 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
This Act of Amendment of State Lease Nos.**** ( hereinafter “Leases”) from the STATE OF LOUISIANA through the LOUISIANA STATE MINERAL BOARD, represented herein by***, its duly authorized Secretary (hereinafter en globo “Lessor”), and the following undersigned parties and/or business entities, as represented by their respective duly authorized and undersigned representatives, which parties and/or business entities represent all approved, present Lessees of the aforementioned leases as reflected in the state mineral lease ownership records (hereinafter en globo “Lessees”), in conformity with the State Mineral Board policy enunciated and adopted at its September 12, 2006 meeting, shall amend said Leases in, and only in, the following particulars, to-wit:


The parties hereto agree and stipulate that the following paragraphs comprising the new Force Majeure clause adopted by the State Mineral Board at its August 10, 2005 meeting is inserted in each Lease, thereby superseding and replacing any force majeure clauses presently in said leases where indicated, the old force majeure clause being hereby deleted:


If at any time this Lease is being validly maintained under any of its provisions and Lessee is in the process of either : A) commencing lease operations which are herein defined as spudding a well [turning-to-the-right], downhole drilling, or downhole reworking operations, or B) diligently, timely and in good faith, performing the requisite tasks to commence lease operations including, but not necessarily limited to, towing the required type of rig to a drill site, obtaining permitting from all necessary parties, or satisfying conditions and obligations under any validly enacted law, statute or regulation of an agency of the Federal Government, the State of Louisiana or any of its political subdivisions having proper jurisdiction, or C) producing in commercial quantities, and Lessee is prevented from continuing A, B, or C by the occurrence of a Force Majeure event, as herein below defined, and Lessee cannot maintain this Lease beyond any critical date under any other operative provisions of this Lease - such as the payment of a pro-rata rental based on the number of months remaining until the next anniversary date divided by twelve (12) and/or the full rental for a year if the force majeure prevails for an entire rental period [all during the primary of the lease and only where rental payments may hold the lease], payment of deferred development or payment of shut-in/in-lieu royalty - then, and only then, shall the critical date be postponed on a day-for-day basis for so long as the effects of the Force Majeure prevail, providing that Lessee: i) has given the Office of Mineral Resources reasonable, timely written notice of the Force Majeure event occurrence [notice given beyond three months shall be deemed unreasonable barring consequential extenuating circumstances] which shall contain the date and type of the occurrence of the Force Majeure event, its effects in preventing continuation of A, B, or C above, the steps being taken to mitigate and eliminate those effects and an estimated time for resuming of A, B, or C above, and ii) is diligently, reasonably and in good faith attempting to mitigate and eliminate the effects of the fortuitous event and resume A, B, or C above, and iii) has exhausted Lease provisions other than Force Majeure which may serve to maintain the Lease in full force and effect. The interpretation and operation of any term of this Force Majeure clause is at the sole, reasonable discretion of the Mineral Board and/or its duly authorized staff. The operation of Force Majeure alone shall not maintain this Lease in full force and effect for more than one year from the date of the fortuitous event unless extended by, and at the sole discretion of, the State Mineral Board.


Force Majeure, as herein utilized shall be defined as a fortuitous event such as: 1) a major storm, major flood, or other , similar natural disaster, or 2) a major accident such as a blowout, fire, or explosions beyond the Lessee’s control and not ultimately found to be the fault of Lessee [that is, due to Lessee’s negligent or intentional commission or omission, or failure to take reasonable and timely, foreseeable preventative measures which would have mitigated or negated the effects of the fortuitous event], or 3) the lack of availability of any required equipment - such as the specific type of rig necessary to accomplish the task or specific types of casing or drill stem pipe - after Lessee has diligently, timely and in good faith attempted to secure same, or 4) the unreasonable delay by the Federal Government or any of its agencies, or the State of Louisiana or any of its agencies or political subdivisions (including, but not limited to, various departments, boards, commissions, parish governments and municipalities, each having proper authority and jurisdiction) in granting necessary permits, or 5) a valid order of any Federal or State court of competent jurisdiction, or 6) the act of a third party not under the control or at the instigation of Lessee in shutting down and unreasonably refusing to reopen any facility through which hydrocarbons from the Lease are necessarily passed as part of production [and providing there is no other reasonably economical method of carrying on production].


The Leases are further amended to incorporate the following paragraphs, and be subject to the same:


“This lease is subject to the provisions of La. R.S. 30:127(G), and access by the public to public waterways through the state lands covered by the lease shall be maintained and preserved for the public by the lessee.


In addition to all other audit rights otherwise set forth in this lease or required by the law, the State Mineral Board and its staff shall have the same audit rights which the United States of America would have under 30 U.S.C. 1713(a) and under State of Louisiana Act 449 of 2005 Regular Session, and that both provisions may be applied retroactively.


To the extent that this lease contains any “acreage retention” clause or clauses, lessee may not retain acreage where the state has been successful in obtaining a final, unappealable judgment dissolving the lease for reasons other than non-development. 


Lessor and Lessee herein agree that, so long as it remains in full force and effect, this lease is deemed an executory contract and an unexpired lease within the meaning of Section 365 of the United States Bankruptcy Code.” 


Undersigned Lessor and Lessees agree that the Leases shall not be amended hereby in any other particulars and that all other terms, conditions, obligations and critical dates, where same do not conflict with this amendment ( the terms of which shall prevail), shall remain in full force and effect as written in the respective Leases. 


Thus done and executed in counterparts on the dates shown next to the signatory parties below <rest of counterpart language>
