
MINUTES 

FALSE RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL 

May 14, 2015 

 
The False River Watershed Council met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 14, 

2015, at the Griffon Room of the LaSalle Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 

Chairman Mike Wood called the meeting to order and directed Mrs. Lisa Rickards to call the 

roll: 

 

PRESENT: Messrs. Stephen Chustz, Cy D’Aquila, Jerry Hix, Major Thibaut, Jimmy Lyles, 

Ron Pourciau, John Grezaffi and Mike Wood, Chairman.  

ABSENT: Jimmy Chustz, Kyle Olinde, Senator Ward, and Steve Juge. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The council unanimously approved the agenda. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion by Mr. Lyles and seconded by Mr. Pourciau: 

 

RESOLVED, That the minutes of the meeting of March 9, 2015 be accepted for 

approval. 

 

Unanimously carried. 

 

UPDATE AND DISCUSSION OF RECENT AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

 

Engineer Gerald Babin of Professional Engineering Consultants Corporation presented an update 

to the council that entailed Phase 1 of the False River Ecosystem Restoration. Mr. Chutz inquired 

about the Shore links being completed. 

 

Mr. Babin discussed completed sections of the Dykes.  

 

The contract will end September 20, 2015. 

 

There was discussion related to a 2015 drawdown.  Mr. D’Aquila asked a drawdown should be 

scheduled at this time.  Mr. Van Biersel suggested that it may be better to wait until we know 

more about progress of the project.  After some discussion, it was decided that they will look into 

it after September to see if it would be beneficial or detrimental to the project. 

 

Mr. Thibaut asked Mr. Wood for a recommendation related to future False River drawdowns.  

Mr. Wood responded by saying that the maximum potential drawdown on an annual basis would 

be most favorable from a strictly biological perspective.  However, with consideration of the 



large number of False River shoreline residents, a compromised level and rate would be 

advisable.  He suggested that LDWF sampling results could be used to determine if a selected 

level resulted in adequate fish reproduction.  Changes could be made to establish the best 

compromise between biological and social concerns over time.   

 

It was also discussed that an update on the implementation plan was needed and maybe that 

could be presented at an Open House. 

 

 Motioned by: Mr. Chutz 

 Seconded by: Mr. Hix 

 

Mr. Thibaut inquired about fish stocking.  Mr. Wood stated that if they have extra fish they may 

be able to do it, but could not promise. 

 

Dredging full time has now began and estimated it will be 100 to 120 days. 

 

Mr. Babin stated that the start of Phase II is beginning.  He has been contacting subs and Facility 

Planning.  

 

Mr. Grezaffi received landowner approval Jurisdictional Determination (pre permit). 

 

Mr. Thibaut filed legislation of redrawing boundary lines and having the state boundaries 

resurveyed.  Mr. Grezaffi welcomed that thought. 

 

It was commented that fishing has improved. 

 

FUNDING UPDATE 

 

Mr. Thibaut announced that they have applied for half million funding to help with existing 

funds. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PERSONAL PRIVILEGE  

 

Mr. Wood introduced John Grezaffi as a new council member.  

 

Mr. Myers will be replacing Mr. Wood as he is retiring. 

 

Mr. Thibaut thanked Mr. Wood and brought to his attention that an accommodation was 

submitted to the Legislature. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 



Motion for adjournment by Mr. Thibaut, seconded by Mr. Chustz.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

                   MIKE WOOD - CHAIRMAN 

 

                        

 
 


