
L

 
T
g
“
u
r
 

 
 

E
s
i
r
 
U
m
a
p
a
q
 
 
 
 
 

Louisiana Depart

SMART

The electric 
generated at 
“Smart Grid
utilities and 
receive infor

 
 

Electricity is
smart.  Ana
nformation 

remotely (htt

Utilities are 
meters elim
automatically
pollution fro
and transmit
quantities of 

tment of Natura

T METER

power grid 
power gene

” uses digita
their custom

rmation from

      
      

s metered at
alog meters 

and transm
tp://energy.a

replacing an
minate the n

y.  Eliminat
om their veh
t it back to 
f metering da

al Resources/Te

RS:  DEV

is the three
erating statio
al informatio

mers to comm
m the grid. 

Fi

    
   SOURCE:  http

t the point o
are being r

mit it back.  
about.com/od

nalog meter
need for m
ting the need
hicles.  Smar

the utility c
ata and prote

chnology Assess

VICES FO

Patty N

e large inter
ons and mov
on and contr
municate wi

igure 1.  The

://www.eia.gov/en

of use or sal
replaced wit

They are t
d/metering/a

rs with digit
manual mete
d for monthl
rt meters are
company.  H
ect the privac

sment Division  

R A SMA
by 

Nussbaum, P

rconnected s
ved over the
rol technolo
ith the grid, 

e National Po

nergy_in_brief/pow
 

le.  It is thi
th digital sm
two-way com
a/Pros-And-C

tal smart me
er reading 
ly meter rea

e devices tha
However, ut
cy of their cu

                         

ART ELEC

P.E. 

systems that 
e electric po
gy to impro
that is, tran

ower Grid 

wer_grid.cfm 

is metering p
mart meters
mmunication
Cons-Of-Sm

eters that ca
and detect

ading reduce
at track and 
tilities will h
ustomer’s pe

                         

CTRIC PO

move elect
ower grid to 
ove grid relia
nsmit inform

process that
.  Digital s
n devices th

mart-Meters.h

an be read r
power out

es personnel
record a cu
have to man
ersonal data.

                 

OWER G

tricity.  Elec
the custom

ability.  It al
mation to the 

t is now bei
smart meters
hat can be 
htm). 

remotely.  T
tages at a 
l costs as we

ustomer’s ele
nage and st
.   

May 2012 

GRID 

ctricity is 
ers.  The 
llows the 
grid and 

ing made 
s receive 
accessed 

The smart 
location 

ell as the 
ectric use 
ore large 



S

 
T
r
p
c
a
 
T
p
i
a
a
 
I
m
y
m
m
 
T
s
p
 

Smart Meters:  D

The smart m
reduce outag
potentially al
combined wi
a predetermi

The smart m
personal dat
nformation f

associated w
about what is

In Louisiana
meters for el
year payback
meters will 
monitoring o

The Louisian
sustainable c
proposed, de

Devices for a Sm

meter techno
ges.  It can a
llowing them
ith other dev
ned amount 

metering has 
ta collected
for, as well a

with the new 
s being done

a, the Lafaye
lectric and w
k by elimin
alert compa

of their usage

na State Ene
construction

esigned, and 

mart Electric Po

ology provid
also help the
m to adjust th
vices that wo
the system c

some chall
d.  Compan
as how they 
meters that a
e with all of 

ette Utility S
water service
nating the ne
anies to out
e (http://www

rgy Office (
n.  The info

used. 

ower Grid     2   

F

des real-time
e consumer b
heir usage a
ould control 
could turn o

enges as we
nies have to

are going to
are passed o
the old mete

System (LUS
e at business
eed for man
tages/leaks 
w.theind.com

SEO) dissem
ormation inc

                         

Figure 2. 

e data for th
by educating
and lower the

as well as m
ff the HVAC

ell.  The pub
o educate th
o protect it fr
n to custome

ers. 

S) had a $23
ses and resid

nual meter r
quickly.  O
m/news/996

minates infor
cludes articl

                        

he utilities t
g them on ho
eir electric b
monitor.  Fo
C equipment

blic is not a
he public a
rom misuse.
ers.  And, th

3 million do
dences.  The
reading.  Su

Opponents fo
7-smart-met

rmation abou
les, facts, p

                         

 

that can hel
ow they are 
bills.  The tec
or example, o
t.   

always happ
about what 
  There are o

here is an env

ollar project 
e project wa

upporters po
ocus on the
ter-opt-out-o

ut energy, en
products, and

                         

lp balance lo
using electr

chnology ca
once the usa

py about hav
they are u

often additio
vironmental

to install ne
as going to h
oint out that 
e data gathe
on-council-a

nergy efficie
d applicatio

 May 2012      

oads and 
ricity and 
an also be 
age got to 

ving their 
using the 
onal costs 
 question 

ew digital 
have a 6-

the new 
ering and 
agenda). 

ency, and 
ons being 

               


