“Councrl recently ‘met to" drscuss

the progress of the False River

Ecosystem Restoratlon PrOJect
and receive an update from pro;ect

- engrneers and contractor. ‘

. Cuirrently, the most easrly ob-

'served result-of the work done in

Phase 1'is.in the South Flats area -
~of the waterbody, where dredg- -
ing in the southern reach of False"
River has provided the- material

_ for the creation of a contalnment
_drke “igland?5 :

“That island is a rrng levee style :
- contarnment feature bullt from
“material dredged from the south ’»,

| end of the False. Rrver that is also

' mtended asan area that can receive

, 'materral from future dredging proj-

. ects. The material already dredged .

and placed is the. equrvalent of
. coverrng 22 football f1elds to a

“'The False River Watershed depth of5 feet.
_ Thedredging of the South Flats' :
-area of False River will provide :
i .'multlple beneﬁts to water quality

' and fish habitat through removal of .~

sedrments that have lowered water
quality, through providing addi-

tional water depth that will allow
the area to maintain a cooler water
temperature in-a healthrer range -
for fish and that allows for fish to
:estabhsh new spawnrng areas to
. increase the populatlon
On the advice of the prOJect 5
~1ead engineet and request of the
'rcontractor conductlng dredgrng :
roperatrons in the South Flats area, ‘
 the False River Watershed Council
_,haslrecornmended that the Pomte
Coupee Parrsh Pollce Tury approve :
a 90-day extension of the timeline .
for completron of Phase 1 dredgrng
~in the area., r :

Though the dredgrng pI‘O_]eCt

~-could be completed. within the

orrglnal time ‘schedule, the exten:

' ‘sion, . which would come at no

addrtronal cost to the pro;ect is

‘being sought to give more time for .

d1sturbed sedrments to settle in'the

“area belng dredged and i improve

the structural integrity of the island.
The extensron would provide

- twofold beneﬁts to the prolect in .
that it would allow the contractor :
o draw out the remaining sedr-

ment from Phase 1 dredging more

for sedrment dep031ted on the

a contalnment 1s1and whrch in: turn
increases the stab111ty of the island. .

To better drain the material that is
berng dredged, the water levels in

False River would be malnta;lned at:
= therr current level of about 1 foot

planned to date, it is’ 1mportant to

make sure all ‘aspects of Phase 1°
are done right the first time,” said
',State Rep. Major Thibaut, D- Oscar,
-who has led the effort to secure
state support fundmg and, the col-
:laboratron of state agencres for the °
. project. T

" “The future work done in th1s 4
area will be anchored by what we
- slowly and efﬁ01ently, and that it
‘would allow for more. dryrng time

accomphsh in this first phase 50

- At the same. tlme, robust plant _
’growth including’ some initial -
: _tree growth ' has already begun; to.
: prov1de anchering vegetation for -
the South Flats Island; and w11d11fe

iver moving forward

below pool level unt11 the dredging

- for Phase 1'is complete, accordrng" :
to the project engineer. = .
: “Whrle the :project has gone as -

and b1rds have already begun to

make use of the new habitat, ac-

ordrng to Lou1s1ana Department '

of Natural Resources offrcrals

. who are monrtorrng ‘the prOJect

The island’s containment area for
dredged material is currently at
design capacity for the first stage of

 the project, pending further settle-
‘ment of the containment dikes. -

_ Other benefits can already be'-
‘seen in the return of aquatic plants-

near the shores of False Rrver,

~which act also help to act as sedi-
- ment filters, as well as habitats and
_-we have to ensure that the: founda- |
-~ tion for thrs restorat1on prOJect is™
- solid.

part of the food chain for fish.
«On the northern reach of False

"""_'Rlver, geotechnrcal borlngs and
data collectron have begun in
preparation for engrneermg work
“on dredging’ and’ placement ‘of

dredged materral from ‘the North

Flats area in the future The time- -

11ne currently calls for constructron ‘
and other work in the North Flats

" to begin by the fall of 2016. .
"~ Plans are also. moving forward

for the creatlon of more spawmng

“beds to supplement the spawning -
beds created by the Louisiana .

Department of erdhfe and Fish-

eries in 2013, along with creation -
of several artificial reefs in False
-Rlver Plannrng for this work has

begun and constructron is expected
to begin in the near future. -
In other aspects of the False

“River Restoration PI'O_]eCt the

¢ouncil has recelved a determrna- v
tion that the area 1nvolved in ‘the

M 1 canal modrﬁcatron falls under

U.S. Army. Corps of Engineers

'(COE) ‘wetlands. regulatlons and
~a permit apphcatron is being sub--
‘ rmtted The M-1 Canal is the pri-
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_,mary dralnage pathway 1nto False o ‘
River and the council is seekmg s
COE approval for construction of

weirs and 1mp1ementat10n of other

- structures and strategles to lighten

 the nutrient and sediment load the

canal brings to False River. Fund—.
~ing is already in place for the M-

Canal.work as part. of the $1 m11-
110n bemg prov1ded by NRG for
the prOJect 4
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apphcatlon is bemg prepared on

_.the M-2 canal for-similar work;
o and hyd:rology 18 bemg studled for ‘

: Eroswn and sedlments from-, ‘
-nearby land have created water

, ’quahty issues for. F alse River over

- time, and the M- 1 Canal modlﬁca-
-tion is: almed at creating ways to

 intercept that runoff and sediment

before the water reaches False

" River. At the same time, a permit

potential work on the L1ghthOuse i
*Canal, whichi is the main dlscharge' ’
~ for the flow from False River. . :

Additionally, the third season
* of commercial fishing in False
River is set to:begin on October' :
1. Commerc1a1 fishing improves:
recreational ﬁshmg by selectlvely ‘
remoyving rough: fish that act’ as .

competition for or predators of
sport fish..
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