False River drawdown plan irks residents

BY TERRY L. JONES
tonesBnzadvocate.com

The Pointe Coupes Parish Po-
lice Jury in its ongoing effort
to restore False River plans an-
other man-induced drawdown
of the oxbow lake, which will
see its water level drop by up
to 6 feot over a four-month pe-
riod later this year,

But some property own-

ers who live along the lake’s
22-mile-long shoreline are
irate about the plan, citing a
rash of bulkhead failures on
their properties they say were
caused by the last time a draw-
down was done m 2014,
Lakeside landowners like
Rick Falgout are vehemently
against the Police Jury, doing
it again this year. He said the

~ concerns of property owners

about damage to their sea-
walls have fallen on desf ears.

“People have no voice,” said
Falgout, who has lived along
False River for more than 40
years. “It really doesn't make
a differente bow we feel. They
don't care about the citizens —
period.”

Patricia Schnur, president
of the False River Civic Azso-
ciation, says she’s not happy

about it either but refuses to
get riled up because there is
little residents can do about it
“We stated the same con-
cerns we always bave but it's
a done deal,” Schnur said. “It
doesn't matter what we say,
they're going to do it anyway."
The Police Jury during its
regular meeting last week ap-
proved the Jake's drawdown
beginning on Sept. 6 and end-

ing Jan, 15. Reducing the lake’s
water level involves progres-
sively closing False River's
water gates — Jocated near La,
78 at La, I/False River Road
— to prevent additional water
flow from feeding into the lake
from adjoining tributaries.
This year, the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and

»500 DRAWDOWN, page 28

DRAWDOWN

Cortirusd Yoo page 18

Flsheries has given the parieh
Its blessing to Jower the lakes
water loved by 9p (06 feet Par-
1=k and srate ofTiclols say this
yea"s drawdoun probably will
anly reach 2 maximum of 5%
fest

The laks's nocwad water lev-  to

el s arosed 16% foet.

Tn 2014, the state and parish
only tnstttuted a 3:4-fost Sraw-
down of the luke from Septem-
beer of that yesr 10 Maxch 2015
It waa then extended an extra
45 days to help conmtractors
bulldiag a 16¥sacre contain-
ment m the lsie's south-
ern region, another restorasion
project geared toward revital
zing the Waterway.

Erfan Helman, biology mom-
ager for District 7 in Wikllife
and Faherses' departmunt of
mland fishuries, seys draw.
downs beip & to the at
mesphere the deavy build up
of sedizsents that have setiind
over time on the hottamn of the
lake

False River's decling over
(he past rwo decades has most-
1y Yeen attributed to the heary
stit buildnp at the bottom of
toe lake, which state officials
say has impeded vegotation
growth and curtalled fish
spuwning habotats

“The undecvwnter decomposi-
tion process is not se rapid, 8
we're trying to seceleraie thit
‘w&h the drawdown,” Helman

Reducing the water bevel by
moare than 3 foet this year will
expose moce of 1he lakeded 1o
sunlight — especielly on the
porthern and southern ends of
the warerway where most fish
Spawning occurs, be suid.

Dryimg owl the sedimenis
creates Nirmer foundations for
game s to spawn aad crexty
nests, Heiman said, anl cre-
ates 2 better eavirumment for
vegetnton 10 grow

*We're not saying after
drswdown this is gomg to be
the hess fishery m the state”
Helmnan said. “In my opinion,
it's already good. We just want
10 make it Better,”

But given the damage prop-
erty owners ltke Faigout ey
the last drawdown did to their
bulkheads — which are man-

made barriers that prevent
vrosiea of waterfront propet-
ties - DOt everyone was on
Bourd with the «ffoet this year

Juror Kyle Olinde, who alss
#its on the False River Watee-
shed Council — the body of
state and local guvernmsent
officials and parish Jeaders
oversawing False River's res-
rerstion efforts — conceded
there could be some dumage

ropeTties.

However, be poted thet eag)-
neers diseoverad last time thet
wost of the fadlures were dus
10 poor canstructinn.

“Bulkheada, or retaining
walls, are dmgud to ald
your land up,” Qlinde sxid.
“The river 15 not tere to keep
your wall up. They're supposed
to be desy 1 keep your
wall up with or without watec.
My steavwesll wumofme furst
o bresk last fime. and it was
due to poar construction.”

whese bulkhead wia
also wdl during the [ast
drawdown, disagress, saying
he refuses to trast the engy-
neers’ &sessment of the dam-
uge since they were hived by
the Folice Jury.

“They're= lying to the puhlic,”
Be xaid, “They're even lrlnu
about the improvement. 1t will
ke Nive 10 wix years befure we
knorw if this is working.”

Schnur

"I don't see any improve-
ment,” she says. “The water
turbidity & tervinle”

Bur Olinde sasd the parigh
has seen aquabic growth and
an infbox of badt shrisop sisce
the reswearion efforts begun
several years ago. He has
even gotten reports from
fisherman who claim 1hey're
catching more catfish and wo-

phy bass

“The Watershed Council
hes seen nothing but positive
stuff,” Olinde said, “Some
people are ! impatient axd
sulfish "

Folfow Terry Jones on Twstter,
@xjomesreporter.
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