
Math Activity: Rate of Water Use 

 

1. Choose the year closest to when your teacher was born.    

  

 

 

2. How much water was withdrawn for public supply during the year closest to when you were 

born? (Make sure to use the correct units.) 

 

 

 

3. How much water was withdrawn for public supply in 2005? 

 

 

 

4. What is the percent change for the amount of water withdrawn for public supply between the 

year closest to when you were born and 2005? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the percent change for the population between the year closest to when you were born 

and 2005? 

 

 

 

 

6. What conclusions can you make from this data? 

  



Math Activity: Rate of Water Use 
Sample Answer Key 

 

1. Choose the year closest to when your teacher was born.    

1980  

 

 

2. How much water was withdrawn for public supply during that year? (Make sure to use the 

correct units.) 

33 billion gallons per day 

 

 

3. How much water was withdrawn for public supply in 2005? 

44.2 billion gallons per day 

 

 

4. What is the percent change for the amount of water withdrawn for public supply between the 

year you chose when you were born and 2005? 

43% increase  

 

 

 

5. What is the percent change for the population between the year you chose and 2005? 

31% increase 

 

 

 

6. What conclusions can you make from this data? 

The water public supply grew 12% more than the population growth between 1980 and 2005. 

 



http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1344/pdf/c1344.pdf 
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