False River yields big haul

BY TERRY L. JOKES
Wastsdo boresy
HEN ROADS «~ Elchard Durett
wssally does most of his com
weccial Making in the Atchads
laya River, but [rom now wis
the end of February, the Simy
mesport fsherman (s able 10
oast his nets into the waters of
False River for the fisst time in
mare than 20 years
Thursday marked the offy-
ciald of cosumercisl
fiallng in the troubled lake,
which been m decling the
Past 30 years due 1o vxcessive
sitation and ither foctors.
The Lovisians Department of
Widiife and Fisheries recemtly
Wfred its 1951 ban on comumer
ciad gilk-petting in thwe 22-mils-
long cxbow lake as part of &
toered ressoration plan
driving the Jocal sad state ef-
farts to return the lage to ity
former glory as a hot spot for
tropdyy bass Mshing
The reguiation that prevent
od commercial fishomg in False
River had hecome outdated,
sayd Mike Wood, director of
Inlaod Fisheries for the siate's

meat of Wildlife and
Feaberies
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Fish caugit with gill nets are dsplayed dunng the first commerciz] fishing season in False River In 20 years. Thay wers
havled In Thursday by Richard Durett and his son, Ancirew. Bulfalo sh and catfish made up most of the catch

Commercial fishing resumes on lake after 20-year ban

Andrew Durett, left, and his father, Richard Durest, haul in
& large butfaio fish Thursday on the first day of commmercial
gi-net fishing In False River In 20 wars.

“It's impoctant to harvest
excessive numbers of these
commercial fish " Wood said,
“becawmsse they infNueove ather
Nsh in a negative way Uf they
beoome Yoo abundant. "

Wood suid the False River
gifluecting ban was lssued
daring a time when the Depars-
ment of Wildlife st Fishecics
id mot want 1ts efforts of regu-
Iating the lake's poprealation of
large bass Mah wadermined by
commescial fislung,

Arcand 9 am, Thursday, D
rett and kis san, Andrew Du-
rett, 20, docked their boat at
12 lnding near Maorels Ros-
tanrnt laden with about 2000
poands of buffalo fish, catfish,
gRspergou and Gerssai carp
the peir caught in the nets they
had) lewered into Falss River
o Wedsesduy night.

Durett, 43, sead be'd probably
e wp catching about 6,000
peuncs of fish by the end of the
day [Burett added thot be ex-

pected to pet about 20 contz a
pound afer Lis caic: was pro-
cessed and sodd at his et,
Sasmmesport Fish Co,
“There's pleaty of Nah o
there,” Darect said. *1'll prob-
shly be Gshing berw Mooy now
uatil the end of the scason.”

Wood sald Durest’s haul on
Thursday demonstrated the
overshundance of bartoms-
feading Nish currently populas
o Palse River

The botzoin-feeders con-
stamtly stir up sediment an
the lakw bottom, resulting in
modly water, smuthered veg-
etation and interfersacs in
apawning of the trophy dass
populacion, Weod ndded.

Wood sad e commercial
sesaon will heocese & “conting-
ous thing™ becavse it's part of
the depurtmant's Inrger gosl
1o address the habltar issues
plaguing the lake at thes time.

“This has worked in several
other lakes,”™ Wood sadd, refes
ring to the sew comanorcial
stason, “Thore sre far fewer
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recreational anglers and wa-
ter sport people out there right
now, so this shouldn’t create
conflict with those user groups
and we still get this utiliza-
tion of the lake in the winter
months.”

Ron Pourciau, president of
the Twin River Anglers, a local
chapter of the B.A.S.S. Federa-
tion, believes the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries deci-
sion to re-open False River to
commercial fishing is a major
step in the right direction.

“We have to support the sci-
ence,” he said Thursday. “If we
support the science, we can'’t
go wrong.”

The special fishing season is
one of the cost-free improve-
ment initiatives recommended
in the False River Ecosystem
Restoration Plan made public
in June.

Other goals listed in the plan
include channeling and sedi-
ment basin maintenance, the
once-controversial lake draw-
down and dredging of lake sed-
iments to create island terrac-
es —one of the most expensive
endeavors included in the plan.

Wood said the Pointe Coupee
Parish Police Jury already has
helped in the restoration ef-

forts by moving waterskiing
buoys into the lake’s deeper
waters, a decision leading to
improved safety and creating
less water turbulence that can
disturb the lake bottom.

Moving the buoys was a
recommendation of the False
River Watershed Council, an
appointed body of state and
local officials now monitoring
the revitalization efforts, said
state Rep. Major Thibaut, D-
New Roads.

He said Thursday he’s confi-
dent $500,000 in capital outlay
funding from the state Legis-
lature will be allocated toward
saving the lake. Thibaut said
about $2.2 million in additional
state funding may be allotted
next year.

“The $500,000 will help us
get started with the silt issue,”
Thibaut said. “We have finally
come to a point where we have
had many different entities
and agencies studying this
thing for 10 years. Now people
in the community want to see
things happen.”

Wood said the next order of
business will be determining
how much sediment is getting
into False River from its tribu-
taries.

According to the restora-
tion plan, that can be done for |
$50,000 through a watershed
drainage network assessment.



