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from the effects of oil spills £
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'About LOSCO

The state legislature created the Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office
(LOSCO) in 1991. LOSCO was made part of the Governor’s Office so
that it could serve as the single point of contact for all programs related
to oil spills in Louisiana. Our mission is fo respond to oil spill events,

 restore natural resources, protect economic infrastructure, and safeguard

public health. LOSCO is funded by a two-cent per barrel tax on all il

transported to or from vessels at Louisiana marine terminals.

Insuring Effective Cleanups. LOSCO coordinates the sfofé%%ﬁ“?ﬁﬂfwv
response efforts, mcking sure thct cleonups are properly completed.

be recovery of natural resources

A Government Partner. LOSCO has built strong working
relationships with government agencies, community groups, and
representatives of the oil and gas industry.
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Prevenfing Spills

LOSCO protects public resources by preventing spills. As porf
effort, we have begun to clean up the most likely sources of fu
spills: abandoned barges, pits, wells, and tank batteries.

Abandoned Barge Program. LOSCO hcs located hun
abandoned barges in Louisiana. We are w with th
Guard and the U.S. Environmental Protec nc’y'f’io ren
spill prone vessels from state woterways The ~5Fsedercl Oil
Fund pays for the cleanups, which saves the state hundreds
dollars. What's more, our program has spurred many ab
owners to remove their vessels without govemmem help.

Abandoned Facilities Program. LOSCO located thousands o
abandoned pits, wells, and tank batteries in Lovisiana. We then

developed a team of government partners and began to clean up these
sites. Our allies in this ongoing program include: the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, the

U.S. Coast Guard, the Bureau of Reclamation, and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

If you see spilled oil, the Taw requires that you make two
(toll-free) calls.

* Call the 24-hour Louisiana Emergency Hazardous Materials
Hotline: 877/925-6595.

¢ Call the National Response Center: 800/424-8802.




| Cbm‘pensaﬁng the Public

LOSCO's job is not done when the basic spill cleanup is complete. Ol
spills can injure public resources such as land, vegetation, and wildlife.
In such cases, LOSCO seeks compensation from the responsible party.

NRDA. LOSCO works directly with the responsible party to determine
the form compensation will take. To guide these negotiations, LOSCO
uses a process called a Natural Resources Damage Assessment or
NRDA. Depending on the situation, the NRDA process might require the
responsible party to do such things as plant a new salt marsh or improve
bird nesting grounds.

Speeding the Process. LOSCO is working with other government
agencies and local communities to create ready-made restoration plans
for every region in Louisiana. If a spill occurs, we will have a series of
prepared plans to choose from when we evaluate restorafion options.
This will allow us fo lower costs, restore lost resources more quickly, and
apply restoration funds where they will bring the most benefit.




Science

Improving t

Each year, LOSCO provides funds for research projects at state
universities. These projects examine innovative response techniques,
create new teaching tools, and develop more comprehensive data about
spill risks. :

Cutting Edge Research
requests from oil spill pro
they have experienced

to blaze new frails and se

's research agenda is-flexible, driven by
ho need practical solutions to problem
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vork put info practice.
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Facts about oil spills in Lovisiana:

* The National Response Center receives approximately 4,000 spill
alerts in Lovisiana each year. This represents 18% of the nation’s
total and 47% of the Gulf of Mexico’s total.

* More than half of these spills are under six barrels. A barrel is
equivalent to 42 gallons.




Spreading the Word

im‘Ce LOSCO's work affects the quality of

public land and water, we
de!}foryms for speaking with citizens

about oil spill risks and response.

School Ctirriculum.

The Oil Spill Awareness Through Geoscience
- Education curriculum

provides a complete course about earth science
industry. The curriculum is geared for middle and

Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office:
Office of the Governor
150 Third Street, Suite 405
Baton Rouge, LA 70801
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