water in St Tammany Parish, and therefore no oil and gas activities should be 
allowed that could possibly harm it.  This argument has two major problems: first, the Southern Hill 
Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes.  This water source has and will continue to 
provide fresh water for thousands of people while at the same time over 1,000 oil and gas wells 
have been drilled through it over the past 50 years, with no resulting contamination; 
secondly, the Southern Hills Aquifer may not a sole source of fresh water because it is actually a sub-
surface fresh water zone made up of 10-15 separate fresh water sands. These sands are 
separated by impermeable shales and are therefore isolated from each other. This fact 
makes it all but impossible for a subsurface incident from an oil and gas operation to 
damage the Southern Hills fresh water zone as a whole.  Fracking is also not new to this area 
of Louisiana.  Major fracking operations are safely taking place less than 40 miles away through 
the same aquifer in neighboring Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all.  Fracking 
operations will begin soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany Parish. 

I am quite familiar and have been familiar for over two years with Helis Oil & Gas, LLC and with 
the owners of the proposed site.  In fact, I have known and been friends with the Poitevents for 
over 55 years.  I know both to be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to 
threaten or harm the environment.  In fact the Poitevent family were early Huguenot  
settlers arriving in St Tammany Parish in a covered wagon some 200 years ago.  

For all of the many solid reasons set forth in this letter and as the Bible tells us that God will 
bless us with oil riches out of the ground (“When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock 
poured me out rivers of oil;” Job 29:6 and “Jacob… He made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, 
and oil out of the flinty rock;” Deuteronomy 32:9-13, sweet crude out of T M Shale?), I 
strongly urge the Office of Conservation to grant Helis’ permit application as Helis’ well is 
in the public interest, and it will benefit the State of Louisiana and the citizens and government 
of St. Tammany Parish.  It will not harm the air, the water, or quality of living of St. Tammany Parish.  
Take a look at New Iberia, LA surrounded by oil wells for decades.  It was just voted the best 
overall place for quality of living in America!   
To repeat, this landowner strongly supports the LOC’s issuance of the drilling permit to Helis per its 
application in Engineering Docket No. 14-626, and respectfully submits that it be forthwith for 
the  detailed reasons noted in this letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of the 
matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 

Thanks and God bless, 
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CH Henry Alfred McEnery III  
LAMB Ministries Inc   www.lambnola.com    Isaiah 40:31 “…with wings as eagles;”

5127 Laurel St, New Orleans, LA, 70115, USA, 504-269-5002 / 504-723-9369 Cell 
hymcenery@hotmail.com    libbamcenery@yahoo.com    
“Except ye… become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18:3     "Kindness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear." 
Mark Twain      "For God so LOVED the world, that He GAVE His only 
begotten SON, that WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH in Him shall NOT PERISH, but 
have EVERLASTING LIFE !!" John 3:16

        “Semper Fidelis”        “De Oppresso Liber”

~    ~ ~   ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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From: Julie Poitevent [jpoitevent@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 9:04 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: FW: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC--Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, 
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804   
 
Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well  
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner:   
 
I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany. 
 
 
Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 
 
My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.  
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Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 
 
Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ 
and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk. 
 
One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:   
 
i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion 
operations. 
ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and 
given full safety briefings, and    
iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he 
or she deems it unsafe. 
 
As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.  
 
Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer 
 
I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  
 
Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany. 
 
I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 
 
Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
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fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.    
 
In addition, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three 
concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that 
the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, 
if they were ever to occur, would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on 
production. By that time, the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than 
the pressure in the Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between 
the productive tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing 
and no oil could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    
 
As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k 
and   http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream/. 
 
The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success 
 
Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses, royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-
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content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the issuance 
of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, 
which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which also strongly 
supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business Council’s 
endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional business groups, 
which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly support 
Helis’ drilling permit and plans: 

 
• Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
• Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
• Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
• Jefferson Business Council 
• Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
• Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
• New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
• Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
• River Region Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
• St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
• Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
• Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
• Washington Economic Development Foundation[1] 

  
For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry/ 
 
As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
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weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Julia B. Poitevent  
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen of the State of Louisiana and 
wish to see uniformity in the application of the issuance of drilling permits. 

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation. 

Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LP_sbr8cqJk. 

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:  

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and   

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish. 

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success 

Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses, royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis’ plans.Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council’s endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans: 

•       Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 

•       Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
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•       Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development 
District 

•       Jefferson Business Council 

•       Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 

•       Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 

•       New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 

•       Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 

•       River Region Chamber of Commerce 

•       St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 

•       St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 

•       St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 

•       Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 

•       Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 

•       Washington Economic Development Foundation[1] 

  
For the full text of the announcement, please 
see http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry/ 

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
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higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Trevor Kade Theunissen 
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Jan P. Jumonville 
  Attorney at Law & Notary 
  24 Magnolia Gardens Drive 
Covington, Louisiana 70435 
    Email: jpjumonvilleatty@bellsouth.net 
           Office/Fax (985) 892-8191 

 
 

 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
I represent P&F Lumber Company (2000), L.L.C., PF Monroe, L.L.C. and Markle 
Interests, L.L.C. (collectively, the "Landowners"). Together, the Landowners own 
nearly 2/3rds of the undivided interest in the lands leased to Helis Oil & Gas 
("Helis") in Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East, St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana,  for which Helis has applied to the  Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC")  for a drilling permit as noted in the captioned Engineering 
Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  
 
The Landowners strongly support the LOC’s  issuance of the dr i l l ing permit 
to Hel is  per its  appl icat ion in Engineering Docket No.  14 -626 and 
respectfully submit that it be issued forthwith for the detailed reasons 
noted in the attached letter which they hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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Catherine and Lawrence J. Casey 
77104 Highway 1082 
Covington, LA 70435 
 
 
November 18, 2014 
 
 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P O Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket 14-626 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We reside in Covington, Louisiana, Saint Tammany Parish.  We are writing to demand that you 
deny Helis Oil application to drill a hydraulic fracturing well in Saint Tammany Parish.  The facts 
justify our requests: 
 

Saint Tammany Parish zoning laws prohibit such activities. 
Saint Tammany Parish pine forests have significant economic value and result in an air quality 
superior to that of surrounding areas. 
The Southern Hills Aquifer is a sole source aquifer. 
Oil, gas and toxic liquids CAN migrate upward to the aquifer and the surface, contrary to some 
so-called expert testimony.  The fact that natural seeps occur demonstrates this. 
The process of fracking has been scientifically linked to earthquakes. 
Fracking disposal wells have been directly linked to earthquakes. 
Caddo Parish Louisiana - fracking accidents in 2009-2010 polluted the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer, 
forced the evacuation of over 135 residences, and killed 17 cattle. 
The current fracking process which includes high volume pumping, directional drilling, 
multiple wells on one pad, and hazardous chemicals added to water was only begun in the 
first decade of the twenty-first century, and not +60 years ago, as some so-called experts have 
publicly stated.  It is still evolving and cannot be made FAILSAFE. 
The states of Colorado, Kansas, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Wyoming have all 
concluded that earthquakes and fracking are related.  Some studies are complete and 
demonstrate the positive correlation, while other studies are in process. 
Multiple public periodicals and news organizations have concluded earthquakes and fracking 
are directly related:  Seismological Research Letters, National Geographic, Science, and 
Bloomberg News, to name a few. 
The U.S. Geological Survey concludes, "… that there are good examples where it is clear that if 
you turn off a fracking well, the earthquakes stop…it is a strong correlation."  
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Why is LDNR not conducting studies on fracking?  Why would LDNR disregard the 
scientific/factual conclusions about fracking and earthquakes, and even consider granting 
fracking permits at this time?    

LDNR's mission reads: 

The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to ensure and promote sustainable and 
responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are available for the enjoyment and 
benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 

As Louisiana citizens, we expect LDNR to fulfill its' mission by recognizing our right to determine 
that fracking can harm our forests, water, air, and soil.  That means fracking can harm us! 

We believe it is important in considering our written request, that it be noted one of us has 
worked in the oil and gas industry for thirty years and is familiar with drilling, production, 
air/water/waste issues, hazardous materials transportation, pipelines, emergency plans, 
accident reporting, etc.  Thus, we are informed and knowingly request denial of Helis Oil's 
permit application. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Catherine Casey        Lawrence J Casey III 
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Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Please submit the attached letter to the Office of Conservation, Engineering 
Division, for consideration at their meeting of Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads 
Poitevant et al No. 1 well hearing. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Colonel Thomas Nowak, USAF Retired, and Phyllis Nowak 
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Colonel Thomas Nowak and Ms. Phyllis Nowak 
2106 Olvey Drive 

Mandeville, LA 70448 

November 18, 2014 

Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

REF:   Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 

Dear Reviewing Committee: 

We are writing to you in reference to the aforementioned docket number in order to express 
that both of us are 100% against the issuance of a permit to allow hydraulic fracturing (a.k.a. 
“fracking”) in St. Tammany Parish.  We live about three miles from the proposed test well and 
are residents in St. Tammany in our home of 21 years.  Thomas is a retired career Air Force 
officer who served 23 years of active duty in service to our country and who then taught in 
public schools as an Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps instructor for an additional 
21 years, thus having worn his U.S. Air Force uniform for a total of 44 years.   Phyllis is a retired 
non-profit organization administrator who worked with the Youth Service Bureau of St. 
Tammany for sixteen years to provide assistance for at-risk children, youth and their families.  
We are actively engaged as volunteers in work toward the betterment of our community. 

We purchased our home 21 years ago after Thomas’ retirement from the Air Force and our 
home is now paid in full.  Within the first few years of our living here, we decided to make St. 
Tammany our permanent home (we are native Texans) due to St. Tammany’s beauty, high 
quality of life, and abundance of lush vegetation and wildlife.  We are avid gardeners and 
fishermen and enjoy our pleasant, peaceful life in St. Tammany.   

As a result of Helis Oil’s April 2014 announcement of its intent to apply for a permit to do oil 
and gas exploration in our area, we began to search for information about other American 
communities that have experienced the impact and effects of fracking.  The results of our 
research are disturbing.  As you are probably aware, several U.S. communities, as well as other 
countries (France and Germany), have passed laws to prevent fracking due to concern for their 
environment and water supply.  We love our home and the community of St. Tammany Parish 
and we believe than any amount of oil or gas that might be extracted from beneath our aquifer 
would come at too high a price for our community –  including pollution of our sole pure water 
source, a compromise of our geographical stability,  a huge increase in vehicular traffic on 
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Highway 1088 and Interstate Highway 12, and greatly increased noise and air pollution of the 
area.  The fine quality of life in St. Tammany would be severely damaged should the drilling be 
implemented.  Loss of property values for those of us living within a ten mile radius from the 
drilling site would be assured according to research reported by three different St. Tammany 
Parish realtors. area’s   Consequently, we are compelled to request that you deny Helis Oil’s 
permit for fracking so that our beautiful corner of the world will be preserved in its pristine 
condition for us, our children, grandchildren and other future citizens of St. Tammany. 

Most Sincerely, 

 

Colonel Thomas Nowak                                                                  Phyllis Nowak 

U.S.A.F, Retired 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation  

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

As a resident of Jefferson Parish, I want to offer my thoughts on the application of 
Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC") to Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.  

Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ 
and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk. 

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:   

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and    

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.  

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer 

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany. 

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
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Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production. By that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k 
and   http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream/. 

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success 

Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses, royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic 
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Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
 
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council’s endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans: 

• Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
• Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
• Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
• Jefferson Business Council 
• Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
• Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
• New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
• Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
• River Region Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
• St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
• Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
• Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
• Washington Economic Development Foundation[1] 
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For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry/ 

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Stacey Zimmer  Martinez 

4325 Cousins Boulevard 

Marrero, Louisiana  70072
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation  

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany. 

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.  
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Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ 
and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk. 

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:   

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and    

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
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and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.  

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer 

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany. 

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 

Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
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reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production. By that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k 
and   http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream/. 

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success 

Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses, royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-
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content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
 
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council’s endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans: 

• Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
• Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
• Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
• Jefferson Business Council 
• Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
• Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
• New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
• Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
• River Region Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
• St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
• Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
• Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
• Washington Economic Development Foundation[1] 

 
For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry/ 
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As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheairs Porter 
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Hon. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

PO BOX 94275 

BATON Rouge, LA 70804 

 RE: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevant et al No.1 Well 

 

Dear Commisioner: 

I would like to offer my thoughts about the Helis proposal for a drilling permit in St. Tammany Parish.  I 
am in full support of the project.  I believe being a landowner and the owner of minerals comes the right 
to be able to lease your property for the possibility of oil production. I believe that is part of the 
“American Dream”.   I understand that there has been over 2,000 wells drilled in the Northern part of 
the State in the Haynesville Shale area, and I have not heard of any major problems. I also understand 
there are some citizens in St. Tammany who are opposed to the project because of having to drill 
through the drinking water aquifer, but the same aquifer has been drilled though and hydraulically 
fractured numerous times in Tangipahoa Parish.  I trust the State Department of Natural Resources will 
do an excellent job of making sure that Helis and any company afterwards that may drill in St. Tammany 
Parish will abide by all State regulations to extract oil and gas as safely and effectively as possible.  

On another note, being a lifelong citizen of St. Tammany Parish I believe the economic impact will be 
wonderful for the community. I have experienced in my life many people who grew up here leaving to 
go to Texas and other States to find high paying jobs. I know if the Oil industry were to produce oil here 
it would bolster the economy and produce many high paying and quality jobs.   

 

Thanks for Your Time, 

 

Garrett Acquistapace 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.

Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=LP_sbr8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this: 

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production. By that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k and  http://www.washingto
npost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream/.

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success
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I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council’s endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans:
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For the full text of the announcement, please 
see http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry/

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

Respectfully Submitted,
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joycelyn 
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From: J. Ollie Edmunds  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:34 AM 
To: 'jim.welsh@la.gov'; 'dnrinfo@lal.gov' 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 
I support those who have urged you to grant the application for the drilling of the proposed 
Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish.    
 
I am a retired orthopaedic surgery professor at Tulane Medical School in New Orleans.   I have 
invested in pine forestland with mineral rights in St. Tammany Parish near the proposed Helis 
well.   The anti-fracking arguments against this well are spurious.  Your office in the state 
government is the proper agency to make this decision, not the Parish or local government.   
 
I encourage you to grant this application for drilling.    
 
J. Ollie Edmunds, MD 
Professor of Orthopaedics 
Chief of Hand and Upper Extremity Surgery 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
Suite 1500 Tidewater Place 
1440 Canal St.   
New Orleans, LA, 70112 
Office 504-558-0103 
Cell 504-919-3502 
ollie@deltapac.com  
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Analytical Chemistry
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Please see attached.  If you require further information please let me know.  Thanks and have a great 
day.  
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Please find attached comments on behalf of St. Tammany Land Co. L.L.C. concerning the Helis Drilling 
Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et at No. 1 Well; Engineering Docket 14-626.  Also the comments are 
reproduced below in the body of this email.   
  
  
November 19, 2014                                                                     Writer’s Name                                               Direct: (504) 556-
4082 
                                                                                                                                                                  Louis 
Buatt                                                       lbuatt@Liskow.com 
  
  
VIA Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
  
RE:       Comments  
            Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent  et al No. 1 Well 
            Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
  
Dear Commissioner Welsh: 
  
            Please be advised that I represent St. Tammany Land Co., L.L.C. (“STLCO”) and am 
submitting this letter on its behalf.  By letter dated September 10, 2014, Helis Oil & Gas 
(“Helis”) submitted an application for a drilling permit authorizing it to drill a vertical well in 
order to test the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale interval in its proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well, in the Lacombe Bayou Field, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana.   Thereafter, by letter dated 
September 15, 2014, the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic, on behalf of the Town of Abita 
Springs and the Concerned Citizens of St. Tammany (“CCST”) requested a public notice and 
comment period regarding Helis’ referenced application for drilling permit.  Tulane 
Environmental Law Clinic also requested a public hearing.   
  
            The purpose of this letter is to inform you and the Office of Conservation that STLCO 
supports issuance of the requested drilling permit and provides the following comments and 
information in support of Helis’s permit application. 
  
            STLCO is an owner of the location where Helis proposes to drill the well and an owner of 
the minerals.  STLCO and its predecessors have ties to St. Tammany Parish dating back to the 
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����’s.  We have been contributing to the economy of St. Tammany Parish for nearly 150 years 
through cultivation of timber, operation of a timber mill, the responsible development of 
property and other activities.  From the late 1800’s to the 1930’s our predecessors were one of 
the largest employers in St. Tammany Parish, operating a timber mill and cultivating 
timber.  STLCO has and continues to pay substantial taxes, which are used by St. Tammany 
Parish and the State of Louisiana to fund important public infrastructure projects and services, 
such as, building and maintaining roads and bridges and to pay for education and health care 
within the Parish.  Throughout the years we have also been responsible for making land 
available in St. Tammany Parish for public use.  One significant example is our conveyance of 
close to 16,000 acres of property to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission for the 
establishment of the Pearl River Wildlife Management Area.  This conveyance dates back nearly 
45 years and has provided a vast area on which the citizens of St. Tammany Parish have been 
able use for public recreation.  Additionally, we have provided property to Recreational Districts 
and the School Board for parks, recreational facilities, and schools.   
  
            We have and continue to be good stewards of the land.  In fact, in the mineral lease, 
Helis is restricted to areas where it can locate a well and other structures in support of those 
activities.  These contractual restrictions are imposed to minimize any potential adverse 
impacts to the environment and the public and also to allow for future responsible 
development of the property and surrounding properties.   STLCO is also an owner of the area 
around the proposed well site.  The site where Helis proposes to drill the well is remotely 
located and is on property that has been in timber cultivation for more than 150 years.  In 
addition, the property surrounding the proposed well site has likewise been in timber 
cultivation.  The nearest structure to the proposed drill site is located more than a mile 
away.  There are no residences within a mile of the location.  Interstate 12 is located 
approximately 1,837 feet away from the proposed drill site.  Lakeshore High School is located 
more than a mile away.  The town of Abita Springs is in excess of 7 miles away.  There are no 
registered water wells within a 1 mile radius of the proposed drill site.  Accordingly, we are 
confident the proposed location of this well minimizes any potential adverse impacts to the 
environment and the public and will not adversely impact the responsible future development 
of this or any of the surrounding properties.                            
  
            In general, domestic energy production lessens our dependence on foreign oil and 
provides increasing energy and economic security for the nation, region, and the state, which is 
particularly important during this period of geopolitical instability throughout the 
world.  Energy production ties into societal benefits, such as comfort, transportation, lifestyle, 
and jobs.  Energy production benefits the state from collection of severance taxes, from 
manufacturing and other economic development based on reliable supplies of affordable 
domestic energy with a growing population base.   There are specific benefits to the parish 
including severances taxes, local taxes, and significant economic development.  The increase in 
economic development will result in more jobs, increased sales taxes and additional local 
property taxes.  All of which provides substantial additional resources to the parish that can be 
used to build needed infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, and provide essential services, 
such as education and healthcare to the citizens of the parish.   
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            There is no dispute that the economic recovery of the nation is a vital public 
interest.  There is also no dispute that the economic recovery of the nation is dependent on and 
will continue to re�uire additional energy resources.  As such, the demand for energy will 
continue to increase.  There is also no dispute that the public is dependent on crude oil 
resources to fuel its transportation system and that a robust transportation system is vital to 
the nat�on’s econom�c reco�er� as well as to the pu�l�c’s wa� of l�fe�  Projects such as the one 
Helis is proposing could potentially provide a significant amount of crude oil to support the 
nat�on’s econom�c reco�er� and to provide reliable and affordable fuel the public is dependent 
on for transportation and its way of life.        
  
            A recent study by Dr. David Dismukes, professor and executive director for the LS�  
�enter for �ner�� �tud�es� t�tled �� ncon�ent�onal �esources and �ou�s�ana’s � anufactur�n� 
�e�elopment �ena�ssance�  ��anuary 11, 2013�, provides an economic overview of the 
Louisiana manufacturing sector, examines the importance of available and affordable energy to 
this sector, and show how the emergence of unconventional resources has resulted in a 
manufacturing investment renaissance in Louisiana.  As of the date of the report some �62.3 
billion in new capital investments have been announced in Louisiana and are likely to be 
developed between the next five to eight years.  Since the report several other significant 
announcements have been made for additional projects, so the dollars for new capital is even 
higher than that reported.   
  
            Dr. Dismukes reports statewide impacts as follows�    

 
 

 
 

 
 

            He also reports regional impacts to South Louisiana as follows� 
 

 
 

 
            Based on a study conducted by Professor Ladd for the �ournal of Rural Social Sciences, 
other parishes in Louisiana with development of oil and gas from resource formations have 
benefitted as outlined below �See  28�2�, 2013, pages 56�8��� 
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            Accordingly, based on the forgoing studies and other information available, the 
development of energy resources from resource formations, such as the project proposed by 
Helis, is necessary for the nation and state to achieve energy and economic security and 
provides significant economic benefits to the state, region and parish that are necessary to 
build needed infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, and provide essential services, such as 
education and healthcare to the citizens of the state, region and parish.    These projects, 
including the project proposed by Helis, are vitally important to the public interest, including 
but not limited to, supporting the economic recovery of the nation and supplying the reliable 
and affordable fuel  the public is dependent on for transportation and its way of life.  
  
            Many of the comments referenced by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic in its re�uest 
for a public hearing relate to hydraulic fracturing.  We would note that this application for a 
drilling permit does not re�uest authorization to conduct hydraulic fracturing.   At any rate, the 
comments and concerns referenced by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic that relate to 
hydraulic fracturing are unsubstantiated.  � nfortunately, shortly after Helis made its re�uest for 
unitization, the public was provided misinformation concerning the potential impacts from 
hydraulic fracturing.  In fact, there has been no credible information, data or scientific studies 
presented that support the notion that hydraulic fracturing presents any significant risk of 
impacts to freshwater supplies or the environment.�1�   It appears Tulane Environmental Law 
�l�n�c’s comments related to h�draul�c fractur�n� are �ased on unsu�stant�ated cla�ms and 
conclusions by those who oppose development of conventional energy resources that hydraulic 
fracturing somehow and in some way could contaminate drinking water resources.   The 
purpose of this misinformation campaign clearly appears to be designed to is simply instill fear 
in the public to achieve goals that restricts the development of conventional energy resources, 
thereby decreasing the availability and increasing the costs of conventional energy resources in 
an effort to artificially make alternative energy resources more competitive.  Such policies and 
goals are misguided and would in fact be detrimental to the energy and economic security 
opportunities for the country, region and state, as such, would be detrimental to the public 
welfare.   We would point out that EPA has been evaluating the potential impacts from 
hydraulic fracturing for years now and has been unable to draw any conclusions that hydraulic 
fracturing has impacted drinking water resources.�2� Moreover, as set forth below, the scientific 
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studies, data and information support that hydraulic fracturing has and can continue to be 
conducted without posing a threat to drinking water resources.  
  
            During the public hearing concerning this matter held on � ovember 12, 2014, no 
evidence was presented that this proposed project presented any unreasonable risks of harm 
to the environment or public welfare, including adverse impacts to groundwater and surface 
water resources. The only witness presented by the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic was Mark 
� uarles� a re��stered profess�onal �eolo��st� � r� � uarles’ test�mon� onl� d�scussed the 
�poss���l�t�� of the potent�al for lea�s of dr�ll�n� and h�draul�c fractur�n� flu�ds to �et �nto an 
a�uifer.  He never presented any testimony or evidence that he assessed or in any way 
attempted to �uantify any risks of probability of such fluids entering any a�uifers or any 
probability of any adverse impacts to any a�uifers.  In fact his testimony was largely outside of 
h�s professed area of e�pert�se� where he test�f�ed a�out the �poss���l�t�� of flu�ds lea��n� from 
various components of the well.  During his testimony and on cross examination, it was made 
clear that Mr. � uarles is not a petroleum or civil engineer and is not registered as a Professional 
Engineer in the State of Louisiana.  In addition, his testimony and on cross examination 
demonstrated he has no education, training or experience that would �ualify him to testify as 
an expert concerning the design of a well and the potential for failure of any well 
component.  In fact, overall he demonstrated a complete lack of understanding of the 
regulatory re�uirements for such a well and the design of the well Helis is proposing.  We would 
also point out that Statewide Order 2��B re�uires that certain information in applications to 
drill be certified by an engineer with a Professional Engineering registration.�3� Lastly, his 
testimony concerning the possibility of hydraulic fracturing fluids containing harmful chemicals 
was completel� speculat��e� where he test�f�ed that �t was �poss��le� that such flu�ds could 
�poss��l�� conta�n petroleum d�st�llates and that �en�ene could �poss��l�� �e one of those 
constituents.  He never presented any evidence, facts or basis to support any such claims. In 
fact a recent study by researchers at the � niversity of Colorado Boulder published in the journal 
��nal�t�cal �hem�str�� found that frac��n� flu�ds �n f��e states were no more to��c than 
substances commonly found in homes.  The study found that the chemicals found in fluid 
samples were also commonly found in everyday products, from toothpaste to laxatives to 
detergent to ice cream. Accordingly, his testimony should be disregarded or alternatively given 
very little weight.          
  
            The testimony of the Helis experts during the public hearing clearly demonstrated how 
the proposed project would be protective of the environment, including groundwater and 
surface water resources.  They specifically testified concerning the design of the well�4� and the 
geology in the area and how the proposed well would be protective of groundwater 
resources.  They also testified concerning the design of the well and the operational plan, 
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including the use and management of water for hydraulic fracturing, demonstrating how 
surface water resources would be protected.      
  
            Freshwater zones would be protected by multiple strings of casing cemented in place 
providing multiple and redundant levels of protection.    When complete, the well design with 
multiple and redundant permanent layers of protection, that exceed regulatory standards, will 
eliminate any probability of damage to the a�uifers initially and through the life of the 
well.  According to the American Water Works Association’s White Paper “Water and Hydraulic 
Fracturing, 2013” �AWWA White Paper� wells that are properly designed and operated pose no 
significant threat to ground water resources, since it would take the simultaneous failure of 
multiple safeguards for such fluids or hydrocarbons to escape and migrate to drinking water 
resources.�5�  In addition, the geology of the area in which the pad site is located is particularly 
suitable for the proposed project for two reasons� 1� the distance between the lowest fresh 
water zone and the zone which may be hydraulically fractured� 2� the lack of natural faulting.  If 
hydraulic fracturing were to take place, the zone that would be hydraulically fractured is 
approximately �,400 feet or 1.8 miles below the base of the deepest freshwater zone.  There 
are many impermeable shale and clay units between the zone that may be hydraulically 
fractured and any freshwater zone.  There is also no faulting present in the area to act as a 
potential pathway for migration.�6�  And according to the AWWA White Paper, where hydraulic 
fracturing takes places hundreds to thousands of feet below any freshwater zone, it is unlikely 
that fissures could be created extending into freshwater zones.  Based on a study by King, La 
Vergne Bryan, & Clark, 2012 fractures induced from hydraulic fracturing will only extend 
vertically approximately 100 meters and laterally 200�300 meters due to lithologic 
pressure.�7�  If hydraulic fracturing were to take place related to this project, it would not only 
be thousands of feet below any freshwater zone, it would be almost two miles below the 
deepest freshwater zone, making the proposed project area very suitable to safely conduct 
hydraulic fracturing for oil and gas production.  Conse�uently, based on the well design and the 
geology of this project area, the project does not pose a threat to drinking water resources.     
  

We would also point out that hydraulic fracturing associated with oil and gas 
developments are exempt from regulation under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  In the 2005 
Energy Policy Act Congress specifically exempted such hydraulic fracturing unless diesel fuel 
was used as a fracturing fluid.�8�  Accordingly, Congress has determined that such hydraulic 
fracturing conducted under state regulatory programs are protective of drinking water 
resources and the environment.   

  

                                                           

�8� SDWA � 1421�d� states that �the term �underground injection� excludes ... the underground injection of fluids or 
propping agents �other than diesel fuels� pursuant to hydraulic fracturing operations related to oil, gas, or 
geothermal production activities.� 
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It is also important to note this would not be the first well to be drilled through the 
freshwater zones in this area. Dating back many decades, we have granted many Oil, � as and 
Mineral Leases covering our property in St. Tammany Parish including the subject tract. The 
Office of Conservation should take this fact into account when evaluating this permit 
application.  �ased upon a re��ew of the data conta�ned �n �� �’s �� � ��� data�ase� a total of at 
least 73 oil and gas wells have been drilled in St. Tammany Parish alone, and many of these 
wells were dr�lled much closer to locat�ons of local water wells than � el�s’ proposed well 
site.  In addition, there has been another 124 oil and gas wells drilled through the same 
freshwater zones in the neighboring parishes of Washington and Tangipahoa.  We also 
understand there have been several wells recently drilled and completed, which were 
hydraulically fractured, just across the state line in Mississippi.  These wells in Mississippi that 
were hydraulically fractured were drilled through freshwater zones with no evidence of damage 
to the freshwater zones.  Considering the previous and current substantial oil and gas activities 
that have been conducted over many decades and the lack of impacts to the freshwater 
a�uifers in the area, there is no reasonable basis to believe the proposed well will adversely 
impact the drinking water resources in the area. 

  
The right to own, possess and use property for our benefit is a fundamental right we all 

have in this country, and when government regulation goes too far it effects a taking of 
property re�uiring compensation.  � nder the circumstances here, a denial of the referenced 
permit would constitute a regulatory taking, re�uiring compensation.  As a mineral servitude 
owner, STLCO has a reasonable expectation to be able to develop the oil and gas resources that 
are subject to its mineral servitude.  There is long standing precedent in this state that allows 
mineral servitude owners the right and ability to develop these oil and gas resources.  This long 
standing precedent allowing the development of oil and gas resources exist even where local 
governments have attempted to prevent such development by imposing their own 
re�uirements.���   As such, STLCO has always had a reasonable expectation that it would be able 
to develop these oil and gas resources where the regulatory re�uirements are met, even where 
opponents to the issuance of the permit allege that issuance of the permit would be in violation 
of local zoning ordinances and�or re�uirements.   Accordingly, denial of the referenced permit 
would not only result in usurping landowner rights, it would constitute a regulatory taking 
re�uiring compensation.  In addition, to the extent the application of these zoning ordinances 
and�or re�uirements are deemed valid and would now prevent the development of the oil and 
�as resources su��ect to ����� ’s m�neral ser��tude� such as appl�cat�on of the ord�nances 
and�or re�uirements under the circumstances would likewise constitute a regulatory taking by 
St. Tammany Parish, re�uiring compensation.   

  We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments.  In sum, we support issuance of 
the permit for the reasons set forth in this letter.   

                                                            Sincerely, 
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                                                            Louis E. Buatt 
  
LEB�shb 
  
  
Louis E. Buatt 

 (504) 556-4082 Direct 
(504) 556-4108 Fax
(225) 223-9600 Cell 
lbuatt@liskow.com E-mail 

 One Shell Square 
 701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
 New Orleans, LA 70139 
www.liskow.com

Liskow & Lewis, A Professional Law Corporation.
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Please find attached LMOGA’s comments on Engineering Docket No. 14-626. 
 
Original to follow by U.S. Mail. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Tyler Patrick Gray 
General Counsel 
La. Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association 
www.lmoga.com 
730 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Office: (225) 387-3205 
Cell: (225) 505-3459 
Fax: (225) 344-5502 
  
ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE: This e-mail transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may contain confidential 
information belonging to the sender which is protected by the attorney-client privilege. The information is intended only for the 
use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail transmission in error, please notify the sender and delete this communication from your computer system. 
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I AM SUBMITTING THE FOLLOWING FOR A SECOND TIME, IT DOES NOT APPEAR ON YOUR “ONE DRIVE” 
BOX WEBPAGE.  PLEASE MAKE CERTAIN THAT MY SUPPORT FOR PROMPT ISSUANCE IS MADE OF 
RECORD.   
 
William B. Rudolf 
Metairie, LA 
 
From: William B. Rudolf [mailto:wrbiloxi@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:36 AM 
To: dnrinfo@la.gov 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
 
I am writing in full support of the prompt issuance by the Department of Conservation of the Drilling 
Permit to commence drilling of the Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well located in St. Tammany Parish, LA.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William B. Rudolf 
Metairie, LA  70001 
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A. Wayne Buras | Jones Fussell, LLP |  P.O. Box 1810, Covington, LA 70434 | p: 985-892-4801 | f: 985-892-3147 | 
awb@jonesfussell.com |  
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November 19, 2014 
 
Regarding: Presentations/Exhibits and other materials related to Docket No. 14-
626 - Helis Oil and Gas Permit Application and Public Hearing 
 
Dear Mr. Welsh, 
 

Thank you for accepting my letter. My personal opinion is that I strongly prefer Helis – nor any 
other company eager to employ the fracturing method – never be granted a permit from the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR), please. While the scientific data and popular consensus is that the actual 
physical process of drilling into the ground and extracting oil using the fracking method can be safe, there 
are many other practical considerations that are incumbent on your department and others to consider.  
 

I have been intimately involved in the debate collecting data and public opinion since July. I have 
attended town hall meetings, parish council meetings, and various hearings, including last week’s 
important hearing at Lakeshore High School. From that data collected I inherently understand fracking to 
be a net negative when considering the environmental impacts and its affects on the natural resources of 
water, soil, and air. Of course I understand that there is this need for cheap, dirty, non-sustainable energy 
too. So the debate lies in the details of where it is appropriate to frack and where it should not be allowed.  
  

As the Department of Natural Resources, the following are concerns of mine and others and seem they 
could be subject to your jurisdiction and consideration. According to your own Office of Conservation, 
your other declared responsibilities are “to protect public safety and the environment from oilfield waste, 
including regulation of underground injection and disposal practices.” Due to the aforementioned charge 
the DNR should deny the permit for the following reasons: 
 

The sole-source aquifer is too precious a commodity to risk in any way, no matter what 
guarantees (although never committing to a legally enforceable document) Helis gives. 
 
The actual chemicals involved in the drilling and the subsequent construction of the casing. The 
chemicals will be entering the aquifer during the drilling process. The casing was never 
guaranteed by Helis to be capable of withstanding the particular geologic makeup of our wetlands 
and the well-documented potential for surface breakage and spills. 
 
The small levee Helis intends to build around the perimeter of the potential site may not handle 
the large downpours of rain during particular months throughout the year, rendering the 
cesspools of chemical water stored in the middle of these wetlands possible of drainage into the 
general water cycle. 

 
The unnamed and largely unaccountable amounts of water they will be sucking out of the sole-
source aquifer. Helis representatives never explained or promised anything regarding all of the 
sources of water they would be obtaining for their operation. 
 
The trucking of the toxic chemicals across a densely populated parish and the real risk of spill near 
schools, hospitals, elderly homes, or farmland.  

 
A proliferation of industrial clear-cutting forever altering the landscape of St. Tammany’s natural 
resources. This would also come at a price to various sectors of our local economy. 
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I urge you to deny this request. I understand the concepts of free market and private property. 
However, I am concerned that in St. Tammany Parish – a population of almost 240,000 people – 
fracking and the industrialization that it brings will have dire consequences to the beauty and bounty 
of our natural resources like fresh water, soil, and air. Only few people stand to gain economically 
from this endeavor while hundreds of thousands will have nothing but poisoned water to show for it. 
Finally, the fact that the landowners, Helis, and the DNR can effectively change the zoning of this 
particular tract of land simply for the profit of a few sets a dangerous precedent in St. Tammany that 
seeks to avoid a similar fate already well-established around the state and other parts of the country 
being – profits for the few over the good will and tranquility of the people. To allow this without a 
VOTE is UNDEMOCRATIC. The logical conclusion for this debate is to deny the permit to allow for a 
democratic vote to be taken by the people of St. Tammany to allow our citizens to determine our own 
particular destiny regarding the poisoning of our water. Thank you very much for your time. 

 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Charles Drews, B.A. History 
15407 Tchefuncte Dr. 
Covington, LA 70433 

 
 
The Office of Conservation will continue to accept comments until Nov. 19 at 5 p.m. Comments can be 
sent via fax to 225.242.3428; via email to dnrinfo@la.gov; or by mail to Office of Conservation, 
Engineering Division, P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, La. 70804. Comments should reference Engineering 
Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
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Represented by John Muir Local 100

Those who profess to favor freedom and yet depreciate agitation, are people who 

want crops without ploughing the ground; they want rain without thunder and 

lightning; they want the ocean without the roar of its many waters. The struggle 

may be a moral one, or it may be a physical one, or it may be both. But it must be a 

struggle. Power concedes nothing without a demand; it never has and it never will.
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Frederick Douglass
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To whom it may concern; 
 
It occurs to me that the positives of approving the Helis application outweigh the negatives, given the 
company’s track record of safety and performance.  I am in favor of the location because it is so far from 
anything really, in the middle of nowhere.  A better site for this could not be chosen in St Tammany 
Parish.  I believe that we are being misled by a very vocal and persuasive group, who are organized on 
social media and who I believe that many of their members are outsiders.  They are in the vast minority 
of our population.  I am a 19 year resident of St Tammany Parish, and feel that economic development 
and jobs, far outweigh the risks of this drilling project.  95% of the people I speak with who are 
informed, agree with me.  It seems that Helis has worked with the Parish on every issue of concern on 
this project, and has been very transparent during this process.  Granting this permit would send a 
message to Helis and other companies, that we have very high expectations regarding our safety and 
our environment.  Please do your job and grant this application.   
 
John L. Ammerman 
SVP Business Banker/Private Banking/Commercial 
850 N. Causeway Blvd. 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
John.Ammerman@IBERIABANK.com 
985-674-8261          NMLS# 787007 
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To Whom it May Concern,

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation. 

Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http://www.helisenergyproject.com/ 
and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SEMS”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis’ St. Tammany well is this:  

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and   

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the extra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish. 

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer
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I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security. 

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
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would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production. By that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.   

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k 
and   http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream/.

�he �iti�ens of �ouisiana and St� �amman� �arish Will �enefit Economicall� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council’s endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans:
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For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry/

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.
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Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 

I am an interested citizen and land owner in St. Tammany Parish and am writing you 
to join those urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC 
for the drilling of the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish. 

 
Please include this letter as part of the comments made for purposes of the public 

record arising from the notice and comment period in connection with the public hearing on 
November 12, 2014 in the captioned matter. 

 
I strongly support the issuance of a drilling permit by the Louisiana Office of 

Conservation (the “LOC) to Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, 
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well for the reasons noted below in this letter. 
   

I am familiar with Helis Oil & Gas, LLC and with the owners of the proposed site. I 
know them to be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to threaten or harm the 
environment. 
 

I urge the Office of Conservation to grant Helis’ permit application as Helis’ well is in 
the public interest and will benefit the State of Louisiana and the citizens and government of 
St. Tammany Parish and will not harm the air or the water of St. Tammany Parish. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Benjamin B. Tiller 
 
100 Conti Steet 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
Office: (504)586-7410 
Cell: (504)579-3250 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation�

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� and https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v
�LP�sbr8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the �arish� � hat SE� S 
means for Helis� St� �ammany well is this� 

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St� 
Tammany Parish.

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet�  As the 
Southern Hills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences athttp:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-well-
leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production� �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistryof components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k and   http:��www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.

�he �iti�ens of �ouisiana and St� �amman� �arish Will �enefit Economicall� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

�racking  has provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana�s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses� royalties and severance 
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tax. �or evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist �r� Loren Scott� entitled “�he Energy Sector� Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”� His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 

 

� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis� plans� Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council�s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also 
sternly support Helis� drilling permit and plans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please 
see http:��gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

I am a 20+ year resident of St. Tammany parish, settling in Quail Creek 
subdivision and raising my kids. They attend Lakeshore High School and my 
house is probably a little over a mile from the drilling site. We chose to live 
here because it is a family community and pay very high property taxes 
which fund the best school district in the state. THAT IS WHY WE LIVE HERE. 

Our home rule charter states that the citizens have the right to determine 
zoning requirements. The parish master plan & re-zoning does NOT ALLOW 
FRACKING. This site is zoned residential. 

Relaters are already stating that our property values will plummet 30%. I 
paid off my $220k house & will lose $66,000.00 dollars. 

The chemicals heavy metal pollutants are odorless, colorless, & tasteless. 
Some can not be detected at all. Helis has not disclosed what they will pump 
into the well. It will penetrate our sole source of drinking water!!! 

What about the unexpected? Namely, an explosion, fire, toxic gas release. 
You have 1000 kids at the high school barely a mile away and 20,000 
residents living in a 5 mile radius. Does this sound rational? 

All we have from Helis is promises, not backed by the power of law. They 
haven't even put their proposal into a legally binding document. Fracking 
brings to my beautiful neighborhood heavy equipment traffic on an already 
overburdened highway, the prospect of car accidents with high school 
teanage drivers with water/tanker trucks, noise-air-light-water pollution, 
severe loss of property values, higher incidents of cancer, Parkinson, & 
death rates, increased taxes to improve fire department training & 
equipment, earthquakes as reported today in a Kansas oil field that was 
fracked. It goes on and on......

I saw an economic evaluation that estimates the value of St. Tammany 
parish at $20 billion dollars. Let require Helis put up a security bond for that 
amount in the event of real threat of poisoning our sole source aquifer and 
rendering the parish unusable. But, not all the money in the world will bring 
back our dead spouses and children. Sounds incredible? Remember that this 
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is the industry that brought us the Deep Water Horizon disaster.... which 
was in the Gulf, and not literally in our back yards! 

