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HCR 168 of 2011 Regular  
Legislative Session 

ÅRequested the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), in conjunction with the Pointe Coupee Parish Policy 
Jury, to assume the role of lead local project sponsor for the 
άCŀƭǎŜ wƛǾŜǊ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 9ŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
governmental agencies, and stakeholder groups in order to 
help expedite the efforts by the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) to restore the False River ecosystem. 

 

ÅDirected DNR to seek input and advice from other state 
agencies, to assist the USACE as it conducts the study of the 
False River ecosystem and provide assistance and support for 
the implementation of the restoration plans recommended in 
the report to be issued by the Corps in 2012 2 
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False River Watershed  
Interim Report on HCR 168 of 2011  

Regular Legislative Session 
http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pag

ebuilder&tmp=home&pid=924 
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Historical Situation/Issues 

ÅFalse River was a prime fishing lake with abundant aquatic 
vegetation and fish habitat  - has experienced a noticeable 
decline in species diversity    

ÅM-1 and M-2 Canal Systems constructed by USDA Soil 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  ŦǊƻƳ мфтлΩǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎ ǘƻ provide 
improved drainage of the watershed despite concerns 
raised by LDWF and USFWS in 1975 

ÅForestland within the False River watershed converted to 
ŎǊƻǇƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŏŀƴŀƭ 
construction 

ÅAlso resulted in sedimentation of the North and South Flats 

ÅAlso resulted in declining aquatic environment and fisheries 
quality in False River 
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Historical Situation/Issues 
(continued) 

ÅModification of False River shoreline also eliminated 
fish habitat 

ÅAdjustment of Lighthouse Canal Control Structure in 
мффо ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ мсΩ Ƴǎƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ 
remains today ς improved navigation in areas of 
sediment deposition 

ÅU.S. Army Corps of Engineers begins False River 
Ecosystem Restoration Study in 2001 

ÅCorps study remains incomplete due to lack of funding 
(May 2012) and federal funding would have to be 
secured for the construction of the recommended 
remedy once report is completed and approved 
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Options 
ÅNo Action 

 

ÅWait on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
complete study, obtain funding and construct 
recommended remedy 

 

ÅImplement alternative actions that will 
improve conditions, address stakeholder 
concerns, expedite restoration and advance 
sustainability 
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and  
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8 



Remediation Performed 

ÅMuch of cropland in the False River watershed converted to 
ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ όмффлΩǎύ όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ моΣтлл ŀŎǊŜǎύ 

 

ÅAquatic vegetation plantings conducted by LDWF (2000) 

 

ÅActions taken to reduce bacterial issues in lake (1998-2010) 

 

ÅFencing and channel stabilization work being done along the M-
1 and M-2 Canal Systems by NRCS and Police Jury (2005-
ongoing) 

 

ÅSediment trap constructed by SCS in 1981 now being 
maintained by Police Jury (2006 - ongoing) 

 

ÅBayou Sere drainage project completed (2011) 
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