Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board
Preliminary Request for Arbitration

_____________________

Board Reference Number

(for Board use only)
___________________

Date Stamp

Pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56, Section 700.100 et seq, a request for arbitration is hereby made upon the Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board.  I certify that the application fee of $500.00 is attached, and that copies of this application for arbitration have been sent to all interested parties as required by this statute.

_________________________                                                
 _________________________

                   Date                                                                                                  Applicant

1) Owner or operator of the mineral activity:




Name:




Address:




Phone:



Contact person:




Name:




Address:



Phone:
2)
Owners of oyster lease granted by State:




Name:




Address:




Phone:



Contact person:


Name:


Address:


Phone:

3)
Others that hold an interest in the oyster lease, or in any oysters growing or bedded 
thereon

Name:

Address:

Phone:

4) The applicant must provide certification that any and all parties listed in No. 2 and No. 3 above have been provided a copy of this application for arbitration.

5) Identify the Coastal Use Permit or permit application number.

6) Provide a detailed description, with drawings, of the proposed oil and gas activity.  Those 
provided during the Coastal Use Permit application are acceptable.

7) Provide a detailed description, to the extent possible, of the “term” of work, with
proposed completion dates, to be accomplished by the mineral activity.

8) List the oyster lease number ______________________.

9) Provide a copy of the official oyster lease plat.

10) Provide a copy of both the written offer submitted and the rejection of that offer.  The
dates of both should also be included.

2
OYSTER LEASE DAMAGE EVALUATION BOARD

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A PRELIMINARY REQUEST FOR ARBITRATION

In 1997, the Louisiana State Legislature established the Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board (OLDEB) as a means of finding an equitable solution to the conflicts faced by both mineral and oyster industries which have historically utilized much of the same waterways and waterbottoms on public lands in the state.  The purpose of OLDEB is to arbitrate the resolution to these conflicts which will result in fair and predictable treatment to the oil and gas industry, while assuring the oyster fishermen actual compensation for damages incurred by mineral activities.  Charged with the task of promulgating rules and regulations to establish a uniform system of compensating leaseholders, the OLDEB has created a uniform set of guidelines for conducting biological surveys and oyster lease evaluations that will be utilized to determine the monetary equivalent of the damaged lease.  To begin the process of arbitration, an application to request arbitration must be submitted.  Listed below, a set of instructions has been provided that outlines the information necessary to adequately complete the application and begin the evaluation process.

STEP I

Completing the Application Form:  Obtain a copy of the OLDEB form titled “Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board Preliminary Request for Arbitration” by contacting Phyllis Ortego at (225) 342-3583.  (Continue on additional sheets of paper if the form does not contain enough room for complete answers.)


Board Reference Number:  Leave this blank.  A number will be assigned by the Board.

Certification:  The applicant for arbitration must certify that the required application fee is attached, and that copies of the application have been sent to:  Phyllis Ortego, Office of Coastal Restoration and Management, P.O. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487.  The date and signature lines must be completed by the applicant.

1. Name and Address of Owner or Operator:  Complete name and complete address of the owner or operator of the oil and gas activity for which Board review is requested.

Contact Person:  The Owner/Operator must list a contact person who will be able to answer questions regarding the proposed activity, etc. 

2. Owners of Oyster Lease granted by the State:  Complete name and complete address of the owner of the oyster lease for which Board review is requested.

Contact Person:  The leaseholder must list a contact person who will be able to answer questions regarding lease activity, etc.

3. Others that hold an interest in the Oyster lease, or in any oysters growing or 
bedded thereon:  This section requires the listing of those that may have an interest in the lease in question, such as co-owners, sub-lessees, banks, or other entities with entitlements to the lease area.

4. Certification regarding notification of parties listed in 2. and 3. above:  Photocopies of the written notifications will suffice.

5. Coastal Use Permit number:  Provide the Coastal Use Permit number assigned to the permit or application for the oil and gas activity by the Coastal Management Division of the Department of Natural Resources.

6. Description of the proposed oil and gas activity


What:
This detailed description should include a description of the work



proposed (e.g., dredging for access to an existing well, jetting a pipeline, etc.), including a description of the volume, in cubic yards, of material to be dredged or otherwise moved, and the location of any dredged material disposal.

Why: 
A brief description of the objective of the proposed activity (e.g., one time laying of flow/gathering/pipeline; access for exploratory well, etc.)

Where:
The name and location of the waterbody where the activity 


exists or is proposed should be included, as well as a 


description by Section, Township, and Range.

Drawings:
Vicinity Map:  Include a vicinity map showing the location of 


your project relative to the surrounding area.  A copy of part of 


a United States Geological Survey quadrangle map with your 


project location clearly delineated is best, but any other map of 


a reasonable scale (e.g., 1:24,000) clearly depicting the project site is acceptable.

Drawings:  A drawing depicting the overall plan, as well as a 

drawing showing a cross-section of the proposed project, are 

both required.  Please be sure that you include a north arrow and 

all dimensions for any proposed activities as well as for those 

features that presently exist.

7. Description of the term of work:  This section should include the 

expected duration of the project, time of year for anticipated commencement 

and completion of project, and whether the project is a one-time only or 

continuous activity.

8. Oyster Lease Number:  Provide the full number assigned by the Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries.

9. Oyster Lease Plat:  Provide a copy of the Department of Wildlife and 


Fisheries oyster lease plat.

10. Written offer and rejection:  Please provide a photocopy of the mineral 



owner’s written offer for settlement.

STEP II

Paying the application fee:  Please attach the $500.00 application fee.  Forms of 

payment include money order or check made out to the Oyster Lease Damage 

Evaluation Board.

STEP III

Submit the completed application with attached drawings to:  Phyllis Ortego, Office of Coastal Restoration and Management, P.O. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487.

STEP IV


Notification:  The Board will notify you of receipt of your application.
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