Really, this is a no-brainer!!! When you consider this permit, think 
about if you lived in my house, and ���E N� �� �E��� Docket 
14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

Sincerely, 

�ohn S. �iceli III 
Betty E. �iceli 
Katie L. �iceli 
Nicholas �. �iceli 
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John B. Rice 
1172 Camp St. 

New Orleans, La. 70130 
504-421-8339 

 
Date:11/19/14 
 
 

Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well Dear 
Mr. Commissioner: 
I join those urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC for the 
drilling of the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish.

I am the president of a marine supply company in New Orleans. We have been serving the marine 
industry for two generations over a 67 year period. Our family has owned property in St. Tammany 
parish for over 100 years. The property is located along River Road and Hosmer Mill Road close to 
the Abbey. The Bogue Falaya river runs through the property. We believe in being good stewards of 
the land and would not want to see anything that would harm St. Tammany. We strongly believe that 
the issuance of the drilling permit to Helis Oil and Gas will not be harmful to the parish and that it 
actually would be very beneficial for economic 
growth.____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

THE US SHALE REVOLUTION AND ITS IMPLICATIONS

A short five years ago, the world’s supply of oil was peaking, and as conventional gas production 
declined in the United States, it seemed that this country would become dependent on costly 
natural gas imports. But in the years since, those predictions have proved spectacularly wrong. 
Global energy production has begun to shift away from traditional suppliers in the Middle East, as 
producers tap unconventional gas and oil resources around the world, from the waters of 
Australia, Brazil, Africa, and the Mediterranean to the oil sands of Alberta.  

The greatest revolution, however, has occurred  in the United States, where producers have taken 
advantage of two newly viable technologies to unlock resources once deemed commercially 
infeasible: horizontal drilling, which allows wells to penetrate bands of shale deep underground, 
and hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which uses the injection of high-pressure fluid to release gas 
and oil from rock formations. 

The resulting uptick in energy production in the U.S. has been dramatic. Between 2007 and 2012, 
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U.S. shale gas production rose by over 50 percent each year, and its share of total U.S. gas 
production jumped from five percent to �9 percent. Terminals once intended to bring foreign 
li�uefied natural gas �LNG� to U.S. consumers are being reconfigured to export U.S. LNG abroad. 
Between 2007 and 2012, fracking also generated an 18-fold increase in U.S. production of what is 
known as light tight oil, high-�uality petroleum found in shale or sandstone that can be released 
by fracking. This boom has succeeded in reversing the long decline in U.S. crude oil production, 
which grew by 50 percent between 2008 and 201�. Thanks to these developments, the U.S. is 
now poised to become an energy superpower. Last year, we surpassed Russia as the world’s 
leading energy producer, and by next year, according to projections by the International Energy 
Agency, it will overtake Saudi Arabia as the top producer of crude oil. 

The fracking revolution re�uired more than just favorable geology; it also took financiers with a 
tolerance for risk, a property-rights regime that lets landowners claim underground resources, a 
network of service providers and delivery infrastructure, and an industry structure characterized by 
thousands of entrepreneurs rather than a single national oil company. Although many countries 
possess the right rock, none, with the exception of Canada, boasts an industrial environment as 
favorable as that of the U.S. 

The American energy revolution has more than commercial implications. It also has wide-reaching 
geopolitical conse�uences. Global energy trade maps are now being redrawn as U.S. imports 
continue to decline and exporters find new markets.  As U.S. production increases, it will put 
downward pressure on global oil and gas prices, thereby diminishing the geopolitical leverage that 
some energy suppliers have wielded for decades. Most energy-producing states that lack 
diversified economies, such as Russia and the Gulf monarchies, will lose out, whereas energy 
consumers, such as China, India, and other Asian states, stand to gain. 

The biggest benefits, however, will accrue to the United States. Ever since 1971, when U.S. 
oil production peaked, energy has been construed as a strategic liability for the country, with its 
ever-growing thirst for reasonably priced fossil fuels sometimes necessitating incongruous alliances 
and complex obligations abroad. But that logic has been upended, and the newly unlocked energy 
is set to boost the U.S. economy and grant Washington newfound leverage around the world.  

For a more detailed analysis of the dramatic and positive changes the U.S. shale revolution will 
bring to this country are found in a report just released by the U.S, Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works entitled “Setting the Record Straight: Hydraulic Fracturing and 
America’s Energy Revolution”, which I ask be filed into the record of these proceedings. I strongly 
urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision.1

THE TUSCALOOSA MARINE SHALE IN LOUSIANA 

The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale �TMS� is a sedimentary rock formation that consist of organic-rich 
fine-grained materials �sediments� deposited in a marine environment that existed across the Gulf 
Coast region approximately 90 million years ago. The TMS includes the Eagle Ford Shale being 
similar in geological age.  The August, 1987 Bulletin ��olume 7� of the LSU-Basin Research 
Institute �BRI�, Baton Rouge, indicates a potential reserve of about 7 billion barrels of oil in the 

                                                           
1 See www.epw.senate.gov�public�index.cfm�FuseAction�Files.�iew&FileStore_id�d295782c-f7d1-4699-bf�e-
6�7ce4f�b80f 
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TMS.2 Its thickness varies from 500 feet in southwestern Mississippi to more than 800 feet in the 
southern part of the Florida Parishes in southeastern Louisiana—which includes St. Tammany 
Parish-- within an approximate depth range of 11,000 feet to the north to more than 15,000 feet to 
the south. It is this resource that Helis is seeking to drill through a drilling permit form your office. 

The current TMS Oil Play targets unconventional reservoirs that are petroleum source rocks where 
petroleum hydrocarbons �oil and gas� originated in a high pressure and temperature geological 
subsurface environment. Not all of the petroleum hydrocarbons originally generated have migrated 
out of the source rock �TMS� which is now being explored for oil and �or li�uid hydrocarbons with 
advanced �horizontal� drilling and completion �hydraulic fracturing, called fracking�.�  

THE US SHALE REVOLUTION’S IMPLICATIONS FOR ST. TAMMANY 

The highly respected LSU economist Dr. Loren Scott just completed a very significant economic 
report on the huge economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry. His report, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic Engine for the Louisiana 
Economy” lists the enormous benefits Louisiana receives from the energy industry, including oil 
and gas production.4 I ask that Dr. Scott’s be filed into the record of these proceedings. I strongly 
urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision. 

Dr. Scott’s conclusions are succinctly summed up by the following quote he makes in his 
conclusions in the study: 

It is the engine that makes the difference.� For Louisiana, the presence of the extraction, 
refining, and pipeline industries have indeed made all the difference. The energy industry, 
and its accompanying multiplier effects, has been a powerful engine for economic growth in 
Louisiana. 

In a nutshell, Dr. Scott’s study shows the following very significant economic benefits flowing from 
Louisiana’s energy industry to the citizens and governments of this state:

Louisiana is the nation�s number two producer of crude oil and the number two 
producer of natural gas among the 50 states. 

Louisiana ranks number two among the states in petroleum refining capacity. 

Through both direct and multiplier effects Louisiana’s energy industry supported $73.8 billion in 
sales in Louisiana firms, generated over $20.5 billion in household earnings for 
Louisianans, and supported 287,008 jobs in the state in 2011. 

The �20.5 billion in earnings represented 11.6 � of total earnings in Louisiana. Personal 
income in not a single parish in Louisiana reaches this level.  

                                                           
2 See http:��www.lgs.lsu.edu�deploy�uploads�Tuscaloosa�20Marine�20Shale.pdf 
� See Louisiana Department of Natural Resources webpage at 
:http:��dnr.louisiana.gov�index.cfm�md�pagebuilder&tmp�home&pid�909 
4 See http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 
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On average the job multiplier for these three industries was 4.4. That is, for every job 
created in these sectors �.4 additional jobs are created in other sectors in the state. The job 
multiplier for the oil and gas extraction industry is about �.6 and for the very capital-intensive 
refinery industry it is about 9.0. 

Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid nearly $1.5 billion in state taxes and fees in
F�1�, or about 14.6 � of total state taxes, licenses, and fees collected.  

Through the �20.5 billion in household earnings generated by Louisiana’s energy industry, state 
government indirectly was able to collect an additional �1,4�8,000,000 in taxes, for a total 
boost to the state treasury of $2.9 billion. 

A very conservative estimate is that Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid $410 million in 
ad valorem taxes to local governments in the state in 201�---a �7.5� increase over 2009. In
4�of the state�s 64 parishes, these ad valorem taxes exceeded �1 million. In 22 parishes the 
number exceeded �5 million.  

It is important to note that that the Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and 
thousands of employees in  the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the issuance of 
the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, which represents 
1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which also strongly supports Helis’ plans. 

It is also important to note that all of the following regional business groups representing hundreds 
of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans:

• Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
• Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
• Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
• Jefferson Business Council 
• Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
• Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
• New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
• Pla�uemines Association of Business and Industry 
• River Region Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
• St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
• Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
• Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
• Washington Economic Development Foundation 

I am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling permit, similar benefits will come to the people 
and government of St. Tammany Parish. 

 

OBJECTIONS TO HELIS’ PERMIT ARE UNFOUNDED 

The objections to granting Helis’ permit application pertain to surface activities and to subsurface 
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effects that are feared to arise. The legal issues �principally related to zoning� are relatively simple 
and easily resolved. 

Road use and noise from drilling e�uipment and operations does not differ in kind or magnitude 
from any other construction activity in a community. Such activity is temporary in nature and has 
been mitigated by company measures as well as by existing rules and regulations of the Office of
Conservation. It is unfair and unjust to deny a person’s lawful use of his or her property or prohibit 
a valuable business activity simply because of annoyance or inconvenience to some persons in a
community. It would be a terrible precedent to allow a vocal minority to deny me a lawful and safe 
use of my own property. 

As to feared conse�uences from hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling, these concerns are 
unfounded. Fracturing of petroleum wells goes back to 1865 when use was first made of the 
Roberts Torpedo, which was widely employed in the early days of the industry. Commercial 
hydraulic fracturing of oil wells dates from 1949, and hundreds of thousands of oil and gas wells 
have been safely operated with this process being employed. Countless wells that are horizontally 
drilled and hydraulically fractured have been completed in shale formations in northwest and 
southeast Louisiana, Arkansas, Colorado, Texas, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, West �irginia, Ohio 
and other states. These wells have dramatically expanded domestic production of oil and natural 
gas, diminished the reliance on foreign sources of supply and enhanced American security. They 
have provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have aided our state’s economy and the 
government’s revenues from bonuses, royalties and severance tax. Critics can point to no credible 
evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or water supplies in Louisiana or any other state. 

Concerning the law of Louisiana on local authority to regulate drilling, in the highly regarded 
publication, “Pooling and Unitization Treatise,” professors Patrick Martin and Bruce �ramer 
survey all producing states on this �uestion of preemption and conclude: “Of all of the states, 
Louisiana is the one with the clearest and most wide-ranging preemption of sub-state unit 
regulation of oil and gas operations.”  B. �ramer & P. Martin, Pooling and Unitization,
�4.05�2��b��vi�.  

Louisiana law provides as follows: 

The issuance of a permit by the commissioner of conservation shall be sufficient
authorization to the holder of the permit to enter upon the property covered by the permit 
and to drill in search of minerals thereon. No other agency or political subdivision of the 
state shall have the authority and they are hereby expressly forbidden to prohibit or in any 
way interfere with the drilling of a well or test well in search of minerals by the holder of
such a permit. La. Rev. Stat. Ann. � �0:28�F�. �Emphasis Added.� 

Moreover, the courts have made it abundantly clear that this statute is to be followed to the 
exclusion of regulation by local government, Energy Management Corp. v. City of Shreveport, �97 
F.�d 297 �5th Cir. 2005�; 467 F.�d 471 �5th Cir. 2006�. 

The State of Louisiana has been wise to trust a central agency of the state for the protection of
the public interest. The Office of Conservation has an exemplary record of safeguarding the public 
while overseeing the orderly development of oil and gas in Louisiana. It would be extraordinarily 
harmful to the state to relin�uish that role in favor of partisan local interests or give in to
unfounded fears that a safe, proven technology might have negative conse�uences. It would also 
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deny to owners of oil and gas rights, such as myself and hundreds of thousands of other 
Louisianians, the right to enjoy our rights in our own lands. 

I am familiar with Helis Oil & Gas, LLC and with the owners of the proposed site. I know them to
be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to threaten or harm the environment. 

I strongly urge the Office of Conservation to grant Helis’ permit application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Rice 
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Bonjour Mr. James Welsh,

Please see the attached letter in favor of Helis for the 
Poitevent well, as I strongly support the LOC’s issuance of 
the drilling permit to Helis per its application in 
Engineering Docket No. 14-626, and respectfully submits 
that it be forthwith for the detailed reasons noted in this 
letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations.

Thanks and God bless,

CH Henry Alfred McEnery III 

LAMB Ministries Inc   www.lambnola.com Isaiah 40:31 “…with 
wings as eagles;”

5127 Laurel St, New Orleans, LA, 70115, USA, 504-269-5002 � 504-72�-
9�69 Cell 
hymcenery�hotmail.com libbamcenery�yahoo.com  

“Except ye… become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matthew 18:3     "Kindness is the language the blind can see 
and the deaf can hear." Mark Twain      "For God so LOVED the world, 
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that �e G�VE �is onl� begotten �O�� that ��������� �EL�EVET� in 
�i� shall ��� ������, but ha�e EVE�L��T��G L��E ��" �ohn 3:1�

                “�e��er �ide�is”        “De O��resso Li�er”

~    ~ ~   ~  ~  ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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CH Henry Alfred McEnery III

h��cener��hot�ail.co�

 
 

�o�e�ber ��, ���� 

Via email to: jim.welsh@la.gov and dnrinfo@la.gov  

�r. �a�es �elsh, �o��issioner of �onser�ation, �ffice of �onser�ation 
�ngineering �i�ision 
�.�. �o� ����� 
�aton �ouge, �� ����� 

Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 
1 Well  

�ear �r. �o��issioner� 
� a� a land owner and �ast resident of �t. �a��an� �arish, and �a� writing �ou to �oin those 
urging the �ffice of �onser�ation to grant the a��lication of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC for the drilling of 
the �ro�osed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish. 

�lease include this letter as �art of the co��ents �ade for �ur�oses of the �ublic record arising fro� 
the notice and co��ent �eriod in connection with the public hearing on November 12, 2014 in 
the captioned matter. 

As a lifelong (63 years) land owner, past resident (28 years), ordained minister by Collins 
Blvd Baptist Church in St Tammany parish, I strongly support the issuance of a drilling 
permit by the Louisiana Office of Conservation (the “LOC) to Helis in Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well for the reasons 
noted below in this letter. 
 
Before I tell you why I support the permit being issued, I want to remind you that last week was 
Veterans’ Day, a day when we honor the brave men and women of this country who have fought 
and sacrificed for us all.  I am a veteran, and served in the Gulf War and twice in Afghanistan 
with U.S. Army Special Forces, and I was attached to the Marine Corps as a counter 
insurgency advisor on my last tour in 2010.  As a lessor, investor, and past employee on 
offshore work over rigs and as a military man, there are more than a few similarities between 
my experience in the oil and gas industry and the military.  A brotherhood develops 
between guys in the field, mostly because you're watching each other’s backs on the job.  There's 
also patriotism in the oilfield, unlike any other industry, probably because of all the vets that work 
with us.  As a vet and a denizen of the oil patch, it's a great honor to know that I've had the 
good fortune of being part of both groups. This current oil play in St Tammany will bring many new 
jobs for our greater NOLA area of which returning vets are in great need!  Returning vets at no 
fault of their own add new burdens to our currently failing job markets.  New petro jobs will certainly
help our AO with this well regulated, safe, and clean industry.  Helis has even set records 
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concerning this. �lease see below for the stats on this �pg ��. 
My �easons for Supporting the Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. �ammany Parish� 
 

�he U.S. Shale �evolution and its Implications for America
A short five years ago, the world’s su��ly of oil was �eaking, and as con�entional gas production 
declined in the United States, it seemed that this country would become dependent on 
costly natural gas imports.  But in the years since, those predictions have proved spectacularly 
wrong.  Global energy production has begun to shift away from traditional suppliers in the 
Middle East, as producers tap unconventional gas and oil resources around the world, from the 
waters of Australia, Bra�il, Africa, and the �editerranean to the oil sands of Alberta.  �he greatest 
revolution, however, has occurred  in the United States, where producers have taken 
advantage of two newly viable technologies to unlock resources once deemed commercially non�
feasible� horizontal drilling, which allows wells to penetrate bands of shale deep underground, and 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which uses the injection of high�pressure fluid to release gas and 
oil from rock formations. The resulting uptick in energy production in the �.S. has been dramatic.  
Between 200� and 2012, U.S. shale gas production rose by over �0 percent each year, and 
its share of total �.S. gas production jumped from � percent to �� percent.  Terminals once 
intended to bring foreign li�uefied natural gas ��NG� to �.S. consumers are being reconfigured 
to export U.S. �NG abroad.  Between ���� and ����, fracking also generated an 1�-fold 
increase in U.S. production of what is known as light tight oil, high-�uality petroleum 
found in shale or sandstone that can be released by fracking.  This boom has succeeded in 
reversing the long decline in �.S. crude oil production, which grew by �0 percent between 200� 
and 201�.  Thanks to these developments, the U.S. is now poised to become an energy 
superpower.  Last year, we s�r�asse� ��ss�a as t�e ��r��’s �ea��n� ener�y �r����er� an� 
by next year, according to projections by the International Energy Agency, it will 
overtake Saudi Arabia as the top producer of crude oil. 

The fracking revolution re�uired more than just favorable geology; it also took financiers with 
a tolerance for risk, a property�rights regime that lets landowners claim underground resources, a 
network of service providers and delivery infrastructure, and an industry structure characteri�ed by 
thousands of entrepreneurs rather than a single national oil company.  Although many 
countries possess the right rock, none, with the e�ception of �anada, boasts an industrial 
environment as favorable as that of the U.S.  The American energy revolution has more than 
commercial implications. It also has wide-reaching geopolitical conse�uences.  �lobal energy 
trade maps are now being redrawn as U.S. imports continue to decline and exporters find 
new markets. As �.S. production increases, it will put downward pressure on global oil and gas 
prices, thereby diminishing the geopolitical leverage that some energy suppliers have 
wielded for decades.  Most energy-producing states that lack diversified economies, such as 
�ussia and the Gulf monarchies, will lose out, whereas energy consumers, such as �hina, 
India, and other Asian states, stand to gain.  The biggest benefits, however, will accrue to the �nited 
States.  �ver since 1��1, when U.S. oil production peaked, energy has been construed as a 
strategic liability for the country, with its ever�growing thirst for reasonably priced fossil fuels 
sometimes necessitating incongruous alliances and complex obligations abroad.  But that 
logic has been upended, and the newly unlocked energy is set to boost the U.S. economy 
and grant Washington newfound leverage around the world.  

�or a more detailed analysis of the dramatic and positive changes the �.S. shale revolution will bring 
to this country are found in a report just released by the U.S, Senate Committee on 
�n��r�n�ent an� ������ ��r�s ent�t�e� ��ett�n� t�e �e��r� �tra���t� �y�ra���� 
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�ra�t�r�n� an� ��er��a’s �ner�y �e����t��n�� which I ask be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision.�

�he �uscaloosa Marine Shale in �ousiana 
The �uscaloosa Marine Shale ��MS� is a sedimentary rock formation that consist of 
organic-rich fine-grained materials �sediments� deposited in a marine environment that 
existed across the Gulf Coast region appro�imately �� million years ago.  The T�S includes the 
�agle �ord Shale being similar in geological age.  The August, ���� Bulletin ��olume �� of the LS��
Basin Research Institute �BRI�, Baton Rouge, indicates a potential reserve of about � billion barrels of 
oil in the T�S.� Its thickness varies from ��� feet in southwestern �ississippi to more than ��� feet 
in the southern part of the �lorida �arishes in southeastern Louisiana�which includes St. Tammany 
�arish�� within an appro�imate depth range of 11,000 feet to the north to more than 1�,000 
feet to the south. It is this resource that Helis is seeking to drill through a drilling permit from your 
office. The current T�S Oil �lay targets unconventional reservoirs that are petroleum source rocks 
where petroleum hydrocarbons �oil and gas� originated in a high pressure and temperature geological 
subsurface environment. Not all of the petroleum hydrocarbons originally generated have migrated 
out of the source rock �T�S� which is now being e�plored for oil and �or li�uid hydrocarbons with 
advanced �hori�ontal� drilling and completion �hydraulic fracturing, called fracking�.�  

�he U.S. ��a�e �e����t��n’s ����ications for St. �ammany 
The highly respected �SU economist Dr. �oren Scott just completed a very significant economic 
report on the huge economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry. His report, entitled ���e �ner�y �e�t�r� �t��� a ��ant ���n���� �n��ne ��r t�e 
����s�ana ���n��y� lists the enormous benefits Louisiana receives from the energy industry, 
including oil and gas production.�� ask that �r. �cott’s be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision. 

�r. �cott’s conclusions are succinctly summed u� by the following �uote he makes in his conclusions 
in the study� 
�It is the engine that makes the difference. �or Louisiana, the presence of the e�traction, 
refining, and pipeline industries have indeed made all the difference. The energy industry, and its 
accompanying multiplier effects, has been a powerful engine for economic growth in 
�ouisiana.� 

�n a nutshell, �r. �cott’s study shows the following very significant economic benefits flowing 
from �ouisiana’s energy industry to the citi�ens and go�ernments of this state�
�ouisiana is the nation�s number two producer of crude oil and the number two 
producer of natural gas among the �0 states. 
Louisiana ranks number two among the states in petroleum refining capacity.                 
Through both direct and multiplier effects �ouisiana’s energy industry supported ���.� billion in sales in
Louisiana firms, generated over �20.� billion in household earnings for Louisianans, and 
supported 2��,00� jobs in the state in 2011.  

                                                           

 
2 See http://www.lgs.lsu.edu/deploy/uploads/Tuscaloosa%20Marine%20Shale.pdf 
3 See Louisiana Department of Natural Resources webpage at 
:http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=909 
4 See http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 
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The �20.� billion in earnings represented 11.6 �  of total earnings in �ouisiana. �ersonal 
income in not a single parish in Louisiana reaches this level.  On average the job multiplier for the 
petroleum industry in Louisiana was 4.4� that is, for every job created in these sectors �.4 additional 
jobs are created in other sectors in the state.  �ouisiana’s energy industry directly paid nearly 
�1.� billion in state taxes and fees in ����, or about ��.� � of total state ta�es, licenses, and 
fees collected.  Through the ���.� billion in household earnings generated by �ouisiana’s energy 
industry, state government indirectly was able to collect an additional �1,4��,000,000 in taxes, 
for a total boost to the state treasury of �2.� billion.  A very conservative estimate is that 
����s�ana’s ener�y �n��stry ��re�t�y paid �410 million in ad valorem taxes to local 
governments in the state in �������a ��.��  increase over 200�. In ��of the state's �� parishes, 
these ad valorem ta�es e�ceeded �� million. In �� parishes the number e�ceeded �� million.  

It is important to note that that the Northshore �usiness Council�� representing 60 businesses
and thousands of employees in  the Northshore region strongly su��orts �elis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. �ammany Chamber of Commerce, which 
represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which also strongly su��orts �elis’ 
plans.  It is also important to note that all of the following regional business groups representing 
hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly s����rt �e��s’ �r����n� �ermit and 
plans�

Business �ouncil of New Orleans and the River Region 
�reater New Orleans, Inc. 
Hammond Area �conomic and Industrial �evelopment �istrict 
�efferson Business �ouncil 
�efferson �hamber of �ommerce 
�efferson �arish �conomic �evelopment �ommission 
New Orleans �hamber of �ommerce 
�la�uemines Association of Business and Industry 
River Region �hamber of �ommerce 
St. Bernard �hamber of �ommerce 
St. Tammany �conomic �evelopment �oundation 
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
Southeast Regional �oalition of Business �ouncils 
Tangipahoa �conomic �evelopment �oundation 
�ashington �conomic �evelopment �oundation�

Once �elis is granted the drilling permit, I am confident that similar benefits will come to the 
people and government of St. �ammany Parish. 
 

�e��s’ �utstanding Safety and Ecology �rack �ecord 
In the past, �e��s’ �as �r���e� �any �e��s s����ar t� t�e �ne �t �r���ses t� �r���, and these 
types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  Helis has an outstanding 
record of more than �0 years of safe and efficient operations and e�tensive operations on 
private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and in �ouisiana waters.  Also, Helis  
has years of e�perience drilling in sensitive environments, such as wildlife and always has the 
highest regard for its surroundings.  �ell in advance of being re�uired to do so for its offshore 
                                                           
5 http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-
support-of-energy-industry/ 
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operations, Helis voluntarily implemented the now mandatory Safety and Environmental 
Management System �called ������� for all of its operations�offshore and onshore.  �hat 
���� means for �elis’ �t. �ammany well is this�  
Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion operations�Every 
employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and given full safety briefings,
and every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he or she deems it 
unsafe.

�elis has received the following � commendations for its e�cellent track record in drilling safe and 
environmentally secure wells�
��� Federal offshore regulators have nominated Helis for the �at��na� ������ ��ar� for its 
safety and environmental performance record.   
��� The �ouisiana Department of Environmental �uality commended �elis’ work for its work 
remediating and restoring Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, recogni�ing that 
Helis �went above and beyond� in its efforts.  
��� �he US Coast Guard has commended �elis for its environmental protection efforts.   
Helis also has received n��er��s ann�a� sa�ety a�ar�s �r�� t�e ����s�ana ��r�ers’ 
Compensation Corporation.� 
 

���e�t��ns t� �e��s’ �er��t are Unfounded 
�he objections to granting �elis’ �ermit a��lication �ertain to surface activities and to subsurface 
effects that are feared to arise.  The legal issues �principally related to �oning� are relatively simple 
and easily disposed of, as follows� 
Road use and noise from drilling e�uipment and operations does not differ in kind or magnitude 
from any other construction activity in a community.  Such activity is temporary in nature
and has been mitigated by company measures as well as by e�isting rules and regulations of the 
Office of �onservation.  It is unfair and unjust to �eny a �ers�n’s �a���� �se �� ��s �r �er 
property or prohibit a valuable business activity simply because of annoyance or 
inconvenience to some persons in a community.  It would be a terrible precedent to allow a 
vocal minority to deny me a lawful and safe use of my own property.

Fracturing of petroleum wells goes back to 1�6�when use was first made of the �oberts 
�orpedo, which was widely employed in the early days of the industry.  �ommercial hydraulic 
fracturing of oil wells dates from 1�4�, and hundreds of thousands of oil and gas wells 
have been safely operated with this process being employed. Countless wells that are 
horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured have been completed in shale formations in 
northwest and southeast Louisiana, Arkansas, �olorado, Te�as, North �akota, �ennsylvania, �est 
�irginia, Ohio and other states.  These wells have dramatically expanded domestic production
of oil and natural gas, diminished the reliance on foreign sources of supply and enhanced 
American security.  They have provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and ha�e aided our state’s
economy and the go�ernment’s revenues from bonuses, royalties and severance tax.  �ritics 
can point to no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or water supplies 
in �ouisiana or any other state. 

                                                           

6 See http://www.helisenergyproject.com/  and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LP_sbr8cqJk 
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�oncerning the law of �ouisiana on local authority to regulate drilling, in the highly regarded 
publication� ������n� and Unitization �reat�se�� �r��ess�rs �atr��� �art�n an� �r��e 
�ramer survey all producing states on this �uestion of preemption and conclude� ��� a�� �� t�e 
states, �ouisiana is the one with the clearest and most wide-ranging preemption of sub-
state unit regulation �� ��� an� �as ��erat��ns��  B. �ramer � �. �artin, �ooling and 
�niti�ation, ��.������b��vi�.  
�ouisiana law clearly provides as follows� 
The issuance of a permit by the commissioner of conservation shall be sufficient authorization
to the holder of the permit to enter upon the property covered by the permit and to drill in search 
of minerals thereon.  No other agency or political subdivision of the state shall have the authority 
and they are hereby expressly forbidden to prohibit or in any way interfere with the 
drilling of a well or test well in search of minerals by the holder of such a permit. La. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. � ��������. ��mphasis added.� 
�oreover, the courts have made it abundantly clear that this statute is to be followed to the 
exclusion of regulation by local government, Energy Management Corp. v. City of 
Shreveport, ��� �.�d ��� ��th �ir. ������ ��� �.�d ��� ��th �ir. �����. The State of �ouisiana
has wisely entrusted a central agency of the state for the protection of the public interest.  
That office, the �ouisiana �ffice of Conservation, has an exemplary record of safeguarding 
the public while overseeing the orderly development of oil and gas in �ouisiana. It would be 
e�traordinarily harmful to the state to relin�uish that role in favor of partisan local interests or 
give in to unfounded fears that a safe, proven technology might have negative conse�uences.  It 
would also deny to owners of oil and gas rights, such as �elis’ lessors and hundreds and  
thousands of other �ouisianans, the right to enjoy the mineral rights they own in their 
own lands. 

�elis Will Drill and Produce its Well in an Environmentally Safe Way 
�bjections to �elis’ a��lication based on water �ollution are also utterly unfounded for the following 
reasons�  
Helis will also employ an extra string of casing so that the a�uifer will be protected by three 
concentric strings of casing � one more than the re�uired two strings of casing�along with three 
layers of cement.  �or the many other environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in 
connection with its proposed well, please see http���www.helisenergyproject.com� and  
https���www.youtube.com�watch�v��P�sbr�c��k    

�e��s’ �e�� will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately 12,000 feet.  As the Southern �ills A�uifer 
extends only to �,000 feet, �elis’ well will be �,000 feet below the a�uifer, providing a 
significant safeguard to the a�uifer. Thousands of wells have been drilled through this a�uifer in 
Louisiana and �ississippi.  In fact, fracking projects through this same a�uifer are already taking 
place in neighboring �angipahoa Parish.  There are literally thousands of fracked wells in 
�ouisiana�about  two thousand seven hundred ��,���� in the Haynesville Shale area in North 
Louisiana and some thirty�five ���� in Tangipahoa �arish and  other areas near to St. Tammany.  See 
http���videos.loga.la�home.  According to the Louisiana �ommissioner of �onservation and local 
officials in those areas, there are no air, water �uality or health problems reported from any 
fracked well in �ouisiana.  If the issue is protecting the a�uifers, then it is just too late, as we 
are completely surrounded by hundreds of fracked wells�  �nd so� where is the pollution� 

Several peer-reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water a�uifers.  See, for e�ample, the report in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences at http���www.nytimes.com�2014�0��16�science�study-points-to-
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well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.  In some areas outside of Louisiana 
there are very rare occurrences where hydrocarbon contamination of said a�uifers can 
occur if the shallow casing of an oil or gas well is not properly cemented.  In areas where methane 
contamination of fresh water a�uifers can be linked to oil and gas operations, naturally occurring 
shallow methane accumulations exist in close proximity to the fresh water a�uifers.
There are no shallow methane accumulations in St �ammany Parish, as evidenced by 
electric logs run in wells previously drilled in St Tammany and by the fact that no methane 
gas is found naturally in St �ammany well water. However, thousands of potable water 
wells out west and around the world and many sacred pristine springs �a flame rises up in the 
middle of the bubbling spring� have gas from low lying pockets of gas in the a�uifers!  Also, let’s not 
forget the vulcanization of a�uifers under volcanic high pressure toxic steam that pump tens 
of thousands of some of the most poisonous chemicals into those very fresh water sources �ie. 
�ellow �tone’s �ld �aithful among others is one, and if that giant caldera ever blows, it will more 
than prove �lobal �arming to be the ridiculous joke that it is!�.  If you stand near and downwind to 
these no�ious chemical clouds, you die, and we have these volcanic eruptions often every year
with the one in Iceland in 200�, pumping more pollution into the ground and upper atmosphere 
than all of the pollution produced by the human race over the past �00 years� Every year 
every just one of these volcanic eruption produces more pollution than all of the cars and factories 
do over the same entire year.  �ou know, ��t�er �at�re’s �ay�  �ut not to worry, as Mother 
Nature has re�ar�a��e �ays �� se�� �ea��n��  ��e’s �een at ��r a �ery ��n� t��e n��� 

A study by the University of Colorado at �oulder published recently in the respected journal 
Analytical Chemistry of components found in fracking fluid injected into shale to release oil and 
gas contains chemicals found in substances most people ingest all the time, including ice 
cream, laxatives and toothpaste.  Though the fluid is mostly water and sand, many critics of 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, say chemicals added to the fluid contaminate groundwater.  The 
new study suggests that additives found in one component, surfactants �soap�, which breaks 
surface tension to allow oil to be e�tracted, are no more to�ic than other common household items 
like bleach.  �niversity researchers collected samples from fracking fluid surfactants in five states �
�olorado, Louisiana, Nevada, �ennsylvania and Te�as.  Other chemicals used are commonly found in 
hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, cosmetics and household cleaners.�

The potential for the casing to leak has been put forward as a concern for potential oil 
contamination of the Southern Hills A�uifer. Here, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills 
A�uifer by three concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is e�tremely unlikely 
that the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other.  �orrosion issues, if they were 
e�er to occur, would ha��en many years after �elis’ well is �laced on �roduction.  By that time, the 
pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the Southern Hills A�uifer� 
therefore, if communication between the productive tubing and the a�uifer occurred, water would 
flow into the tubing and no oil could flow into the Southern �ills A�uifer.   

Earth�uakes caused by fracking operations have been brought up. There is no evidence that 
fracking operations have caused earth�uakes that a person could feel. �hile this may have 
                                                           

7 See http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k and also  see http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-

mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream/ 
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occurred near a few waste water disposal wells, Helis has stated that wastewater from the operation 
of its well will not be disposed of in St Tammany.  And, even if it were, the geology in most of 
�ouisiana and St �ammany Parish is different from the geology in the areas where the 
few earth�uakes have occurred, as those that have taken place have occurred in hard rock 
country where injected fluids lubricated a fault plane and released some stress �stored energy� along 
the fault. No stored energy exists along fault planes in shallow �ertiary sediments in 
�ouisiana underlying the well site because the unconsolidated sediments slowly deform when 
any stress is placed on them. 

�uch has been made by o��onents of �elis’ well about the Southern �ills A�uifer being the sole 
source of drinking water in St Tammany �arish, and therefore no oil and gas activities should be 
allowed that could possibly harm it.  This argument has two major problems� first, the Southern �ill 
A�uifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes.  This water source has and will continue to 
provide fresh water for thousands of people while at the same time over 1,000 oil and gas wells 
have been drilled through it over the past �0 years, with no resulting contamination; 
secondly, the Southern Hills A�uifer may not a sole source of fresh water because it is actually a sub�
surface fresh water �one made up of 10-1� separate fresh water sands. These sands are 
separated by impermeable shales and are therefore isolated from each other. This fact 
makes it all but impossible for a subsurface incident from an oil and gas operation to 
damage the Southern �ills fresh water zone as a whole.  �racking is also not new to this area 
of Louisiana.  �ajor fracking operations are safely taking place less than 40 miles away through 
the same a�uifer in neighboring �angipahoa Parish without any incident at all.  �racking 
operations will begin soon in �ashington �arish just to the north of St. Tammany �arish. 

I am �uite familiar and have been familiar for over two years with �elis �il � Gas, ��C and with 
the owners of the proposed site.  In fact, I have known and been friends with the Poitevents for 
over �� years.  I know both to be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to 
threaten or harm the environment.  In fact the Poitevent family were early �uguenot  
settlers arriving in St Tammany �arish in a covered wagon some 200 years ago.  

�or all of the many solid reasons set forth in this letter and as the �ible tells us that God will 
bless us with oil riches out of the ground ���hen I washed my steps with butter, and the rock 
poured me out rivers of oil�� �ob 2��6 and ��acob� �e made him ride on the high �laces of the 
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields� and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, 
and oil out of the flinty rock�� �euteronomy �������, sweet crude out of � M Shale��, I 
str�n��y �r�e t�e �����e �� ��nser�at��n t� �rant �e��s’ �er��t a�����at��n as �elis’ well is 
in the public interest, and it will benefit the State of �ouisiana and the citi�ens and government 
of St. Tammany �arish.  It will not harm the air, the water, or �uality of living of St. Tammany �arish.  
Take a look at New Iberia, �A surrounded by oil wells for decades.  It was just voted the best 
overall place for �uality of living in America�   
To repeat, this landowner strongly supports the ���’s issuance of the drilling permit to Helis per its 
application in Engineering Docket No. 14-626, and respectfully submits that it be forthwith for 
the  detailed reasons noted in this letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of the 
matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 

Thanks and �od bless, 
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C� �enry Alfred McEnery III  
�AM� Ministries Inc   www.lambnola.com    Isaiah 40��1 ��with wings as eagles��

���� Laurel St, New Orleans, LA, �����, �SA, ������������ � ������������ �ell 
hymcenery�hotmail.com    libbamcenery�yahoo.com    
���ce�t ye� become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of hea�en.� 
Matthew 1���     ��indness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear.� 
Mark �wain      ��or God so ���ED the world, that �e GA�E His only 
begotten S�N, that �HOSO���R �E�IE�E�� in Him shall NOT ��RISH, but 
have E�E��AS�ING �IFE !!��ohn ��16

        �Semper Fidelis�        �De �ppresso �iber�

~    ~ ~   ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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From: Julie Poitevent [jpoitevent@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 9:04 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: FW: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC--Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, 
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804   
 
Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well  
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner:   
 
I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany. 
 
 
Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 
 
My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.  
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Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 
 
Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergyproject.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cqJk. 
 
One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the �arish. What SE� S 
means for Helis’ St. �ammany well is this�   
 
i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion 
operations. 
ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and 
given full safety briefings, and    
iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he 
or she deems it unsafe. 
 
As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
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traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.  
 
Fr�c��n������S��e��n�����ect��e��n��� ����� ot�� �rm�t�e�Sout�ern�� �������u��er 
 
I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  
 
Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany. 
 
I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 
 
Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet.  As the 
Southern Hills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis’ well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
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fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.    
 
In addition, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three 
concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that 
the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, 
if they were ever to occur� would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on 
production. By that time, the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than 
the pressure in the Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between 
the productive tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing 
and no oil could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    
 
As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k 
and   http:��www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�. 
 
T�e���t��en��o���ou����n���n��St��T�mm�n����r����� �����ene��t��conom�c��������
Helis’ S�ccess 
 
Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses� royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist �r. Loren Scott� entitled “�he Energy Sector� Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
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content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the issuance 
of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, 
which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which also strongly 
supports Helis’ plans. Significantly� the Northshore �usiness Council’s 
endorsement of Helis was joined by all of the following regional business groups, 
which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly support 
Helis’ drilling permit and plans� 

 
� Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
� Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
� Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
� Jefferson Business Council 
� Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
� Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
� New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
� Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
� River Region Chamber of Commerce 
� St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
� St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
� St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
� Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
� Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
� Washington Economic Development Foundation[1] 

  
For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http:��gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry� 
 
As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
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weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Julia B. Poitevent  
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen of the State of Louisiana and 
wish to see uniformity in the application of the issuance of drilling permits. 

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
fro�  the �ouisiana � or�ers� �o� �ensation �or�oration� 

� elis� has also drilled � any wells si� ilar to the one it �ro�oses to drill in the �ast� 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than �� years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

� elis� drilling and fra��ing will be done in stri�t a��ordan�e with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http���www.helisenergypro�ect.com� and  https���www.youtube.com�watch�
v�LP�sbr�cq�k. 

� ne significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anage� ent Syste�  ��alled “SE� S”� for its o�erations in the �arish� � hat SE� S 
� eans for � elis� St� �a� � any well is this�  

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and   

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
�hat means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra � ile” to show its res�e�t for the �eo�le and resour�es of St� 
�ammany Parish. 

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ S�ccess 

�racking  has provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
�ouisiana�s e�ono� y and its re�enues by way of bonuses� royalties and se�eran�e 
tax. �or evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott� entitled “�he Energy Se�tor� Still a � iant E�ono� i� 
Engine for the �ouisiana E�ono� y”� � is re�ort dra� ati�ally shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http���www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
content�uploads�2�14����Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. �ammany 
Parish. 
  
