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False Rlver Ecosystem Restoration
Status Update and
Alternative Action Plan
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HCR 168 of 2011 Reqgular
Legislative Session

A Requested the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), in conjunction with the Pointe Coupee Parish Policy
Jury, to assume the role of lead local project sponsor for the
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governmental agencies, and stakeholder groups in order to
help expeditethe efforts by the United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) to restore the False River ecosystem.

A Directed DNR tgeek input and advice from other state
agencies, to assist the USA@%it conducts the study of the
False River ecosystem and provide assistance and support for
the implementation of the restoration plans recommended in
the report to be issued by the Corps in 2012 2




HCR 168 of 201

Reqular
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Session

ENROLLED
Regular Session, 2011
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 168

BY REPRESENTAT THIBAUT

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To urge and request the Department of Natural Resources. in conjunction with the Pointe
Coupee Parish Police Jury, to assume the role of lead local project sponsor for the
False River Aquatic Resources Ecosystem Restoration Project.
WHEREAS, False River, an oxbow lake formed from a bend in the M
is located in Pointe Coupee Parish: and

WHEREAS, False River, a lake well known for its natural scenic beauty, is an

important natural resource that supports an abundance of recreational activities, including

fishing, swimming, waterskiing,. boating, birding, and waterfow] hunting; and

WHEREAS, these scenic and recreational opportunities are critical components
necessary to the economic well-being of the region surrounding the lake and, indeed, to the
state as a whole: and

WHEREAS, water quality issues arising from a variety of causes. including
increased runoff from the development of the surrounding land, increased discharge of
wastewater as a result of that increased development, and the sediment and nutrient content
of runoff from agricultural development including an estimated twenty-eight thousand tons
of silt deposited annually into the lake, have impacted and continue to threaten and degrade
the value of this valuable resource and the economic activity that is dependent upon the lake:
and

WHEREAS, in an effort to address these issues, in 2001, the United States Army
Corps of Engineers began the "False River Aquatic Resources Ecosystem Restoration
Project" which ". . . would enhance and restore the False River ecosystem by enhancing
fisheries and wildlife habitat, addressing sedimentation and associated water quality issues

in False River. . ."; and
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False River Watershed
Interim Report on HCR 168 of 2011
Regular Legislative Session
http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pag
ebuilder&tmp=homeé&pid=924 -



Historical Situation/Issues

A False River was a prime fishing lake with abundant aquatic
vegetation and fish habitat has experienced a noticeable
decline in species diversity

A M-1 and M2 Canal Systems constructed$DA Soil
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Improved drainage of thevatershed despite concerns
raised by LDWF and USFWS in 1975

A Forestland within the False River watershed converted to
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construction

A Also resulted in sedimentation of the North and South Flat

A Also resulted in declining aguatic environment and fisherie
guality in False River
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Historical Situation/Issues

(continued)

A Modification of False River shoreline also eliminated
fish habitat

A Adjustment of Lighthouse Canal Control Structure in
Mmppo f SR U2 SFUSNI f SOSt &
remains today improved navigation in areas of
sediment deposition

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers begins False River
Ecosystem Restoration Study in 2001

A Corps study remains incomplete due to lack of funding
(May 2012) and federal funding would have to be
secured for the construction of the recommended
remedy once report is completed and approved
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Options
A No Action

A Wait on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
complete study, obtain funding and construct
recommended remedy

A Implement alternative actions that will
iImprove conditions, address stakeholder
concerns, expedite restoration and advance
sustainabllity
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Remediation Performed

A Much of cropland in the False River watershed converted to
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A Aquatic vegetation plantings conducted bRWF Z000)
A Actions taken to reduce bacterial issues in lake (32080)

A Fencing and channel stabilization work being done along the N
1 and M2 Canal Systems by NRCS and Police Jury- (2005
ongoing)

A Sediment trap constructed B§CS in 1981 now being
maintained by Police Jury (2006ngoing)
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