Jefferson Parish – Office of Coastal Management (OCM) Coordination of Mitigation Options
The applicant’s proposal is for filling activities to place 6-inches of sand and 3-inches of gravel over 1,135 square feet (68 x 10 and 35 x 13 foot areas) of the lot, and subsequent placement of 4-inches of concrete over 455 square feet of the proposed 35 x 13 foot sand/gravel area.  A culvert will be installed underneath the driveway entrance.  Filling activities proposed will provide a pad for a recreational camper.  The project site is located on the western side of Catherine Lane, approximately 0.22 mile northwest of La. Hwy. 1 in Lot 9, Ocean Beach Subdivision, in Grand Isle, Louisiana.  Work activities will impact 0.03 acre of saline marsh habitat.
Proposed mitigation options to compensate for the unavoidable loss of saline marsh habitat are discussed.  To date, there are no mitigation banks in the Barataria Hydrologic Basin or in coastal Louisiana that have saline marsh credits available for purchase.  However, there is an active brackish marsh mitigation bank, Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank that has brackish marsh habitat credits available for purchase, but is located in the Pontchartrain Hydrologic Basin.  The smallest unit this mitigation bank sells and/or accepts is an increment of 0.1 acre.  Although this is not a saline marsh mitigation bank, it is acceptable and allowable to couple both saline and brackish marsh habitats to satisfy compensatory mitigation requirements.  Sharon Pecquet reported that in this situation, the use of a contribution to the Coastal Mitigation Account or if approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the use of the In-Lieu Fee Program would be appropriate options due to the small acreage of impact to be assessed and the proximity of the project to the Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank.  If a mitigation bank credit purchase was required, a minimum purchase of 0.1 acres would result in a purchase of over 3 times the minimum required for purchase from the In-Lieu Fee Program of 0.03 acres.  In addition, since the Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation bank is located  on the opposite side of the Mississippi River and lies in an entirely separate hydrologic basin from the impact site and does not ensure that the selected compensatory mitigation is properly located and accomplished by the most desirable available/practicable option.  It is noteworthy to report that in order to use the In-Lieu Fee Program, this would require acceptance from the USACE.
According to the Average Annual Habitat Unit calculation and applying the parameters to the Wetland Value Assessment Community Model (Saline Marsh), the net change in AAHUs (FWP – FWOP) is 0.01.
Option A:  If the option to make a contribution to the Coastal Mitigation Account is available to the applicant:  The mitigation potential (MP) for brackish/saline marsh has been established at 0.49.  To determine the contribution amount, the net AAHUs (0.01) are divided by the MP (0.49), which indicates the acreage amount (need to round up to the hundredths decimal so that you capture the thousandth decimal if needed); thence the acreage amount is multiplied by the $64,600.00 in-lieu fee mitigation cost per acre rate.  (0.01 AAHUs / 0.49 MP = 0.0204 or 0.03 acre (round up)).  Make certain that the amount of acres arrived at (0.03 acre) fully compensates for the amount of 0.01 AAHUs.  To ensure obtaining a minimum of 0.01 AAHUs, multiply (0.03) by the MP (0.49) which is 0.0147.  This shows that the value (0.0147) captures the full amount of 0.01 AAHUs needed to satisfy mitigation requirements.  Thence multiply 0.03 acre x $64,600.00 = $1,938.00, the minimum contribution required for the Coastal Mitigation Account.

Option B:  If the option to use the In-Lieu Fee Program is approved by the USACE, the following would apply.  This calculation is based on the same information utilized to calculate for the Coastal Mitigation Account above.  Thence the minimum acreage required for purchase is 0.03 acre multiplied by $64,600.00 which would cost the applicant $1,938.00.

Option C:  If the applicant chooses to use the Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank due to USACE mitigation requirements, the following would apply.  The mitigation potential for the Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank is 0.51.  Therefore, in order to determine the credits needed to satisfy mitigation requirements, the AAHU’s (0.01) are divided by the mitigation potential of 0.51, which equals 0.0196 (rounded up to 0.02 acre).  Thus, the applicant would be required to purchase a minimum of 0.02 acre of brackish marsh habitat credits from the Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank to satisfy mitigation requirements for impacts to 0.03 acre of saline marsh habitat from the reference project.  It is noteworthy to report that the smallest unit this mitigation bank sells and/or accepts is an increment of 0.1 acre.
Mitigation bank available with brackish marsh credits available in the Pontchartrain hydrologic Basin
Chef Menteur Pass Mitigation Bank
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Option D:  Applicant elects to provide his own mitigation plan, which would require approval by the USACE, OCM and the Jefferson Parish Coastal Zone Management Program.