� also �annot ignore the re�ent strong endorse� ent of � elis� well by the 
Northshore �usiness Council-- representing 6� businesses and thousands of 
e� �loyees in the Northshore region strongly su��orts � elis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. �ammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,��� members and their ��,��� employees, which 
also strongly supports � elis� �lans�Significantly, the Northshore �usiness 
�oun�il�s endorse� ent of � elis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also 
sternly su��ort � elis� drilling �er� it and �lans� 

•       �������� ������� �� ��� ������� ��� ��� ����� ������ 

•       ������� ��� �������� ���� 
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•       ��� � ��� ���� ������ �� ��� ���������� �������� ��� 
�������� 

•       ��������� �������� ������� 

•       ��������� ���� ��� �� ��� � ���� 

•       ��������� ������ ������ �� �������� ��� ��� � ������ 

•       ��� ������� ���� ��� �� ��� � ���� 

•       ������� ���� ����������� �� �������� ��� �������� 

•       ����� ������ ���� ��� �� ��� � ���� 

•       ��� ������� ���� ��� �� ��� � ���� 

•       ��� ��� � ��� ������ �� �������� ��� ���������� 

•       ��� ��� � ��� ��� ��������� ����������� 

•       ��������� �������� ��������� �� �������� �������� 

•       ���������� ������ �� �������� ��� ���������� 

•       � ��������� ������ �� �������� ��� ������������� 

  
�or the full text of the announcement, please 
see http���gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry� 

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. �ammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. �ammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
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higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. �ammany Parish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

�espectfully Submitted, 

������ ���� ���������� 
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Jan P. Jumonville 
  Attorney at Law & Notary 
  24 Magnolia Gardens Drive 
Covington, Louisiana 70435 
    Email: jpjumonvilleatty@bellsouth.net 
           Office/Fax (985) 892-8191 
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Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
I represent P&F Lumber Company (2000), L.L.C., PF Monroe, L.L.C. and Markle 
Interests, L.L.C. (collectively, the "Landowners"). Together, the Landowners own 
nearly 2/3rds of the undivided interest in the lands leased to Helis Oil & Gas 
("Helis") in Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East, St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana,  for which Helis has applied to the  Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC")  for a drilling permit as noted in the captioned Engineering 
Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  
 
The Landowners strongly support the LOC’s  issuance of the dr i l l ing permit 
to Hel is  per its  appl icat ion in Engineering Docket No.  14 -626 and 
respectfully submit that it be issued forthwith for the detailed reasons 
noted in the attached letter which they hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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Catherine and Lawrence J. Casey 
77104 Highway 1082 
Covington, LA 70435 
 
 
November 18, 2014 
 
 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P O Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket 14-626 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We reside in Covington, Louisiana, Saint Tammany Parish.  We are writing to demand that you 
deny Helis Oil application to drill a hydraulic fracturing well in Saint Tammany Parish.  The facts 
justify our requests: 
 

Saint Tammany Parish zoning laws prohibit such activities. 
Saint Tammany Parish pine forests have significant economic value and result in an air quality 
superior to that of surrounding areas. 
The Southern Hills Aquifer is a sole source aquifer. 
Oil, gas and toxic liquids CAN migrate upward to the aquifer and the surface, contrary to some 
so-called expert testimony.  The fact that natural seeps occur demonstrates this. 
The process of fracking has been scientifically linked to earthquakes. 
Fracking disposal wells have been directly linked to earthquakes. 
Caddo Parish Louisiana - fracking accidents in 2009-2010 polluted the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer, 
forced the evacuation of over 135 residences, and killed 17 cattle. 
The current fracking process which includes high volume pumping, directional drilling, 
multiple wells on one pad, and hazardous chemicals added to water was only begun in the 
first decade of the twenty-first century, and not +60 years ago, as some so-called experts have 
publicly stated.  It is still evolving and cannot be made FAILSAFE. 
The states of Colorado, Kansas, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Wyoming have all 
concluded that earthquakes and fracking are related.  Some studies are complete and 
demonstrate the positive correlation, while other studies are in process. 
Multiple public periodicals and news organizations have concluded earthquakes and fracking 
are directly related:  Seismological Research Letters, National Geographic, Science, and 
Bloomberg News, to name a few. 
The U.S. Geological Survey concludes, "… that there are good examples where it is clear that if 
you turn off a fracking well, the earthquakes stop…it is a strong correlation."  
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Why is LDNR not conducting studies on fracking�  Why would LDNR disregard the 
scientific�factual conclusions about fracking and earthquakes, and even consider granting 
fracking permits at this time�    

LDNR�s mission reads: 

The mission of the � epartment of Natural �esources is to ensure and promote sustainable and 
responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are available for the en�oyment and 
benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 

As Louisiana citi�ens, we expect LDNR to fulfill its� mission by recogni�ing our right to determine 
that fracking can harm our forests, water, air, and soil.  That means fracking can harm us� 

We believe it is important in considering our written request, that it be noted one of us has 
worked in the oil and gas industry for thirty years and is familiar with drilling, production, 
air�water�waste issues, ha�ardous materials transportation, pipelines, emergency plans, 
accident reporting, etc.  Thus, we are informed and knowingly request denial of Helis Oil�s 
permit application. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Catherine Casey        Lawrence J Casey III 
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Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Please submit the attached letter to the Office of Conservation, Engineering 
Division, for consideration at their meeting of Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads 
Poitevant et al No. 1 well hearing. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Colonel Thomas Nowak, USAF Retired, and Phyllis Nowak 
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Colonel Thomas Nowak and Ms. Phyllis Nowak 
2106 Olvey Drive 

Mandeville, LA 70448 

November 18, 2014 

Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

REF:   Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 

Dear Reviewing Committee: 

We are writing to you in reference to the aforementioned docket number in order to express 
that both of us are 100% against the issuance of a permit to allow hydraulic fracturing (a.k.a. 
“fracking”) in St. Tammany Parish.  We live about three miles from the proposed test well and 
are residents in St. Tammany in our home of 21 years.  Thomas is a retired career Air Force 
officer who served 23 years of active duty in service to our country and who then taught in 
public schools as an Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps instructor for an additional 
21 years, thus having worn his U.S. Air Force uniform for a total of 44 years.   Phyllis is a retired 
non-profit organization administrator who worked with the Youth Service Bureau of St. 
Tammany for sixteen years to provide assistance for at-risk children, youth and their families.  
We are actively engaged as volunteers in work toward the betterment of our community. 

We purchased our home 21 years ago after Thomas’ retirement from the Air Force and our 
home is now paid in full.  Within the first few years of our living here, we decided to make St. 
Tammany our permanent home (we are native Texans) due to St. Tammany’s beauty, high 
quality of life, and abundance of lush vegetation and wildlife.  We are avid gardeners and 
fishermen and enjoy our pleasant, peaceful life in St. Tammany.   

As a result of Helis Oil’s April 2014 announcement of its intent to apply for a permit to do oil 
and gas exploration in our area, we began to search for information about other American 
communities that have experienced the impact and effects of fracking.  The results of our 
research are disturbing.  As you are probably aware, several U.S. communities, as well as other 
countries (France and Germany), have passed laws to prevent fracking due to concern for their 
environment and water supply.  We love our home and the community of St. Tammany Parish 
and we believe than any amount of oil or gas that might be extracted from beneath our aquifer 
would come at too high a price for our community –  including pollution of our sole pure water 
source, a compromise of our geographical stability,  a huge increase in vehicular traffic on 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



� ighway 1088 and �nterstate � ighway 12, and greatly increased noise and air pollution of the 
area.  The fine quality of life in St. Tammany would be severely damaged should the drilling be 
implemented.  Loss of property values for those of us living within a ten mile radius from the 
drilling site would be assured according to research reported by three different St. Tammany 
Parish realtors. area’s   Consequently, we are compelled to request that you deny Helis Oil’s 
permit for fracking so that our beautiful corner of the world will be preserved in its pristine 
condition for us, our children, grandchildren and other future citizens of St. Tammany. 

Most Sincerely, 

 

Colonel Thomas Nowak                                                                  Phyllis Nowak 

U.S.A.F, Retired 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation  

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

As a resident of Jefferson Parish, I want to offer my thoughts on the application of 
Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC") to Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � orkers� Compensation Corporation.  

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

Helis� drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cqJk. 

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis� St. �ammany well is this�   

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and    

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
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�hat means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
�ammany Parish.  

�������� ��  ���� ��� ��������� ��� � ��� � �� � ���  ��� �������� � ���� ������� 

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
�angipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. �ammany. 

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St �ammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
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Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately 1����� feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production. �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. �he study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k 
and   http:��www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�. 

��� �������� �� ��������� ��� ��� ��� � ��� ������ � ��� ������� ������ ������ �� 
Helis’ S�ccess 

�racking  has provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana�s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses� royalties and severance 
tax. �or evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “�he Energy Sector� Still a Giant Economic 
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Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. �ammany 
Parish. 
 
� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. �ammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis� plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council�s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also 
sternly support Helis� drilling permit and plans� 

� Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
� Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
� Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
� Jefferson Business Council 
� Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
� Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
� New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
� Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
� River Region Chamber of Commerce 
� St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
� St. �ammany Economic Development �oundation 
� St. �ammany Homebuilders Association 
� Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
� �angipahoa Economic Development �oundation 
� Washington Economic Development �oundation�1� 
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�or the full text of the announcement, please see 
http:��gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry� 

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. �ammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. �ammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. �ammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Stacey �immer  Martinez 

4�25 Cousins Boulevard 

Marrero, Louisiana  70072
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From: Brin Veenhof [brinveenhof@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:23 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject:  
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��o� : Kristen Stanley [kristenstanley@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:27 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Ban Fracking Please 

Mr. Welsh, 
Please ban fracking in St. Tammany Parish. We cannot risk our sole aquifer being contaminated 
with toxic fracking chemicals. Hydraulic Fracturing to date has lead to contaminated water 
supplies, poisoned environments and toxic air quality for workers and surrounding people due 
to silicosis. Osha just released a Hazard alert about silicosis and how the workers are in 
danger.  The wetlands will be destroyed in the area, the amount of water needed to frack will 
not be good for us. There are "fraccidents" documented all across the United States and those 
are the one's that are documented, there are many that are not reported. Our parish can't 
drink money and it is not worth it.  
The citizens are counting on you to do the right thing and not just stop Helis Oil but to ban 
fracking from our parish. Please do the right thing and deny Helis the permit to frack our parish 
and anyone else who wants to.  
My mother and I attended the public hearing and we hope that you ban fracking for the citizens 
here and the future generations. 
Sincerely, 
Kristen Stanley LMT #4288 
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Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, 
The attached document is my comment for the public record relating to the Helis permit application for 
drilling/fracking in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
John Dale “Zach” Lea, Ph.D. 
Agricultural Economist 
826 Old Landing Rd 
Covington, LA 70433 
Phone 985-871-9407 
Email jdzlea@hotmail.com 
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Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Please confirm that this email and attachments will be entered into the public record as a comment on 
the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. Tammany Parish, (Engineering 
Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well.) 
 
I am requesting that the Department of Natural Resources not issue this permit because the drilling is a 
test to determine the feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” to extract oil and/or gas from 
St. Tammany Parish and I am opposed to the use of fracking in St. Tammany Parish because:  

Fracking in St. Tammany Parish would violate my property rights as expressed in the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article 1, Section 4.b. where the Constitution states: “

 
Fracking would violate my rights to a healthy natural environment as guaranteed by Article IX, 
Section 1 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, to wit: “

Please consider: 
1. That the operational definition of fracking should include all activities associated with the 

process and not simply the hydraulic fracturing process taking place thousands of feet 
underground. Fracking should include the vertical well and well casing, any drilling activity at 
ground level, any transfer, holding, and disposal of fracking chemicals and waste fracking water, 
any emission of gases, truck traffic, noise, increased policing costs, etc.  

2. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 
fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 6 of the 
Louisiana State Constitution which states:  “

”  
3. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 

fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 17 of 
the Louisiana State Constitution which states, in part: “

   
4. That there is a possibility of harming my health is evidenced by court cases in which companies 

implementing fracking (fracking companies) have paid compensation to individuals claiming to 
have experienced sickness due to fracking activities in their neighborhood. See for example: 

"By 2009, I was 
having a multitude of problems," Lisa Parr told CNN. "My central nervous system was messed 
up. I couldn't hear, and my vision was messed up. My entire body would shake inside. I was 
vomiting white foam in the mornings." 

5. That there is a possibility of harming human and animal health is evidenced by the refereed 
journal article: IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH. This study 
involved interviews with animal owners who live near gas drilling operations. The findings 
illustrate which aspects of the drilling process may lead to health problems and suggest 
modifications that would lessen but not eliminate impacts. Complete evidence regarding health 
impacts of gas drilling cannot be obtained due to incomplete testing and disclosure of chemicals, 
and nondisclosure agreements. Without rigorous scientific studies, the gas drilling boom 
sweeping the world will remain an uncontrolled health experiment on an enormous scale. See: 
http://www.psehealthyenergy.org/data/Bamberger_Oswald_NS22_in_press.pdf  
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6. That there is a possibility that animal health may be harmed by fracking is evidenced by the 
�e�o�t that “An unidentified substance that apparently flowed from a natural gas drilling site 
into a pasture is being eyed as a potential cause of the deaths of 19 head of cattle Tuesday 
evening, according to the Louisiana Department of Environmental � uality.” See  
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20090429/NEWS01/90429036�/1002/NEWS� referrer
�NEWSFRONTCAROUSEL  

7. That there is a possibility of a change in property values associated with fracking is evidenced by 
Act 369 (HB 494) of the 2013 Louisiana Legislature, which revised the La. Residential Disclosure 
Form to re�uire a statement of acknowledgment on the following: “Whether or not the 
purchasing property is within two thousand six hundred forty feet of a solution mining injection 
well.” �his i� ��ies that an� Permit Application for fracking should contain a plan for 
compensating any loss in property values as guaranteed by Article 1 of the State Constitution. 

�. That there is a possibility of a fracking accident occurring that could spill harmful fluids or emit 
harmful gases into the environment is evidenced by the expert testimony of Professor Tony 
Ingraffea, Professor of Engineering at Cornel University who has said that “�he�e is one se�ious 
en�i�on� enta� acci�ent �o� e�e�� ��� we��s�” 

9. That fracking can have a negative impact on the �uality of groundwater has been suggested by 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A 2011 EPA study linked fracking to groundwater 
contamination for the first time. Residents were advised not to drink from their wells due to 
detected hydrocarbons. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011�12�
0�/epa�fracking�pollution/51745004/1  

10. That injection of fracking waste water can inadvertently result in contamination of potable 
water a�uifers is evidenced by the report entitled: Billions of Gallons of Oil Industry Wastewater 
Illegally Injected Into Central California A�uifers Tests Find Elevated Arsenic, Thallium Levels in 
Nearby Water Wells. See:  
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2014/fracking�10�06�2014.html  

11. That fracking can contaminate soil and groundwater is evidenced by a report from Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection. See news article entitled:  State: Fracking waste 
tainted groundwater, soil at three Washington County sites. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011�12�
0�/epa�fracking�pollution/51745004/1  

12. That the ��� we��a�e � cto�e� �� ���� states: “��thou�h the nationa� stu�� shou�� enhance ou� 
scientific knowledge, some concerns associated with overall natural gas and shale gas 
extraction, including hydraulic fracturing, are already well known. These operations can result in 
a number of potential impacts to the environment, including: 

Stress on surface water and ground water supplies from the withdrawal of large volumes of 
water used in drilling and hydraulic fracturing� 
Contamination of underground sources of drinking water and surface waters resulting from 
spills, faulty well construction, or by other means� 
Adverse impacts from discharges into surface waters or from disposal into underground 
injection wells� and 
Air pollution resulting from the release of volatile organic compounds, hazardous air 
pollutants, and greenhouse gases. 

Because natural gas development is increasing rapidly in many regions, prudent steps to reduce 
these impacts are essential now even as further research to understand potential risks continues.” 
See: http://www2.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing�improving.  
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13. That fracking may have an adverse impact on drinking water is evidenced by New �ork having 
banned fracking in the watershed from which it draws its drinking water. See: 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/09/us/new�york�fracking/  

14. That fracking waste water may be dangerous is evidenced by the following:  
“� the � ew �e�se� �sse� ��� Environment and Solid Waste Storage Committee recently 
approved a measure banning the treatment, disposal or storage of fracking waste water in 
the state�” See: �oning and Planning Law Report, Vol. 35, No. 2.  
Massachusetts and Vermont have banned or are attempting to ban fracking and wastewater 
disposal. In 2012, Vermont became the first state to ban hydraulic fracturing and the 
collection, storage, or treatment of the wastewater it generates (Vt. Stat. tit. 29, � 571). The 
Massachusetts legislature is currently considering a bill approved by the Environment 
Committee that would place a 10�year ban on fracking and the collection, storage, 
treatment, and disposal of waste from operations in the state (Bill H.3796). See: 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013�R�0469.htm   
“Although the state �of New �ork� permits road spreading of production brine, many local 
county and municipal governments have banned fracking and the disposal of fracking waste, 
including road spreading. These bans, however, have been challenged in court, according to 
the New �ork Times. Lower courts have sided with local governments, but the Court of 
Appeals heard arguments in August 2013 to overturn the bans with a decision expected in 
2014.” See: http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013�R�0469.htm 

15. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
following study: Colborn T, Schultz �, Herrick L, and �wiatkowski C. 2014. An exploratory study 
of air �uality near natural gas operations. Hum Ecol Risk Assess 20(1):�6�105. Here is an abstract 
of the study.  

This exploratory study was designed to assess air �uality in a rural western Colorado area 
where residences and gas wells co�exist. Sampling was conducted before, during, and after 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing of a new natural gas well pad. Weekly air sampling for 1 year 
revealed that the number of non�methane hydrocarbons (NMHCs) and their concentrations 
were highest during the initial drilling phase and did not increase during hydraulic fracturing 
in this closed�loop system. Methylene chloride, a toxic solvent not reported in products 
used in drilling or hydraulic fracturing, was detected 73�  of the time� several times in high 
concentrations. A literature search of the health effects of the NMHCs revealed that many 
had multiple health effects, including 30 that affect the endocrine system, which is 
susceptible to chemical impacts at very low concentrations, far less than government safety 
standards. Selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were at concentrations greater 
than those at which prenatally exposed children in urban studies had lower developmental 
and I�  scores. The human and environmental health impacts of the NMHCs, which are 
ozone precursors, should be examined further given that the natural gas industry is now 
operating in close proximity to human residences and public lands. See: 
http://endocrinedisruption.org/chemicals�in�natural�gas�operations/air�pollution. 

16. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
statements made by Dr. �erome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter�
from�dr�jerome�a�paulson�to�the�pennsylvania�department�of�environmental�protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

“Air pollution occurs during every stage of UGE �unconventional natural gas extraction�.  In 
an analysis of all chemicals used in UGE processes, 37�  were found to be volatile and 
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therefore able to aerosolize. Of these volatile chemicals, �1�  were found to have adverse 
effects on the brain and central ne��ous s�ste� �” 

17. That water pollutions associated with fracking can pose health is evidenced by the statements 
made by Dr. �erome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter�
from�dr�jerome�a�paulson�to�the�pennsylvania�department�of�environmental�protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

 “Water pollution has been documented in association with UGE. While this research 
focuses on contamination with methane, it is reasonable to think that components of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids and normally occurring underground toxic substances travel with 
the methane.  Data collected by the Minority Staff of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the US House of Representatives in 2011, based on data submitted by the 14 
leading oil and gas service companies, revealed the use of more than 2,500 hydraulic 
fracturing products containing 750 chemicals and other components.11 From the limited 
information available, it is evident that many of the substances used in hydraulic fracturing 
fluid are toxic, including some which are known carcinogens. Wastewater, such as the 
flowback and produced water, can contain a large number of naturally occurring toxic 
chemicals in addition to the chemicals added to make the hydraulic fracturing fluid. 
Naturally occurring toxic chemicals may include radioactive material, salts, salts of 
manganese, chlorides, sodium bromides and heavy metals such as lead and arsenic. 
Radionuclides shown to be present in natural gas wastes include: radon, 226radium and 
22�radium and radionuclides of potassium, strontium, lead, thallium, bismuth and thorium. 
Radium in flow�back and produced water often incorporates into solids formed during 
wastewater treatment, thereby producing low �e�e� �a�ioacti�e waste�” 

1�. �hat the � � ��s �es�onsi�i�it� to u�ho�� the  �ouisiana State Constitution guarantees relating to 
public health should be guided by the sentiment expressed in the following statement from the 
article entitled IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH mentioned above, 
namely:  

 
19. These documents: 

Fracking Wars: Federal, State and Local Conflicts over the Regulation of Natural Gas 
Activities, �oning and Planning Law Report, February 2012, Vol. 35, No. 2. 
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp�content/uploads/2013/07/Fracking�Wars.pdf    
Save Ourselves: The Environmental Case That Changed Louisiana, by Oliver A. Houck. 2012 
Louisiana Law Review. “Sa�e � u�se��es” is the sto�� o� the ten�year fight to stop permitting 
a polluting waste disposal site in Burnside, La. by a few people, aided by an idealistic lawyer 
an� a cou��e o� cou�a�eous state e� ��o�ees wo��in� “un�e� co�e�” to supply critical 
information that voided the permit.  See: 
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http://www.law.tulane.edu/uploadedFiles/Faculty_and_Admin/Publications/Houck_Save_O
urselves.pdf   
Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental �ustice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor, by Steve 
Lerner. See: http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/diamond  
“For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, 

metallic smell—the "toxic bouquet" of pollution—and a mysterious chemical fog 

that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the massive Norco Industrial 

Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and 

huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, 

stinging eyes, allergies, asthma, and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, 
and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their proximity to heavy 

industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of 

their neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was 

sandwiched between two giant Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical 

Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that Shell relocate them, 

their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was 
taking on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective 

grassroots organizing, unremitting fenceline protests, seemingly endless 

negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the people of 

Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate 

out of harm's way. In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story. 

Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such as the one in 
Diamond are the new front lines of both the civil rights and the environmental 

movements, and Diamond is in many ways a classic environmental-justice story: 

a minority neighborhood, faced with a polluting industry in its midst, fights back. 

But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes back to the days 

of slavery. In 1811, Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of 

the largest slave rebellion in United States history. Descendants of these slaves 
were among the participants in the modern-day Diamond relocation campaign.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrisonville,_Louisiana  Morrisonville, Louisiana was a small 
town in Iberville Parish, Louisiana that was contaminated with industrial pollution from a 
nearby Dow Chemical Company vinyl chloride factory. The community had been founded 
during the 1�70s by former slaves freed from a plantation near Pla�uemine. In the 19�0s 
and 1990s, chemical pollution was discovered in the town's wells. To avoid lawsuits, Dow 
decided to buy up the town and move its residents away to create a buffer zone around the 
factory. In 19�9, just before the release of a federal report into toxic emissions from the 
factory, Dow announced that it was going to buy up all the homes and land in Morrisonville, 
and that if the residents refused their property would be worthless. Although about twenty 
families refused to move at first, by 1993 the town was eventually abandoned. All that now 
remains is the graveyard of the former Nazarene Baptist Church and an open�sided prayer 
site, built of wood, provided by Dow for family members who return to visit the graves. The 
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residents were transferred to newly built homes at Morrison Acres, but many died before 
they could settle in. The large number of petrochemical plants producing PVC in the 
surrounding area, an �0�mile (130 km) stretch between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, first 
led to it being known as the 'Chemical Corridor' and later as Cancer Alley, and many other 
communities in the area have been similarly affected by groundwater pollution and other 
toxic emissions. The town's residents � predominantly African American � were relocated in 
1990 to Morrisonville Estates in Iberville Parish and Morrisonville Acres in West Baton 
Rouge Parish by Dow. 
� oss�i��e� �ouisiana: � Co� � unit��s �i�ht �o� the � u� an �i�ht to a � ea�th� �n�i�on� ent. 
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/May�une2011PRRACRoberts.pdf . CNN �ouTube on Mossville 
situation. http://www.youtube.com/watch�v�bmklvyMi6hU� feature�youtu.be  
Chronicles from the Environmental �ustice Frontline, by �. Timmons Roberts, Melissa M. 
Toffolon�Weiss� “Chronicles from the Environmental �ustice Frontline, first published in 
1991, provides a rare glimpse of the environmental justice movement as it plays out in four 
landmark struggles at the end of the twentieth century. The book describes the stories of 
everyday people who have decided to take to the streets to battle what they perceive as 
injustice: the une�ual exposure of minorities and the poor to the 'bads' produced by our 
industrial society. In these struggles residents and local, state, and national environmental 
and social justice groups are on one side pitted against local and state government 
representatives and industry on the other. By employing historical and theoretical lenses in 
viewing these struggles, the book reveals how situations of environmental injustice are 
created and how they are resolved. These cases bear great similarity to battles occurring 
across the nation, and are setting precedents for national and state agencies as they handle 
these cases.” Discusses fates of Morrison, Sunrise, and Revilletown, Louisiana. See: 
http://books.google.com/books�id�� uP56ucee�
EC� d��sunrise�louisiana�environmental�justice� source�gbs_navlinks_s  
Hydrocarbon Hucksters: Lessons from Louisianan on Oil, Politics, and Environmental �ustice, 
by Ernest �ebrowski and Mariah �abrowski Leach, The University Press of Mississippi, 2014. 
“�his is the sa�a o� the oi� in�ust���s ta�eo�e� o� the state o� �ouisiana���its leaders, its laws, 
its en�i�on� ent� an� the c�itica� thin�in� s�i��s o� so � an� o� its �ote�s�” 

 
Once again, please deny the Helis Oil �  Gas, LLC, application for a permit to drill a well to test the 
feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and/or gas from land in St. Tammany Parish. 
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From: fatimah shamsi [fatimahgray@live.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 5:15 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Deny Fracking in St. Tammany 

Please don't do any fracking in St. Tammany ! . It's not very nice of you people to do that .  
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Mr Welsh, 

I am writing to you today to express my concerns regarding the drilling permit for Helis Oil 
and Gas that will lead to the practice of hydraulic fracturing, otherwise known as fracking.  I
have listed my concerns and below. 

ConcernsI am concerned that chemicals used in fracking are considered "proprietary" and 
not subject to public scrutiny.  I believe that chemicals used in our neighborhoods should be 
open to public scrutiny. I am concerned about spills from mishandling waste and inadequate 
equipment threaten ground and surface water.  I am concerned about waste stored in open 
holding ponds allows evaporation of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and methane (a 
greenhouse gas 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide) into the atmosphere. 

All residents of Louisiana deserve clean air and fresh safe drinking water. Please deny Helis 
Oil & Gas their drilling permit and keep St. Tammany healthy. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely,  

Emily Mabile 
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November 17, 2014 
 
  

Dear Commissioner Welch,  
I write to you again this evening in an attempt to persuade you to deny the 
drilling permit. 
 
I realize you are between a rock and a hard place – it would seem to me that no 
matter which decision you make, the DNR stands a pretty good chance of a 
long, drawn out legal battle either way. 
 
That being said – since you guys are likely to be sued either way – can I 
beseech you to err on the side of decency to the people of St Tammany parish, 
and deny this permit? 
 
The DNR has a duty under Louisiana Constitution, Article 9, section 1 to 
protect and replenish our natural resources as much as possible consistent 
with the public welfare. This was interpreted by the Louisiana Supreme Court 
in 1984 to mean that ANY state agency that was considering permitting an 
action that affects the environment has to do an Environmental Impact 
Analysis, which has not been done in this case.  
 
I know that several hundred letters were sent to the DNR requesting this action 
a few months ago. 
 
I personally never heard back from anyone at the DNR in response to those 
letters. 
    
So I ask you now – is the DNR is going to act in accordance with the mandate 
of the Louisiana Supreme Court and perform an Environmental Impact 
Analysis?  
 
 I can be reached at sbelle1@bellsouth.net, or by phone 713-412-3024 (cell 
phone). I look forward to your response.  
 
Also, please open this video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1_1xOgh83Y 
and take a look at what we don’t want in St Tammany. Skip ahead to Dish, TX 
at about 1:50. This is a very real idea of what St Tammany could look like with 
6,000 well sites.   
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Yours, 
Cindy Brooking 
St Tammany homeowner/resident 
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Hon. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

PO BOX 94275 

BATON Rouge, LA 70804 

 RE: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevant et al No.1 Well 

 

Dear Commisioner: 

I would like to offer my thoughts about the Helis proposal for a drilling permit in St. Tammany Parish.  I 
am in full support of the project.  I believe being a landowner and the owner of minerals comes the right 
to be able to lease your property for the possibility of oil production. I believe that is part of the 
“American Dream”.   I understand that there has been over 2,000 wells drilled in the Northern part of 
the State in the Haynesville Shale area, and I have not heard of any major problems. I also understand 
there are some citizens in St. Tammany who are opposed to the project because of having to drill 
through the drinking water aquifer, but the same aquifer has been drilled though and hydraulically 
fractured numerous times in Tangipahoa Parish.  I trust the State Department of Natural Resources will 
do an excellent job of making sure that Helis and any company afterwards that may drill in St. Tammany 
Parish will abide by all State regulations to extract oil and gas as safely and effectively as possible.  

On another note, being a lifelong citizen of St. Tammany Parish I believe the economic impact will be 
wonderful for the community. I have experienced in my life many people who grew up here leaving to 
go to Texas and other States to find high paying jobs. I know if the Oil industry were to produce oil here 
it would bolster the economy and produce many high paying and quality jobs.   

 

Thanks for Your Time, 

 

Garrett Acquistapace 
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Just say “NO” to the Fracking Permit. 
 
The US does not need any further permits to for Fracking.  This is Not about energy this is about the 
almighty “$”. 
 
Renewable energy is here in many different forms and it is here to stay.  We do not need Hydraulic 
Fracturing.  It has been shown to be detrimental to the environment. 
 
1.           Pollutes the air 
2.           Pollutes the water with toxic elements 
3.           Wastes fresh drinking water.  The water they use to Frack is fresh and most people are aware 
several states are in severe draught.  Don’t make yours one of them on purpose. 
4.           Causes Seismic activity. 
 
 
This is just the beginning of what fracking can and will do to your  home. 
 
Did you know that over 30,000 gallons of diesel fuel was used to frack for oil without mandatory federal 
permits. 
Or How about in California 3 billion gallons of fracking sludge was illegally dumped into California’s 
drinking water, and farm irrigation aquifers.  This sludge contained  
toxins include high levels of lethal arsenic (carcinogenic and immunodisruptive), thallium (an ingredient 
in rat poison) and nitrates (highly toxic to cattle and other ruminants). 
 
This dumping of toxic sludge from fracking went uncovered by large media.  Why is that?  One of the 
largest water using states in the US has been poisoned and it was not covered. 
 
What will happen when the fracking begins in your area.  Your Aquifers, ground water, environment.  If 
it was covered up in California what do you think will happen in your area.  You don’t want to live in one 
of those city/towns that had to pick up and move/disappear because your homeland has become to 
poison to live in. 
 
More import than the dollars these companies will make is our world. Our environment.  Everything we 
do has a cause and effect.  When our world suffers so does every tree, animal and 
person. 
 
If not for yourself think of the future. 
 
For those of you who live near and in St. Tammany Parish stand up and say ”NO” permits. “NO to 
Fracking”  save your beautiful spot in our world.  To all others keep watch and if it comes to your part of 
the world “JUST SAY NO” 
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For St. Tammany this is the email and docket number I found to email.  If an email or letter can help lets 
help. 
dnrinfo@la.gov 
Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
For those who make the decisions on these permits this is NOT the right things to do.  Say no and veto 
the permit and approvals. 
 
Thank you for your time and Consideration 
Tammara Scott 
“Individually we are unique, as a team we are unstoppable” 
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John B. Rice 
1172 Camp St. 

New Orleans, La. 70130 
504-421-8339 

 
Date:11/19/14 
 
 

Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well Dear 
Mr. Commissioner: 
I join those urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC for the 
drilling of the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish.

I am the president of a marine supply company in New Orleans. We have been serving the marine 
industry for two generations over a 67 year period. Our family has owned property in St. Tammany 
parish for over 100 years. The property is located along River Road and Hosmer Mill Road close to 
the Abbey. The Bogue Falaya river runs through the property. We believe in being good stewards of 
the land and would not want to see anything that would harm St. Tammany. We strongly believe that 
the issuance of the drilling permit to Helis Oil and Gas will not be harmful to the parish and that it 
actually would be very beneficial for economic 
growth.____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

THE US SHALE REVOLUTION AND ITS IMPLICATIONS

A short five years ago, the world’s supply of oil was peaking, and as conventional gas production 
declined in the United States, it seemed that this country would become dependent on costly 
natural gas imports. But in the years since, those predictions have proved spectacularly wrong. 
Global energy production has begun to shift away from traditional suppliers in the Middle East, as 
producers tap unconventional gas and oil resources around the world, from the waters of 
Australia, Brazil, Africa, and the Mediterranean to the oil sands of Alberta.  

The greatest revolution, however, has occurred  in the United States, where producers have taken 
advantage of two newly viable technologies to unlock resources once deemed commercially 
infeasible: horizontal drilling, which allows wells to penetrate bands of shale deep underground, 
and hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which uses the injection of high-pressure fluid to release gas 
and oil from rock formations. 

The resulting uptick in energy production in the U.S. has been dramatic. Between 2007 and 2012, 
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U.S. shale gas production rose by over 50 percent each year, and its share of total U.S. gas 
production jumped from five percent to �9 percent. Terminals once intended to bring foreign 
li�uefied natural gas �LNG� to U.S. consumers are being reconfigured to export U.S. LNG abroad. 
Between 2007 and 2012, fracking also generated an 18-fold increase in U.S. production of what is 
known as light tight oil, high-�uality petroleum found in shale or sandstone that can be released 
by fracking. This boom has succeeded in reversing the long decline in U.S. crude oil production, 
which grew by 50 percent between 2008 and 201�. Thanks to these developments, the U.S. is 
now poised to become an energy superpower. Last year, we surpassed Russia as the world’s 
leading energy producer, and by next year, according to projections by the International Energy 
Agency, it will overtake Saudi Arabia as the top producer of crude oil. 

The fracking revolution re�uired more than just favorable geology; it also took financiers with a 
tolerance for risk, a property-rights regime that lets landowners claim underground resources, a 
network of service providers and delivery infrastructure, and an industry structure characterized by 
thousands of entrepreneurs rather than a single national oil company. Although many countries 
possess the right rock, none, with the exception of Canada, boasts an industrial environment as 
favorable as that of the U.S. 

The American energy revolution has more than commercial implications. It also has wide-reaching 
geopolitical conse�uences. Global energy trade maps are now being redrawn as U.S. imports 
continue to decline and exporters find new markets.  As U.S. production increases, it will put 
downward pressure on global oil and gas prices, thereby diminishing the geopolitical leverage that 
some energy suppliers have wielded for decades. Most energy-producing states that lack 
diversified economies, such as Russia and the Gulf monarchies, will lose out, whereas energy 
consumers, such as China, India, and other Asian states, stand to gain. 

The biggest benefits, however, will accrue to the United States. Ever since 1971, when U.S. 
oil production peaked, energy has been construed as a strategic liability for the country, with its 
ever-growing thirst for reasonably priced fossil fuels sometimes necessitating incongruous alliances 
and complex obligations abroad. But that logic has been upended, and the newly unlocked energy 
is set to boost the U.S. economy and grant Washington newfound leverage around the world.  

For a more detailed analysis of the dramatic and positive changes the U.S. shale revolution will 
bring to this country are found in a report just released by the U.S, Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works entitled “Setting the Record Straight: Hydraulic Fracturing and 
America’s Energy Revolution”, which I ask be filed into the record of these proceedings. I strongly 
urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision.1

THE TUSCALOOSA MARINE SHALE IN LOUSIANA 

The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale �TMS� is a sedimentary rock formation that consist of organic-rich 
fine-grained materials �sediments� deposited in a marine environment that existed across the Gulf 
Coast region approximately 90 million years ago. The TMS includes the Eagle Ford Shale being 
similar in geological age.  The August, 1987 Bulletin ��olume 7� of the LSU-Basin Research 
Institute �BRI�, Baton Rouge, indicates a potential reserve of about 7 billion barrels of oil in the 

                                                           
1 See www.epw.senate.gov�public�index.cfm�FuseAction�Files.�iew&FileStore_id�d295782c-f7d1-4699-bf�e-
6�7ce4f�b80f 
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TMS.2 Its thickness varies from 500 feet in southwestern Mississippi to more than 800 feet in the 
southern part of the Florida Parishes in southeastern Louisiana—which includes St. Tammany 
Parish-- within an approximate depth range of 11,000 feet to the north to more than 15,000 feet to 
the south. It is this resource that Helis is seeking to drill through a drilling permit form your office. 

The current TMS Oil Play targets unconventional reservoirs that are petroleum source rocks where 
petroleum hydrocarbons �oil and gas� originated in a high pressure and temperature geological 
subsurface environment. Not all of the petroleum hydrocarbons originally generated have migrated 
out of the source rock �TMS� which is now being explored for oil and �or li�uid hydrocarbons with 
advanced �horizontal� drilling and completion �hydraulic fracturing, called fracking�.�  

THE US SHALE REVOLUTION’S IMPLICATIONS FOR ST. TAMMANY 

The highly respected LSU economist Dr. Loren Scott just completed a very significant economic 
report on the huge economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry. His report, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic Engine for the Louisiana 
Economy” lists the enormous benefits Louisiana receives from the energy industry, including oil 
and gas production.4 I ask that Dr. Scott’s be filed into the record of these proceedings. I strongly 
urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision. 

Dr. Scott’s conclusions are succinctly summed up by the following quote he makes in his 
conclusions in the study: 

It is the engine that makes the difference.� For Louisiana, the presence of the extraction, 
refining, and pipeline industries have indeed made all the difference. The energy industry, 
and its accompanying multiplier effects, has been a powerful engine for economic growth in 
Louisiana. 

In a nutshell, Dr. Scott’s study shows the following very significant economic benefits flowing from 
Louisiana’s energy industry to the citizens and governments of this state:

Louisiana is the nation�s number two producer of crude oil and the number two 
producer of natural gas among the 50 states. 

Louisiana ranks number two among the states in petroleum refining capacity. 

Through both direct and multiplier effects Louisiana’s energy industry supported $73.8 billion in 
sales in Louisiana firms, generated over $20.5 billion in household earnings for 
Louisianans, and supported 287,008 jobs in the state in 2011. 

The �20.5 billion in earnings represented 11.6 � of total earnings in Louisiana. Personal 
income in not a single parish in Louisiana reaches this level.  

                                                           
2 See http:��www.lgs.lsu.edu�deploy�uploads�Tuscaloosa�20Marine�20Shale.pdf 
� See Louisiana Department of Natural Resources webpage at 
:http:��dnr.louisiana.gov�index.cfm�md�pagebuilder&tmp�home&pid�909 
4 See http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 
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On average the job multiplier for these three industries was 4.4. That is, for every job 
created in these sectors �.4 additional jobs are created in other sectors in the state. The job 
multiplier for the oil and gas extraction industry is about �.6 and for the very capital-intensive 
refinery industry it is about 9.0. 

Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid nearly $1.5 billion in state taxes and fees in
F�1�, or about 14.6 � of total state taxes, licenses, and fees collected.  

Through the �20.5 billion in household earnings generated by Louisiana’s energy industry, state 
government indirectly was able to collect an additional �1,4�8,000,000 in taxes, for a total 
boost to the state treasury of $2.9 billion. 

A very conservative estimate is that Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid $410 million in 
ad valorem taxes to local governments in the state in 201�---a �7.5� increase over 2009. In
4�of the state�s 64 parishes, these ad valorem taxes exceeded �1 million. In 22 parishes the 
number exceeded �5 million.  

It is important to note that that the Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and 
thousands of employees in  the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the issuance of 
the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, which represents 
1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which also strongly supports Helis’ plans. 

It is also important to note that all of the following regional business groups representing hundreds 
of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly support Helis’ drilling permit and plans:

• Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
• Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
• Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
• Jefferson Business Council 
• Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
• Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
• New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
• Pla�uemines Association of Business and Industry 
• River Region Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
• St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
• St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
• Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
• Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
• Washington Economic Development Foundation 

I am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling permit, similar benefits will come to the people 
and government of St. Tammany Parish. 

 

OBJECTIONS TO HELIS’ PERMIT ARE UNFOUNDED 

The objections to granting Helis’ permit application pertain to surface activities and to subsurface 
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effects that are feared to arise. The legal issues �principally related to zoning� are relatively simple 
and easily resolved. 

Road use and noise from drilling e�uipment and operations does not differ in kind or magnitude 
from any other construction activity in a community. Such activity is temporary in nature and has 
been mitigated by company measures as well as by existing rules and regulations of the Office of
Conservation. It is unfair and unjust to deny a person’s lawful use of his or her property or prohibit 
a valuable business activity simply because of annoyance or inconvenience to some persons in a
community. It would be a terrible precedent to allow a vocal minority to deny me a lawful and safe 
use of my own property. 

As to feared conse�uences from hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling, these concerns are 
unfounded. Fracturing of petroleum wells goes back to 1865 when use was first made of the 
Roberts Torpedo, which was widely employed in the early days of the industry. Commercial 
hydraulic fracturing of oil wells dates from 1949, and hundreds of thousands of oil and gas wells 
have been safely operated with this process being employed. Countless wells that are horizontally 
drilled and hydraulically fractured have been completed in shale formations in northwest and 
southeast Louisiana, Arkansas, Colorado, Texas, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, West �irginia, Ohio 
and other states. These wells have dramatically expanded domestic production of oil and natural 
gas, diminished the reliance on foreign sources of supply and enhanced American security. They 
have provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have aided our state’s economy and the 
government’s revenues from bonuses, royalties and severance tax. Critics can point to no credible 
evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or water supplies in Louisiana or any other state. 

Concerning the law of Louisiana on local authority to regulate drilling, in the highly regarded 
publication, “Pooling and Unitization Treatise,” professors Patrick Martin and Bruce �ramer 
survey all producing states on this �uestion of preemption and conclude: “Of all of the states, 
Louisiana is the one with the clearest and most wide-ranging preemption of sub-state unit 
regulation of oil and gas operations.”  B. �ramer & P. Martin, Pooling and Unitization,
�4.05�2��b��vi�.  

