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River moving foriVard 
''TheFalse Riv~r Watershed depthof5fe~t. Though the dredging project belowpoo~leveluntilJhedredging . and birds have aireadybegun to Hnecurren:tlycallsforconstruction 

G(!lmcil recyntly .·met to. discuss . The dredging of the South Flats . could 'be completed . within the for Phase 1 is complete, according,. make u~e· of the new habitat, ac~ and other work in the North Flats 
the progress of the' False River area qf'False River will provide original time sc,hedule, the e~ten~ to the project.engineer. · cording to Louisiana Department ·to begin by the fall of2016 .. 
Ecosystcimi Restoration Project ·multiple benefits t() water. quality ·, sio~; W'hich would conie at no "While the project has gone as ·. of Natural Resources officials Plans are also moving forward 
and r~~eive an updatefrqm project • and fish habitatthrough removal of .. additional cost to.. the project, is planned to date, it is important to who. are monitoring the project. for the creation of more Spawning 
engineers and contractor. · · sediments that have loweted water 1 being ~oughtto give more time for .· make sure an· aspects of Pl1ase .1 The island's containment area for beds. to supplement the spawning 

. · <:urrently, the most easily ob- quality, through providing addi- disturbedsediments to settle inthe. are done righ~ the first time," said dredged material is currently at beds created by the Louisiana 
· served result· of the work dorie in tiona!' water depth 'that will allow . area being dredged and improve State Rep. MajorThibaut,D-Oscar, design capachyfor the first. stage of Department of 'wildlife. 'ahd .Fish­
Ph~se 1· isin the South Flats area the area to maintain a cooler water. the structural integrity oftheislarid. who has ·led the effort to secure the project, pending further settle- .eries in 2013, along' with creation 
of the. waterbody, where dredg- . temperature in.· a healthier range The ext~nsion would provide . state suppoft. funding. and. the col- ment of the containment dikes. ·of several artifichil reefs in Faise 
. ing fn the southern reach of Fruse . for fish and that allows for fish to twofold benefits to the project, in · .. li:tboration of state agencies for the Other benefits . can already be·· River. Pl~nning for .this work has 
Riv~r. has provided the material establish new 1spaw.ning areas to .· that it would allow the ;eo~tractor · . project. seen in the return of aquatic plants begun and construction is expected 
for the creation of a contain.rrient increase the population. . ·to draw o:pt the remaining 'sedi~ · "The future work done in this . near the sh()res qf .False River, to beginiri the near future. 
dike "island.''.·· ·On the adVice of the project· mentfrom Phase 1 dredging more ¥ea will be anchored by what we . which act .also help to act as sedi- In other aspects of the False. 

That island is a rirtg~levee style lead engineer and request of .the . slowly and efficiently, and that it' accompVsh .in this first 'phase, so nient filters, as well a~ habitats and River Restoration Project,. the 
· containment feature built from co~ tractor conducting: dredging • wot1lci allow for more drying time we have to ensure that the founda- p~ of the food chain .for fish. c(>uncil has receive~;! a determina-

material dredge<l from the south .operations in the South Flats area, for sediment· deposited on the · tion for this restoration project is On the northern ~reach of False Hon tl:latthe area involved in the 
end of the. False River thatis also the False River Watershed Council containment ishl.nd, which in tum ·. solid." . · River, geotec]J.nical bofings . and ·· M-1 canal modification falls under 
intendedasanareathatcanreceive. has)reco1Il1llended that the Pointe increasesthestabilityoftlieisland. 1\tthe same time, mbust plant data collectionhave begun in U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

. material from future dredging proj- Coupee Paris~ Police Jury approve · To. better drain the material that.is growth, in,cludin,~ sqme initiaJ · preparation for engineering work (COB) wetlands. regulations, and 
ects. Themateri'aUtlready dredged, a 90-day exten~ion of the. timeline being dredged,the water leyels in tree growth,· has ~eady begun to on .. dredging and' pl~cement Of a. permit application is being sub~ 
and placed is the equivale'nt of forcompletionof:Phase 1-dredging. FalseRiverwouldbemaintainedat provide anchoring vegetation for dredged material from the No~h mitted. The M-1 Ca11al is the pri-
covering '2~. footb.~U fields to a · in the area. therr c1ment levelo:fabout 1 foot . the SouthFlats island~ andwildlif.e Flats area in the future. The time- (Continued-On Page 3) 
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1mary <;h:aina,ge pathway into .False· 
Riyer and the council is seeldng 
COB approval for construction. of 
weirs and impleme:ptation of other 
structures anqsirategiesto Jighten 
the nutrient and sediment ioad the 
canal brings to False River. Fund­
ing is already in p~ace for theM~ 1 
CanaL work as part ofthe $1 mil­
lion being provided by NRG f<;>r. 
t~e ptoject. 
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. ·Erosion a,rid sediments from· potential work on the Lighthouse 

. nearby land have·· qreated water Canal, which ist,he ~ain Qischarge 
guality,issues for False River ~>Ver · for the flow from False River. 
time,andtheM-1· Cru;tal modifica~ Additiomilly, .. the third. season· 
tion is aimed at creating ways to . • of commercial fishing in Fal~y 
intercept that runoff .and sedim¢nt . Riv(;lr is set to. begin on October 
before the water reaqhes False 1. Commercial fishing. imprO'feS 
River. At the. same time, a permit recreational fishing by selectively 
application is,being prepared on rem.~ving i"ot1gh fish~ that aetas 
the M~2 canal for similar work, comp~tition for or predators of 
and hydrology is being studiedf~:>r sport fish. 
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