Louisiana law provides as follows: 

The issuance of a permit by the commissioner of conservation shall be sufficient
authorization to the holder of the permit to enter upon the property covered by the permit 
and to drill in search of minerals thereon. No other agency or political subdivision of the 
state shall have the authority and they are hereby expressly forbidden to prohibit or in any 
way interfere with the drilling of a well or test well in search of minerals by the holder of
such a permit. La. Rev. Stat. Ann. � �0:28�F�. �Emphasis Added.� 

Moreover, the courts have made it abundantly clear that this statute is to be followed to the 
exclusion of regulation by local government, Energy Management Corp. v. City of Shreveport, �97 
F.�d 297 �5th Cir. 2005�; 467 F.�d 471 �5th Cir. 2006�. 

The State of Louisiana has been wise to trust a central agency of the state for the protection of
the public interest. The Office of Conservation has an exemplary record of safeguarding the public 
while overseeing the orderly development of oil and gas in Louisiana. It would be extraordinarily 
harmful to the state to relin�uish that role in favor of partisan local interests or give in to
unfounded fears that a safe, proven technology might have negative conse�uences. It would also 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



6 
 

deny to owners of oil and gas rights, such as myself and hundreds of thousands of other 
Louisianians, the right to enjoy our rights in our own lands. 

I am familiar with Helis Oil & Gas, LLC and with the owners of the proposed site. I know them to
be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to threaten or harm the environment. 

I strongly urge the Office of Conservation to grant Helis’ permit application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Rice 
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Please find attached LMOGA’s comments on Engineering Docket No. 14-626. 
 
Original to follow by U.S. Mail. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Tyler Patrick Gray 
General Counsel 
La. Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association 
www.lmoga.com 
730 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
Office: (225) 387-3205 
Cell: (225) 505-3459 
Fax: (225) 344-5502 
  
ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE: This e-mail transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may contain confidential 
information belonging to the sender which is protected by the attorney-client privilege. The information is intended only for the 
use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail transmission in error, please notify the sender and delete this communication from your computer system. 
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Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 
Attached please find my letter in support of the drilling permit application. 
 
I am also sending the same by U. S. mail. 
 
My previous transmittal was unsigned; this one is corrected and should be the copy for the record. 
 
Pat Martin 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation  

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

As a resident of Jefferson Parish, I want to offer my thoughts on the application of 
Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC") to Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � orkers� Compensation Corporation.  

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

Helis� drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cqJk. 

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis� St. �ammany well is this�   

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and    

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
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�hat means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
�ammany Parish.  

�������� ��  ���� ��� ��������� ��� � ��� � �� � ���  ��� �������� � ���� ������� 

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
�angipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. �ammany. 

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St �ammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
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Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately 1����� feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production. �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. �he study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k 
and   http:��www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�. 

��� �������� �� ��������� ��� ��� ��� � ��� ������ � ��� ������� ������ ������ �� 
Helis’ Success 

Fracking  has provided numerous jobs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses, royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist Dr. Loren Scott, entitled “The Energy Sector: Still a Giant Economic 
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Engine for the Louisiana Economy�� � is re�ort dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http���� � � .gro� louisianacoalition.com�blog�� p�
content�uploads���������Loren�Scott�Study.pdf. � hile there are currently no oil 
and gas � ells in the �arish,  �  am confident that, once � elis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits � ill come to the people and government of St. �ammany 
�arish. 
 
� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of � elis’ well by the 
� orthshore �usiness �ouncil�� representing �� businesses and thousands of 
em�loyees in the � orthshore region strongly su��orts �elis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along � ith the � est St. �ammany �hamber of 
�ommerce, � hich represents �,��� members and their ��,��� employees, � hich 
also strongly su��orts � elis’ plans. Significantly, the � orthshore �usiness 
�ouncil’s endorsement of � elis was �oined by all of the follo� ing regional 
business groups, � hich represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly su��ort � elis’ drilling �ermit and �lans: 

� �usiness �ouncil of � e�  � rleans and the �iver �egion 
� � reater � e�  � rleans, �nc. 
� � ammond �rea �conomic and �ndustrial Development District 
� �efferson �usiness �ouncil 
� �efferson �hamber of �ommerce 
� �efferson �arish �conomic Development �ommission 
� � e�  � rleans �hamber of �ommerce 
� �la�uemines �ssociation of �usiness and �ndustry 
� �iver �egion �hamber of �ommerce 
� St. �ernard �hamber of �ommerce 
� St. �ammany �conomic Development Foundation 
� St. �ammany � omebuilders �ssociation 
� Southeast �egional �oalition of �usiness �ouncils 
� �angipahoa �conomic Development Foundation 
� � ashington �conomic Development Foundation��� 
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 � 

For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http���gnoinc.org�ne� s�publications�press�release�regional�business�community�
stands�behind�northshore�business�council�in�support�of�energy�industry� 

�s � elis has agreed to go above and beyond already�established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
� ith its proposed � ell that � ill protect the resources of St. �ammany, and also 
� eighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time � elis is drilling its � ell against the significant economic benefits that 
� ill accrue to the citi�ens of St. �ammany �arish by � ay of high �uality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to �arish 
government, the St. �ammany �arish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, � urge that you issue � elis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
� ithout delay. 

�espectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Stacey �immer  � artine� 

���� �ousins �oulevard 

� arrero, Louisiana  �����
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Please see attached.  If you require further information please let me know.  Thanks and have a great 
day.  
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Analytical Chemistry
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� �o� �ensation �or�oration�

� elis� has also drilled � any wells si� ilar to the one it �ro�oses to drill in the �ast� 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than �� years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

� elis� drilling and fra��ing will be done in stri�t a��ordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http���www.helisenergypro�ect.com� and https���www.youtube.com�watch�v
�LP�sbr�cq�k.

� ne significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
Management Syste�  ��alled “SE� S”� for its o�erations in the �arish� � hat SE� S 
� eans for � elis� St� �a� � any well is this� 

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra � ile” to show its res�e�t for the �eo�le and resour�es of St� 
Tammany Parish.

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1�4�, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. � verall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
�rodu�tion of oil and natural gas� di� inished the � S� relian�e on foreign sour�es 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 4� miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over �,��� oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past �� years with no resulting contamination.

� elis� well will be drilled to a de�th of a��ro�i� ately ������ feet�  As the 
Southern � ills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� � elis� well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences athttp���www.nytimes.com�2�14����16�science�study-points-to-well-
leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would ha��en � any years after � elis� well is �la�ed on �rodu�tion� �y that ti� e� 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at �oulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistryof components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. � ther 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http���pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�1�.1�21�ac��216�k and   http���www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp�2�14�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.

�he �iti�ens of �ouisiana and St� �amman� �arish Will �enefit Economicall� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

�racking  has provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
�ouisiana�s e�ono� y and its re�enues by way of bonuses� royalties and se�eran�e 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



tax. �or evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
e�ono� ist �r� �oren S�ott� entitled “�he Energy Se�tor� Still a � iant E�ono� i� 
Engine for the Louisiana E�ono� y”� � is re�ort dra� ati�ally shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http���www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
content�uploads�2�14����Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 

 

� also �annot ignore the re�ent strong endorse� ent of � elis� well by the 
Northshore �usiness Council-- representing 6� businesses and thousands of 
e� �loyees in the Northshore region strongly su��orts � elis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents1,��� members and their ��,��� employees, which 
also strongly su��orts � elis� �lans� Significantly, the Northshore �usiness 
�oun�il�s endorse� ent of � elis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also 
sternly su��ort � elis� drilling �er� it and �lans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please 
see http���gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

�espectfully Submitted,

  
Elizabeth P. �inehart 
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Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 
I support those who have urged you to grant the application for the drilling of the proposed 
Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish.    
 
I am a retired orthopaedic surgery professor at Tulane Medical School in New Orleans.   I have 
invested in pine forestland with mineral rights in St. Tammany Parish near the proposed Helis 
well.   The anti-fracking arguments against this well are spurious.  Your office in the state 
government is the proper agency to make this decision, not the Parish or local government.   
 
I encourage you to grant this application for drilling.    
 
J. Ollie Edmunds, MD 
Professor of Orthopaedics 
Chief of Hand and Upper Extremity Surgery 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
Suite 1500 Tidewater Place 
1440 Canal St.   
New Orleans, LA, 70112 
Office 504-558-0103 
Cell 504-919-3502 
ollie@deltapac.com  
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Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 

I am an interested citizen and land owner in St. Tammany Parish and am writing you 
to join those urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC 
for the drilling of the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish. 

 
Please include this letter as part of the comments made for purposes of the public 

record arising from the notice and comment period in connection with the public hearing on 
November 12, 2014 in the captioned matter. 

 
I strongly support the issuance of a drilling permit by the Louisiana Office of 

Conservation (the “LOC) to Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, 
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well for the reasons noted below in this letter. 
   

I am familiar with Helis Oil & Gas, LLC and with the owners of the proposed site. I 
know them to be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to threaten or harm the 
environment. 
 

I urge the Office of Conservation to grant Helis’ permit application as Helis’ well is in 
the public interest and will benefit the State of Louisiana and the citizens and government of 
St. Tammany Parish and will not harm the air or the water of St. Tammany Parish. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Benjamin B. Tiller 
 
100 Conti Steet 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
Office: (504)586-7410 
Cell: (504)579-3250 
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Commissioner Jim Welsh
Louisiana Office of Conservation

Ref: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. 
Tammany Parish, (Engineering Docket14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
well.)

Dear Sir:

I attended the Public Hearing last Wednesday, Nov. 12, at the Lakeshore Sr. 
High gym. I think most people understood that your office was under no 
obligation to site an opportunity for public input in St. Tammany 
Parish. Thanks to you and to your staff for extending that consideration to 
the people of St. Tammany.

I sat through most, but not all, of the nearly 8 hours of proponent claims of 
safety and remoteness juxtaposed to opponent concerns for the health, 
safety and welfare of the people who actually live in St, Tammany Parish.

I won't repeat opposition themes - with which I agree in almost every 
instance. I'll just say that the proposed site is in no way "remote" and that 
the proponent claims of safety are not borne out by experience (BP 
Macondo, Bayou Corme, Lake Peigneur put a name to only a fraction of the 
safety counterpoints).

However, there was one consideration that was not directly addressed by 
the proponents or opponents and that is the effect of changing 10 acres of a 
landscape from wetland agro-forest to compacted industrial site.

Basically, the onset of the drilling activity you permit is going to change the 
"c" in the famous runoff equation: Q = cIA. And when that c-coefficient is 
changed (e.g. from .25 to .75 or higher), cu.ft./sec of runoff, with who 
knows what substances in suspension, will double or triple. The direction of 
that runoff in a very flood-prone place is toward more wetlands and the 
headwaters of scenic and protected bayous. That the paid spokesmen, for 
the absent permit applicant, demonstrated no concern (or awareness) in this 
area should be considered a major technical shortcoming.
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None of us who live in St. Tammany are under any illusion that this permit is 
for an isolated "geo-science project" as the proponents were certainly trying 
to suggest. We all know that this is the first domino in a long, long line that 
will start falling with continuously compounding consequences for our soil, 
air and water.

By approving this permit, you will set in motion a process of industriali�ation 
from which St. Tammany will not easily (if ever) recover. And I must note 
that those responsible for environmental damages will likely skate on any 
'recovery' obligations.

I respectfully ask you to reject this permit application in order to save one of 
Louisiana's unique places from irreparable industrial scarring.

Thank you,

Ren Clark
420 Carroll St.
Mandeville, Louisiana
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Tuesday, November 18, 2014

Dear Mr. Welsh,

I am writing to you today to express my deep concerns regarding the practice of hydraulic 
fracturing, otherwise known as fracking. I have listed my concerns below.

Concerns

Hydraulic Fracturing is exempt from Federal regulation mandated by the Fresh 
Drinking Water Act.
Chemicals used in fracking are considered "proprietary" and not subject to public 
scrutiny.
Spills from mishandling waste and inadequate equipment threaten ground and 
surface water.
Waste stored in open holding ponds allows evaporation of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and methane (a greenhouse gas 20 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide) into the atmosphere.
Water needed for farming, ranching and household use faces risks of contamination.

Due to these factors, I am opposed to hydraulic fracturing happening adjacent to the 
Lakeshore High School campus where I teach off of Highway 1088. It is incomprehensible 
that this well should be drilled so close to the property where over 900 students attend 
classes five days a week each school year, not to mention all of the administrators, 
teachers, as well as the other employees that work at Lakeshore on a daily basis. 

No method of fracking is 100% safe, so if there were any kind of accident on site, it would 
jeopardize everyone in that vicinity with us first on the receiving end. There are also 
residents who live off of our side of Highway 1088, as well as all of the other neighborhoods 
just on the other side of I-12. Why would we want to risk our lives or the student’s lives for 
the illusion of extra tax revenue? Neither should we risk contaminating the aquifer that 
supplies not only our school water, but the water of St. Tammany Parish where I live with 
my husband and our two young children. It is also the aquifer that supplies the water of 
many other surrounding parishes. The stakes are enormous. We can not afford the woes 
that hydraulic fracturing would bring us, and potentially permanently contaminate all of our 
irreplaceable water supply. We should learn from the mistakes that have already been made 
in California, New York, Pennsylvania, and Texas.

All St. Tammany residents deserve clean air and fresh safe drinking water. Please ensure a
healthy environment for all of us in St. Tammany and in Louisiana for us and for our 
children. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely, 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



�imberly A. Picou

2120� Ohio �oad�Abita Springs, LA �0420

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



I am writing to you today to express my deep concerns regarding the practice of hydraulic 
fracturing, otherwise known as fracking. I have listed my concerns below.

Concerns

Hydraulic Fracturing is exempt from Federal regulation mandated by the Fresh 
Drinking Water Act.

Chemicals used in fracking are considered "proprietary" and not subject to public 
scrutiny.

Spills from mishandling waste and inadequate equipment threaten ground and 
surface water.

Waste stored in open holding ponds allows evaporation of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and methane (a greenhouse gas 20 times more potent than 
carbon dioxide) into the atmosphere.

Water needed for farming, ranching and household use faces risks of contamination.

Due to these factors, I am opposed to hydraulic fracturing happening adjacent to the 
Lakeshore High School campus where I teach off of Highway 1088. It is incomprehensible 
that this well should be drilled so close to the property where over 900 students attend 
classes five days a week each school year, not to mention all of the administrators, 
teachers, as well as the other employees that work at Lakeshore on a daily basis.

No method of fracking is 100% safe, so if there were any kind of accident on site, it would 
jeopardize everyone in that vicinity with us first on the receiving end. There are also 
residents who live off of our side of Highway 1088, as well as all of the other neighborhoods 
just on the other side of I-12. Why would we want to risk our lives or the student’s lives for 
the illusion of extra tax revenue? Neither should we risk contaminating the aquifer that 
supplies not only our school water, but the water of St. Tammany Parish where I live with 
my husband and our two young children. It is also the aquifer that supplies the water of 
many other surrounding parishes. The stakes are enormous. We can not afford the woes 
that hydraulic fracturing would bring us, and potentially permanently contaminate all of our 
irreplaceable water supply. We should learn from the mistakes that have already been made 
in California, New York, Pennsylvania, and Texas.

All St. Tammany residents deserve clean air and fresh safe drinking water. Please ensure a
healthy environment for all of us in St. Tammany and in Louisiana for us and for our 
children. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

�rian Picou

2120� Ohio �oad, Abita Springs, LA �0420
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Peace, Love, Recycle!
Theresa DeLeon
Registered Crew Founder ISF Go Green or Go Home
www.facebook.com/isftheresa
281-948-2051
"Life is what happens, while you're busy making other plans." -John Lennon
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fyi 
 
From: seanburke [mailto:kemss1943@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 2:11 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject:  

 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 
 
From: Marta �adon [mailto:mab�7�0@ya�oo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:4� �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: �ttn: Patrick �ourreges 

  
Dear Mr Courreges 

We would like to know if any  drilling permits have been denied by the DNR (other than for 
clerical error). Specifically, we are  interested in knowing about hydraulic fracturing drilling 
permits.  Is this information available from you? If not, how may I obtain this information? 
We’d like to  know if the DNR has EVER denied any drilling permits based on environmental 
concerns, public opinion, etc. Thank you for your response, 

Marta and Bill Badon 
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Patrick- Dave Easley is requesting a response indicating that his emails have been received and put in 
the record. 
 
Please know that these DNR Info-emails have been forwarded to you, Jim, Gary but I am not responding 
to them. 
 
From: Dave Easley [mailto:davefeasley@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:09 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Attn: Patrick Courreges Docket No. 14-626 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  
 

Hi, Patrick, Cynthia Brookings told me I should send my comments 
"Attn: Patrick Courreges" so that I can receive an email receipt.  Sorry if 
you get this same letter twice.  Please let me know that you've received 
it and recorded it as a comment against the permit.  Thank you! 
 

Dave Easley 
 

To: Patrick Courreges, Jim Welch and Jeff Wells, 
 
Email: jim.welch@la.gov  
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  
Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  
Engineering - Regulatory Division  
Department of Natural Resources    
State of Louisiana  
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P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626 
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"to preserve and enhance the nonrenewable natural 
resources of the state, consisting of land, water, oil, gas, and other minerals, through conservation, regulation, 
management and development to ensure that the state of Louisiana realizes appropriate economic benefit from 
its asset base."
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From: gmail sho��ing acct [mailto:s�amsu�29@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:40 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: gmail sho��ing acct 
Subject: Attn: Patrick Curreges  

I am looking for specifics on denied hydrofracturing drilling permits for reasons 
OTHER than clerical errors. Any and all help with this matter would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
JM Naquin 
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From: �andbettymiceli@charter.net [mailto:�andbettymiceli@charter.net]  
Sent: �hursday, November 1�, 2014 �:12 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comment on DNR �ffice of Conservation Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 �ell. 

D ocket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

I am a 20+ year resident of St. Tammany parish, settling in Quail Creek 
subdivision and raising my kids. They attend Lakeshore High School and my 
house is probably a little over a mile from the drilling site. We chose to live 
here because it is a family community and pay very high property taxes 
which fund the best school district in the state. THAT IS WHY WE LIVE HERE. 

Our home rule charter states that the citizens have the right to determine 
zoning requirements. The parish master plan & re-zoning does NOT ALLOW 
FRACKING. This site is zoned residential. 

Relaters are already stating that our property values will plummet 30%. I 
paid off my $220k house & will lose $66,000.00 dollars. 

The chemicals heavy metal pollutants are odorless, colorless, & tasteless. 
Some can not be detected at all. Helis has not disclosed what they will pump 
into the well. It will penetrate our sole source of drinking water!!! 

What about the unexpected? Namely, an explosion, fire, toxic gas release. 
You have 1000 kids at the high school barely a mile away and 20,000 
residents living in a 5 mile radius. Does this sound rational? 

All we have from Helis is promises, not backed by the power of law. They 
haven't even put their proposal into a legally binding document. Fracking 
brings to my beautiful neighborhood heavy equipment traffic on an already 
overburdened highway, the prospect of car accidents with high school 
teanage driver's and water/tanker trucks, noise-air-light-water pollution, 
severe loss of property values, higher incidents of cancer, Parkinson, & 
death rates, increased taxes to improve fire department training & 
equipment, earthquakes as reported today in a Kansas oil field that was 
fracked. It goes on and on...... 
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I saw an economic evaluation that estimates the value of St. Tammany 
parish at $20 billion dollars. Let require Helis put up a bond for that amount 
in the event of real threat of poisoning our sole source aquifer and rendering 
the parish unusable. �ut, not all the money in the world will bring back our 
dead spouses and children. Sounds incredible? Remember that this is the 
industry that brought us the Deep Water Horizon disaster.... which was in 
the Gulf, not literally in our back yards! 

Really, this is a no-brainer!!! When you consider this permit, think 
about if you lived in my house, and ���E N� �� �E��� �ocket 
14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

Sincerely, 

�ohn S. �iceli III 
�etty E. �iceli 
Katie L. �iceli 
Nicholas �. �iceli 
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From: John Dale "Zach" Lea [mailto:jdzlea@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:50 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Patrick Courreges; johnnyadams@la.gov; Jim Welsh 
Subject: Comment on Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, 
The attached document is my comment for the public record relating to the Helis permit application for 
drilling/fracking in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
John Dale “Zach” Lea, Ph.D. 
Agricultural Economist 
826 Old Landing Rd 
Covington, LA 70433 
Phone 985-871-9407 
Email jdzlea@hotmail.com 
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Dear Mr. Jim Welsh, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Please confirm that this email and attachments will be entered into the public record as a comment on 
the Helis Oil & Gas, LLC, drilling permit application for drilling in St. Tammany Parish, (Engineering 
Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well.) 
 
I am requesting that the Department of Natural Resources not issue this permit because the drilling is a 
test to determine the feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” to extract oil and/or gas from 
St. Tammany Parish and I am opposed to the use of fracking in St. Tammany Parish because:  

Fracking in St. Tammany Parish would violate my property rights as expressed in the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article 1, Section 4.b. where the Constitution states: “

 
Fracking would violate my rights to a healthy natural environment as guaranteed by Article IX, 
Section 1 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, to wit: “

Please consider: 
1. That the operational definition of fracking should include all activities associated with the 

process and not simply the hydraulic fracturing process taking place thousands of feet 
underground. Fracking should include the vertical well and well casing, any drilling activity at 
ground level, any transfer, holding, and disposal of fracking chemicals and waste fracking water, 
any emission of gases, truck traffic, noise, increased policing costs, etc.  

2. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 
fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 6 of the 
Louisiana State Constitution which states:  “

”  
3. That issuance of a permit by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of 

fracking in areas of St. Tammany Parish not zoned for fracking violates Article VI, Section 17 of 
the Louisiana State Constitution which states, in part: “

   
4. That there is a possibility of harming my health is evidenced by court cases in which companies 

implementing fracking (fracking companies) have paid compensation to individuals claiming to 
have experienced sickness due to fracking activities in their neighborhood. See for example: 

"By 2009, I was 
having a multitude of problems," Lisa Parr told CNN. "My central nervous system was messed 
up. I couldn't hear, and my vision was messed up. My entire body would shake inside. I was 
vomiting white foam in the mornings." 

5. That there is a possibility of harming human and animal health is evidenced by the refereed 
journal article: IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH. This study 
involved interviews with animal owners who live near gas drilling operations. The findings 
illustrate which aspects of the drilling process may lead to health problems and suggest 
modifications that would lessen but not eliminate impacts. Complete evidence regarding health 
impacts of gas drilling cannot be obtained due to incomplete testing and disclosure of chemicals, 
and nondisclosure agreements. Without rigorous scientific studies, the gas drilling boom 
sweeping the world will remain an uncontrolled health experiment on an enormous scale. See: 
http://www.psehealthyenergy.org/data/Bamberger_Oswald_NS22_in_press.pdf  
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6. That there is a possibility that animal health may be harmed by fracking is evidenced by the 
re�ort that “An unidentified substance that apparently flowed from a natural gas drilling site 
into a pasture is being eyed as a potential cause of the deaths of 19 head of cattle Tuesday 
evening, according to the Louisiana Department of Environmental � uality.” See  
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20090429/NEWS01/90429036�/1002/NEWS&referrer
�NEWSFRONTCAROUSEL  

7. That there is a possibility of a change in property values associated with fracking is evidenced by 
Act 369 (HB 494) of the 2013 Louisiana Legislature, which revised the La. Residential Disclosure 
Form to require a statement of acknowledgment on the following: “Whether or not the 
purchasing property is within two thousand six hundred forty feet of a solution mining injection 
well.” �his im�lies that any Permit Application for fracking should contain a plan for 
compensating any loss in property values as guaranteed by Article 1 of the State Constitution. 

�. That there is a possibility of a fracking accident occurring that could spill harmful fluids or emit 
harmful gases into the environment is evidenced by the expert testimony of Professor Tony 
Ingraffea, Professor of Engineering at Cornel University who has said that “�here is one serious 
en�ironmental accident for e�ery ��� wells�” 

9. That fracking can have a negative impact on the quality of groundwater has been suggested by 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A 2011 EPA study linked fracking to groundwater 
contamination for the first time. Residents were advised not to drink from their wells due to 
detected hydrocarbons. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
0�/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

10. That injection of fracking waste water can inadvertently result in contamination of potable 
water aquifers is evidenced by the report entitled: Billions of Gallons of Oil Industry Wastewater 
Illegally Injected Into Central California Aquifers Tests Find Elevated Arsenic, Thallium Levels in 
Nearby Water Wells. See:  
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2014/fracking-10-06-2014.html  

11. That fracking can contaminate soil and groundwater is evidenced by a report from Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection. See news article entitled:  State: Fracking waste 
tainted groundwater, soil at three Washington County sites. See: 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/industries/energy/environment/story/2011-12-
0�/epa-fracking-pollution/51745004/1  

12. That the ��� web�age � ctober �� ���� states: “�lthough the national study should enhance our 
scientific knowledge, some concerns associated with overall natural gas and shale gas 
extraction, including hydraulic fracturing, are already well known. These operations can result in 
a number of potential impacts to the environment, including: 

Stress on surface water and ground water supplies from the withdrawal of large volumes of 
water used in drilling and hydraulic fracturing� 
Contamination of underground sources of drinking water and surface waters resulting from 
spills, faulty well construction, or by other means� 
Adverse impacts from discharges into surface waters or from disposal into underground 
injection wells� and 
Air pollution resulting from the release of volatile organic compounds, hazardous air 
pollutants, and greenhouse gases. 

Because natural gas development is increasing rapidly in many regions, prudent steps to reduce 
these impacts are essential now even as further research to understand potential risks continues.” 
See: http://www2.epa.gov/hydraulicfracturing�improving.  
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13. That fracking may have an adverse impact on drinking water is evidenced by New �ork having 
banned fracking in the watershed from which it draws its drinking water. See: 
http://www.cnn.com/2012/03/09/us/new-york-fracking/  

14. That fracking waste water may be dangerous is evidenced by the following:  
“� the � ew �ersey �ssembly Environment and Solid Waste Storage Committee recently 
approved a measure banning the treatment, disposal or storage of fracking waste water in 
the state�” See: �oning and Planning Law Report, Vol. 35, No. 2.  
Massachusetts and Vermont have banned or are attempting to ban fracking and wastewater 
disposal. In 2012, Vermont became the first state to ban hydraulic fracturing and the 
collection, storage, or treatment of the wastewater it generates (Vt. Stat. tit. 29, � 571). The 
Massachusetts legislature is currently considering a bill approved by the Environment 
Committee that would place a 10-year ban on fracking and the collection, storage, 
treatment, and disposal of waste from operations in the state (Bill H.3796). See: 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm   
“Although the state �of New �ork� permits road spreading of production brine, many local 
county and municipal governments have banned fracking and the disposal of fracking waste, 
including road spreading. These bans, however, have been challenged in court, according to 
the New �ork Times. Lower courts have sided with local governments, but the Court of 
Appeals heard arguments in August 2013 to overturn the bans with a decision expected in 
2014.” See: http://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/rpt/2013-R-0469.htm 

15. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
following study: Colborn T, Schultz �, Herrick L, and �wiatkowski C. 2014. An exploratory study 
of air quality near natural gas operations. Hum Ecol Risk Assess 20(1):�6-105. Here is an abstract 
of the study.  

This exploratory study was designed to assess air quality in a rural western Colorado area 
where residences and gas wells co-exist. Sampling was conducted before, during, and after 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing of a new natural gas well pad. Weekly air sampling for 1 year 
revealed that the number of non-methane hydrocarbons (NMHCs) and their concentrations 
were highest during the initial drilling phase and did not increase during hydraulic fracturing 
in this closed-loop system. Methylene chloride, a toxic solvent not reported in products 
used in drilling or hydraulic fracturing, was detected 73�  of the time� several times in high 
concentrations. A literature search of the health effects of the NMHCs revealed that many 
had multiple health effects, including 30 that affect the endocrine system, which is 
susceptible to chemical impacts at very low concentrations, far less than government safety 
standards. Selected polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were at concentrations greater 
than those at which prenatally exposed children in urban studies had lower developmental 
and I�  scores. The human and environmental health impacts of the NMHCs, which are 
ozone precursors, should be examined further given that the natural gas industry is now 
operating in close proximity to human residences and public lands. See: 
http://endocrinedisruption.org/chemicals-in-natural-gas-operations/air-pollution. 

16. That air pollution associated with fracking can pose health problems is evidenced by the 
statements made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

“Air pollution occurs during every stage of UGE �unconventional natural gas extraction�.  In 
an analysis of all chemicals used in UGE processes, 37�  were found to be volatile and 
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therefore able to aerosolize. Of these volatile chemicals, �1�  were found to have adverse 
effects on the brain and central ner�ous system�” 

17. That water pollutions associated with fracking can pose health is evidenced by the statements 
made by Dr. Jerome A. Paulson in his letter to Mr. E. Christopher Abruzzo, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. http://concernedhealthny.org/letter-
from-dr-jerome-a-paulson-to-the-pennsylvania-department-of-environmental-protection/. 
Among other comments, Dr. Paulson wrote:  

 “Water pollution has been documented in association with UGE. While this research 
focuses on contamination with methane, it is reasonable to think that components of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids and normally occurring underground toxic substances travel with 
the methane.  Data collected by the Minority Staff of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the US House of Representatives in 2011, based on data submitted by the 14 
leading oil and gas service companies, revealed the use of more than 2,500 hydraulic 
fracturing products containing 750 chemicals and other components.11 From the limited 
information available, it is evident that many of the substances used in hydraulic fracturing 
fluid are toxic, including some which are known carcinogens. Wastewater, such as the 
flowback and produced water, can contain a large number of naturally occurring toxic 
chemicals in addition to the chemicals added to make the hydraulic fracturing fluid. 
Naturally occurring toxic chemicals may include radioactive material, salts, salts of 
manganese, chlorides, sodium bromides and heavy metals such as lead and arsenic. 
Radionuclides shown to be present in natural gas wastes include: radon, 226radium and 
22�radium and radionuclides of potassium, strontium, lead, thallium, bismuth and thorium. 
Radium in flow-back and produced water often incorporates into solids formed during 
wastewater treatment, thereby producing low le�el radioacti�e waste�” 

1�. �hat the � � ��s res�onsibility to u�hold the  �ouisiana State Constitution guarantees relating to 
public health should be guided by the sentiment expressed in the following statement from the 
article entitled IMPACTS OF GAS DRILLING ON HUMAN AND ANIMAL HEALTH mentioned above, 
namely:  

 
19. These documents: 

Fracking Wars: Federal, State and Local Conflicts over the Regulation of Natural Gas 
Activities, �oning and Planning Law Report, February 2012, Vol. 35, No. 2. 
http://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Fracking-Wars.pdf    
Save Ourselves: The Environmental Case That Changed Louisiana, by Oliver A. Houck. 2012 
Louisiana Law Review. “Sa�e � ursel�es” is the story of the ten-year fight to stop permitting 
a polluting waste disposal site in Burnside, La. by a few people, aided by an idealistic lawyer 
and a cou�le of courageous state em�loyees working “under co�er” to supply critical 
information that voided the permit.  See: 
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http://www.law.tulane.edu/uploadedFiles/Faculty_and_Admin/Publications/Houck_Save_O
urselves.pdf   
Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor, by Steve 
Lerner. See: http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/diamond  
“For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, 

metallic smell—the "toxic bouquet" of pollution—and a mysterious chemical fog 

that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the massive Norco Industrial 

Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and 

huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, 

stinging eyes, allergies, asthma, and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, 
and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their proximity to heavy 

industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of 

their neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was 

sandwiched between two giant Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical 

Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that Shell relocate them, 

their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was 
taking on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective 

grassroots organizing, unremitting fenceline protests, seemingly endless 

negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the people of 

Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate 

out of harm's way. In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story. 

Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such as the one in 
Diamond are the new front lines of both the civil rights and the environmental 

movements, and Diamond is in many ways a classic environmental-justice story: 

a minority neighborhood, faced with a polluting industry in its midst, fights back. 

But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes back to the days 

of slavery. In 1811, Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of 

the largest slave rebellion in United States history. Descendants of these slaves 
were among the participants in the modern-day Diamond relocation campaign.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrisonville,_Louisiana  Morrisonville, Louisiana was a small 
town in Iberville Parish, Louisiana that was contaminated with industrial pollution from a 
nearby Dow Chemical Company vinyl chloride factory. The community had been founded 
during the 1870s by former slaves freed from a plantation near Plaquemine. In the 1980s 
and 1990s, chemical pollution was discovered in the town's wells. To avoid lawsuits, Dow 
decided to buy up the town and move its residents away to create a buffer zone around the 
factory. In 1989, just before the release of a federal report into toxic emissions from the 
factory, Dow announced that it was going to buy up all the homes and land in Morrisonville, 
and that if the residents refused their property would be worthless. Although about twenty 
families refused to move at first, by 1993 the town was eventually abandoned. All that now 
remains is the graveyard of the former Nazarene Baptist Church and an open-sided prayer 
site, built of wood, provided by Dow for family members who return to visit the graves. The 
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residents were transferred to newly built homes at Morrison Acres, but many died before 
they could settle in. The large number of petrochemical plants producing P�C in the 
surrounding area, an 80-mile �130 km� stretch between Baton �ouge and New � rleans, first 
led to it being known as the 'Chemical Corridor' and later as Cancer Alley, and many other 
communities in the area have been similarly affected by groundwater pollution and other 
toxic emissions. The town's residents - predominantly African American - were relocated in 
1990 to Morrisonville �states in Iberville Parish and Morrisonville Acres in � est Baton 
�ouge Parish by Dow. 
Mossville, Louisiana: A Community’s Fight for the Human Right to a Healthy Environment. 
http://www.prrac.org/pdf/May�une�011P��AC�oberts.pdf . CNN �ouTube on Mossville 
situation. http://www.youtube.com/watch�v�bmklvyMi�h� � feature�youtu.be  
Chronicles from the �nvironmental �ustice �rontline, by �. Timmons �oberts, Melissa M. 
Toffolon-� eiss. “Chronicles from the �nvironmental �ustice �rontline, first published in 
1991, provides a rare glimpse of the environmental justice movement as it plays out in four 
landmark struggles at the end of the twentieth century. The book describes the stories of 
everyday people who have decided to take to the streets to battle what they perceive as 
injustice: the unequal exposure of minorities and the poor to the 'bads' produced by our 
industrial society. In these struggles residents and local, state, and national environmental 
and social justice groups are on one side pitted against local and state government 
representatives and industry on the other. By employing historical and theoretical lenses in 
viewing these struggles, the book reveals how situations of environmental injustice are 
created and how they are resolved. These cases bear great similarity to battles occurring 
across the nation, and are setting precedents for national and state agencies as they handle 
these cases.” Discusses fates of Morrison, �unrise, and �evilletown, Louisiana. �ee: 
http://books.google.com/books�id�� uP��ucee-
�C� dq�sunrise�louisiana�environmental�justice� source�gbs_navlinks_s  
�ydrocarbon � ucksters: Lessons from Louisianan on � il, Politics, and �nvironmental �ustice, 
by �rnest �ebrowski and Mariah �abrowski Leach, The � niversity Press of Mississippi, �01�. 
“This is the saga of the oil industry’s takeover of the state of Louisiana---its leaders, its laws, 
its environment, and the critical thinking skills of so many of its voters.” 

 
� nce again, please deny the � elis � il �  � as, LLC, application for a permit to drill a well to test the 
feasibility of using hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and/or gas from land in �t. Tammany Parish. 
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FYI 
 
From: Mark E. Inman, CCIM [mailto:marki@cbtec.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2014 2:40 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comments In SUPPORT of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

Mark E. Inman, JD, CCIM
Vice President
1010 Common Street, Suite 2750
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 566-1777 (Office) 
(504) 293-1329 (Fax)
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Comments submission deadline: 5 p.m. on November 19, 2014 
 
MAILING ADDRESS OF COMMENTS 
Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
Email: dnrinfo@la.gov 
 
 
RE:         Comments in Support of Issuance 
 Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
               Helis Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Bayou Lacombe Field 
               Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East 
               St. Tammany Parish, LA 
 

In general, domestic energy production lessens our dependence on foreign oil and provides increased 
energy and economic security for the nation, region, and the state, which is particularly important during 
this period of geopolitical instability throughout the world, 
In the event of successful development of the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale throughout St. Tammany Parish, 
the positive economic impact would be extremely significant to the Parish, the region and the State 
accelerating economic growth, thus leading directly and indirectly to increased government revenues that 
can be used for the public’s general welfare including the building of infrastructure and providing 
important services such as education and health care, 
No studies or historical data substantiate that hydraulic fracturing well completion methods, much less 
simply drilling a vertical well, creates unprecedented or unreasonable risk to the environment, 
The vertical subsurface separation between the fresh water aquifers and the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale 
interval (+/- 13,000’ subsea) is a substantially greater linear distance, approximately 9,500 linear feet, 
then found in most other shale exploration and development areas throughout the country,  
Compared to Marcellus Shale (+/- 5,500’ – 8,500’ subsea) in Pennsylvania; Barnett Shale (+/- 6,500’ to 
8,500’ subsea) in suburban Texas;  Eagle Ford Shale (+/- 6,000’ – 9,000’ subsea) in Texas, the areas of 
development for shale resources in Louisiana are preferable due to the deeper depth of the Tuscaloosa 
Marine Shale (+/- 13,000’ subsea) and Haynesville Shale intervals, 
The absence of natural faulting in St. Tammany Parish further reduces the already low possibility of 
hydraulic fracturing fluids migrating beyond the designed tolerance of a few hundred feet above the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale interval found at +/- 13,000’ subsea, 
Based on the facts, circumstances and the specifics of the reference drilling permit application failure to 
issue the permit would unreasonably and unnecessarily usurp landowner rights and directly result in a 
taking of minerals under private property, 
The authority to grant this routine permit rest solely with the Office of Conservation and should not be 
unduly influenced by parochial issues or special interest groups expressing concerns that are not based on 
facts or science, 
Due to the fact that the current permit application seeks only the authorization to drill a vertical well, 
there is no basis for delay in issuance.  As the permit was submitted, drilling a horizontal lateral in the 
Tuscaloosa Marine Shale will require an amendment to the current permit.  Permits to drill vertical wells 
are issued routinely and in a timely manner by the Office of Conservation. 
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From: Tom Himes [mailto:pbft1957@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 11:20 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Comments in Support of Issuance Engineering Docket No. 14-626 Helis Drilling Permit 
Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  
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From: Dave Easley [mailto:davefeasley@hotmail.com]  
Sent: �riday, November 14, 2014 1:00 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information� �im.�elch@la.gov� �eff Wells� dnr.info@la.gov 
Subject: RE: correction, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

4th from last paragraph: should be "up is down and down is up" 

 
From: davefeasley@hotmail.com 
To: dnrinfo@la.gov; jim.welch@la.gov; jeff.wells@la.gov; dnr.info@la.gov 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
Date: Fri, 14 Nov 2014 18:29:38 +0000 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  
Email: jim.welch@la.gov  
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  
Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  
Engineering - Regulatory Division  
Department of Natural Resources    
State of Louisiana  
P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626 
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"to preserve and enhance the nonrenewable natural 
resources of the state, consisting of land, water, oil, gas, and other minerals, through conservation, regulation, 
management and development to ensure that the state of Louisiana realizes appropriate economic benefit from 
its asset base."
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From: CATCH PATTON [mailto:catchpatton@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:59 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: deny Helis Oil Permit 
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From: Kevin Drews [mailto:soundlodge@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:43 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: DNR DENIED DRILLING PERMITS INFORMATION 

Dear Mr Courreges, 
 
I am writing to ask for specifics on any and all drilling permits that have been 
denied by the DNR (other than for clerical error). Specifically, I am interested in 
knowing about hydraulic fracturing drilling permits. 
 
Is this information available from you? If not, how may I obtain this 
information? I am basically interested in knowing if the DNR has EVER denied 
any drilling permits based on environmental concerns, public opinion, etc.  
 
Thank you for your response, 
 
Kevin Drews 
soundlodge@gmail.com 
15407 Tchefuncte Dr. 
Covington, LA 70433 
(760)774-2606 
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From: Alicia Breaux [mailto:awbreaux@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 4:55 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket # 14-626 Eads Poitevent et al ANo. 1 well 

Dear Sirs, 
  
The people of St. Tammany have spoken well and true about the long term dangers associated 
with fracking. We will not have it. 
  
Considering the availability and quality of water alone, Helis refuses to answer questions about 
the sources of potable water needed in their own estimated 500 million gallons per well. They 
refuse to say exactly where the ponds are located, though they state water will be from 
“ponds” already contracted. We all know they plan hundreds to thousands of wells in St. 
Tammany, yet they refuse to answer ANY questions about the number planned. They refuse to 
answer questions about chemicals to be used and have lied about the chemicals’ effects on the 
environment.  
  
Citizens hope your knowledge about the fracking disasters in the US and across the world will 
inform your decision and you will NOT grant Helis any permits to destroy our environment in St. 
Tammany. The “failure” of BP’s concrete happened when those responsible for ensuring its 
quality deliberately ignored its shortcomings. The fracking industry’s own experts have stated 
that 50% of the cement will fail sooner or later. We cannot afford the odds or the outcome of 
such failures. 
  
The state of Louisiana has insufficient rules or punishments for those who destroy the 
environment. Although Helis has promised to “monitor” water quality before, during and after 
drilling, neither your agency nor Helis has stated how disastrous failures can be redressed. The 
fact is that such disasters cannot be mitigated. Do not leave us vulnerable to yet another oil and 
petroleum industry disaster.  
  
Do not grant a permit. 
  
Thank you, 
Alicia Breaux 
74355 Highway 437 
Covington, LA 70435 
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Read this request 
 
From: Sandra Slifer [mailto:sandraslifer@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket #14-626 

Sandra Slifer
President, League of Women Voters of Louisiana 
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From: Shannon �ritts [mailto:shanfritts@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 1�, 2014 �:21 �M 
To: �im�elsh@la.gov� LDNR Public Information 
Cc: e�oitevent@�oiteventla�.com 
Subject: Docket 14-626 
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From: S�aar, �ohn R [mailto:�ohn.S�aar2@bakerhughes.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 10:36 �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket 14-626, �ads Poitevent et al No. 1 �ell. 
 
On November 12, 2014 I  attended the Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well public 
hearing.  I strongly believe Helis Oil and Gas has gone far and above the requirements set by the 
state of Louisiana in the permitting of this well.  As an Application Engineer with almost 40 
years in the industry specializing in well construction in the Louisiana drilling environment I 
find their well construction practices more than adequate to insure a safe drilling environment 
and protect the surrounding environment. I am also a 30 year resident of St. Tammany Parish 
and very concerned with protecting the pristine environment of the area. I do not see any flaws 
in their proposal and in my professional opinion I feel the permit should be granted to Helis Oil 
and Gas. 

Sincerely,  
 

john.spaar2@bakerhughes.com  
 Advancing Reservoir Performance 
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From: lenny schmidt [mailto:lenny@rscno.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:31 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket 14-626, Eads poitevent et al No1 well 

Docket 14-626, Eads poitevent et al No1 well 

I attended the meeting in the Lakeshore Gym on Wednesday night Nov 12. 
My comments are as follows. 
If there is any concern over the safety of the construction process of the 
well, it is not up to Hellis to decide if it should be allowed. The neighbors are 
generally the ones who have to agree to allow the construction to proceed. If 
the location was zoned for the construction of a well that would not be the 
case, but I understand it is not.  
Has a variance been applied for and approved by the parish to construct a 
well on this property? If not that process should be completed before the 
DNR gives Hellis a permit. 

Leonard Schmidt 
CEO 

 
5736 Citrus Blvd Suite 101 
New Orleans, La. 70123 
www.rscno.com 
504-734-3773 

 
Please print only as needed 
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From: Isabel �anders [mailto:isabelwsanders@�mail.com]  
Sent: �unday, November 16, 2014 �:�6 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Re: D���E� No. 14-626 
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From: �aters � David [mailto:watersanddavid@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 3:2� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket No. 14-626��elis 
 
I write this email in support of granting a drilling permit for Helis Oil Company’s project in St. Tammany. 
 
For such a highly publicized project and community hearing, Wednesday night’s very low turnout of 300 
permit opponents seems to indicate that the majority of the Parishes 250,000 plus residents are okay 
with allowing Helis to move forward. 
 
Furthermore, as a landowner of several small parcels of land in Caddo, Natchitoches and St. Tammany 
Parishes my belief is that by denying the permit, the Office of Conservation could thus usurp my mineral 
rights in a similar circumstance. 
 
Helis is a responsible company and has demonstrated it has every legal right to receive a drilling permit 
from your office. 
 
Thank you, 
Peter B. Waters  
 
Waters & David Co. 
504-866-8484 
www.watersanddavid.com 
 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 
 
From: bornenorthshore@aol.com [mailto:bornenorthshore@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 7:21 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Drilling permit in St. Tammany Parish 
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From: Margie Vicknair [mailto:nolamargie@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:05 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: Scott Eustis; Matt Rota 
Subject: RE: Drilling permit request by Helis Oil in St. Tammany Parish, Engineering Docket 14-626 
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From: Serena [mailto:itsg2bq@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:13 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jim Welsh 
Subject: Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626 
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FYI 
 
From: Susan Tyler [mailto:susanjune09@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 02, 2014 2:43 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No 14-626 
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Mr. James H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
dnrinfo@la.gov  
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FYI 
 
From: Charles Sapp [mailto:cwssjt08@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 02, 2014 2:31 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, et al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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Mr. James H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
PO Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9275 
 
dnrinfo@la.gov  
 

 
 

 
 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 
 
From: Barbara Jackson [mailto:barbinabita@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 4:04 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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From: Barbara Jackson [mailto:barbinabita@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:16 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information; Jeff Wells 
Subject: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field, Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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From: Mark Sagerholm [mailto:marksagerholm@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:58 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket # 14-626 / Helis Drilling Permit 
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FYI 
 
From: Victoria Benitez [mailto:vbenitez@charter.net]  
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 9:50 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering docket 14-626 
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From: CHRISTINE KIVETT [mailto:chriskivett@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 3:33 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitenent et al No. 1 well 
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From: Renate Heurich [mailto:renateheurich350@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 2:17 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
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From: cajdance@aol.com [mailto:cajdance@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:56 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
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From: philcynth@aol.com [mailto:philcynth@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:16 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: re: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 

November 17, 2014 
  
Office of Conservation  
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
  

Re: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
  
To Whom It May Concern:
  
The following are my comments regarding the permit request referenced above.   
  
As a long-standing member of the St. Tammany Parish community, I have been concerned 
about this request for fracking and/or any drilling permits in this parish, for a variety of 
reasons, primarily because we are a community where a single-source aquifer is the basis 
for our water.  When I attended the hearing regarding this, I heard that there is still a 
chance, no matter how small, that the aquifer could be contaminated. (The anti-fracking 
witness, Mr. Quarles, said that the aquifer is stratified into various layers of rock and sand, 
and there were no guarantees as to safety in the drilling at all, as any piece along the pipe 
and casing could fail.)  While many believe that we are desperate for oil and gas, we truly 
will die as a community without water. Even the phrase “Water is the new oil” was the basis 
for a news article this week on “60 Minutes”.
  
Another reason for the concern is that the oil company mentioned that 5.8 million gallons of 
water are used on each individual well (and we still have no idea about how many wells that 
they might be interested in drilling).  There also was a puzzle (no definitive answers given 
from Helis) as to from where this water would be obtained.  A vague answer of “ponds on 
the land” was given, yet no one seemed to have an answer as to where these were located, 
how many there “might” be, how much water “might” be in them, or if indeed they might be 
fed from any of our beautiful waterways - streams, bayous and rivers - or even if any ponds 
existed at all!  This in and of itself was alarming and cause for pausing for further answers 
and/or investigation by the DNR.  
  
If indeed the DNR protects our natural resources, let us not forget about the soil, forests, 
wetlands, abundant wildlife and other plants on these 20,000 acres that would be polluted 
and contaminated for generations to come.  As the St. Tammany League of Women Voters 
expressed, St. Tammany is NOT “an industrialized parish”, and this community does not 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



want to become one either. (see �oogle Earth tour of well pads clustered in other areas for 
what this would look like to this Parish if allowed to go 
forward  �.https://www.youtube.com/watch?noredirect=1&v=7jN6TSSPZwU&app=desktop) 
  
Furthermore, while no mention was made regarding earthquakes, how ironic that, the day 
after the DNR hearing, there was a magnitude 4.8 earthquake in the region of 3 states 
where hydraulic fracturing is most active!  (see USA Today - 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/11/12/kansas-oklahoma-
earthquake/18939417/).
  
With an acknowledged 50-50 chance for success in this operation; with no answers 
regarding from where water would come to drill the well; with any chance, no matter how 
remote, that our precious aquifer could be contaminated; and with a community clearly 
against these operations, there is no way that the State could authorize any such permits 
for fracking and/or drilling in this area. 
  
Please consider the needs and values of this community and that water IS the most 
precious resource we have here, in so many ways.  And please come take a ride on the 
Bayou with us, to see first-hand the true beauty, values and resources of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cynthia Schmidt  
59275 Pine Bay Lane 
Lacombe, LA 70445 
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November �7, 20�4 

�ffice of Conservation  
�ngineering Division 
P.�. Bo� 94275  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re� �ngineering Docket �4-�2�, �ads Poitevent et al No. � well 

To Whom It �ay Concern� 

The following are my comments regarding the permit request referenced 
above.   

As a long-standing member of the St. Tammany Parish community, I have 
been concerned about this request for fracking and/or any drilling permits in 
this parish, for a variety of reasons, primarily because we are a community 
where a single-source aquifer is the basis for our water.  When I attended 
the hearing regarding this, I heard that there is still a chance, no matter how 
small, that the aquifer could be contaminated. (The anti-fracking 
witness, �r. �uarles, said that the aquifer is stratified into various layers of 
rock and sand, and there were no guarantees as to safety in the drilling at 
all, as any piece along the pipe and casing could fail.)  While many believe 
that we are desperate for oil and gas, we truly will die as a community 
without water. �ven the phrase “Water is the new oil” was the basis for a 
news article this week on “60 Minutes”.

Another reason for the concern is that the oil company mentioned that 5.8 
million gallons of water are used on each individual well (and we still have 
no idea about how many wells that they might be interested in drilling).
There also was a puzzle (no definitive answers given from �elis) as to from 
where this water would be obtained.  A vague answer of “ponds on the land” 
was given, yet no one seemed to have an answer as to where these were 
located, how many there “might” be, how much water “might” be in them, 
or if indeed they might be fed from any of our beautiful waterways - 
streams, bayous and rivers - or even if any ponds e�isted at all!  This in and 
of itself was alarming and cause for pausing for further answers and/or 
investigation by the DNR.  

If indeed the DNR protects our natural resources, let us not forget about the 
soil, forests, wetlands, abundant wildlife and other plants on these 20,000 
acres that would be polluted and contaminated for generations to come.  As 
the St. Tammany League of Women �oters e�pressed, St. Tammany is N�T 
“an industrialized parish”, and this community does not want to become one 
either. (see �oogle �arth tour of well pads clustered in other areas for what 
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this would look like to this Parish if allowed to go forward
�.https://www.youtu�e.com/watch�noredirect�1���7��������w��app�desktop) 

Furthermore, while no mention was made regarding earthquakes, how ironic 
that, the day after the DNR hearing, there was a magnitude 4.8 earthquake 
in the region of 3 states where hydraulic fracturing is most active! (see USA 
Today - http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/11/12/kansas-oklahoma-
earthquake/18939417/).

With an acknowledged 50-50 chance for success in this operation; with no 
answers regarding from where water would come to drill the well; with any 
chance, no matter how remote, that our precious aquifer could be 
contaminated; and with a community clearly against these operations, there 
is no way that the State could authorize any such permits for fracking and/or 
drilling in this area. 

Please consider the needs and values of this community and that water IS 
the most precious resource we have here, in so many ways.  And please 
come take a ride on the Bayou with us, to see first-hand the true beauty, 
values and resources of St. Tammany Parish. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Schmidt  
59275 Pine Bay Lane 
Lacombe, LA 70445 
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From: Scott Tammy [mailto:tscott@san.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:35 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
Just say “NO” to the Fracking Permit. 
 
The US does not need any further permits to for Fracking.  This is Not about energy this is about the 
almighty “$”. 
 
Renewable energy is here in many different forms and it is here to stay.  We do not need Hydraulic 
Fracturing.  It has been shown to be detrimental to the environment. 
 

1. Pollutes the air 
2. Pollutes the water with toxic elements 
3. Wastes fresh drinking water.  The water they use to Frack is fresh and most people are 

aware several states are in severe draught.  Don’t make yours one of them on purpose. 
4. Causes Seismic activity. 

 
 
This is just the beginning of what fracking can and will do to your    home. 
 
Did you know that over 30,000 gallons of diesel fuel was used to frack for oil without 
mandatory federal permits. 
Or How about in California 3 billion gallons of fracking sludge was illegally dumped into 
California’s drinking water, and farm irrigation aquifers.  This sludge contained  
toxins include high levels of lethal arsenic (carcinogenic and immunodisruptive), thallium 

(an ingredient in rat poison) and nitrates (highly toxic to cattle and other ruminants). 
 
This dumping of toxic sludge from fracking went uncovered by large media.  Why is 

that?  One of the largest water using states in the US has been poisoned and it was not covered. 
 
What will happen when the fracking begins in your area.  Your Aquifers, ground water, 
environment.  If it was covered up in California what do you think will happen in your 
area.  You don’t want to live in one of those city/towns that had to pick up and 
move/disappear because your homeland has become to poison to live in. 
 
More import than the dollars these companies will make is our world. Our 

environment.  Everything we do has a cause and effect.  When our world suffers so does every tree, 
animal and 

person. 
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If not for yourself think of the future. 
 
For those of you who live near and in St. Sammany Parish stand up and say ”NO” permits. 
“NO to Fracking”  save your beautiful spot in our world.  To all others keep watch and if it 
comes to your part of the world “JSSS SSY NO” 
 
For St. Tammany this is the email and docket number I found to email.  If an email or letter 
can help lets help. 
dnrinfoS la.gov 
Engineering Docket 14SS2S, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
 
For those who make the decisions on these permits this is NOT the right things to 
do.  Say no and veto the permit and approvals. 
 
Thank you for your time and Consideration 
Tammara Scott 
“Sndividually we are unique, as a team we are unstoppaSle” 
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From: �rim Darkling [mailto:brandy�27�0@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 10:17 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering docket 14-626, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well. 
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��o�: �ruce Daryl �arton �mailto:baddoggy��gmail.com�  
Sent: �ednesday, November 1�, 2014 4:�� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: EN�INEERIN� D���ET 14-626, �elis �il Drilling Permit 
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For the record 
 
��o�: Dave Easley �mailto:davefeasley��otmail.com�  
Sent: �unday, November 0�, 2014 2:�� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information� �im.welc��la.gov� �eff �ells 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  
Email: jim.welch@la.gov  
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 
Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  
Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  
Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  
Engineering - Regulatory Division  
Department of Natural Resources  
State of Louisiana  
P. O. Box 94275  
Baton Rouge. LA  
70804-9275 
 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626   
 
Dear Mr, Welch and Mr. Wells (Oh, no, that name mightn't bode well for my request 
today!  Maybe your ancestors were named after water wells and not oil wells!) 
 
We don't want Helis's well in St. Tammany Parish!  People on both sides of the issue 
are touting the recent study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences as being is support of their side.   
 
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+htmlhttp://www.pnas.org/content/110/28/11250.full.pdf+html 
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One author even created a fanciful headline stating that the study proved 
that frac�ing doesn't contaminate drin�ing water which would beg the 
question, who is going to frac� without annuluses (annuli�), production 
casings and underground wells, the man-made elements of frac�ing 
found by the study to have failed in instances of contamination�  The 
study clearly traced the contaminated water they studied to frac�ing 
pro�ects in the areas affected.  Only by an im�ossibly strict definition of 
frac�ing, one which includes the fracturing of roc� but not any of the 
actions of men, chemicals and equipment that cause the fracturing, can it 
be said that frac�ing did not contaminate the water.   
 

So, basically,  a company that has been perfect in the past and has plans 
in place to remedy failures in the future might be expected to drill 
without problems in St. Tammany.  Helis is neither such company.  � 
guess you are familiar with the following incident in the �ulf of Mexico 
involving Helis:  (conclusions on pages 15 and 1�)  
 

http://www.bsee.gov/�nspection-and-Enforcement/Accidents-and-
�ncidents/acc�repo/2002/2002-0�2-pdf/ 
 

and this list of Helis EPA violations:   
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/OA/RHC/EPAAdmin.nsf/�ilings/1�2518C745A
C�47�85257BAD001BCADC/��ile/helis.pdf  
 
 

As Mi�e Stagg points out in the letters he and Jan Jummonville wrote, 
the oil industry has been drilling for 100 years and hasn't perfected it 
yet.  We are truly dreaming if we expect them to perfect it �ust in time 
for them to drill through our single source aquifer.  All that ris� for 
what�  So a few people can get rich�  Why would any sensible person 
even consider allowing it�  Are people being paid off or pressured by 
C�A agents into accepting it as a matter of national security even though 
we're already out-producing the Arabs�  Sorry if those two hypothetical 
reasons sound paranoid.  Can you give me a non-paranoid reason why 
anyone should be allowed to drill for oil through a single-source aquifer, 
especially a company with as poor a record as Helis�  
 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



What plans do they have in place in case of a problem�  (This is 
definitely not a paranoid question.  See �ust a handful out of a multitude 
of recent examples below.)  Escaping to China before they can be 
sued�     
 

http://frac�ing.einnews.com/article/2�1979951/dO��e7l�1�m-
vOdu�n�2&code�5CMCg4ac48�ddA�T 
 
http://wvpublic.org/post/dep-september-drilling-accident-contaminated-water-doddridge-county 
 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/29/well�explosion.html 
 

not to mention other things that go wrong around oil and gas drilling.   
 

"A number of 
companies feel that if they drill a little deeper in the TMS (Tuscalousa Marine Shale) , the 
GOR or gas-to-oil ratio will be higher, and gas within the formation may help lift the oil 
out," 

 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2014/10/28/�nvestigators-chec�ing-cause-of-pipeline-fire.html 
 

and things that go very wrong with the air �uality. 
 

http://insideclimatenews.org/news/201410�0/5-state-study-finds-unsafe-
levels-airborne-chemicals-near-oil-and-gas-sites 
 

http://www.independent.co.u�/environment/dangerously-high-levels-of-
airborne-carcinogens-found-at-us-frac�ing-sites-982�58�.html 
 
http://www.businessinsider.com/frac�ing-leaving-radioactive-pollution-in-pa-201�-10 
 

�n signing off � respectfully urge you both to please do the sensible thing 
and re�ect this application to drill and � want to say that � agree with 
every point in the following letter by Jummonville and Stagg. 
 

Dave Easley 

Covington LA 
 
Dear Mr. Welsh and Mr. Wells, 
On behalf of my �amily, �riends and the Citi�ens of St. Tammany Parish, � am opposed to the issuance of a drilling permit to 
Helis Oil & �as, LLC on the Eads Poitevant et al well location in the Lacombe Bayou �ield referenced in the above permit 
applications. 
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Based on the opinions of many well �nown and respected scientist and environmentalist and citi�ens who have witnessed the 
effects of drilling, � oppose this extremely high ris� operation with low chances of success documented by company and energy 
industry experts familiar with the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale formations. 
Hellis’ own representatives have ac�nowledged that their chances of success in stri�ing oil in the shale below and around the 
proposed drilling site are no better than 50-50. Based on recent industry-backed studies, Helis’ offer to drill only a vertical well in 
order to run additional tests on the formation before they begin the use of hydraulic fracturing ("frac�ing") is no assurance or 
guaranty that our groundwater will not be contaminated in areas where frac�ing has been proposed. 
A recent report issued by researchers at The Ohio State �niversity involving wor� conducted by researchers at Du�e, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the �niversity of Rochester determined that groundwater contamination in frac�ing areas was attributable to 
faulty production casings. Their findings were published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. �n Science 
Daily the leader of the study, Thomas Darrah, Assistant Professor of Earth Sciences, Ohio State �niversity, stated: 
"There is no question that in many instances elevated levels of natural gas are naturally occurring, but in a subset of cases, there 
is also clear evidence that there were human causes for the contamination. However our data suggests that where contamination 
occurs, it was caused by poor casing and cementing in the wells."Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page 2 of    5 
Email: �eff.Wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
While the findings might have the effect of allaying some concerns about frac�ing, Darrah and Researchers from Du�e, Stanford, 
Dartmouth and the University of Rochester’s report is actually an indictment of the oil and gas drilling industry because the 
concrete casings used in virtually every drill �ob have been there for decades. 
�or nearly a century of drilling activity in Louisiana alone, the industry has not been willing or able to master the essential wor� 
of producing reliable cement �obs on casings, leaving my family, friends and the citi�ens of St. Tammany parish with the 
inescapable fact that groundwater contamination is a natural byproduct of oil and gas drilling. 
Our Parish of St. Tammany is noted for the great quality of our natural spring water. We sit at the southern edge of the Southern 
Hills Aquifer, which is the sole source of drin�ing water not only for our family, friends, but for all of its citi�ens and businesses. 
The Southern Hills Aquifer supplies water not only to our Parish, but the homes and businesses of a millions of people living 
between Baton Rouge and Slidell and as far north as Jac�son, Mississippi. 
Fracking is Oil Companies’ industriali�ed approach to extraction of oil and gas. The Oil companies tout the Tuscaloosa Marine 
Shale as "the next Ba��en field", the large shale oil field that straddles the border of Montana and North Da�ota. There are at 
least �0,000 oil and gas wells drilled in that thinly populated area of those two states. 
There are more citi�ens living in Baton Rouge than in all of North Da�ota. Should oil and gas companies be allowed similar 
levels of drilling activity across the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale, their drilling would not only contaminate our sole source of 
drin�ing water, it would fundamentally alter the ecology and culture of our region. 
This permit sought by Helis is the tip of the tip of the iceberg. �f there is any hint of success with their first well, larger and many 
more oil and gas companies will �oin the foray demanding permits to drill in our St. Tammany Parish. 
There is no compelling economic argument to be made for the exploitation of whatever oil and gas can be found in the shale 
beneath St. Tammany Parish. Oil and gas companies are well aware of and have taken advantage of Louisiana’s two-year 
severance tax exemption on hori�ontal drilling. �t is clear that Louisiana, Parish and local governments stand to ma�e virtually no 
money off severance taxes. Royalties due local governments will be non-existent as a result of the oil and gas companies’ right to 
the two-year severance tax exemptions, a well documented ongoing fact. 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page � of    5 
Email: �eff.Wells@la.gov 
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State of Louisiana 
The oil companies promise of �obs for St. Tammany Parish is bait. There will be no such �obs coming to St. Tammany as a result 
of this drilling. We will be no different than Mississippi where the "man camps" have been constructed for drilling activities. The 
undisputed facts are wor�ers have been imported for those “man camps” for drilling. 
Helis has given no indication where they will obtain the millions of gallons of water they will need to conduct frac�ing 
operations at this and other well sites they might develop. They have provided no information as to where they will dispose of the 
millions of gallons of contaminated frac�ing water ("produced water") that results from those operations. There are no rules in 
place in Louisiana to govern the disposal of water used in frac�ing. The fact that this water has been declared by Congress to be 
"non-ha�ardous" is of no consequence as that is a legal definition that completely ignores the actual chemical ma�eup of the 
water. 
We �now from the nearly 100 years of experience with this industry in our state, that unless they are required to ta�e steps to 
protect our air and water, they will not. 
�n particular, Helis has a record of ignoring the Safety Regulations in Willow Cove, LA, St. Martin Parish, North East of 
Crowley, North West of Lafayette and South West of Opelousas. Contrary to their Representatives who claim Helis is not a threat 
to our water supply, Helis violated 10 Safety Regulations and entered a Consent Judgment on �/2�/201� signed by Helis 
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Production Manager, David Mc�night, in the Matter of Helis Oil & �as Company, LLC, Respondent, regarding the Willow 
Cove �acility, Case No. CW A-0�-201�-4815. A synopsis of this Judgment and 10 violations are: 
On �ebruary 27, 201�, the EPA inspected the facility and found Helis failed to fully implement its SPCC plan for the Willow 
Cove facility as follows: 
1.             Helis failed to conduct inspections and tests in accordance with written procedure, failed to �eep written records and 
tests signed by the appropriate supervisor or inspector and failed to �eep them with the SPCC Plan for a period of three years. 
Specifically the facility tan� inspection forms are not for individual tan�s, the inspection forms are generic with missing required 
information and the facility is not inspecting the interstitial space in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.7(e). 
2.             Helis failed to designate a person as accountable for discharge prevention at the facility that reports to facility 
management in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.7(f) (2). 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources State of Louisiana 
October 25, 2014 Page 4 of    5 
Email: �eff.Wells@la.gov 
Mr. Jeffrey Wells, Permits & Reservoir Section Manager Engineering - Regulatory Division Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana 
�. 
4. 
5. 
�. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Helis failed to provide a discussion on brittle fracture evaluation of field- constructed aboveground containers conducted after 
tan� repair, alterations, reconstruction, or change in service that might affect the ris� of a discharge in accordance with 40 C�R � 
112.7(�). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan the handling of dump vales that are apart of separators and treaters to equip facility to prevent 
discharge of oil in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.11(D). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan suitable corrosion protection for containers. Specifically, the plan only discusses corrosion 
protection for piping and not the containers in accordance with 40 CPR � 112.11 (�). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan and to conduct testing and inspection of pollution prevention equipment and systems conducted on 
a scheduled periodic basis commensurate with the complexity, conditions, and circumstances of the facility and any other 
applicable regulations. Additionally, the facility failed to discuss in plan and conduct simulated discharges used for testing and 
inspecting human and equipment pollution control and countermeasure systems. Specifically, the facility failed to discuss the 
testing of the sump system and the facility failed to �eep records on testing in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.ll(�). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained regarding the method of activation or control, such as pressure 
differential, change in fluid or flow conditions, combination of pressure and flow or manual or remote control mechanisms. The 
facility failed to discuss in plan how records are maintained for the pressure safety valve (PS�) test in accordance with 40 CPR � 
112.11�). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan blowout prevention assembly and well control system installation before drilling below casing 
string and during wor� over operations, and failed to discuss if blowout prevention assembly and well control system was capable 
of controlling any well-head pressure that maybe encountered while on the well in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.ll(�). 
Helis failed to discuss in plan adequate protection of sub-marine piping against environmental stresses. Specifically, the plan 
failed to discuss how submerged piping and appurtenances are protected in accordance with 40 C�R � 112.1 �(O). 
Email: dnrinfo.la.gov 
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10. 
Helis failed to discuss in plan and failed to conduct periodic inspections or tests, at a regular schedule on sub-marine piping and 
appurtenances for failure prevention and failed to maintain records of inspections or tests in accordance with 40 C�R � 
112.11(P).19. Respondent's failure to fully implement its SPCC plan for the facility violated 40 C�R � 112.�, and impacted its 
ability to prevent an oil spill." 
As a result, Carl Edlund, P.E. Director, Superfund Division of the EPA signed this ��NAL ORDER on 7/10/201�, ordering Helis 
to pay a fine of �12,100.00 to the Environmental Protection Agency: 
"Pursuant to Section �ll(b)(�) of the Act, �� �SC � l�2l(b)(�) and the delegated authority of the undersigned, and in accordance 
with the "Consolidated Rules of Practice �overning the Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties, �ssuance of Compliance or 
Corrective Action Orders, and the Revocation, Termination or Suspension of Permits," codified at 40 C�R Part 22, the forgoing 
Consent Agreement is hereby approved and incorporated by reference into this �inal Order, and the Stipulations by the parties 
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and Allegations by the Complainant are adopted as �indings in this �inal Order. The Respondent is ordered to comply with the 
terms of the Consent Agreement." 
�n summary, we have no guarantee that there will be sufficient �obs, if any, for our citi�ens. Helis has the right and can easily 
avoid state, parish or local tax revenue through Louisiana’s two-year severance tax exemption� Helis has demonstrated it’s lack of 
compliance with lawful safety procedures. There is no guarantee from Helis that there will be no contamination of our sole water 
supply. �et, we are being as�ed to assume the ris� of the contamination of our groundwater and the pollution of our air, including 
the ris� of methane lea�s, and a wide range of toxic chemicals put in the ground during frac�ing, in exchange for the extremely 
short-term financial gains of Helis and the Poitevant family. No monetary value can be attached to our clean air and water and the 
natural beauty to which all of us are entitled. 
WE HA�E NO ALTERNAT��E SO�RCE O� DR�N��N� WATER, CANNOT A��ORD TO HA�E O�R 
�RO�NDWATER CONTAM�NATED B� DR�LL�N� ACT���T�ES O� AN� ��ND AND DEMAND THAT �O�, AS A 
REPRESENTAT��E O� ALL THE PEOPLE O� ST. TAMMAN� PAR�SH AND THE S�RRO�ND�N� PAR�SHES, DEN� 
TH�S PERM�T! Than� you for your service in protecting St. Tammany Parish. 
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For the record 
 
��o�: �andra Doney �mailto:swdoney�ya�oo.com�  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 10:28 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
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From: �ave Easley �mailto�davefeasley�hotmail.com�  
Sent: �riday, November 14, 2014 12��0 PM 
To: L�NR Public Information� �im.welch�la.gov� �eff Wells� dnr.info�la.gov 
Subject: Engineering �ocket No. 14��2� 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  

Email: jim.welch@la.gov  

Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  

Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  

State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  

Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  

Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  

Engineering - Regulatory Division  

Department of Natural Resources    

State of Louisiana  
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P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626 
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"to preserve and enhance the nonrenewable natural 
resources of the state, consisting of land, water, oil, gas, and other minerals, through conservation, regulation, 
management and development to ensure that the state of Louisiana realizes appropriate economic benefit from 
its asset base."
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From: William B. Rudolf [mailto:wrbiloxi@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:36 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
 
I am writing in full support of the prompt issuance by the Department of Conservation of the Drilling 
Permit to commence drilling of the Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well located in St. Tammany Parish, LA.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William B. Rudolf 
112 Stella Street 
Metairie, LA  70001 
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From: Peter McEnery [mailto:Peter@mceneryco.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:29 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
 
Dear Mr. Henry, 
 
Pursuant to your letter of advisement, as representative of Mr. James “Jim” H. Welsh dated September 
30, 2014, regarding the Request for Hearing and Public Comment Period, I attach herewith my 
comments. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter M. McEnery 
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From: Hunter Charbonnet [mailto:hcharbo1@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:26 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626 Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
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From: garrett acquistapace [mailto:gpace15@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:10 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; drilling Permit application, Eads Poitevant et al No. 1 Well 
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Hon. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

PO BOX 94275 

BATON Rouge, LA 70804 

 RE: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevant et al No.1 Well 

 

Dear Commisioner: 

I would like to offer my thoughts about the Helis proposal for a drilling permit in St. Tammany Parish.  I 
am in full support of the project.  I believe being a landowner and the owner of minerals comes the right 
to be able to lease your property for the possibility of oil production. I believe that is part of the 
“American Dream”.   I understand that there has been over 2,000 wells drilled in the Northern part of 
the State in the Haynesville Shale area, and I have not heard of any major problems. I also understand 
there are some citizens in St. Tammany who are opposed to the project because of having to drill 
through the drinking water aquifer, but the same aquifer has been drilled though and hydraulically 
fractured numerous times in Tangipahoa Parish.  I trust the State Department of Natural Resources will 
do an excellent job of making sure that Helis and any company afterwards that may drill in St. Tammany 
Parish will abide by all State regulations to extract oil and gas as safely and effectively as possible.  

On another note, being a lifelong citizen of St. Tammany Parish I believe the economic impact will be 
wonderful for the community. I have experienced in my life many people who grew up here leaving to 
go to Texas and other States to find high paying jobs. I know if the Oil industry were to produce oil here 
it would bolster the economy and produce many high paying and quality jobs.   

 

Thanks for Your Time, 

 

Garrett Acquistapace 
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From: Patrick Martin [mailto:mart139@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:07 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 
Attached please find my letter in support of the drilling permit application. 
 
I am also sending the same by U. S. mail. 
 
Pat Martin 
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From: Ann �lossman [mailto:annblossman@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 1�, 2014 6:21 AM 
To: �im Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
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From: �heat�ood, Roy [mailto:rcheat�ood@bakerdonelson.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 2:�3 PM 
To: �im Welsh 
Cc: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
 
I am a resident of St. Tammany Parish. I fully support Helis’ permit application. I believe that the project 
in the best interests of the  
citizens of the parish. 
Roy Cheatwood 
104 Acadian Ln. 
Mandeville, La. 70471 
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From: dayna ann gessler [mailto:daynaann@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 4:58 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking
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My research sho� s me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance � ith the 
highest industry standards and in accordance al� ays � ith legal and regulatory 
re�uirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure � ells, including �i� a nomination 
by �ederal offshore regulators for the � ational “����” �ward for its safety and 
environmental performance record; �ii� a commendation �y the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental � uality for its � ork remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed �y a prior operator, � hich recognized that Helis 
�� ent a�ove and �eyond� in its efforts;  �iii� a � S Coast � uard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and �iv� numerous annual safety a� ards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation� 

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
These types of � ells are not ne�  to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as � ell as in the � ulf and 
in Louisiana � aters and kno� s ho�  to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
�est standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance � ith 
all legal and regulatory re�uirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed � ith St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
� ell drilling and fracking protections Louisiana la�  and regulations enforced �y 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled � ith the stringent la� s 
and regulations enforced �y your office, give me comfort that Helis � ill drill, 
compete and produce its � ell under the highest and �est practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation �y Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe � ays that Helis � ill employ in connection � ith its proposed 
� ell, please see http:��� � � .helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��� � � .youtu�e.com�� atch�v�LP�s�r8c�Jk.
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One significant � ay that Helis has sho� n its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement �ystem (called “��� �”) for its operations in the �arish� � hat ��� � 
means for Helis� �t� �ammany well is this�  

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion 
operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and 
given full safety �riefings, and   

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop � ork on any operation if he 
or she deems it unsafe.

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the � ater, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its � ell. 
That means that the Southern Hills A�uifer � ill �e protected �y three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally re�uired t� o strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its e�uipment going to and from the  � ellsite,  air and � ater 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This sho� s me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of �t� 
Tammany Parish. 

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am a� are that hydraulic fracturing of � ells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas � ells have �een safely operated � ith this process 
�eing employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � �� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security. 

Many thousands of � ells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have �een completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not ne�  to 
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this area. As you are a� are, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles a� ay and drilling is no�  going on safely through the Southern Hills 
A�uifer� the same a�uifer Helis � ill drill through and protect--  in neigh�oring 
Tangipahoa Parish � ithout any incident at all. �racking operations are a�out to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credi�le evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
� ater supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana sho�  that there are no air, � ater �uality or health 
pro�lems reported from any fracked � ell in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis � ill employ techni�ues that � ill protect the Southern Hills 
A�uifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, �ecause the Southern Hills A�uifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking � ater, no oil and gas activities should �e allo� ed. 
Ho� ever, � hile the Southern Hill A�uifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh � ater for many, it nevertheless must �e ackno� ledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas � ells have �een drilled through it over the 
past 50 years � ith no resulting contamination.

Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet�  As the 
�outhern Hills ��uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
�elo�  the a�uifer, providing a significant safeguard to the a�uifer. Several peer-
revie� ed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh � ater a�uifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��� � � .nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
� ell-leaks-not-fracking-for-� ater-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis � ill 
separate oil from the Southern Hills A�uifer �y three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh � ater � ould 
come in contact � ith each other. Corrosion issues, if they � ere ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production� �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tu�ing � ill �e lo� er than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills A�uifer; therefore, if communication �et� een the productive 
tu�ing and the a�uifer occurred, � ater � ould flo�  into the tu�ing and no oil 
could flo�  into the Southern Hills A�uifer.   
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As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study �y the � niversity of 
Colorado at Boulder pu�lished recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas �including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states� contains chemicals in su�stances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking �surfactants, � hich �reaks surface tension to 
allo�  oil to �e extracted� are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pu�s.acs.org�doi�a�s�10.1021�ac50216�k 
and   http:��� � � .� ashingtonpost.com�ne� s�morning-
mix�� p�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�.

�he �iti�ens of �ouisiana and St� �amman� �arish Will �enefit Economicall� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

 

I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 �usinesses and thousands of 
employees in the � orthshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the issuance 
of the drilling permit, along � ith the West St. Tammany Cham�er of Commerce, 
� hich represents 1,000 mem�ers and their �0,000 employees, � hich also strongly 
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supports Helis� plans� �ignificantly� the � orthshore �usiness Council�s 
endorsement of Helis � as �oined �y all of the follo� ing regional �usiness groups, 
� hich represent hundreds of thousands of �o�s in this area also sternly support 
Helis� drilling permit and plans�

�or the full text of the announcement, please see 
http:��gnoinc.org�ne� s�pu�lications�press-release�regional-�usiness-community-
stands-�ehind-northshore-�usiness-council-in-support-of-energy-industry�
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As Helis has agreed to go a�ove and �eyond already-esta�lished safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
� ith its proposed � ell that � ill protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
� eighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
�rief time Helis is drilling its � ell against the significant economic �enefits that 
� ill accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish �y � ay of high �uality �o�s, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
� ithout delay.

Respectfully Su�mitted,

Dayna Ann � essler-Poitevent
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From: Porter, Cheairs [mailto:cporter@harriswilliams.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 2:38 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  
 
Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation  

Office of Conservation 

Engineering Division 

P.O. Box 94275 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany. 

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
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environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation �y the �ouisiana 
Department of Environmental � uality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed �y a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
�went a�ove and �eyond� in its efforts;  (iii) a � S �oast � uard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
fro�  the �ouisiana � or�ers� �o� �ensation �or�oration�  

� elis� has also drilled � any wells si� ilar to the one it �ro�oses to drill in the �ast� 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to �ouisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than �� years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the � ulf and 
in �ouisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 

� elis� drilling and fra��ing will be done in stri�t a��ordan�e with the highest and 
�est standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections �ouisiana law and regulations enforced �y 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced �y your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and �est practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation �y Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http���www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https���www.youtu�e.com�watch�v��P�s�r�cq�k. 

� ne significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anage� ent Syste�  ��alled “SE� S”� for its o�erations in the �arish� � hat SE� S 
� eans for � elis� St� �a� � any well is this�   

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations. 

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety �riefings, and    
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iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe. 

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will �e protected �y three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra � ile” to show its res�e�t for the �eo�le and resour�es of St� 
Tammany Parish.  

�������� ��  ���� ��� ��������� ��� � ��� � �� � ���  ��� �������� � ���� ������� 

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1�4�, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have �een safely operated with this process 
�eing employed. � verall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the � S� relian�e on foreign sour�es 
of supply and enhanced American security.  

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have �een completed in shale formations in �ouisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 4� miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neigh�oring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are a�out to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany. 

I have also found no credi�le evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in �ouisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in �ouisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
pro�lems reported from any fracked well in �ouisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 

Some have said that, �ecause the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should �e allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
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and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must �e acknowledged that at 
the same time over �,��� oil and gas wells have �een drilled through it over the 
past �� years with no resulting contamination. 

� elis� well will be drilled to a de�th of a��ro�i� ately ������ feet�  As the 
Southern � ills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� � elis� well will be ����� feet 
�elow the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http���www.nytimes.com�2�14����16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer �y three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. �orrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would ha��en � any years after � elis� well is �la�ed on �rodu�tion� �y that ti� e, 
the pressure in the production tu�ing will �e lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication �etween the productive 
tu�ing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tu�ing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study �y the � niversity of 
�olorado at �oulder pu�lished recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from �ouisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in su�stances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which �reaks surface tension to 
allow oil to �e extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. � ther 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http���pu�s.acs.org�doi�a�s�1�.1�21�ac��216�k 
and   http���www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2�14�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�. 

��� �������� �� ��������� ��� ��� ��� � ��� ������ � ��� ������� ������ ������ �� 
Helis’ S�ccess 
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�racking  has provided numerous �o�s in �ouisiana and have greatly aided 
�ouisiana�s e�ono� y and its re�enues by way of bonuses� royalties and se�eran�e 
tax. �or evidence of this, please see the  recent study �y highly respected �S�  
economist Dr. �oren Scott, entitled “�he Energy Se�tor� Still a � iant E�ono� i� 
Engine for the �ouisiana E�ono� y”� � is re�ort dra� ati�ally shows the huge 
economic �enefits that the �ouisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http���www.growlouisianacoalition.com��log�wp-
content�uploads�2�14�����oren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar �enefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
 
� also �annot ignore the re�ent strong endorse� ent of � elis� well by the 
Northshore �usiness �ouncil-- representing 6� �usinesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly su��orts �elis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany �ham�er of 
�ommerce, which represents 1,��� mem�ers and their ��,��� employees, which 
also strongly su��orts � elis� �lans� Significantly, the Northshore �usiness 
�oun�il�s endorse� ent of � elis was �oined by all of the following regional 
�usiness groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �o�s in this area also 
sternly su��ort � elis� drilling �er� it and �lans� 

� �usiness �ouncil of New � rleans and the �iver �egion 
� � reater New � rleans, Inc. 
� Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
� �efferson �usiness �ouncil 
� �efferson �ham�er of �ommerce 
� �efferson Parish Economic Development �ommission 
� New � rleans �ham�er of �ommerce 
� Plaquemines Association of �usiness and Industry 
� �iver �egion �ham�er of �ommerce 
� St. �ernard �ham�er of �ommerce 
� St. Tammany Economic Development �oundation 
� St. Tammany Home�uilders Association 
� Southeast �egional �oalition of �usiness �ouncils 
� Tangipahoa Economic Development �oundation 
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� Washington Economic Development �oundation�1� 
 

�or the full text of the announcement, please see 
http���gnoinc.org�news�pu�lications�press-release�regional-�usiness-community-
stands-�ehind-northshore-�usiness-council-in-support-of-energy-industry� 

As Helis has agreed to go a�ove and �eyond already-esta�lished safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
�rief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic �enefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish �y way of high quality �o�s, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 

�espectfully Su�mitted, 

�heairs Porter 
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From: J. Ollie Edmunds [mailto:ollie@deltapac.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:38 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: FW: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 
1 Well 
 
 
 
From: J. Ollie Edmunds  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:34 AM 
To: 'jim.welsh@la.gov'; 'dnrinfo@lal.gov' 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation, Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275, Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
 
Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 
Well 
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
 
I support those who have urged you to grant the application for the drilling of the proposed 
Helis/Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish.    
 
I am a retired orthopaedic surgery professor at Tulane Medical School in New Orleans.   I have 
invested in pine forestland with mineral rights in St. Tammany Parish near the proposed Helis 
well.   The anti-fracking arguments against this well are spurious.  Your office in the state 
government is the proper agency to make this decision, not the Parish or local government.   
 
I encourage you to grant this application for drilling.    
 
J. Ollie Edmunds, MD 
Professor of Orthopaedics 
Chief of Hand and Upper Extremity Surgery 
Tulane University School of Medicine 
Suite 1500 Tidewater Place 
1440 Canal St.   
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New Orleans, LA, 70112 
Office 504-558-0103 
Cell 504-919-3502 
ollie@deltapac.com  
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From: Lucius Butts [mailto:lbutts@TransFinancialCo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:10 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Engineering Docket No.14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No.1 
Well 
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From: Patricia Edmiston [mailto:patedmiston@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:12 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Fracking 

I am writing in opposition to fracking in general but in particular drilling through an aquifer that 
supplies the water for numerous towns in St. Tammany and other parishes.  To begin with there 
is no real need to "dynamite" the earth to extract oil and gas, as there is not a shortage as 
attested by all the idle oil rigs in the gulf. Secondly, creating fractures in the ground causes open 
fissures once the oil and gas is removed and the ground will sink to fill in the opening left 
behind. Unstable soil creates sinking road beds, sink holes, and could possibly cause harm to 
the aquifer. 
 
Finally, if there is any chance even a minimal one that our aquifer will be contaminated by the 
chemicals used to frack the earth then we should not take that chance.  Abita Springs, along 
with other communities, would have to find clean water elsewhere, which would not be an 
easy task.  Clean water is a commodity much like oil but much more precious!  We can continue 
to live without oil but not without clean water. 
 
I implore you to please not approve this or any other fracking project. It is unnecessary, 
unwanted, and to move forward would only benefit the land owner and an oil company. To 
stop this now would benefit thousands of citizens in Louisiana.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia Flad Edmiston 
Sing like no one's listening, dance like no one's watching, love like you've never been hurt.  
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From: ROBERT QUINTANA [mailto:quinrob@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:52 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: fracking in St. Tammany 
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From: robjm [mailto:robjm@mindspring.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 4:03 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Hearing docket No. 14-626- Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
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From: Caroline Robertson [mailto:robercm29@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 11:03 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Hearing docket No. 14-626- Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
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From: Mark E. Inman, CCIM [mailto:marki@cbtec.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:12 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Drilling - Docket 14-626

Mark E. Inman, JD, CPM, CCIM
Vice President
1010 Common Street, Suite 2750
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 566-1777 (Office) 
(504) 293-1329 (Fax)
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From: Julie Poitevent [jpoitevent@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 9:04 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Subject: FW: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC--Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, 
Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804   
 
Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well  
 
Dear Mr. Commissioner:   
 
I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany. 
 
 
Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking 
 
My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation.  
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Helis’ has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments. 
 
Helis’ drilling and fracking will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cqJk. 
 
One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the �arish. What SE� S 
means for Helis’ St. �ammany well is this�   
 
i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion 
operations. 
ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly trained and 
given full safety briefings, and    
iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he 
or she deems it unsafe. 
 
As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
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traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish.  
 
���c��n������S��e��n�����ect��e��n��� ����� ot�� ��� �t�e�Sout�e�n�� �������u��e� 
 
I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.  
 
Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany. 
 
I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish. 
 
Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination. 
Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet.  As the 
Southern Hills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis’ well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
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fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.    
 
In addition, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three 
concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that 
the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, 
if they were ever to occur� would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on 
production. By that time, the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than 
the pressure in the Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between 
the productive tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing 
and no oil could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.    
 
As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k 
and   http:��www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�. 
 
T�e���t��en��o���ou����n���n��St��T�� � �n���������� �����ene��t��cono� �c��������
Helis’ S�ccess 
 
Fracking  has provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have greatly aided 
Louisiana’s economy and its revenues by way of bonuses� royalties and severance 
tax. For evidence of this, please see the  recent study by highly respected LSU 
economist �r. Loren Scott� entitled “�he Energy Sector� Still a Giant Economic 
Engine for the Louisiana Economy”. His report dramatically shows the huge 
economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry.   http:��www.growlouisianacoalition.com�blog�wp-
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content�uploads�2014�07�Loren-Scott-Study.pdf. While there are currently no oil 
and gas wells in the Parish,  I  am confident that, once Helis is granted a drilling 
permit, similar benefits will come to the people and government of St. Tammany 
Parish. 
  
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the issuance 
of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce, 
which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which also strongly 
supports Helis’ plans. Significantly� the Northshore �usiness Council’s 
endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional business groups, 
which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also sternly support 
Helis’ drilling permit and plans� 

 
� Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
� Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
� Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
� Jefferson Business Council 
� Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
� Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
� New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
� Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
� River Region Chamber of Commerce 
� St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
� St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
� St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
� Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
� Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
� Washington Economic Development Foundation�1� 

  
For the full text of the announcement, please see 
http:��gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry� 
 
As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
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weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
Julia B. Poitevent  
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From: Evelyn Poitevent [mailto:epoitevent@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 8:51 PM 
To: Jim Welsh; LDNR Public Information 
Cc: Evelyn Poitevent 
Subject: Helis Oil & Gas, LLC--Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation
Engineering Division
P.O. Box 94275
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking
My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
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Department of Environmental � uality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
�went above and beyond� in its efforts;  (iii) a � S Coast � uard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation� 

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past. 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the � ulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cq�k.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis� St� �ammany well is this�  

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.
ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and   
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iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.

As a further sign of its commitment to protect the water, air and land resources of 
St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. That 
means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St� 
Tammany Parish. 

Fracking i� �afe and Effective and � ill � �t � ar�  t�e ���t�ern � ill� ���ifer
I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the � S� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security. 

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.
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Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet�  As the 
Southern Hills A�uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   

In addition, as Helis will separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three 
concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that 
the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, 
if they were ever to occur� would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on 
production. By that time, the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than 
the pressure in the Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between 
the productive tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing 
and no oil could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.   

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the � niversity of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http:��pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.1021�ac50216�k 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



and   http:��www.washingtonpost.com�news�morning-
mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream�.
 

��e �iti�en� �f ���i�iana and �t� �a� � an� �ari�� � ill �enefit Ec�n�� icall� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

 
I also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis� plans� Significantly, the Northshore Business 
Council�s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �obs in this area also 
sternly support Helis� drilling permit and plans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please see 
http:��gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry�
 

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality �obs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge you to issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

Respectfully Submitted,

Evie Poitevent
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From: Ann Burke [mailto:annpb2@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 10:30 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Oil Drilling - Docket 14-626 
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��o�: Don �aucier �mailto:drs�acadiacom�net�  
Sent: �ednesday, November 12, 2014 11:�� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis Oil Permit in �t� �ammany 
 
As a resident of St. Tammany Parish  I oppose granting a permit to Helis Oil Co. to drill a Hydraulic 
Fracking well near hwy. 1088 for the following reasons : 
1.They claim that the 5 million gallons of fresh water needed to drill the well will not come from our 
rivers or aquifers but from “private ponds “ I ask where are these ponds located and what is the water 
source for these ponds ? 
2.They claim that this is the best site for drilling  in St. Tammany when all factors are considered . Yet 
they have leased almost 60,00 acres in St. Tammany parish for future drilling . How inferior are these 
acres ? 
3.They claim that trucks will carry the salt water from the well to other sites . Where ? Are they using 
salt water injection wells ? Do they have permits for such ? Salt water/oil ratio can be 20/1 for the life of 
the well. 
4.Although the company claims to have an excellent safety record ,this is the first Hydraulic fractured 
well in St. Tammany. Will they use newer techniques such as Schlumberger’s HIWAY flow channel 
fracking technology ? Or Baker Hughes’ FracPoint openhole fracture completion system ? Or FlowTec’s 
Citrus Method avoiding the carcinogenic compounds ? 
 
Frac jobs are inherently dangerous and environmentally catastrophic  when done badly . 
 
Sincerely , 
D.R. Saucier 
400 Live Oak St. 
Mandeville,LA. 70448 
985-502-9881 
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From: �oycelyn Lo�e �mailto:�oycelyn�lo�e�gmail�com�  
Sent: �uesday, November 1�, 2014 6:23 �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: �oycelyn Lo�e 
Subject: Helis Permit 

 
 
joycelyn 
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��o�: robbie �mailto:socorob��otmail�com�  
Sent: ��ursday, November 13, 2014 11:�1 �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Helis �ell, �t� �ammany �ngineering Docket 14-626, �ads Poitevent et al No� 1 

Dear Sirs, 
 
I would like to strongly urge you to deny the permit for the planned fracking well in St. 
Tammany parish, as well as any in the future. We only have one source of water here. That 
goes, we go. Helis has not mentioned anything about water buffalos during any of this process. 
In case you're not sure what a water buffalo is, you can search on the internet, youtube, etc 
"water buffalo Pennsylvania" and see what they are. What has happened in Pennsylvania, 
Wyoming, and a few other places, is that fracking poisoned the water wells in whole 
subdivisions. The state then comes in and makes the people disconnect their water wells. 
Which is understandable, because they don't want whole neighborhoods of people dying. Now 
the people have no water to their homes. Sometimes the state makes the fracking companies 
provide water. They come in and put in these huge water tanks in front of everyone's homes, 
affectionately called water buffaloes by the locals. They are required to fill them every 2 weeks. 
If the people have a large family, they have to be very conserving of the water to make sure it 
doesn't run out in those 2 weeks. After a while, if the well runs dry, the frackers leave and they 
come in and remove the tanks, unless the people want to start paying for them. It costs about 
$125 every 2 weeks to lease and have it filled, so that's another $250 bill these poor people 
have to pay each month. Take in mind this water isn't potable, it's only for cooking, washing 
and flushing. They have to buy their drinking water on top of that. In those places they also 
have to vent their wells so they don't explode because of the methane migration into them 
(which is why they had to be capped off in the first place). A small dripping water leak now 
becomes a gas leak. Several pump houses and at least 1 house have exploded across the 
country from this. Most of the wells in my neighborhood are in peoples garages, so that would 
be extra dangerous for us. People wonder why these people don't move. Well, now that the 
house doesn't have a water supply, no lending institutions will loan against that property, so 
the fracking has basically made their houses almost worthless. A few people with good enough 
credit started buying a second home, and abandoning the 1st home, not paying the mortgage. 
In response to that, real estate contracts now have a check box so you have to disclose if your 
property is within certain distance of a fracking property. Not from the well, from the edge of 
the property. It's already in the real estate disclosure forms in St. Tammany parish. I can 
provide you with a copy of that if needed. So in summary, please deny the permit. 
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Thank you for your concern, 
Robbie Creel 
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��o�: �L Rice III �mailto:al�rice�iii�me�com�  
Sent: �ednesday, November 1�, 2014 11:36 PM 
To: �im �els�� LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Hellis Oil �ell 
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��o�: Nancy �addigan �mailto:nancadd�gmail�com�  
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 2:0� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Hydraulic �racturing �as Drilling in �t� �ammany Paris� 
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From: Chuck O'Neil [mailto:chuck@georgebass.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 9:57 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: I Stand with Helis Oil on Drilling in St. Tammany 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
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by �ederal offshore regulators for the � ational “����” �ward for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation �y the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental � uality for its work remediating and restoring 
�tone �sland due to a pit installed �y a prior operator, which recogni�ed that Helis 
�went a�ove and �eyond� in its efforts;  (iii) a � � Coast � uard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation�

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  �t has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the � ulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
�est standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. �n addition, � understand that Helis has 
agreed with �t. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced �y 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced �y your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and �est practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation �y Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com�and  https:��www.youtu�e.com�watch�v
�LP�s�r8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in �t. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent �afety and Environmental 
� anagement �ystem (called “��� �”) for its operations in the �arish� � hat ��� � 
means for Helis� �t� �ammany well is this� 

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.
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ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety �riefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of �t. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
�hat means that the �outhern Hills Aquifer will �e protected �y three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of �t� 
�ammany Parish.

Fracking i�  �a�� and ����c�i�� and � i�� � �� � ar�  ��� ������rn � i��� ���i��r

� am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have �een safely operated with this process 
�eing employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � �� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are hori�ontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have �een completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the �outhern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neigh�oring 
�angipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are a�out to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of �t. �ammany.

� have also found no credi�le evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. �n fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
pro�lems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. �pecifically, � am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the �outhern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.
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�ome have said that, �ecause the �outhern Hills Aquifer in �t �ammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should �e allowed. 
However, while the �outhern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must �e acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have �een drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet�  As the 
�outhern Hills ��uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
�elow the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. �everal peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. �ee, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of �ciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   �n addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the �outhern Hills Aquifer �y three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production� �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tu�ing will �e lower than the pressure in the 
�outhern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication �etween the productive 
tu�ing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tu�ing and no oil 
could flow into the �outhern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study �y the � niversity of 
Colorado at Boulder pu�lished recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in su�stances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. �he study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which �reaks surface tension to 
allow oil to �e extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, �� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http:��pu�s.acs.org�doi�a�s�10.1021�ac50216�k and  http:��www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



��� �i�i��n� �� ���i�iana and ��� �a� � an� �ari�� � i�� ��n��i� �c�n�� ica��� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

 

� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 �usinesses and thousands of 
employees in the � orthshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West �t. �ammany Cham�er of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 mem�ers and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis� plans� �ignificantly, the Northshore Business 
Council�s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
�usiness groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �o�s in this area also 
sternly support Helis� drilling permit and plans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please 
see http:��gnoinc.org�news�pu�lications�press-release�regional-�usiness-
community-stands-�ehind-northshore-�usiness-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go a�ove and �eyond already-esta�lished safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of �t. �ammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
�rief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic �enefits that 
will accrue to the citi�ens of �t. �ammany Parish �y way of high quality �o�s, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the �t. �ammany Parish  �chool Board and other local governmental 
agencies, � urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

Respectfully �u�mitted,
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From: Chuck O'Neil [mailto:chuck@georgebass.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 9:57 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: I Stand with Helis Oil on Drilling in St. Tammany 

Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
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by �ederal offshore regulators for the � ational “����” �ward for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation �y the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental � uality for its work remediating and restoring 
�tone �sland due to a pit installed �y a prior operator, which recogni�ed that Helis 
�went a�ove and �eyond� in its efforts;  (iii) a � � Coast � uard commendation for 
its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation�

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  �t has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the � ulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
�est standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. �n addition, � understand that Helis has 
agreed with �t. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced �y 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced �y your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and �est practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation �y Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com�and  https:��www.youtu�e.com�watch�v
�LP�s�r8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in �t. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent �afety and Environmental 
� anagement �ystem (called “��� �”) for its operations in the �arish� � hat ��� � 
means for Helis� �t� �ammany well is this� 

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.
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ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety �riefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.

As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of �t. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
�hat means that the �outhern Hills Aquifer will �e protected �y three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of �t� 
�ammany Parish.

Fracking i�  �a�� and ����c�i�� and � i�� � �� � ar�  ��� ������rn � i��� ���i��r

� am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have �een safely operated with this process 
�eing employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � �� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are hori�ontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have �een completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the �outhern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neigh�oring 
�angipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are a�out to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of �t. �ammany.

� have also found no credi�le evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. �n fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
pro�lems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. �pecifically, � am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the �outhern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.
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�ome have said that, �ecause the �outhern Hills Aquifer in �t �ammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should �e allowed. 
However, while the �outhern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must �e acknowledged that at 
the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have �een drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis� well will be drilled to a depth of appro�imately ������ feet�  As the 
�outhern Hills ��uifer e�tends only to ����� feet� Helis� well will be ����� feet 
�elow the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. �everal peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. �ee, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of �ciences at http:��www.nytimes.com�2014�09�16�science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   �n addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the �outhern Hills Aquifer �y three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis� well is placed on production� �y that time� 
the pressure in the production tu�ing will �e lower than the pressure in the 
�outhern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication �etween the productive 
tu�ing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tu�ing and no oil 
could flow into the �outhern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study �y the � niversity of 
Colorado at Boulder pu�lished recently in the respected �ournal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in su�stances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. �he study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which �reaks surface tension to 
allow oil to �e extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, �� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http:��pu�s.acs.org�doi�a�s�10.1021�ac50216�k and  http:��www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp�2014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.
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��� �i�i��n� �� ���i�iana and ��� �a� � an� �ari�� � i�� ��n��i� �c�n�� ica��� �� 
Helis’ S�ccess

 

� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of Helis� well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 �usinesses and thousands of 
employees in the � orthshore region strongly supports Helis� well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West �t. �ammany Cham�er of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 mem�ers and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongly supports Helis� plans� �ignificantly, the Northshore Business 
Council�s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
�usiness groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of �o�s in this area also 
sternly support Helis� drilling permit and plans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please 
see http:��gnoinc.org�news�pu�lications�press-release�regional-�usiness-
community-stands-�ehind-northshore-�usiness-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go a�ove and �eyond already-esta�lished safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of �t. �ammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
�rief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic �enefits that 
will accrue to the citi�ens of �t. �ammany Parish �y way of high quality �o�s, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the �t. �ammany Parish  �chool Board and other local governmental 
agencies, � urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

Respectfully �u�mitted,
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From: Robert Cuppay [mailto:slidellcup@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 8:24 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: no fracking 
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From: �very Munson [mailto:�very.Munson@mammoet.com]  
Sent: ��ursday, November 1�, 2014 11:1� �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Please base your decision on reality for �elis �ell in �t. �ammany 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am a veteran of 20 years in the drilling operations(rig based). 
 
My opinions are based on experience and knowledge of the oil and gas industry.  
 
We all know the productive zones (if verified as such) are thousands of feet below any groundwater / 
reservoirs. IF there could be any migration it would be through lack of well integrity. This , of course, will 
show  while drilling or producing. DNR could require additional Well Integrity Tests if so desired. 
I implore you to follow your mission  prudently judge this project on science, not hysteria. Please rely on 
your standards, guidelines, and industry best practices to allow this project to move forward. 
 
The reality: 
Public opposition is being fanned by those that do not have the knowledge or experience to offer an 
objection based on science. The Hollywood actor will still be able to fish and crab – the children will still 
be safe in school. ( side bar -  Did you ever notice it’s always about the children, no matter what the 
issue?). A heavy rain will introduce more pollutants and hydrocarbons from street runoff than this well 
will. 
Most of LA is a wetland, and permits are routinely issued to prudent operators. 
Helis is a prudent operator. 
DNR oversight is qualified and capable to oversee this project. 
 
Thank you for your service, time and consideration.  
 

Avery Munson 
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From: Da�n Meisc� [mailto:da�nmeisc�@gmail.com]  
Sent: �uesday, November 18, 2014 10:�� �M 
To: robert.m.te�is2@usace.army.mil� �im �els�� LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Please D� N�� allo� �elis to �uild an ��ploratory �ell in �t. �ammany 
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From: Dave �asley [mailto:davefeasley@�otmail.com]  
Sent: �unday, November 1�, 2014 1:�� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information� �im.�elc�@la.gov� �eff �ells� dnr.info@la.gov 
Subject: �uestion regarding docket � 14��2� transcripts. 

Email: dnrinfo@la.gov  

Email: jim.welch@la.gov  

Mr. James H. "Jim" Welsh  

Commissioner of Conservation Department of Natural Resources  

State of Louisiana 

P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

Email: jeff.wells@la.gov  

Mr. Jeffrey Wells,  

Permits & Reservoir Section Manager  

Engineering - Regulatory Division  

Department of Natural Resources    

State of Louisiana  
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P. O. Box 94275  

Baton Rouge. LA  

70804-9275 

 

RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626 

 

Hi, I noticed there was a stenographer transcribing testimony at this hearing.  Can you 
direct me to the transcriptions?  At least a couple of witnesses early on were almost 
completely inaudible in the gymnasium if you weren't right next to them. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Dave Easley  

Covington LA 
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From: P ��omas [mailto:pt�omasnola@gmail.com]  
Sent: �uesday, November 18, 2014 10:2� �M 
To: �im �els�� LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Ref �ngineering Docket No. 14��2� 
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From: �li�abet� Mc�nery [mailto:libbamcenery@ya�oo.com]  
Sent: �ednesday, November 1�, 2014 4:�� PM 
To: �im �els�� LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Regarding �racking in �t �ammany Paris�: I �m �or It� 
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From: Lucy �ierney [mailto:lucy�tierney@gmail.com]  
Sent: ��ursday, November 1�, 2014 �:42 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Re�uest e�tension for public �earing 

Lucy Tierney
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From: �ermien Delport [mailto:�ermiendelport@gmail.com]  
Sent: �uesday, November 18, 2014 4:24 �M 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: �ay no to fracking 
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From: Jamie Foster [mailto:jamie@solidwebservice.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 7:24 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: St. Tammany Fracking Permit - Eads Poitevent Well No. 1, Docket #14-626
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Stt. Tammany Parish Energy Project Newsletter 

RRegional Business Community Stands behind Northshore 
BBusiness Council In Support of Energy Industry 

  
 BBusinesses Support Safe Exploration in St. Tammany & Louisiana   

GNO, Inc., a regional economic development alliance serving the 10-parish 
region of Southeast Louisiana yesterday released the following 
announcement:
  
The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore Business Council's 
position of support for the oil and gas industry. Our organizations are in 
favor of energy production in Greater New Orleans and Louisiana, done in a 
safe and responsible manner. We are confident that strong state and local 
oversight can ensure the industry meets its responsibilities to the community. 
  
The importance of the energy industry to our state cannot be overstated. The 
oil and gas industry supports over 300,000 jobs and $20.5 billion in 
household earnings in Louisiana. Last year, the industry paid nearly $1.5 
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billion in Louisiana taxes- 15% of the total taxes collected by the state. 
Louisiana is leading America's energy boom, but we risk turning this boom 
into a bust if we do not support safe and responsible exploration and 
production. 
  
Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region 
Greater New Orleans, Inc. 
Hammond Area Economic and Industrial Development District 
Jefferson Business Council 
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission 
New Orleans Chamber of Commerce 
Plaquemines Association of Business and Industry 
River Region Chamber of Commerce 
St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce 
St. Tammany Economic Development Foundation 
St. Tammany Homebuilders Association 
St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce 
Southeast Regional Coalition of Business Councils 
Tangipahoa Economic Development Foundation 
Washington Economic Development Foundation

IIn The News 

GNO, Inc. comes out in support of energy industry and fracking in St. 
Tammany Parish.  
   
NOLA.com examines why Fracking-fueled recall petitions in St. Tammany 
never took off.  
  
CityBusiness explains how St. Tammany Parish has increasingly become a 
preferred destination for independent energy companies and the 
businesses that service them. 
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The Northshore Business Council has released a statement in support of 
the proposed fracking project in St. Tammany Parish.  
 
On September 10th, Helis Oil and Gas filed three permit 
applications stating that "these applications are a routine but important part 
of our project". -Mike Barham, Helis project manager.  
 
The Louisiana Landowners Association reached out to the St. Tammany 
Parish Council to request that public funds are not used in the fight 
against fracking. 
  
Read more about why the State says St. Tammany is "out of line" with their 
fracking lawsuit. 

AAbout Helis Oil & Gas
Proud to call Louisiana home for over 80 years

Helis Oil & Gas is a privately owned oil and gas exploration and production 
company that has owned and operated wells throughout the nation, including 
properties in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota.  The company has had extensive 
operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in federal offshore 
waters and inland state waters in Louisiana.  Helis Oil & Gas has drilled in 
sensitive environments, such as wildlife preserves, always with the highest 
regard for its surroundings.  Helis Oil & Gas regards itself as a respectful 
guest in the communities in which we work and has historically been 
committed to contributing to these communities through philanthropic and 
civic endeavors.   
  
Learn more about the St. Tammany Energy Project at 
http://www.helisenergyproject.com/.  
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SSt. Tammany Parish Energy Project Overview 

Helis continues to hold the interests of St. Tammany Parish at heart and 
America's energy independence in mind. We care about, and are committed 
to, the residents of St. Tammany Parish and recognize that open and 
constructive dialogue throughout this process is beneficial to all parties 
involved. 
  
Last month, energy expert Charlotte Batson addressed some of the common 
concerns surrounding hydraulic fracturing but explained why she believes the 
St. Tammany Parish energy project is poised to make a positive difference on 
many levels. 
  
Furthermore, after months of thorough research, GNO, Inc. and the entire 
regional business community announced support of safe exploration in St. 
Tammany and Louisiana which reinforced the Northshore Business Council's 
endorsement of the project. Recently, documents were filed with the 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources in preparation for a fracking site 
in Washington Parish. So far, the project is only being met with support from 
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the community.  
  
Contrary to popular belief, a survey conducted by St. Tammany West 
Chamber of Commerce back in �uly showed a similar sentiment to those in 
Washington Parish as nearly �� percent of the St. Tammany Parish 
respondents expressed support for fracking. Nine percent sought more 
information. 
  
The fact is that hydraulic fracturing has been practiced safely for more than 
�� years and the technology exists to protect the water supply and ensure no 
harm to the environment� in fact, fracturing in St. Tammany will take place 
approximately �.� miles below the bottom of the a�uifer that supplies water 
to Parish residents. 
  
As project manager �ike Barham has said, �Helis is committed to going above 
and beyond what we have to do, what the state re�uires us to do.� It's 
important to us at Helis to remain transparent and work closely with Parish 
Officials, the citizens of St. Tammany Parish et al to educate the public on 
specifics about the project. 
  
Thanks to all who support St. Tammany's role in energy independence. We 
will continue to provide project updates and inform the public as we have 
done all along. 
  
Please take a moment to watch the video below as Helis takes you on a tour 
of the proposed St. Tammany Parish energy project site. The video explains 
the scientific process of fracking and how it relates to St. Tammany Parish.  
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Helis Oil & Gas, a New Orleans-based energy company with a record of more than 80 
years of safe and efficient operations around the United States, has obtained leases and 
options to lease to explore for oil and gas on privately owned land in a remote and rural 
area of St. Tammany Parish.

Information About The DNR Public Hearing 

Please join the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources �LDNR�, St. 
Tammany Parish Officials and Helis Oil � Gas at next week's public hearing at 
Lakeshore High School to discuss this important St. Tammany Parish energy 
project.  
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��ey Facts Regarding The Project   

Oil and gas activity in this area is not new. �ore than �� other 
exploratory wells have been drilled within a �� mile radius of this 
proposed well site over the past several decades. 
Oil and gas fracturing operations below the same a�uifer have been 
conducted just across the parish line in Tangipahoa Parish, without 
incident and to the economic benefit of that parish and the state of 
Louisiana. 
There are thousands of these projects throughout the state, and, 
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according to the Louisiana Commissioner of Conservation and local 
officials, there are no air, water �uality or health problems reported at 
any of them. 
The well site is secluded and sits approximately � miles from the 
nearest residential or commercial areas. In an abundance of caution, 
sound barriers will be utilized during the drilling and production 
processes. 
Fluids to be injected into the well are ��� fresh water and natural sand 
and ceramic proppants.  Any chemicals used must be reported to the 
regulatory agencies.  Any air emissions will be strictly regulated by the 
state Department of Environmental �uality. 
Three strings of casing will add additional levels of protection for the 
environment. 
Fracturing would take place approximately �.� miles below the bottom 
of the a�uifer. 
There are no plans to access parish roads for any aspect of this 
project.  
Helis has offered to fund additional traffic control personnel, either 
through the parish Sheriff's Department, or through the Louisiana State 
Police, to help regulate any increase in traffic and ensure a maximum 
degree of public safety. 

AAbout Helis Oil � Gas
Proud to call Louisiana home for over �� years

Helis Oil � Gas is a privately owned oil and gas exploration and production 
company that has owned and operated wells throughout the nation, including 
properties in Alabama, �ississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
Wyoming, �ontana and North Dakota. The company has had extensive 
operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in federal offshore 
waters and inland state waters in Louisiana. Helis Oil � Gas has drilled in 
sensitive environments, such as wildlife preserves, always with the highest 
regard for its surroundings. Helis Oil � Gas regards itself as a respectful 
guest in the communities in which we work and has historically been 
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committed to contributing to these communities through philanthropic and 
civic endeavors.   
  
Learn more about the St. Tammany Energy Project at 
http���www.helisenergyproject.com�.  
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AA Project with St. Tammany's Interests and 
AAmerica's Energy IIndependence in Mind    
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Opponents of the Helis energy project in St. Tammany have made their 
voices heard in opposition to the project, and they are hoping to 
actively grow that opposition. 
  
Since announcing this project several months ago, we too have been 
working to communicate in a reasonable and responsible manner.  It is 
important to us that the people of St. Tammany Parish have the facts. 
  
In truth, opponents of the project cannot truthfully argue that Helis is a 
bad operator or question Helis' record of commitment to safety and the 
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environment over more than 80 years. Instead, they have generated 
fear about potential impact to the local water supply to fuel their 
campaign.   
  
The fact is that this aquifer has already been drilled by oil and gas 
companies nearly 5000 times - including 50 in St. Tammany alone -
but never before with the over-and-above safety and environmental 
measures committed to by Helis. In addition, Helis has committed to 
independent monitoring of water, air and sound both before and after 
operations. 
  
Helis' operating standards far exceed governmental requirements 
because we believe that our reputation is our greatest asset.  We 
operate safely and with respect for the areas in which we live and 
work.  
  
The Helis energy project has the informed support of local and regional 
business groups who adhere to the high standards all of us hold dear. 
They know the value of this project and the caliber of Helis as a 
respected operator.  They know that this project can be handled safely 
while contributing significantly to the local economy and to America's 
energy independence.  
  
These facts and many more can be found on our project 
website:  helisenergyproject.com.  We hope that you will take the time 
to learn more about us and the facts about this proposed project.  And 
we look forward to becoming a respectful and respected corporate 
member of your community.   

AAbout Helis Oil & Gas
Proud to call Louisiana home for over 80 years
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Helis Oil & Gas is a privately owned oil and gas exploration and production 
company that has owned and operated wells throughout the nation, including 
properties in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Montana and North Dakota.  The company has had extensive 
operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in federal offshore 
waters and inland state waters in Louisiana.  Helis Oil & Gas has drilled in 
sensitive environments, such as wildlife preserves, always with the highest 
regard for its surroundings.  Helis Oil & Gas regards itself as a respectful 
guest in the communities in which we work and has historically been 
committed to contributing to these communities through philanthropic and 
civic endeavors.   
  
Learn more about the St. Tammany Energy Project at 
http://www.helisenergyproject.com/.  
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From: Paul R. Richard, Jr.,CPA [mailto:prichardjr@rdgproperties.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:21 AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Support for Fracking: Yes 
 
I went to the hearing and I support fracking in St. Tammany.  I grew up in Slidell and own property in 
Slidell, Covington and Madisonville.  Thank you for your support.   
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From: �rik Johansen [mailto:covlion@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 1�, 2014 12:2� PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Cc: ccst.tammany@yahoo.com
Subject: Docket � 14��2� ��elis St �ammany Application�
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From: Richard �erlein [mailto:ro�feco@flash.net]
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 4:�4 PM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: Docket �14��2� �elis �il drilling permit
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From: Cynthia �rooking [mailto:sbelle1@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Saturday, November 1�, 2014 7:�� AM 
To: LDNR Public Information 
Subject: �ngineering Docket 14��2� � �elis �il Permit to Drill in St �ammany Parish

November 15, 2014 
 
To:  James "Jim" H. Welsh 
Commissioner of Conservation 
 

Regarding: Presentations/Exhibits and other materials related to 
Docket No. 14-626 - Helis Oil and Gas Permit Application and 
Public Hearing
 
Dear Mr. Welsh,
 
I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak my mind at the 
public hearing on November 12, 2014 at Lakeshore High School. 
This is a synopsis of what I said, and what I did not have the 
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opportunity to say due to time limitations.  Please make this letter 
a matter of public record as relates to this matter. 
 
�irst, I want to state that WE have RIGHTS -  according to the �S 
�onstitution, the Louisiana �onstitution and our Home Rule 
�harter – the right to health, safety, and welfare. �racking is 
directly opposite of those things.
 
I worked in oil for 20 some odd years. Penn�oil, �uaker 
State,  �P,  Windward Petroleum, a regional distributor in the 
northeast, and S� Energy, a South �orean base oil supplier for 
Penn�oil. It is a dirty, dangerous business. I want to note that I 
started at a packaging plant for Penn�oil in Shreveport, LA. Of the 
maybe �0 – �5 people who worked there during the time I was 
there, of the ones I have kept up with, 6 of us had or have cancer. I 
am one of the lucky ones. I’m still around to talk about it. 
 
As part of the hearing, Dr Bourgoyne stated that “The Economic 
impact �O�LD be considerable”
 
 I want to state that the Environmental impact WILL be 
considerable. We will ALL have to live with the repercussions of the 
industriali�ation of St Tammany.
 
I’m not going to talk about the aquifer. I’m going to focus on other 
environmental impacts. 
 
TRA��I�: 
�sing an estimate of 2,500 trucks per well to carry e�uipment and 
supplies to and from the well site, and our potential in St 
Tammany Parish of 6,000 wells – that’s 15 million more 18 
wheelers on our roads in St. Tammany. 
 
That’s a tremendous increase in traffic congestion, potential for 
traffic accidents, including fatalities, wear and tear on our roads, 
and every day compromise and delays during our daily activities. 
 
What happens when an 18 wheeler loaded with toxic chemicals 
hits a school bus loaded with children? Who is responsible then? 
Helis Oil? No, probably the contractor they will use to bring 
supplies and equipment into the well site, and to carry toxic waste 
away from the well site. 
 
For parents of the children that attend Lakeshore School, IF there 
is only ONE well across the street that means two thousand five 
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hundred 18 wheelers going up and down this very road that your 
high school students travel twice a day. 
 
�LE�N W�TE� and TO�I� W�STE� 
�sing a conservative estimate of �.� million gallons of water used 
per well, and �,��� potential wells, 1� �ILLION gallons of water 
will be forever destroyed. This water can never be returned to the 
eco�s�stem� �nce it’s gone � it’s gone� 
 
Water is a valuable resource � �ust ask T. �oone �ickens, 
�oldman�Sachs, or Nestle. They are buying up as much water as 
they possibly can. 
 
From a link on your website, 
http���www.savewateramerica.com�index.htm, according to the 
E��� 
� ore than one billion people � one in five people�  on this planet 
we live on, lacks access to safe drinking water. 
�y the year ����, �� percent of the world will suffer water 
shortages. 
�ess than ��  of the �orld’s �ater suppl� is fresh �ater and much 
of that is inaccessible 
 
 In the state of Louisiana we are giving it away to hydraulic 
fracturing projects � even from our scenic rivers� We have already 
given away 1�� million gallons, with more permits pending. In 
�aton �ouge � our state capital � ma�or industries are using 
aquifer water to the tune of millions of gallons per day � when the 
� ississippi �iver is right there. 
 
� hat is �rong �ith this state� �t’s not li�e oil companies can’t 
afford to pay for what they take from this state. �ut even if it were 
paid for � water should not be sold to the highest bidder� �nd it 
damn sure shouldn’t �e given away to be forever removed from the 
eco�system. We �LL need water to survive. We �LL own that water. 
 
�I� �OLL�TION�
Emissions from diesel�fueled engines are composed of thousands 
of substances including more than �� air toxics that are known or 
suspected carcinogens. Increasing evidence links exposures to 
these substances with lung cancer, upper respiratory illness, 
allergies, asthma attacks, and death from heart and respiratory 
disorders. In fact, recent E�� data indicate that diesel exhaust is 
likely the main air pollutant contributing to cancer risk in Oregon. 
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�iesel is a dirty fuel.  It is heavier and oilier than gasoline. �iesel 
exhaust is a complex mixture of carbon, ash, and sulfate 
participles, and hydrocarbons. In addition, the engine produces 
nitrous oxide �NOx� a precursor of smog. One heavy�duty diesel 
truck can produce as much air pollution as 1�� passenger cars. 
 
On road emissions are particularly dangerous for those who share 
the road. When cars follow diesel trucks or buses, the levels of soot 
INSI�E those cars are � to 8 times higher than the ambient air 
outside those cars.
 
�sing figures from a study on diesel pollution in Oregon, �,��� 
trucks �this is only for ONE well, remember� going up and down 
the highway right outside Lakeshore High School will result in the 
Lakeshore High students breathing�
 
1,���,��� lbs �olatile Organic �ompounds
�,�1�,��� lbs �arbon � onoxide
��,��� lbs �articulate � atter
1��,���,��� lbs �arbon �ioxide
�,���,��� lbs Nitrogen Oxides
 
That’s ��� �ell� � ultipl� those figures �� �,��� and �ou can 
imagine what the air quality in St Tammany will be like.  Fracking 
itself will release compounds into the air such as ben�ene, 
ethylben�ene, toluene and n�hexane� long term exposure to these 
has been linked to birth defects, neurological problems, blood 
disorders and cancer. 
 
�HE� I��L � I� �SE� IN F����IN��
�etween ���� and ���� the most widely used chemical in 
hydraulic fracturing, as measured by the number of compounds 
containing the chemical, was methanol. which was used in ��� 
hydraulic fracturing products, is a ha�ardous air pollutant and is 
on the candidate list for potential regulation under the Safe 
�rinking Water �ct. Some of the other most widely used chemicals 
were isopropyl alcohol �used in ��� products�, ��butoxyethanol 
�used in 1�� products�, and ethylene glycol �used in 11� products�.
 
�etween ���� and ����, the oil and gas service companies used 
hydraulic fracturing products containing �� chemicals that are
 �1� known or possible human carcinogens,
 ��� regulated under the Safe �rinking Water �ct for their risks to 
human health, or
 ��� listed as ha�ardous air pollutants under the �lean �ir �ct. 
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These �� chemicals were components of more than ��� different 
products used in hydraulic fracturing.
 
Those �,��� trucks driving to and from the well site across the 
street will be bringing these chemicals to the site, and removing 
the frack water which has been polluted with these chemicals. �ny 
kind of leak, traffic accident, or intentional spill of any of these 
compounds will be ha�ardous to these children at Lakeshore High 
School.
 
WE WILL NOT �ET �I�H F�O�  THIS �IS�� �ENT��E� 
Louisiana has a severance tax exemption on minerals extracted 
using directional drilling for � years or until the cost of drilling the 
well is recovered, whichever comes first. 
 
Obviously, this exemption encourages fast action on the part of the 
oil companies, to drill and recover as much oil as possible before 
the � year deadline.  �How safe does that sound?�
O�� �O�E�N� ENT ��NNOT �N� �OES NOT ��OTE�T �S O� 
O�� �ESO���ES� 
The state �epartment of Natural �esources� Office of �onservation 
is doing an inadequate �ob of regulating and inspecting the 
state�s oil and gas wells, and is not properly overseeing a growing 
number of �orphaned� wells abandoned by private 
operators, �Legislative �udit �une ��1�� 
 
The Office of �onservation failed to inspect at least ��� of the 
��,��� oil and gas wells in the state at least once every three years 
between �uly 1, ���8, and �une ��, ��1�, as required by 
department rules. That resulted in more than 1�,��� wells not 
being inspected at all during that time. 
 
The Office of �onservation also has failed to develop an effective 
enforcement process to address non�compliance.
 
There are many exemptions for hydraulic fracturing under �nited 
States federal law� the oil and gas industries are exempt or 
excluded from several of the ma�or federal environmental laws. 
These laws range from protecting clean water and air, to 
preventing the release of toxic substances and chemicals into the 
environment� 
the �lean �ir �ct,
the �lean Water �ct, 
the Safe �rinking Water �ct, 
the National Environmental �olicy �ct, 
the �esource �onservation and �ecovery �ct, 
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the Emergency �lanning and �ommunity �ight�to��now �ct, and 
the �omprehensive Environmental �esponse, �ompensation, and 
Liability �ct, commonly known as Superfund.
 
On your own website, �ommissioner Welch, you site you list 
groundwater conservation tips 
�http���dnr.louisiana.gov�assets�docs�conservation�groundwater
�page�.pdf� �ere’s a ma�or ground�ater conser�ation tip� �o ��T 
grant hydraulic fracturing permits in St Tammany parish� 
 
We have valid concerns for our health, safety and welfare. I implore 
you NOT to grant this drilling permit or any other drilling permit 
using hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish. 
 
�ynthia �rooking
St Tammany �arish
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11/17/2014 
Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
I would appreciate a response to this email. I would also like this 
communication added to the public record.  
 
As I ponder what it would take to entice you to deny the Helis 
permit to drill, I am at a loss to know what it will take for you to be 
convinced that hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish is 
unsafe, unhealthy and un-welcome, violates YOUR oath to 
preserve and protect our natural resources and OUR rights to 
health, safety and welfare. 
 
Denying this permit is a no-brainer.  I attended the hearing on 
November 12th along with probably 700 other people. Although it 
was not widely reported in the media, even your representatives 
that attended must admit there were perhaps only a dozen “pro-
frackers” in attendance.  
 
Think about that. The OVERWHELMING opinion in St Tammany 
parish - at least among those of us willing to come out on a school 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



night, immediately after work, and sit on hard wooden bleachers 
for 7� hours � is DO NOT �RAC� HERE.  
 
We all gave compelling reasons why we do not want this 
industriali�ation here, ranging from the emotional to the factual. 
You would have to be a pretty heartless individual to ignore the 
overwhelming evidence that simply put, fracking is bad. �racking 
is bad for people, bad for the planet. It is not, and should not, be 
about greed and money, or the desires of a few individuals with a 
stake in the profits over the health, safety and welfare of the many 
ordinary citi�ens.  
This is a democracy� I remind you that we do have rights granted 
to us in the U S Constitution, the Louisiana State Constitution and 
our Home Rule Charter - and it is your sworn duty to protect us 
and our resources. Losing a minimum of 1� �ILLION gallons of 
precious, potable water �2.� million gallons � �,000 wells if all goes 
according to the lease map of St Tammany parish� is not 
acceptable here -or anywhere� 
 
There was a compelling segment on �0 Minutes �ust last night 
which outlines �ust how precious� and depleted� the world�s water 
supply has become over the past few decades. Here is the link � I 
beg you to watch this� You cannot argue with the cold, hard, 
scientific facts that are presented in this segment� 
http�//www.cbsnews.com/videos/depleting-the-water/ 
 
As evidenced by the �0 Minutes segment, the a�uifer itself can 
become more and more depleted simply due to the demand for 
fresh, clean water, for public use. It stands to reason that some of 
the “pond water” has �ot to �e fed from the a�uifer since it is �ust 
impossible for the massive amounts of water needed for fracking to 
come from surface ponds in the area.  The Helis representatives 
were evasive on the issue of where, e�actly, all the water will be 
sourced. Until and unless we know e�actly where that water will be 
sourced, this drilling permit should NOT be granted.  
 
Even if this water is not coming from the a�uifer �highly doubtful� 
can you really �ustify the waste of 1� billion gallons of potable 
water when water is such a valuable resource�  
 
The odds of our sole source a�uifer being polluted increases with 
every drillin� permit that is �ranted. � e in �t �ammany don�t like 
those odds. Even with the cement casings, steel pipes, etc. � these 
safeguards will not last forever� Appro�imately ��  of well casings 
fail during the original drilling. Given they make it past the original 
well casing process without incident, that casing WILL degrade 
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over time� that pipe and that cement, no matter how carefully 
installed cannot stand up to the immense pressure of hydraulic 
fracturing �given how difficult it is to fracture the shale � how can 2 
or � inches of cement be impervious to that same amount of 
stress�� or the years in the ground and still an effective barrier. 
�here will �e leaks� if not now� then within our children�s lifetime � 
the a�uifer stands to be compromised, and the sole source of water 
in St Tammany will be lost. Can anyone even begin to imagine the 
conse�uences of that catastrophe�  
Again, as in my previous letters and public statements in the past 
� I �EG you to deny this, and any other, drilling permits for 
hydraulic fracturing in St Tammany parish.  
 
Have a heart. Go against the grain in the State of Louisiana and 
deny what you know to be an atrocity upon the people of St 
Tammany. �rotect our rights. Live up to your sworn oath. To 
paraphrase the pro-frackers - Deny, baby, deny� 
  
Cynthia �rooking 
2�01� Hwy 10�4  
Covington, LA 704�� 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 6:06 PM 
To: Daniel Henry; John Adams (DNR); Gary Ross; Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Fwd: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 
Attachments: PHM letter in support.pdf; ATT00001.htm 

Fyi. Letter of support from former Commissioner Martin. For Record.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Patrick Martin <mart139@bellsouth.net> 
Date: November 11, 2014 at 4:37:02 PM CST 
To: <dnrinfo@la.gov>, <jim.welsh@la.gov> 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
  
Attached please find my letter in support of the drilling permit application. 
  
I am also sending the same by U. S. mail. 
  
My previous transmittal was unsigned; this one is corrected and should be the copy for 
the record. 
  
Pat Martin 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 4:28 PM 
To: Daniel Henry; John Adams (DNR); Patrick Courreges; Gary Ross 
Subject: Fwd: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 well 
Attachments: ATT00001.htm; dnr comments.pdf; ATT00002.htm 

FYI.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Anne B. Pablovich" <apablovich@stpgov.org> 
To: "Jim Welsh" <Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV>, "LDNR Public Information" <info@LA.GOV> 
Subject: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et 
al No. 1 well 

Please see attached.  If you require further information please let me know.  Thanks and 
have a great day.  
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Fracking sucks you greedy Aholes. 
No to fracking. I think its terrible what ppl do to make money they probably dont need 
and isn't even going to be used to help ppl 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 10:26 AM 
To: Daniel Henry; Patrick Courreges; John Adams (DNR) 
Subject: Fwd: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Attachments: image003.jpg 

Fyi.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Terri Lewis Stevens <terri@lsarchitecture.com> 
Date: November 15, 2014 at 9:57:53 AM CST 
To: <Jim.Welsh@la.gov> 
Cc: Robert M MVN Tewis <Robert.M.Tewis2@usace.army.mil>, "'Farabee, Michael V 
MVN'" <Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil>, Rick Franzo <rick@uniam.net>, Patrick 
Courreges <Patrick.Courreges@LA.GOV>, Greg Lemons 
<greg.lemons@townofabitasprings.com>, 'Lisa Jordon' <lwjordan@tulane.edu>, 'Donald 
Lee' <donaldplee77@gmail.com> 
Subject: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Reply-To: <Terri@LSArchitecture.com> 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision 
suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was 
adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment 
of a fee, a completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best 
Management Practices) would be employed during their drilling activities.  During the 
hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated 
that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of drilling.  
Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be 
considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the 
act of punching a hole.   
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�he article, howe�er, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can 
meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of 
life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http���desmogblog.com������������citi�ens�protest�fracking�permit�louisiana�s�st�
tammany�parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner e�tends well beyond simply granting a permit to 
drill�hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources,
which implies ���, not simply for oil�gas resources.  This would suggest that your 
authority is to consider ��� of the natural resources, their use and impact on a 
community where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere�  Why care what happens to the 
lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with to�ic chemicals� 
 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for in�ecting to�ic chemicals into 
the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is e�tracted, 
and the resulting emissions, wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, 
truck traffic and emissions associated with the mineral remo�al�must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually e�clusive of the others.  It cannot 
be. 
 
This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit 
beneath a house�and then not being responsible when the house burns down.  �ne 
action directly affects the other.   
 
No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  �rom my 
understanding no other community within �� has ob�ected to a permit being granted.  
�or those communities I suggest, live and let live.   
 
�his community’s residents, howe�er, must be fairly and e�ually considered in the permit 
process.  We have Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not�  �nd why 
wouldn’t we, if you are to determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our 
shared Natural Resources.  They are shared�both above and below ground, by us all.  �s 
such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable consideration as well� 
 
�nce the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of Helis�but
until that time they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect 
which must be considered in all that you approve. 
 
I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pi��a restaurant appears to 
require much more permitting review and approval criteria than to obtain a permit to 
in�ect to�ic fluids into the earth and atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the 
surface during its collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

�ecause the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single 
private �imited �iability company, I will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the 
basis that it is your right to impose a greater level of caution and judicious 
consideration toward the residents where this action is to occur.  �qual 
consideration must be given to all who share the Natural Resources of �t. Tammany 
Parish. 
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Whether or not there are safe means and methods to e�tract is not the issue�the 
resultant industrial devastation to our living, breathing neighborhoods and built 
environment, must be protected equally by your action. 
 

Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the Helis permit until 
such time as the process can be achieved without to�ic chemicals used, and without the 
collection nuisances inappropriate to urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
 

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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From: Jim Welsh [Jim.Welsh@LA.GOV] 
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 7:42 PM 
To: Daniel Henry; John Adams (DNR); Patrick Courreges 
Subject: Fwd: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 
Attachments: mime-attachment.jpg 

FYI.  
 
James H. "Jim" Welsh  
Commissioner of Conservation 
Office of Conservation 
Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
(225)342-5500(O) 
(225)342-3705(F) 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Charles Goodwin <bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net> 
Date: November 16, 2014 at 7:17:50 PM CST 
To: <Jim.Welsh@la.gov> 
Cc: <Terri@LSArchitecture.com>, Robert M MVN Tewis 
<Robert.M.Tewis2@usace.army.mil>, "'Farabee, Michael V MVN'" 
<Michael.V.Farabee@usace.army.mil>, Rick Franzo <rick@uniam.net>, "Patrick 
Courreges" <Patrick.Courreges@LA.GOV>, Greg Lemons 
<greg.lemons@townofabitasprings.com>, 'Lisa Jordon' <lwjordan@tulane.edu>, 'Donald 
Lee' <donaldplee77@gmail.com>, League of Women Voters 
<info@tammanytogether.org>, Joan Simon <joan154.simon@gmail.com>, "stp Jake 
Groby stp council" <jbgroby@stpgov.org>, "stp Marty Gould, stp council" 
<mgouldjr@charter.net>, stp Marty Dean stp council <mdean2799@gmail.com>, "stp 
Dennis Sharp, stp council" <fdsharp@stpgov.org>, "stp Maureen Obrien stp council" 
<mobrien@stpgov.org>, "stp James Thompson, stp council" <jthompson@stpgov.org>, 
stp Gene Bellisario stp council <genebell07@yahoo.com>, stp Jerry Binder stp council 
<jbinder@stpgov.org>, stp Steve Stefancik stp council <steves@stpgov.org>, "stp Chris 
Canulette stp council" <canulette@stpgov.org>, "stp Richard Tanner, stp council" 
<ret1186@charter.net>, "stp Reid Falconer, stp council chair" <rrfalconer@stpgov.org>, 
m Donald Villere Mayor <dvillere@cityofmandeville.com>, m Ernest Burguieres 
<eab3@bellsouth.net>, "m Clay Madden" <cmadden@cityofmandeville.com>, m Rick 
Danielson <rdanielson@cityofmandeville.com>, m David Ellis 
<dellis@cityofmandeville.com>, m Carla Buchholz <cbuchholz@cityofmandeville.com> 
Subject: Re: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 

Mr. Welsh, 
 
First, I agree totally with Terri Lewis Stevens letter (below) to you. 
 
Second, granting a permit defies your own Mission Statement.   
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Third, either decline this permit or change your Mission Statement. (1) 
 
Fourth, if you intend to issue a permit per this �uote "“State law is very clear,” 
Couregess told DeSmogBlog. “If the Helis permit complies with the rules 
they will get their permit.” (2) then that confirms the rules to get a permit are 
laughable, meaningless, insulting and a bar set low enough to trip a turtle. 
 
Possibly, and justifiably, DNR may become the laughing stock of all Louisiana agencies, 
and probably other state DNRs as well.   
 
���AS� �R� T�CT �� � �S�A� A �Y D�� Y�� �  T� �S ��R� �T A� D C� � ��Y�� �  � �T�  Y� � R 
� �SS�� �  STAT�� �� T� 
 
 
B.C. Goodwin 
Mandeville, La 
985-635-1900 
 
(1)    MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to ensure and promote 
sustainable and responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are 
available for the enjoyment and benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 
 
(2)    http:��desmo�blo��com������������more�oil�companies�disclose�ris�s��rac�in��
climate�chan�e�in�estors 
 
 
If fracking is so safe..... 
 
If fracking is so safe, why won't frackers guarantee to clean-up 
the mess they make, and to provide an irrevocable perfo 
rmance bond to do so? 
 
If so safe, why won't the frackers provide their plan to clean up 
what they pollute?  What is their "Plan B" ?? 
 
If so safe, why has the North Carolina legislature proposed 
jailing anyone who reveals what chemicals are actually used in 
fracking? 
 
It so safe, why would fracking be severely curtailed if it had to 
pass the Clean Water Act?  (It was exempted in 1995 by Dick 
Cheney aka Halliburton.) 
 
If so safe, why does the so-called "treated" toxic waste water 
cause numerous earthquakes in areas that have previously had few 
or none?  
 
If so safe, why are there more annual spills in the US than Exxon 
Valdez? 
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If so safe, why do property values drop, and why do realty 
disclosure statements now ask how far you are from 
fracking�injection well sites? 
 
If so safe, why did Exxon's CE� protest fracking in his area, 
where it would affect His Property Value, His Clean Air, His 
Clean Water?   
 
�he property rights of the �any trump the mineral rights of the 
�ew. 
 
Clean energy creates more jobs than fossil fuel energy. 
On 11�15�2014 9:57 AM, Terri Lewis Stevens wrote: 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your 
permit decision suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if 
the minimum permit criteria was adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more 
than the payment of a fee, a completed application and the assurances 
by Helis that BMP’s (Best Management Practices) would be employed 
during their drilling activities.  During the hearing I reminded Patrick that 
during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated that the DNR 
was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of drilling.  
Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then 
what must be considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will 
impact this community, beyond the act of punching a hole.   
 

The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis 
proves they can meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. 
Public comment about �uality of life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-
louisiana-s-st-tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply 
granting a permit to drill/hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority 
is Commissioner of Natural Resources, which implies ALL, not simply for 
oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your authority is to consider 
ALL of the natural resources, their use and impact on a community 
where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what 
happens to the lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it 
with toxic chemicals? 
 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic 
chemicals into the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by 
which this resource is extracted, and the resulting emissions, wasted 
water, contamination inherent with the process, truck traffic and 
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emissions associated with the mineral removal�must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive of the 
others.  It cannot be. 
 

This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of 
matches being lit beneath a house�and then not being responsible when 
the house burns down.  One action directly affects the other.   
 

No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  �rom 
my understanding no other community within LA has objected to a 
permit being granted.  �or those communities I suggest, live and let live.   
 

This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and e�ually 
considered in the permit process.  We have Rights in the granting of the 
permit as well, do we not�  �nd why wouldn’t we, if you are to 
determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our shared 
Natural Resources.  They are shared-both above and below ground, by 
us all.  As such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable 
consideration as well? 
 

Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the 
property of Helis�but until that time they are Natural, shared and 
unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect which must be considered 
in all that you approve. 
 

I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza 
restaurant appears to require much more permitting review and approval 
criteria than to obtain a permit to inject toxic fluids into the earth and 
atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the surface during its 
collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

�ecause the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to 
one single private Limited Liability company, I will urge you, once again, 
to deny the permit on the basis that it is your right to impose a 
greater level of caution and judicious consideration toward the 
residents where this action is to occur.  Equal consideration must 
be given to all who share the Natural Resources of St. Tammany Parish. 
 

Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the 
issue-the resultant industrial devastation to our living, breathing 
neighborhoods and built environment, must be protected equally by your 
action. 
 
Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the 
Helis permit until such time as the process can be achieved without toxic 
chemicals used, and without the collection nuisances inappropriate to 
urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
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From: Kaysey Hasslock [kmliaison@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:46 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Helis Oil Drilling Permit Application in St Tammany Parish 

  
  

From: Kaysey Hasslock 
Sent:                          2014  
To: Jim.welsh@la.gov 
  
Louisiana Dept. of Conservation  
Commissioner James Welsh 
 
  
Dear Sir,  
 
     Thank you for holding the recent Helis Oil well permitting hearing here in Mandeville. It was a very 
long night for all, we too stayed until almost midnight, and were impressed by the strong, clear and well 
researched statements presented by many of our neighbors to your committee. We stand with them 
in requesting that the Louisiana Department of Conservation denies the Helis Oil & Gas Lacombe Bayou 
permit application on the basis of the unavoidable compromise to our community resources. The health, 
safety and welfare of an entire community and the natural resources upon which we depend should not 
be put at risk. This project WOULD create severe and irreparable environmental degradation right in the 
middle of a flourishing residential community, endangering health and lowering our property values. 
 
     Our vibrant community is based upon attracting residential development. The new Lakeshore High 
School (1000 students) is adjacent to the proposed drilling field an area completely incompatible with any 
drilling development. It is also worthy of note that within 1-3 miles are Mandeville Middle School (800+ 
Students), two rapidly growing subdivisions with many young families and the Louisiana Heart Hospital 
(500+ Patients, First Responders and staff). The tract in question is presently zoned A-3, and if this 
project is permitted it would kill the development of this as residential community. In other words this 
area is flourishing as a residential one, NOT as one of a risky drilling industrialized one. 
 
    This proposed well is not being requested to serve the public good. The vast number of residents of 
St.Tammany will reap no benefit from approval of this unit permit----nor from the numerous ones which 
would then surely follow---instead would be forced to bear the vast array of immediate and long term 
risks to our health, our natural resources, our property values (hence diminishment of vital Parish tax 
revenue) and our future Parish development. 
I ask that you step up to the opportunity to protect the people and the land of St Tammany Parish, say 
NO to this project! 
 
Sincerely,  
Kaysey Hasslock 
Dr. Michael Finn 
  
1317 Livingston St 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
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I strongly support the 
issuance of the dri l l ing permit  to Hel is  per i ts  appl icat ion in 
Engineering Docket  No.  14 -626 and respectfully submit that it be issued 
forthwith.  To not issue the permit would deprive me and all other 
landowners in St. Tammany Parish of a very basic property right.  

I consider the objections to the Helis well to be without merit.   Helis is a 
superb operator as evidenced by their record of safe drilling over many 
years.  They have drilled over sixty wells in resource plays, so have 
extensive experience in this sort of drilling.   Their well plan as presented 
at the November 12 hearing is safer than the well plans already 
successfully drilled in the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale trend by other 
operators.  Again, please issue the drilling permit promptly.  

Regards - Gordon R. Cain
                  321 Oak Drive
                  Mandeville, La.  70471
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Dear Sir! 

My name is Anna and I'm 14 years old. I live in Hungary, far from America and St. 
Tammany Parish but I want to help Ian Somerhalder and the others who want you 
to don't do it. Please please don't try to fix something not broken! We want St. 
Tammany Parish to stay this beautiful, me too, even if I have never been there. 
Thank you for your attention. 

Anna 
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation�

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
�hese types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. �ammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. �hese concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com�and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v
�LP�sbr8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. �ammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the �arish� � hat SE� S 
means for Helis� St� �ammany well is this� 

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and  

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. �ammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
�hat means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. �his shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St� 
�ammany Parish.

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over �,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past �0 years with no resulting contamination.

� elis’ � ell � ill �e drilled to a de�th of a��ro�imatel� ��,��� feet�  As the 
Southern � ills ��uifer e�tends onl� to �,��� feet, � elis’ � ell � ill �e �,��� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the � ational Academy 
of Sciences at http���www.nytimes.com��014�09�1��science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. �orrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
� ould ha��en man� �ears after � elis’ � ell is �laced on �roduction� �� that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer� therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the � niversity of 
�olorado at �oulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas �including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states� contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking �surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted� are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http���pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.10�1�ac�0�1��k and  http���www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp��014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success
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� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of � elis’ � ell �� the 
� orthshore �usiness �ouncil-- representing �0 businesses and thousands of 
em�lo�ees in the � orthshore region strongl� su��orts � elis’ � ell and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany �hamber of 
�ommerce, which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongl� su��orts � elis’ �lans� Significantly, the � orthshore �usiness 
�ouncil’s endorsement of � elis � as �oined �� all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternl� su��ort � elis’ drilling �ermit and �lans�
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For the full text of the announcement, please 
see http���gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

�espectfully Submitted,
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Hon.  �ames Welsh, �ommissioner of �onservation

Office of �onservation

�ngineering � ivision

P.O. �ox 94���

�aton �ouge, LA �0�04

�e�  �ngineering �ocket � o. 14-���� �rilling Permit Application, �ads 
Poitevent et al � o. 1 Well

�ear Mr. �ommissioner�

� � ant to offer m� thoughts on the a��lication of � elis � il �  � as ��� elis�� for a 
drilling permit to �e issued �� the �ouisiana � ffice of �onser�ation � ��� ��� to 
Helis in �ngineering �ocket � o. 14-���� � rilling Permit Application, �ads 
Poitevent et al � o. 1 Well.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including �i� a nomination 
�� �ederal offshore regulators for the � ational �S���� �� ard for its safet� and 
environmental performance record� �ii� a commendation by the Louisiana 
�epartment of �nvironmental � uality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
�went above and beyond� in its efforts�  �iii� a � S �oast � uard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts� and �iv� numerous annual safety awards 
from the �ouisiana � or�ers’ �om�ensation �or�oration�

� elis’ has also drilled man� � ells similar to the one it �ro�oses to drill in the �ast� 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than �0 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the � ulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

� elis’ drilling and frac�ing � ill �e done in strict accordance � ith the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. For the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please 
see http���www.helisenergyproject.com�and  https���www.youtube.com�watch�v
�LP�sbr�cq�k.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and �nvironmental 
� anagement S�stem �called �S�� S�� for its o�erations in the �arish� � hat S�� S 
means for � elis’ St� �amman� � ell is this� 

i.          Full-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         �very employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and  

iii.        �very Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing— 
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
al� a�s �go the e�tra mile� to sho�  its res�ect for the �eo�le and resources of St� 
Tammany Parish.

�rac�in� is  Safe and Effecti�e and Will � ot � arm the Southern � ills ��uifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas, diminished the US’ reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security.

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, major fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer—the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. Fracking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish just to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the Florida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over �,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past �0 years with no resulting contamination.

� elis’ � ell � ill �e drilled to a de�th of a��ro�imatel� ��,��� feet�  As the 
Southern � ills ��uifer e�tends onl� to �,��� feet, � elis’ � ell � ill �e �,��� feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the � ational Academy 
of Sciences at http���www.nytimes.com��014�09�1��science�study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. �orrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
� ould ha��en man� �ears after � elis’ � ell is �laced on �roduction� �� that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer� therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.  

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the � niversity of 
�olorado at �oulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas �including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states� contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking �surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted� are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, I� fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please 
see http���pubs.acs.org�doi�abs�10.10�1�ac�0�1��k and  http���www.washingto
npost.com�news�morning-mix�wp��014�11�1��study-fracking-chemicals-found-
in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream�.

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success
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� also cannot ignore the recent strong endorsement of � elis’ � ell �� the 
� orthshore �usiness �ouncil-- representing �0 businesses and thousands of 
em�lo�ees in the � orthshore region strongl� su��orts � elis’ � ell and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the West St. Tammany �hamber of 
�ommerce, which represents 1,000 members and their �0,000 employees, which 
also strongl� su��orts � elis’ �lans� Significantly, the � orthshore �usiness 
�ouncil’s endorsement of � elis � as �oined �� all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternl� su��ort � elis’ drilling �ermit and �lans�
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For the full text of the announcement, please 
see http���gnoinc.org�news�publications�press-release�regional-business-
community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-
industry�

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citizens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School �oard and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.

�espectfully Submitted,
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Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
I represent P&F Lumber Company (2000), L.L.C., PF Monroe, L.L.C. and Markle 
Interests, L.L.C. (collectively, the "Landowners"). Together, the Landowners own 
nearly 2/3rds of the undivided interest in the lands leased to Helis Oil & Gas 
("Helis") in Section 34, Township 7 South, Range 12 East, St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana,  for which Helis has applied to the  Louisiana Office of 
Conservation ( “LOC")  for a drilling permit as noted in the captioned Engineering 
Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well.  
 
The Landowners strongly support the LOC’s  issuance of the dr i l l ing permit 
to Hel is  per its  appl icat ion in Engineering Docket No.  14 -626 and 
respectfully submit that it be issued forthwith for the detailed reasons 
noted in the attached letter which they hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Edward B. Poitevent, II 

 
Edward B. Poitevent, a PLC 
One Lakeway 
3900 North Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1200 
Metairie, LA 70002 
Direct: 504-648-4109 
Cell: 713-540-8577 
E-mail:  epoitevent@poiteventlaw.com 
www.poiteventlaw.com 
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From: Jade Bennett [jdbennett197@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 7:35 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: NO FRACKING FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR CITIZENS 

Dearest Mr. Jim Welsh, 
I am writing to you due to my concern of fracking in St.Tammy. Fracking is the process of 
Drilling and injecting fluid into the ground at a high pressure in order to fracture shale rocks to 
release natural gas. I understand how important gasoline is toward our economy; but, is it more 
important that your citizen's health?  
One of the disadvantages of fracking is that during the process, methane gas and toxic 
chemicals will leach out from the system and contaminate nearby aquifers and ground water. 
This water will be contaminated, and will be taken from wells unknowingly to be used as 
drinking water. 
So Mr. Welsh, I ask you, which is more important the lives of your citizens or a nonrenewable 
source of energy that can poison the people who look to you for guidance?  
 
Jade Bennett 
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Bonjour Mr. James Welsh,

Please see the attached letter in favor of Helis for the 
Poitevent well, as I strongly support the LOC’s issuance of 
the drilling permit to Helis per its application in 
Engineering Docket No. 14-626, and respectfully submits 
that it be forthwith for the detailed reasons noted in this 
letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of 
the matter and consideration by you in your deliberations.

Thanks and God bless,

CH Henry Alfred McEnery III 

LAMB Ministries Inc   www.lambnola.com Isaiah 40:31 “…with 
wings as eagles;”

5127 Laurel St, New Orleans, LA, 70115, USA, 504-269-5002 / 504-723-
9369 Cell 
hymcenery@hotmail.com libbamcenery@yahoo.com  

“Except ye… become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matthew 18:3     "Kindness is the language the blind can see 
and the deaf can hear." Mark Twain      "For God so LOVED the world, 
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that He GAVE His only begotten �O�� that WHOSOE�E� BELIEVETH in 
Him shall NOT PE�ISH, but have EVE�LA�TI�G LI�E ��" �ohn 3:1�

                “Semper Fidelis”        “De Oppresso Liber”

~    ~ ~   ~  ~  ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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CH Henry Alfred McEnery III

hymcenery@hotmail.com

 
 

November 17, 2014 

Via email to: jim.welsh@la.gov and dnrinfo@la.gov  

Mr. James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation, Office of Conservation 
Engineering Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

Re: Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 
1 Well  

Dear Mr. Commissioner: 
I am a land owner and past resident of St. Tammany Parish, and I am writing you to join those 
urging the Office of Conservation to grant the application of Helis Oil & Gas, LLC for the drilling of 
the proposed Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish. 

Please include this letter as part of the comments made for purposes of the public record arising from 
the notice and comment period in connection with the public hearing on November 12, 2014 in 
the captioned matter. 

As a lifelong (63 years) land owner, past resident (28 years), ordained minister by Collins 
Blvd Baptist Church in St Tammany parish, I strongly support the issuance of a drilling 
permit by the Louisiana Office of Conservation (the “LOC) to Helis in Engineering Docket 
No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well for the reasons 
noted below in this letter. 
 
Before I tell you why I support the permit being issued, I want to remind you that last week was 
Veterans’ Day, a day when we honor the brave men and women of this country who have fought 
and sacrificed for us all.  I am a veteran, and served in the Gulf War and twice in Afghanistan 
with U.S. Army Special Forces, and I was attached to the Marine Corps as a counter 
insurgency advisor on my last tour in 2010.  As a lessor, investor, and past employee on 
offshore work over rigs and as a military man, there are more than a few similarities between 
my experience in the oil and gas industry and the military.  A brotherhood develops 
between guys in the field, mostly because you're watching each other’s backs on the job.  There's 
also patriotism in the oilfield, unlike any other industry, probably because of all the vets that work 
with us.  As a vet and a denizen of the oil patch, it's a great honor to know that I've had the 
good fortune of being part of both groups. This current oil play in St Tammany will bring many new 
jobs for our greater NOLA area of which returning vets are in great need!  Returning vets at no 
fault of their own add new burdens to our currently failing job markets.  New petro jobs will certainly
help our AO with this well regulated, safe, and clean industry.  Helis has even set records 
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concerning this. Please see below for the stats on this �pg ��. 
My Reasons for Supporting the Eads Poitevent et al No. 1 Well in St. Tammany Parish: 
 

The U.S. Shale Revolution and its Implications for America
A short five years ago, the world’s su��ly of oil was �eaking, and as con�entional gas production 
declined in the United States, it seemed that this country would become dependent on 
costly natural gas imports.  But in the years since, those predictions have proved spectacularly 
wrong.  Global energy production has begun to shift away from traditional suppliers in the 
Middle East, as producers tap unconventional gas and oil resources around the world, from the 
waters of Australia, Bra�il, Africa, and the Mediterranean to the oil sands of Alberta.  The greatest 
revolution, however, has occurred  in the United States, where producers have taken 
advantage of two newly viable technologies to unlock resources once deemed commercially non�
feasible: horizontal drilling, which allows wells to penetrate bands of shale deep underground, and 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, which uses the injection of high�pressure fluid to release gas and 
oil from rock formations. The resulting uptick in energy production in the �.S. has been dramatic.  
Between 200� and 2012, U.S. shale gas production rose by over �0 percent each year, and 
its share of total �.S. gas production jumped from � percent to 3� percent.  Terminals once 
intended to bring foreign li�uefied natural gas (LNG) to �.S. consumers are being reconfigured 
to export U.S. LNG abroad.  Between 2007 and 2012, fracking also generated an 18-fold 
increase in U.S. production of what is known as light tight oil, high-�uality petroleum 
found in shale or sandstone that can be released by fracking.  This boom has succeeded in 
reversing the long decline in �.S. crude oil production, which grew by �0 percent between 2008 
and 2013.  Thanks to these developments, the U.S. is now poised to become an energy 
superpower.  Last year, we s�r�asse� ��ssia as the �orl�’s lea�in� ener�y �ro���er� an� 
by next year, according to projections by the International Energy Agency, it will 
overtake Saudi Arabia as the top producer of crude oil. 

The fracking revolution re�uired more than just favorable geology; it also took financiers with 
a tolerance for risk, a property�rights regime that lets landowners claim underground resources, a 
network of service providers and delivery infrastructure, and an industry structure characteri�ed by 
thousands of entrepreneurs rather than a single national oil company.  Although many 
countries possess the right rock, none, with the exception of Canada, boasts an industrial 
environment as favorable as that of the U.S.  The American energy revolution has more than 
commercial implications. It also has wide-reaching geopolitical conse�uences.  �lobal energy 
trade maps are now being redrawn as U.S. imports continue to decline and exporters find 
new markets. As �.S. production increases, it will put downward pressure on global oil and gas 
prices, thereby diminishing the geopolitical leverage that some energy suppliers have 
wielded for decades.  Most energy-producing states that lack diversified economies, such as 
Russia and the Gulf monarchies, will lose out, whereas energy consumers, such as China, 
India, and other Asian states, stand to gain.  The biggest benefits, however, will accrue to the �nited 
States.  Ever since 1��1, when U.S. oil production peaked, energy has been construed as a 
strategic liability for the country, with its ever�growing thirst for reasonably priced fossil fuels 
sometimes necessitating incongruous alliances and complex obligations abroad.  But that 
logic has been upended, and the newly unlocked energy is set to boost the U.S. economy 
and grant Washington newfound leverage around the world.  

�or a more detailed analysis of the dramatic and positive changes the �.S. shale revolution will bring 
to this country are found in a report just released by the U.S, Senate Committee on 
�n�iron�ent an� ���li� �or�s entitle� “�ettin� the �e�or� �trai�ht� Hy�ra�li� 
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�ra�t�rin� an� ��eri�a’s �ner�y �e�ol�tion�� which I ask be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision.1

The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale in Lousiana 
The Tuscaloosa Marine Shale (TMS) is a sedimentary rock formation that consist of 
organic-rich fine-grained materials (sediments) deposited in a marine environment that 
existed across the Gulf Coast region approximately 90 million years ago.  The TMS includes the 
Eagle �ord Shale being similar in geological age.  The August, 1987 Bulletin ��olume 7� of the LS��
Basin Research Institute �BRI�, Baton Rouge, indicates a potential reserve of about 7 billion barrels of 
oil in the TMS.2 Its thickness varies from 500 feet in southwestern Mississippi to more than 800 feet 
in the southern part of the �lorida Parishes in southeastern Louisiana�which includes St. Tammany 
Parish�� within an approximate depth range of 11,000 feet to the north to more than 1�,000 
feet to the south. It is this resource that Helis is seeking to drill through a drilling permit from your 
office. The current TMS Oil Play targets unconventional reservoirs that are petroleum source rocks 
where petroleum hydrocarbons �oil and gas� originated in a high pressure and temperature geological 
subsurface environment. Not all of the petroleum hydrocarbons originally generated have migrated 
out of the source rock �TMS� which is now being explored for oil and �or li�uid hydrocarbons with 
advanced �hori�ontal� drilling and completion �hydraulic fracturing, called fracking�.�  

The U.S. �hale �e�ol�tion’s ���lications for St. Tammany 
The highly respected LSU economist Dr. Loren Scott just completed a very significant economic 
report on the huge economic benefits that the Louisiana economy receives from the energy 
industry. His report, entitled “�he �ner�y �e�tor� �till a �iant ��ono�i� �n�ine �or the 
Lo�isiana ��ono�y� lists the enormous benefits Louisiana receives from the energy industry, 
including oil and gas production.4 I ask that Dr. Scott’s be filed into the record of these 
proceedings. I strongly urge you to read it for purposes of making your decision. 

Dr. Scott’s conclusions are succinctly summed up by the following quote he makes in his conclusions 
in the study: 
“It is the engine that makes the difference. For Louisiana, the presence of the extraction, 
refining, and pipeline industries have indeed made all the difference. The energy industry, and its 
accompanying multiplier effects, has been a powerful engine for economic growth in 
Louisiana.” 

In a nutshell, Dr. Scott’s study shows the following very significant economic benefits flowing 
from Louisiana’s energy industry to the citizens and governments of this state:
Louisiana is the nation's number two producer of crude oil and the number two 
producer of natural gas among the 50 states. 
Louisiana ranks number two among the states in petroleum refining capacity.                 
Through both direct and multiplier effects Louisiana’s energy industry supported $73.8 billion in sales in
Louisiana firms, generated over $20.5 billion in household earnings for Louisianans, and 
supported 287,008 jobs in the state in 2011.  

                                                           

 
2 See http://www.lgs.lsu.edu/deploy/uploads/Tuscaloosa%20Marine%20Shale.pdf 
3 See Louisiana Department of Natural Resources webpage at 
:http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=909 
4 See http://www.growlouisianacoalition.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Loren-Scott-Study.pdf 
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The $20.5 billion in earnings represented 11.� �  of total earnings in Louisiana. �ersonal 
income in not a single parish in Louisiana reaches this level.  �n average the job multiplier for the 
petroleum industry in Louisiana was �.�� that is, for every �ob created in these sectors 3.� additional 
jobs are created in other sectors in the state.  Louisiana’s energy industry directly paid nearly 
$1.5 billion in state ta�es and fees in F���, or about �4.� � of total state taxes, licenses, and 
fees collected.  Through the ���.� billion in household earnings generated by Louisiana’s energy 
industry, state government indirectly was able to collect an additional $1,�38,000,000 in ta�es, 
for a total boost to the state treasury of $2.� billion.  � very conservative estimate is that 
������������������������������������ paid $�10 million in ad valorem ta�es to local 
governments in the state in �������a 37.5�  increase over 200�. In 4�of the state�s �4 parishes, 
these ad valorem taxes exceeded �� million. In �� parishes the number exceeded �� million.  

It is important to note that that the �orthshore �usiness �ouncil�� representing �0 businesses
and thousands of employees in  the �orthshore region strongly supports �elis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the �est �t. �ammany �hamber of �ommerce, which 
represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which also strongly supports �elis’ 
plans.  It is also important to note that all of the following regional business groups representing 
hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also sternly ��������������������������rmit and 
plans�

�usiness �ouncil of �ew �rleans and the �iver �egion 
�reater �ew �rleans, Inc. 
�ammond �rea �conomic and Industrial �evelopment �istrict 
�efferson �usiness �ouncil 
�efferson �hamber of �ommerce 
�efferson �arish �conomic �evelopment �ommission 
�ew �rleans �hamber of �ommerce 
�la�uemines �ssociation of �usiness and Industry 
�iver �egion �hamber of �ommerce 
�t. �ernard �hamber of �ommerce 
�t. Tammany �conomic �evelopment Foundation 
�t. Tammany �omebuilders �ssociation 
�outheast �egional �oalition of �usiness �ouncils 
Tangipahoa �conomic �evelopment Foundation 
�ashington �conomic �evelopment Foundation�

�nce �elis is granted the drilling permit, I am confident that similar benefits will come to the 
people and government of �t. �ammany �arish. 
 

������ �utstanding �afety and �cology �rack �ecord 
In the past, ���������������������������������������������������������������������, and these 
types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  �elis has an outstanding 
record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and extensive operations on 
private, federal and state lands, as well as in the �ulf and in Louisiana waters.  �lso, �elis  
has years of experience drilling in sensitive environments, such as wildlife and always has the 
highest regard for its surroundings.  �ell in advance of being re�uired to do so for its offshore 
                                                           
� http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-
support-of-energy-industry/ 
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operations, �elis voluntarily implemented the now mandatory �afety and �nvironmental 
�anagement �ystem �called �����”� for all of its operations�offshore and onshore.  �hat 
S��S means for �elis’ St. �ammany well is this:  
�ull�time, e�perienced safety inspectors on drilling and completion operations��very 
employee and contractor on �elis locations is properly trained and given full safety briefings,
and every �elis employee and contractor can stop work on any operation if he or she deems it 
unsafe.

�elis has received the following 3 commendations for its excellent track record in drilling safe and 
environmentally secure wells:
��� �ederal offshore regulators have nominated �elis for the ��������������”������ for its 
safety and environmental performance record.   
��� The Louisiana �epartment of �nvironmental �uality commended �elis’ work for its work 
remediating and restoring �tone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, recogni�ing that 
�elis �went above and beyond� in its efforts.  
��� �he �� �oast �uard has commended �elis for its environmental protection efforts.   
�elis also has received ����������������������������������������������������������
�ompensation �orporation.� 
 

�����������������������������re �nfounded 
�he ob�ections to granting �elis’ permit application pertain to surface activities and to subsurface 
effects that are feared to arise.  The legal issues �principally related to �oning� are relatively simple 
and easily disposed of, as follows: 
�oad use and noise from drilling e�uipment and operations does not differ in kind or magnitude 
from any other construction activity in a community.  �uch activity is temporary in nature
and has been mitigated by company measures as well as by existing rules and regulations of the 
�ffice of �onservation.  It is unfair and unjust to �����������������������������������������
property or prohibit a valuable business activity simply because of annoyance or 
inconvenience to some persons in a community.  It would be a terrible precedent to allow a 
vocal minority to deny me a lawful and safe use of my own property.

�racturing of petroleum wells goes back to 18�5 when use was first made of the �oberts 
�orpedo, which was widely employed in the early days of the industry.  �ommercial hydraulic 
fracturing of oil wells dates from 1���, and hundreds of thousands of oil and gas wells 
have been safely operated with this process being employed. �ountless wells that are 
hori�ontally drilled and hydraulically fractured have been completed in shale formations in 
northwest and southeast Louisiana, �rkansas, �olorado, Texas, �orth �akota, �ennsylvania, �est 
�irginia, �hio and other states.  These wells have dramatically e�panded domestic production
of oil and natural gas, diminished the reliance on foreign sources of supply and enhanced 
�merican security.  They have provided numerous �obs in Louisiana and have aided our state’s
economy and the government’s revenues from bonuses, royalties and severance ta�.  �ritics 
can point to no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or water supplies 
in Louisiana or any other state. 

                                                           

� See http://www.helisenergypro�ect.com/  and  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L��sbr�c��� 
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�oncerning the law of Louisiana on local authority to regulate drilling, in the highly regarded 
publication���������� and �niti�ation ���������”�������������������������������������
�ramer survey all producing states on this �uestion of preemption and conclude: ���������������
states, Louisiana is the one with the clearest and most wide�ranging preemption of sub�
state unit regulation ��������������������������”� �. �ramer � �. �artin, �ooling and 
�niti�ation, �4.������b��vi�.  
Louisiana law clearly provides as follows: 
The issuance of a permit by the commissioner of conservation shall be sufficient authori�ation
to the holder of the permit to enter upon the property covered by the permit and to drill in search 
of minerals thereon.  �o other agency or political subdivision of the state shall have the authority 
and they are hereby e�pressly forbidden to prohibit or in any way interfere with the 
drilling of a well or test well in search of minerals by the holder of such a permit. La. �ev. �tat. 
�nn. � ��:���F�. ��mphasis added.� 
�oreover, the courts have made it abundantly clear that this statute is to be followed to the 
e�clusion of regulation by local government, �nergy �anagement �orp. v. �ity of 
�hreveport, ��� F.�d ��� ��th �ir. ������ 4�� F.�d 4�� ��th �ir. �����. The �tate of Louisiana
has wisely entrusted a central agency of the state for the protection of the public interest.  
That office, the Louisiana �ffice of �onservation, has an e�emplary record of safeguarding 
the public while overseeing the orderly development of oil and gas in Louisiana. It would be 
extraordinarily harmful to the state to relin�uish that role in favor of partisan local interests or 
give in to unfounded fears that a safe, proven technology might have negative conse�uences.  It 
would also deny to owners of oil and gas rights, such as �elis’ lessors and hundreds and  
thousands of other Louisianans, the right to enjoy the mineral rights they own in their 
own lands. 

�elis �ill �rill and �roduce its �ell in an �nvironmentally �afe �ay 
�b�ections to �elis’ application based on water pollution are also utterly unfounded for the following 
reasons:  
�elis will also employ an e�tra string of casing so that the a�uifer will be protected by three 
concentric strings of casing � one more than the re�uired two strings of casing�along with three 
layers of cement.  For the many other environmentally safe ways that �elis will employ in 
connection with its proposed well, please see http���www.helisenergyproject.com� and  
https���www.youtube.com�watch�v�L��sbr8c��k    

����������� will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  �s the �outhern �ills ��uifer 
e�tends only to 3,000 feet, �elis’ well will be �,000 feet below the a�uifer, providing a 
significant safeguard to the a�uifer. Thousands of wells have been drilled through this a�uifer in 
Louisiana and �ississippi.  In fact, fracking pro�ects through this same a�uifer are already taking 
place in neighboring �angipahoa �arish.  There are literally thousands of fracked wells in 
Louisiana�about  two thousand seven hundred ��,���� in the �aynesville �hale area in �orth 
Louisiana and some thirty�five ���� in Tangipahoa �arish and  other areas near to �t. Tammany.  �ee 
http���videos.loga.la�home.  �ccording to the Louisiana �ommissioner of �onservation and local 
officials in those areas, there are no air, water �uality or health problems reported from any 
fracked well in Louisiana.  If the issue is protecting the a�uifers, then it is �ust too late, as we 
are completely surrounded by hundreds of fracked wells�  �nd so� where is the pollution� 

�everal peer�reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water a�uifers.  �ee, for example, the report in the �roceedings of the �ational 
�cademy of �ciences at http���www.nytimes.com�201��0��1��science�study�points�to�
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well�leaks�not�fracking�for�water�contamination.html.  In some areas outside of Louisiana 
there are very rare occurrences where hydrocarbon contamination of said a�uifers can 
occur if the shallow casing of an oil or gas well is not properly cemented.  In areas where methane 
contamination of fresh water a�uifers can be linked to oil and gas operations, naturally occurring 
shallow methane accumulations e�ist in close pro�imity to the fresh water a�uifers.
There are no shallow methane accumulations in �t �ammany �arish, as evidenced by 
electric logs run in wells previously drilled in �t Tammany and by the fact that no methane 
gas is found naturally in �t �ammany well water. �owever, thousands of potable water 
wells out west and around the world and many sacred pristine springs �a flame rises up in the 
middle of the bubbling spring� have gas from low lying pockets of gas in the a�uifers�  �lso, let’s not 
forget the vulcani�ation of a�uifers under volcanic high pressure to�ic steam that pump tens 
of thousands of some of the most poisonous chemicals into those very fresh water sources �ie. 
�ellow Stone’s �ld �aithful among others is one, and if that giant caldera ever blows, it will more 
than prove �lobal �arming to be the ridiculous �oke that it is��.  If you stand near and downwind to 
these noxious chemical clouds, you die, and we have these volcanic eruptions often every year
with the one in �celand in 2007, pumping more pollution into the ground and upper atmosphere 
than all of the pollution produced by the human race over the past 300 years� �very year 
every just one of these volcanic eruption produces more pollution than all of the cars and factories 
do over the same entire year.  �ou know, ��������������������  �ut not to worry, as �other 
�ature has ������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

� study by the �niversity of �olorado at �oulder published recently in the respected �ournal 
�nalytical �hemistry of components found in fracking fluid in�ected into shale to release oil and 
gas contains chemicals found in substances most people ingest all the time, including ice 
cream, la�atives and toothpaste.  Though the fluid is mostly water and sand, many critics of 
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, say chemicals added to the fluid contaminate groundwater.  The 
new study suggests that additives found in one component, surfactants �soap�, which breaks 
surface tension to allow oil to be extracted, are no more toxic than other common household items 
like bleach.  �niversity researchers collected samples from fracking fluid surfactants in five states �
�olorado, Louisiana, �evada, �ennsylvania and Texas.  �ther chemicals used are commonly found in 
hair color, �� fluids, laundry detergents, cosmetics and household cleaners.�

The potential for the casing to leak has been put forward as a concern for potential oil 
contamination of the �outhern �ills ��uifer. �ere, as �elis will separate oil from the �outhern �ills 
��uifer by three concentric layers of pipe and three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely 
that the oil and fresh water would come in contact with each other.  �orrosion issues, if they were 
ever to occur, would happen many years after �elis’ well is placed on production.  �y that time, the 
pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the �outhern �ills ��uifer� 
therefore, if communication between the productive tubing and the a�uifer occurred, water would 
flow into the tubing and no oil could flow into the �outhern �ills ��uifer.   

�arth�uakes caused by fracking operations have been brought up. There is no evidence that 
fracking operations have caused earth�uakes that a person could feel. �hile this may have 
                                                           

7 See http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac�021�3� and also  see http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-

mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-frac�ing-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-cream/ 
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occurred near a few waste water disposal wells, �elis has stated that wastewater from the operation 
of its well will not be disposed of in �t Tammany.  �nd, even if it were, the geology in most of 
Louisiana and �t �ammany �arish is different from the geology in the areas where the 
few earth�uakes have occurred, as those that have taken place have occurred in hard rock 
country where in�ected fluids lubricated a fault plane and released some stress �stored energy� along 
the fault. �o stored energy e�ists along fault planes in shallow �ertiary sediments in 
Louisiana underlying the well site because the unconsolidated sediments slowly deform when 
any stress is placed on them. 

�uch has been made by opponents of �elis’ well about the �outhern �ills ��uifer being the sole 
source of drinking water in �t Tammany �arish, and therefore no oil and gas activities should be 
allowed that could possibly harm it.  This argument has two ma�or problems: first, the �outhern �ill 
��uifer e�tends across all of the �lorida �arishes.  This water source has and will continue to 
provide fresh water for thousands of people while at the same time over 1,000 oil and gas wells 
have been drilled through it over the past 50 years, with no resulting contamination� 
secondly, the �outhern �ills ��uifer may not a sole source of fresh water because it is actually a sub�
surface fresh water �one made up of 10�15 separate fresh water sands. These sands are 
separated by impermeable shales and are therefore isolated from each other. This fact 
makes it all but impossible for a subsurface incident from an oil and gas operation to 
damage the �outhern �ills fresh water �one as a whole.  Fracking is also not new to this area 
of Louisiana.  �a�or fracking operations are safely taking place less than �0 miles away through 
the same a�uifer in neighboring �angipahoa �arish without any incident at all.  Fracking 
operations will begin soon in �ashington �arish �ust to the north of �t. Tammany �arish. 

� am �uite familiar and have been familiar for over two years with �elis �il � �as, LL� and with 
the owners of the proposed site.  In fact, I have known and been friends with the �oitevents for 
over �� years.  I know both to be wise stewards of the land who would do nothing to 
threaten or harm the environment.  In fact the �oitevent family were early �uguenot  
settlers arriving in �t Tammany �arish in a covered wagon some 200 years ago.  

For all of the many solid reasons set forth in this letter and as the �ible tells us that �od will 
bless us with oil riches out of the ground �“�hen I washed my steps with butter, and the rock 
poured me out rivers of oil�� �ob 2��� and “�acob� �e made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields� and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, 
and oil out of the flinty rock�� Deuteronomy ��:����, sweet crude out of � � �hale��, I 
���������������������������������������������������������������������������as �elis’ well is 
in the public interest, and it will benefit the �tate of Louisiana and the citi�ens and government 
of �t. Tammany �arish.  It will not harm the air, the water, or �uality of living of �t. Tammany �arish.  
Take a look at �ew �beria, L� surrounded by oil wells for decades.  It was �ust voted the best 
overall place for �uality of living in �merica�   
To repeat, this landowner strongly supports the L��’s issuance of the drilling permit to �elis per its 
application in �ngineering �ocket �o. 1���2�, and respectfully submits that it be forthwith for 
the  detailed reasons noted in this letter which I hereby submit for filing into the record of the 
matter and consideration by you in your deliberations. 

Thanks and �od bless, 
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�� �enry �lfred �c�nery ���  
L��� �inistries �nc   www.lambnola.com    �saiah �0�31 “�with wings as eagles��

���� Laurel �t, �ew �rleans, L�, �����, ���, ��4��������� � ��4��������� �ell 
hymcenery�hotmail.com    libbamcenery�yahoo.com    
“��cept ye� become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.� 
�atthew 18�3     ��indness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear.� 
�ark �wain      �For �od so L���� the world, that �e ���� �is only 
begotten ���, that ��������� ��L������ in �im shall ��T ���I��, but 
have ����L������ L�������ohn 3�1�

        “Semper Fidelis”        “De Oppresso Liber”

~    ~ ~   ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~><{{{{{** >
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Hon.  James Welsh, Commissioner of Conservation 

Office of Conservation

Engineering Division

P.O. Box 94275

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re:  Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well 

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I want to offer my thoughts on the application of Helis Oil & Gas (“Helis”) for a 
drilling permit to be issued by the Louisiana Office of Conservation ( “LOC") to 
Helis in Engineering Docket No. 14-626; Drilling Permit Application, Eads 
Poitevent et al No. 1 Well. I am an interested citizen and have property in St. 
Tammany.

Helis’ Excellent Track Record Of Safe and Effective Oilfield Drilling and Fracking

My research shows me that Helis has a longstanding and excellent track record of 
top-notch safe and technologically advanced performance in accordance with the 
highest industry standards and in accordance always with legal and regulatory 
requirements. Helis has received many commendations for its excellent track 
record in drilling safe and environmentally secure wells, including (i) a nomination 
by Federal offshore regulators for the National “SAFE” Award for its safety and 
environmental performance record; (ii) a commendation by the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality for its work remediating and restoring 
Stone Island due to a pit installed by a prior operator, which recognized that Helis 
"went above and beyond" in its efforts;  (iii) a US Coast Guard commendation for 
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its environmental protection efforts; and (iv) numerous annual safety awards 
from the Louisiana � or�ers� Compensation Corporation� 

Helis� has also drilled many wells similar to the one it proposes to drill in the past� 
These types of wells are not new to the oil and gas industry or to Louisiana.  It has 
an outstanding record of more than 80 years of safe and efficient operations and 
extensive operations on private, federal and state lands, as well as in the Gulf and 
in Louisiana waters and knows how to drill safely in sensitive environments.

Helis� drilling and frac�ing will be done in strict accordance with the highest and 
best standards employed in the oil and gas industry and in strict accordance with 
all legal and regulatory requirements. In addition, I understand that Helis has 
agreed with St. Tammany Parish officials to far exceed the already stringent oil 
well drilling and fracking protections Louisiana law and regulations enforced by 
your office impose on Helis. These concessions, coupled with the stringent laws 
and regulations enforced by your office, give me comfort that Helis will drill, 
compete and produce its well under the highest and best practices in the oil and 
gas industry in order to ensure a safe and technologically advanced drilling, 
completion and production operation by Helis. �or the many other 
environmentally safe ways that Helis will employ in connection with its proposed 
well, please see http:��www.helisenergypro�ect.com� 
and  https:��www.youtube.com�watch�v�LP�sbr8cqJk.

One significant way that Helis has shown its commitment to safe and 
environmentally secure drilling and fracking procedures in St. Tammany is that 
Helis has agreed to implement the stringent Safety and Environmental 
� anagement System (called “SE� S”) for its operations in the Parish. What SEMS 
means for Helis� St� �ammany well is this�  

i.          �ull-time, experienced safety inspectors on drilling and 
completion operations.

ii.         Every employee and contractor on Helis locations is properly 
trained and given full safety briefings, and   

iii.        Every Helis employee and contractor can stop work on any 
operation if he or she deems it unsafe.
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As a further sign of its  commitment to protect the water, air and land resources 
of St. Tammany, Helis has also agreed to use an extra string of casing in its well. 
That means that the Southern Hills Aquifer will be protected by three concentric 
strings of casing - one more than the legally required two strings of casing�  
and  three layers of cement. Helis has also agreed to noise dampening protection, 
traffic restrictions on its equipment going to and from the  wellsite,  air and water 
monitoring, and other extra protections. This shows me that Helis is committed to 
always “go the e�tra mile” to show its respect for the people and resources of St. 
Tammany Parish. 

Fracking is  Safe and Effective and Will Not Harm the Southern Hills Aquifer

I am aware that hydraulic fracturing of wells dates from 1949, and that hundreds 
of thousands of oil and gas wells have been safely operated with this process 
being employed. Overall, fracking has  dramatically expanded domestic 
production of oil and natural gas� diminished the � S� reliance on foreign sources 
of supply and enhanced American security. 

Many thousands of wells that are horizontally drilled and hydraulically fractured 
have been completed in shale formations in Louisiana, so fracking is not new to 
this area. As you are aware, ma�or fracking operations are safely taking place less 
than 40 miles away and drilling is now going on safely through the Southern Hills 
Aquifer� the same aquifer Helis will drill through and protect--  in neighboring 
Tangipahoa Parish without any incident at all. �racking operations are about to 
start soon in Washington Parish �ust to the north of St. Tammany.

I have also found no credible evidence of significant adverse impacts to safety or 
water supplies in Louisiana or any other state due to fracking. In fact, your office 
and local officials in Louisiana show that there are no air, water quality or health 
problems reported from any fracked well in Louisiana. Specifically, I am also 
convinced that Helis will employ techniques that will protect the Southern Hills 
Aquifer and the air and land resources of this Parish.

Some have said that, because the Southern Hills Aquifer in St Tammany Parish 
provides us our drinking water, no oil and gas activities should be allowed. 
However, while the Southern Hill Aquifer extends across all of the �lorida Parishes 
and provides fresh water for many, it nevertheless must be acknowledged that at 
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the same time over 5,000 oil and gas wells have been drilled through it over the 
past 50 years with no resulting contamination.

Helis’ well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 12,000 feet.  As the 
Southern Hills Aquifer extends only to 3,000 feet, Helis’ well will be 9,000 feet 
below the aquifer, providing a significant safeguard to the aquifer. Several peer-
reviewed scientific studies have that concluded that fracking poses no risk to 
fresh water aquifers. See, for example, the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/16/science/study-points-to-
well-leaks-not-fracking-for-water-contamination.html.   In addition, as Helis will 
separate oil from the Southern Hills Aquifer by three concentric layers of pipe and 
three layers of cement, it is extremely unlikely that the oil and fresh water would 
come in contact with each other. Corrosion issues, if they were ever to occur, 
would happen many years after Helis’ well is placed on production. By that time, 
the pressure in the production tubing will be lower than the pressure in the 
Southern Hills Aquifer; therefore, if communication between the productive 
tubing and the aquifer occurred, water would flow into the tubing and no oil 
could flow into the Southern Hills Aquifer.   

As to the chemicals that Helis may use in its fracking, a study by the University of 
Colorado at Boulder published recently in the respected journal Analytical 
Chemistry of components found that  fracking fluid injected into shale to release 
oil and gas (including  samples from fracking fluid from Louisiana and four other 
states) contains chemicals in substances most people ingest all the time, including 
ice cream, laxatives and toothpaste. The study indicates that additives found in 
one component used in fracking (surfactants, which breaks surface tension to 
allow oil to be extracted) are no more toxic than common household items. Other 
chemicals used are commonly found in hair color, IV fluids, laundry detergents, 
cosmetics and household cleaners. Please see 
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/ac502163k 
and   http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/11/13/study-fracking-chemicals-found-in-toothpaste-and-ice-
cream/.

The Citizens of Louisiana and St. Tammany Parish Will Benefit Economically By 
Helis’ Success
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� also cannot i�nore the recent stron� endorsement of Helis’ well by the 
Northshore Business Council-- representing 60 businesses and thousands of 
employees in the Northshore region strongly supports Helis’ well and the 
issuance of the drilling permit, along with the � est St. Tammany Chamber of 
Commerce, which represents 1,000 members and their 30,000 employees, which 
also stron�ly supports Helis’ plans. Significantly, the Northshore Business 
�ouncil’s endorsement of Helis was �oined by all of the following regional 
business groups, which represent hundreds of thousands of jobs in this area also 
sternly support Helis’ drillin� permit and plans�
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�or the full text of the announcement, please see 
http://gnoinc.org/news/publications/press-release/regional-business-community-
stands-behind-northshore-business-council-in-support-of-energy-industry/

As Helis has agreed to go above and beyond already-established safe and 
effective methods of drilling, completing and producing minerals in connection 
with its proposed well that will protect the resources of St. Tammany, and also 
weighing the temporary inconvenience that some may experience during the 
brief time Helis is drilling its well against the significant economic benefits that 
will accrue to the citi�ens of St. Tammany Parish by way of high quality jobs, 
higher sales tax revenues and increased  property taxes paid to Parish 
government, the St. Tammany Parish  School Board and other local governmental 
agencies, I urge that you issue Helis the drilling permit that it has applied for 
without delay.
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Received, will do 
 
Patrick Courreges 
La Department of Natural Resources 
225 454 8223 

From: Don Shea
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 16:48
To: Jim Welsh; Patrick Courreges
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Regional Business Community Stands behind Northshore Business Council In 
Support of Energy Industry

FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE

October 30, 2014
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�������������� ������ ���t��� �er��, �re�ter �e� Or�e���, ��c�, �04��2�����0, 
cber�����o��c�or�

3�� ����� �treet, ���te 2300, �e� Or�e���, �� �0130 ��o�e� �04��2����00 ���� �04��2�����0 ������o��c�or�

�E���RLEA�S �� The undersigned organizations endorse the Northshore 
� ���er� �e �re co����e�t t��t �tro�� �t�te ��� �oc�� o�er����t c�� e���re
 
��e �� �ort��ce o� t�e e�er�� �����tr� to o�r �t�te c���ot be o�er�t�te�� �
taxes collected by the state. Louisiana is leading America’s energy boom, 
 
You can read the Northshore Business Council’s �t�te� e�t o� ����ort �ere

�����e�� �o��c�� o� �e� Or�e��� ��� t�e ���er �e��o�  
�re�ter �e� Or�e���, ��c�  
��� � o�� �re� �co�o� �c ��� �����tr��� �e�e�o�� e�t ���tr�ct  
�e��er�o� �����e�� �o��c��  
�e��er�o� ���� ber o� �o� � erce  
�e��er�o� ��r��� �co�o� �c �e�e�o�� e�t �o� � ����o�  
�e� Or�e��� ���� ber o� �o� � erce  
�����e� ��e� ���oc��t�o� o� �����e�� ��� �����tr�  
���er �e��o� ���� ber o� �o� � erce  
�t� �er��r� ���� ber o� �o� � erce  
�t� ��� � ��� �co�o� �c �e�e�o�� e�t �o����t�o�  
�t� ��� � ��� �o� eb����er� ���oc��t�o�  
�t� ��� � ��� �e�t ���� ber o� �o� � erce  
�o�t�e��t �e��o��� �o���t�o� o� �����e�� �o��c���  
��������o� �co�o� �c �e�e�o�� e�t �o����t�o�  
�������to� �co�o� �c �e�e�o�� e�t �o����t�o�  
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From: Charles Goodwin [bcharlesgoodwin@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Sunday, November 16, 2014 7:18 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
CC: Terri@LSArchitecture.com; Robert M MVN Tewis; 'Farabee, Michael V MVN'; Rick Franzo; Patrick 
Courreges; Greg Lemons; 'Lisa Jordon'; 'Donald Lee'; League of Women Voters; Joan Simon; stp Jake 
Groby stp council; stp Marty Gould, stp council; stp Marty Dean stp council; stp Dennis Sharp, stp 
council; stp Maureen Obrien stp council; stp James Thompson, stp council; stp Gene Bellisario stp 
council; stp Jerry Binder stp council; stp Steve Stefancik stp council; stp Chris Canulette stp council; stp 
Richard Tanner, stp council; stp Reid Falconer, stp council chair; m Donald Villere Mayor; m Ernest 
Burguieres; m Clay Madden; m Rick Danielson; m David Ellis; m Carla Buchholz 
Subject: Re: Your authority as Commissioner must be exercised to protect us all 

Mr. Welsh, 
 
First, I agree totally with Terri Lewis Stevens letter (below) to you. 
 
Second, granting a permit defies your own Mission Statement.   
 
Third, either decline this permit or change your Mission Statement. (1) 
 
Fourth, if you intend to issue a permit per this quote "“State law is very clear,” Couregess told 
DeSmogBlog. “If the Helis permit complies with the rules they will get their permit.” 
(2) then that confirms the rules to get a permit are laughable, meaningless, insulting and a bar set low 
enough to trip a turtle. 
 
Possibly, and justifiably, DNR may become the laughing stock of all Louisiana agencies, and probably 
other state DNRs as well.   
 
PLEASE PROTECT LOUISIANA BY DENYING THIS PERMIT AND COMPLYING WITH YOUR MISSION 
STATEMENT. 
 
 
B.C. Goodwin 
Mandeville, La 
985-635-1900 
 
(1)    MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to ensure and promote sustainable and 
responsible use of the natural resources of our state so that they are available for the enjoyment and 
benefit of our citizens now and in the future. 
 
(2)    http://desmogblog.com/2014/10/17/more-oil-companies-disclose-risks-fracking-climate-change-
investors 
 
 
If fracking is so safe..... 
 
If fracking is so safe, why won't frackers guarantee to clean-up the mess 
they make, and to provide an irrevocable perfo 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS (not from Hearing)



 

 2 

rmance bond to do so� 
 
If so safe, why won't the frackers provide their plan to clean up what they 
pollute�  �hat is their ��lan �� �� 
 
If so safe, why has the �orth �arolina legislature proposed �ailing anyone 
who reveals what chemicals are actually used in fracking� 
 
It so safe, why would fracking be severely curtailed if it had to pass the 
�lean �ater �ct�  �It was e�empted in ���� by �ick �heney aka �alliburton.� 
 
If so safe, why does the so-called �treated� to�ic waste water cause numerous 
earth�uakes in areas that have previously had few or none�  
 
If so safe, why are there more annual spills in the �� than ���on �alde�� 
 
If so safe, why do property values drop, and why do realty disclosure 
statements now ask how far you are from fracking�in�ection well sites� 
 
If so safe, why did ���on's ��� protest fracking in his area, where it would 
affect �is �roperty �alue, �is �lean �ir, �is �lean �ater�   
 
�he property rights of the �any trump the mineral rights of the �ew. 
 
�lean energy creates more �obs than fossil fuel energy. 
On 11/15/2014 9:57 AM, Terri Lewis Stevens wrote: 

Dear Commissioner Welsh, 
 
Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision 
suggested that Helis would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was 
adequately met.  
 
During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment 
of a fee, a completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best 
Management Practices) would be employed during their drilling activities.  During the 
hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially discussions on this issue he’d indicated 
that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not the “where” of drilling.  
Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.   
 
 

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be 
considered by the DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the 
act of punching a hole.   
 

The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can 
meet DNR’s requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of 
life concerns won’t suffice to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-louisiana-s-st-
tammany-parish 
 
 

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply granting a permit to 
drill/hydraulically fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources,
which implies ALL, not simply for oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your 
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authority is to consider ALL of the natural resources, their use and impact on a 
community where a permit is granted.  �f this would not be the case, then why not 
simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere�  �hy care what happens to the 
lakes, streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with toxic chemicals� 
 

The specific, and as we ha�e learned minimal, criteria for in�ecting toxic chemicals into 
the Natural Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is extracted, 
and the resulting emissions, wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, 
truck traffic and emissions associated with the mineral removal…must all be considered 
as an impact of the permit.  �ne effort is not mutually exclusi�e of the others.  �t cannot 
be. 
 
This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit 
beneath a house…and then not being responsible when the house burns down.  �ne 
action directly affects the other.   
 
No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  �rom my 
understanding no other community within LA has ob�ected to a permit being granted.  
�or those communities � suggest, li�e and let li�e.   
 
This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally considered in the permit 
process.  �e ha�e Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not�  And why 
wouldn’t we, if you are to determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our 
shared Natural Resources.  They are shared-both abo�e and below ground, by us all.  As 
such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable consideration as well� 
 
�nce the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of �elis…but 
until that time they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect 
which must be considered in all that you appro�e. 
 
� will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza restaurant appears to 
re�uire much more permitting re�iew and appro�al criteria than to obtain a permit to 
in�ect toxic fluids into the earth and atmosphere and then pollute e�eryone on the 
surface during its collection.  There is something inherently askew with that picture.   
 

�ecause the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single 
pri�ate Limited Liability company, � will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the 
basis that it is your right to impose a greater level of caution and judicious 
consideration toward the residents where this action is to occur.  ��ual 
consideration must be gi�en to all who share the Natural Resources of �t. Tammany 
�arish. 
 

�hether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the issue-the 
resultant industrial de�astation to our li�ing, breathing neighborhoods and built 
en�ironment, must be protected e�ually by your action. 
 

Thanking you for your consideration of this re�uest, please deny the �elis permit until 
such time as the process can be achie�ed without toxic chemicals used, and without the 
collection nuisances inappropriate to urban life. 
 
Regards, 
Terri 
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Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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From: vicky caballero [vico.caballero@live.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:44 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: St.Tammany 

Good afternoon. My name is Victoria I'm from Mexico and I wrote this email to support 
st.tammany cuz I really opposed to fracking the aquifer, I mean why to destroy nature? It's a 
beautiful place and it helps people! Please don't do it.  
Sincerely. Victoria Caballero 
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Our Continuing Mission Since 1943... Making Home & Investment Dreams Come True!
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Cynthia A Brooking 
23015 Hwy 1084 Telephone (985) 985-3014 
Covington, LA 70435 Email: sbelle1@bellsouth.net 
 
November 18, 2014 
 
Department of Natural Resources 
State of Louisiana State of Louisiana 
P. O. Box 94275 P. O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge. LA 70804-9275 Baton Rouge. LA 70804-9275 
 
RE: Eads Poitevent, Et Al, No. 1 Well, Lacombe Bayou Field 
Engineering Docket No. 14-626 
 
Dear Mr. Welsh, Courreges and Wells, 
On behalf of my Family, Friends and the Citizens of St. Tammany Parish, I 
emailed several letters to Mr Welch, also Mr. Courreges, and attended the 
Public hearing on 11/12/2014 at Lakeshore High School. 
 
Please note my presence at the Public meeting on 11/12/2014, my letters 
dated 11/16/2014 and 11/17/2014 and this letter dated 11/18/2014 as 
opposition by me, my Family, Friends and the Citizens of St. 
Tammany Parish, to the issuance of a drilling permit to Helis Oil & Gas, LLC on 
the Eads Poitevant et al’s well location in the Lacombe Bayou Field referenced 
in the above permit applications.  
 
Please make my letters a matter of public record as relates to this matter. 
 
 I request you deny Helis’ drilling for these additional reasons: 
First and foremost, you should rule, morally and legally, for the Citizens of St. 
Tammany Parish’s right to health, safety, and welfare under the Constitution of 
the United States, the Constitution of the State of Louisiana and St. Tammany 
Parish’s Home Rule Charter, all ofwhich support our right to deny Hellis’ 
drilling permit. 
1. GRANTING HELIS A PERMIT TO DRILL AND FRACK WILL DESTROY OUR 
WETLANDS. 
During the Public hearing on 11/12/2014, as part of the hearing, Adam T. 
(Ted) Bourgoyne, Jr., Ph.D. P.E., 1969, Professor Emeritus of Petroleum 
Engineering, Louisiana State University and Vice-President, Bourgoyne 
Enterprises Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana stated, "The Economic impact 
COULD be considerable". We urge you to focus on and give every consideration 
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against granting Helis a permit todrill where Helis will destroy our wetlands 
and wildlife. 
 
2. GRANTING HELIS THIS PERMIT WILL INCREASE TRAFFIC CONGESTION. 
Using a conservative estimate of 2,500 trucks per drilled well to carry 
equipment and supplies to and from the well site. Granting Helis this permit 
will generate more applications for additional wells from Helis and many mre 
oil companies. Just examine Texas. You would be opening the floodgates to an 
estimates 6,000 wells in St Tammany Parish would require more 
than 15 million more 18 wheelers on our roads in St. Tammany Parish. 
That's a tremendous increase in traffic congestion, which our every day traffic 
can not handle. Going to and from work has already caused terrible delays and 
the increase in the risk of traffic accidents, injuries and death. In particular, 
consider the risk of our children and teachers at Lakeshore High School. 
Drilling across from Lakeshore High School would generate two thousand five 
hundred(2,500) 18 wheelers on the same parish road upon which our teachers 
and high school students travel and drive twice a day. Traffic congestion 
increases the potential for accident by or including 18 wheelers, loaded with 
numerous toxic chemicals. 
Those 2,500 trucks driving to and from the well site across the street will be 
bringing these chemicals to the site, and removing the frack water which has 
been polluted with these chemicals. Any kind of leak, traffic accident, or 
intentional spill of any of these compounds will be hazardous to these children 
at Lakeshore High School. 
 
Who is most effected by such accidents? Not Helis, the benefactor of these 18 
wheelers, but our children, their families, the Lakeshore High School, residents 
in the area and all citizens who use the parish roads by these 18 wheelers! 
 
3. FRACKING RESULTS IN TOXIC AIR POLLUTION. 
Emissions from diesel-fueled engines are composed of thousands of substances 
including more than 40 air toxins that are known or suspected carcinogens. 
Diesel, a dirty fuel, is heavier and oilier than gasoline. Diesel exhaust is a 
complex mixture of carbon, ash, and sulfate participles, and hydrocarbons. In 
addition, the engine produces nitrous oxide (NOx) a precursor of smog. One 
heavy-duty diesel truck can produce as much air pollution as 150 passenger 
cars. 
 
Increasing evidence links exposures to these substances with lung cancer, 
upper respiratory illness, allergies, asthma attacks, and death from heart and 
respiratory disorders. In fact, recent EPA data indicate that diesel exhaust is 
likely the main air pollutant contributing to cancer risk in Oregon. On road 
emissions are particularly dangerous for those who share the road. When cars 
follow diesel trucks or buses, the levels of soot INSIDE those cars are 6 to 8 
times higher than the ambient air outside those cars.  
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Using figures from a study on diesel pollution in Oregon, 2,500 trucks, needed 
for Helis’ ONE well, going up and down the highway right outside Lakeshore 
High School will result in the Lakeshore High students, teachers and all school 
personnel breathing: 
1,240,000 lbs Volatile Organic Compounds 
2,717,500 lbs Carbon Monoxide 
32,500 lbs Particulate Matter 
139,645,000 lbs Carbon Dioxide 
3,225,000 lbs Nitrogen Oxides 
 
This is an unacceptable level of toxic air and pollution. When those figures are 
multiplied by a potential 6,000 wells, our air quality will be heavily toxic and 
polluted in St Tammany Parish. 
 
4. CLEAN WATER and TOXIC WASTE: 
In order to frack, Helis will use a at least two and a half million (2,500,000) 
gallons of water per well. With a potential of six thousand (6,000) wells, fifteen 
BILLION(15,000,000,000) gallons of water will be forever full of toxic chemical, 
lost forever to our eco-system. 
 
Our Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has concluded:  
 
"More than one billion people - one in five people- on this planet we live on, 
lacks access to safe drinking water. 
By the year 2050, 40 percent of the world will suffer water shortages. 
Less than 3% of the world's water supply is fresh water and much of that is 
inaccessible.”  
 
http://www.savewateramerica.com/index.htm 
. 
Our State of Louisiana government is giving our water away to hydraulic 
fracturing projects - even from our scenic rivers! We have already given away 
105 million gallons, with more permits pending. In Baton Rouge, our State 
Capital, major industries are using aquifer water to the tune of millions of 
gallons per day, when the Mississippi River is right there. 
 
Is this moral and ethical for our State governing bodies to allow our waters to 
be given away to when it forever removes our water from the eco-system? Oil 
companies should and can afford to pay for what they take from Louisiana. The 
real issue here is even more important: 
 
Louisiana should not sell its Citizens’ water! We ALL own that water. We ALL 
need water to survive and it is your solemn duty to protect All of us from the 
loss of our waters. 
 
5. CHEMICAL USED IN FRACKING ARE TOXIC TO HUMANS. 
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Between 2005 and 2009 the most widely used chemical in hydraulic fracturing, 
as measured by the number of compounds containing the chemical, was 
methanol which was used in 342 hydraulic fracturing products. Methanol is a 
hazardous air pollutant on the candidate list for potential regulation under the 
Safe Drinking Water Act.  
 
Some of the other most widely used chemicals are isopropyl alcohol (used in 
274 products), 2-butoxyethanol (used in 126 products), and ethylene glycol 
(used in 119 products). 
 
Between 2005 and 2009, the oil and gas service companies used hydraulic 
fracturing products containing 29 chemicals. These 29 chemicals were 
components of more than 650 different products used in hydraulic fracturing 
that are: 
(1) known or possible human carcinogens, 
(2) regulated under the Safe Drinking Water Act for their risks to human 
health, or 
(3) listed as hazardous air pollutants under the Clean Air Act. 
 
Fracking itself will release compounds into the air such as benzene, 
ethylbenzene, toluene and n-hexane; long term exposure to these has been 
linked to birth defects, neurological problems, blood disorders and cancer. 
 
6. ST. TAMMANY PARISH WILL NOT PROSPER FROM FRACKING. 
Louisiana has a severance tax exemption on minerals extracted using 
directional drilling for 2 years or until the cost of drilling the well is recovered, 
whichever comes first. After these exemptions are exhausted, the oil company 
can drill another well and restart the process of another severance tax 
exemption. 
 
7. OUR STATE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT MONITORING 
OF DRILLING OPERATIONS TO PROTECT US. 
The Office of Conservation has also been unable to develop an effective 
enforcement process to address non-compliance.  
 
The Office of Conservation does not have adequate funds to properly regulate 
and inspect the state's oil and gas wells, and to properly overseeing a growing 
number of "orphaned" wells abandoned by private operators, (Legislative Audit 
June 2014). The Office of Conservation was unable to inspect at least 53% of 
the 50,960 oil and gas wells in the state at least once every three years between 
July 1, 2008, and June 30, 2013, as required by department rules. That 
resulted in more than 12,700 wells not being inspected at all during that time. 
Add this to the many exemptions for hydraulic fracturing under United States 
Federal law: the oil and gas industries are exempt or excluded from several of 
the major federal environmental laws. These laws range from protecting clean 
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water and air, to preventing the release of toxic substances and chemicals into 
the environment: 
the Clean Air Act, 
the Clean Water Act, 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
the National Environmental Policy Act, 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 
the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, and 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation & Liability 
Act(Superfund). 
 
We have valid concerns for our health, safety and welfare and you should NOT 
grant this drilling permit or any other drilling permit using hydraulic fracturing 
in St Tammany Parish. 
 
Thank you for your service and protection of my Family, Friends and the 
Citizens of St. Tammany Parish. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cynthia A Brooking 
23015 Hwy 1084 Covington, LA 70435 
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From: Jade Hall [jade14h@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:42 PM 
To: Jim Welsh 
Subject: Tracking is dangerous 
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Dear Commissioner Welsh, 

Yesterday I was informed that comments made in advance of your permit decision suggested that Helis 
would likely be granted a permit if the minimum permit criteria was adequately met.  

During the hearing we learned that the permit criteria was little more than the payment of a fee, a 
completed application and the assurances by Helis that BMP’s (Best Management Practices) would be 
employed during their drilling activities.  During the hearing I reminded Patrick that during our initially 
discussions on this issue he’d indicated that the DNR was assigned the task of the “how” of drilling, not 
the “where” of drilling.  Patrick responded affirmatively when I spoke that message.  

Then I went on to suggest at the DNR hearing that if this is true, then what must be considered by the 
DNR is HOW the act of drilling will impact this community, beyond the act of punching a hole.   

The article, however, suggested that, “According to Courresges, if Helis proves they can meet DNR’s 
requirements, they will be issued a permit. Public comment about quality of life concerns won’t suffice 
to stop it.” 
http://desmogblog.com/2014/11/14/citizens-protest-fracking-permit-louisiana-s-st-tammany-parish

Your authority as DNR Commissioner extends well beyond simply granting a permit to drill/hydraulically 
fracture.  Your title and authority is Commissioner of Natural Resources, which implies ALL, not simply for 
oil/gas resources.  This would suggest that your authority is to consider ALL of the natural resources, 
their use and impact on a community where a permit is granted.  If this would not be the case, then why 
not simply dole out permits which could be used anywhere?  Why care what happens to the lakes, 
streams, air and earth in the course of fracking it with toxic chemicals? 

The specific, and as we have learned minimal, criteria for injecting toxic chemicals into the Natural 
Resources below us, and the processes by which this resource is extracted, and the resulting emissions, 
wasted water, contamination inherent with the process, truck traffic and emissions associated with the 
mineral removal…must all be considered as an impact of the permit.  One effort is not mutually exclusive 
of the others.  It cannot be. 

This would be tantamount to suggesting that you regulate the use of matches being lit beneath a 
house…and then not being responsible when the house burns down.  One action directly affects the 
other.   

No permit is granted without a specific location being designated.  From my understanding no other 
community within LA has objected to a permit being granted.  For those communities I suggest, live and 
let live.   

This community’s residents, however, must be fairly and equally considered in the permit process.  We 
have Rights in the granting of the permit as well, do we not?  And why wouldn’t we, if you are to 
determine the impacts of the act of drilling in protecting our shared Natural Resources.  They are shared-
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both above and below ground, by us all.  As such, should the residents not be entitled to reasonable 
consideration as well? 

Once the resources reach the surface are when they become the property of �elis…but until that time 
they are Natural, shared and unclaimed.  The process is the critical aspect which must be considered in 
all that you approve. 

I will maintain that obtaining a building permit to construct a pizza restaurant appears to require much 
more permitting review and approval criteria than to obtain a permit to inject toxic fluids into the earth 
and atmosphere and then pollute everyone on the surface during its collection.  There is something 
inherently askew with that picture.   

�ecause the risks to the masses by far outweigh the potential benefit to one single private Limited 
Liability company, I will urge you, once again, to deny the permit on the basis that it is your right to 
impose a greater level of caution and judicious consideration toward the residents where 
this action is to occur.  �qual consideration must be given to all who share the Natural Resources of 
�t. Tammany �arish. 

Whether or not there are safe means and methods to extract is not the issue-the resultant industrial 
devastation to our living, breathing neighborhoods and built environment, must be protected equally by 
your action. 

Thanking you for your consideration of this request, please deny the �elis permit until such time as the 
process can be achieved without toxic chemicals used, and without the collection nuisances inappropriate 
to urban life. 

Regards, 
Terri 

 
Terri Lewis Stevens  
Architect / NCARB 
LSArchitecture, PLLC 
409.299.0162 
LSArchitecture.com 
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Daniel Henry

From: John Adams (DNR)

Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:16 AM

To: Daniel Henry

Subject: FW: Opposition to Helis Permit

For inclusion in Helis Comments 

 

John Adams 

 

From: Burns, Rep. Timothy (Chamber Laptop) [mailto:tburns@legis.la.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 5:27 PM 

To: John Adams (DNR) 

Cc: Burns, Rep. Timothy (District Office) 
Subject: Opposition to Helis Permit 

 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

 

I believe that any permit granted to Helis Oil should be conditioned upon a zoning change from the present zoning of A-1 

residential to an industrial zoning.   

 

Article VI, Section 5 of the Constitution of Louisiana provides that a home rule charter can authorize a local government 

to "exercise any power and performance of any function necessary, requisite, or proper for the management of its 

affairs, not denied by general law or inconsistent with this constitution." 

 

Article VI, Section 17, authorizes parishes and municipalities to adopt regulations for land use, zoning, and historic 

preservation. 

 

Using the express powers granted to it in the Louisiana Constitution, St. Tammany Parish has enacted a comprehensive 

land use plan and zoned certain areas of the parish residential while others industrial. The present zoning is the most 

restrictive as the plans for growth in this corridor envisioned residential housing. If a duplex in this area would require a 

zoning change or waiver, then so should fracking operations. 

 

Although R.S. 30:4 grants the commissioner of conservation very broad authority over oil and gas drilling and production 

activities, and R.S. 30:28 provides specifically for his authority with respect to permitting drilling, both the revised 

statutes and the constitution is silent as to whether this authority overrides land use zoning.   

 

In addition, there is very little legal guidance on the issue. 

 

Attorney general opinion no. 05-272 looked at the question of injection wells, which are also subject to the authority of 

the commissioner of conservation under R.S. 30:4.  That opinion examined that authority vis a vis a home rule charter 

parish (Iberia Parish) and concluded that "even with a comprehensive zoning ordinance, a parish may not entirely 

prohibit the location in the parish of certain types of waste or storage facilities.  It may be that the same logic would 

apply to fracking activities. 

 

In Vanguard Environmental, LLC v Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, the First Circuit considered a conflict 

between a local zoning regulation and a state law regarding the siting of a disposal well and held that waste injection 

wells, including siting, is the exclusive jurisdiction of the office of conservation.   
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However, these conclusions seem to be limited to  injection wells and not drillling activities.  Since there is limited 

guidance on this issue the Office of Conservation should either wait until the litigation is concluded or make the permit 

contingent upon the proper zoning.  

 

 

Rep. Tim Burns 

2090 Woodrow Street 

Suite A 

Mandeville, LA  70448 

985-624-4492  (o) 

985-624-4496  (f) 

985-373-3939  ( c ) 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This email communication may contain confidential information which also may be legally privileged and is 

intended only for the use of the intended recipients identified above. If you are not the intended recipient of this 

communication, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized review, use, dissemination, distribution, 

downloading, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient and 

have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by reply email, delete the 

communication and destroy all copies.  
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